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HIDDEN ACRES REVIEW
1st Annual 'Rally for Recreation'
THANK YOU! Our inaugural Rally for Recreation was an overwhelming success! With eight teams and six individuals we
raised over $24,000, far surpassing our goal of $15,000. We are grateful for everyone's support whether it was through
running, walking, hiking, climbing or making a donation, we appreciate the incredible display of community support that is
out there for Hidden Acres.
This year the rally was held to raise funds to replace our aging climbing tower. The current tower was built in 1999 and has
lived a good life, but rotting and degradation are more and more evident and is making it unsafe. We have worked with
Adventureworks, the company that has been inspecting and maintaining our wall for the last number of years, to design a
new three-sided tower that will allow us to continue to meet current standards as well as add in a new rappelling program.
The total cost of the project is projected to be $75,000. The
amount raised through the Rally is a great start but we still
have some work to do to turn the new tower into a reality.
To help us get there we are exploring some grants and
other fundraising opportunities. Our annual bowlathon will
also provide funds for the project. If you would like to
make a contribution towards the new climbing tower you
can visit the 'Donate' page on our website and choose the
'Rally for Recreation'.

Update from the ED
As 2021 draws to a close I would like to take this opportunity to share about the journey camp has been on in the past five
months. There was much hope and excitement for us to open up and invite people back as we planned for 2021, however
the events of the pandemic impacted those opportunities in the beginning of the year as we were faced with being closed
due to lockdowns. It would have been easy to feel discouraged, but we continued to plan and prepare for the day we could
invite people back to camp. I could share with you all the challenges we faced, but as we just celebrated Thanksgiving I
would like to take this opportunity to share about the many reasons why we are thankful here at Hidden Acres.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 says “Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you
in Christ Jesus.” Over the last five months this verse has been a great reminder for me of God’s faithfulness for Hidden Acres
as we have many things to rejoice and give Him thanks for. In June, we welcomed many families back to enjoy the 54th
Annual Chicken BBQ as our first ever drive-thru event. This was certainly missed in 2020. While we were not able to
fellowship in community together at the camp it was such a blessing to see everyone drive through and have a chance to
say hi. You can read more about the BBQ on page three.
Summer 2021 was filled with incredible opportunities for Hidden Acres! We created plans, then changed and adjusted them
many times to meet the ever-changing COVID regulations. We ended up landing on a schedule of day camps and family
camping. At first we weren’t sure how some of our overnight camps would run as day camps, or how the COVID restrictions
and guidelines would impact the experience, but it was incredible to see so many campers and families sign up to
participate. The need for community was evident and enjoyed by all. It was great to hear and see the joy, laughter and
sounds of camp again. This summer would not have been possible without our incredible summer staff. There were many
new faces to Hidden Acres and it didn’t take long to see the unity formed among them. We also introduced a canoe trip for
fifteen year old campers, a first for Hidden Acres. Camp was definitely different this year, but we are thankful for the
cooperation of everyone in following the restrictions and guidelines that helped us have a COVID free summer. To hear
more about the summer program in detail you can read about it in our summer camp update on the next page.
...continued on page 3

Summer Camp Update
As I sit and enjoy a cup of coffee on a cool October evening, I reflect back over the many early mornings that I spent sitting
on the Stonehouse porch this summer, cup of coffee in hand, being still, praying, reflecting and meditating, preparing
myself for what would come that day. Many of those mornings I would feel a deep sense of gratitude for the opportunities
that we had to serve our campers and their families. I was thankful for the fantastic group of young people who chose to
serve as staff. I was encouraged by the many people who were praying for us and who supported us, helping us get back
to offering summer camp programs again.
Each morning I would invite God into my day, and into all that would happen at camp that day and, without surprise, God
would be present. For some, God's presence was evidenced by being welcomed into a safe and welcoming community; for
others it was through a word of encouragement or support in the midst of a difficult challenge; and yet for others it was in
a question asked by Tilla, our Camp Pastor, and the conversations that were born out of being curious about the
footprints we leave on this earth or how Jesus left His footprints for us to follow. I'm confident that as God was present at
camp this summer lives were impacted and changed. Here are three examples of the impact that camp had on our staff
this summer:
Adam Roth - Group Leader
"From the beginning of the summer I felt welcome at camp and equipped with the tools I needed to make camp a fun and
impactful experience for all campers. Working at Hidden Acres gave me the opportunity to explore working outside my
comfort zone, and to overcome tough challenges. Camp has shown me what it means to express the love of Jesus in every
interaction; something I intend to carry with me the rest of my life. From losing in euchre, to runaway chickens, to
distanced singing, many memories were made at camp, and many hearts were touched. It was amazing to see campers
and staff enjoying the safe, inclusive, welcoming, and FUN environment that made Hidden Acres such a special place for
me this summer.
These experiences have built in me the confidence to take on leadership roles in school and other areas of my life, and I
will always be grateful for the campers and staff who have made that possible. I’m pumped to see Hidden Acres continue
to make an impact on the lives of many young people like me!"
Rieneke Helder - Head Cook & LIT/ACE Leader
"My time at Hidden Acres this past summer had a big impact on me. Summer camps tend to create a beautiful space for
authentic community to develop, and I left with some solid friendships that are so clearly centred on Jesus. Not only was it
relationally significant for me to be at Hidden Acres, but I also was challenged in my own personal growth. Being trusted
with the role of head cook for the summer was a huge privilege. The tasks and responsibilities I had were not something I
had ever experienced before. During a conversation with Chris Pot, I mentioned, “I feel like I’m not doing my job well, but I
know that this is one of the best places to learn from our mistakes” Looking back at this past July and August, I stand by
that. The encouragement of the other staff, as well as the commitment and willingness from year-round staff to
intentionally pour into the summer staff, has been important for me. I can already see myself being more eager to try on
new roles, slower to speak, and more open to feedback."
Luke Simard - Group Leader
"I’ve never been an outgoing person. I don’t typically express strong emotions (whether they be positive or negative) and I
usually avoid positions of leadership. Yet I still went into leading at Hidden Acres knowing full well my mental limits would
be pushed and I emerged having had one of the best summers of my life (so far, at least). Sometimes the wildest
challenges were thrown my way such as a chicken finding its way onto the grounds and me having to help the 8-10 year
old campers resist chasing it, a near impossible task!
I can’t recall a single moment I felt like I had made the wrong decision working as a leader. It was an enriching experience
giving me many opportunities to grow, but also some of the most fun a job can be. The positivity and fun-loving nature
found at Hidden Acres is incredibly contagious, creating a self fulfilling cycle of fun for both leaders and campers alike."
...continued on the next page

54th Annual 'Drive-Thru' Chicken BBQ
Over the past eighteen months we have all experienced many changes and undoubtedly missed out on our usual times of
fellowship including family dinners, church potlucks, and of course the annual Hidden Acres Camp (HAC) chicken BBQ. We
all look forward to the melt in your mouth chicken, creamy salads, teaballs, and the visits with those in the camp
community. In addition to the good eats and fellowship, the event is also a major fundraiser for HAC.
Although we were unable to hold the event in 2020, the committee decided it was important to resume the event this year
while adhering to the current Public Health guidelines. As a result we made history with our first ever drive-thru HAC
chicken BBQ event. The event was definitely different this year and not without a few minor glitches; however 138 family
meals and 357 individual meals were served, raising just over $8,500 for the HAC ministry!
We would like to thank our hardworking volunteers and those that attended and waited in line for chicken. We are
thankful for your continued support despite the new delivery method. We look forward to seeing you all next year in what
we all hope is a more traditional event that might even include the pie auction.
Shawna Mueller, BBQ Committee Chair

ED Update Con't...
This fall has looked more promising than last year as we had the opportunity to welcome back and host churches for
outdoor services, day programs for schools, small retreats and much more. As we look to 2022 we are hopeful for a seminormal season with the easing of restrictions and the impact of COVID-19 having less effect on our programs and ability to
welcome back all of our guests. We look forward to running our programs and retreats that have been halted over the last
two years as well as continuing our new program, CLASP that started its second year this fall and the possibilities for
future opportunities in the new year.
We are also grateful for God’s continued financial provision to meet the ongoing camp needs. A huge THANK YOU to each
one for your faithful support. Jeremiah 29:11 says "“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for
good not disaster, to give you a future and a hope.”" We know God has a plan for Hidden Acres and we remain confident
in His faithfulness as He continues to lead and direct us into our 60th year.
Chris Oldham, Executive Director

Summer Camp Update Con't...
Our campers also reflected on the joys of being a part of a safe and fun community and the relationships that are formed
- "I love that every year I get to meet more new people and hope I see them the following year!"; as well as the new skills they
learned - "We built a shelter in the rain that could fit multiple people and that wasn't wet inside!".
While this summer was not necessarily the summer that we would have chosen, we are thankful. We look forward to
hopefully being able to offer a full summer of both day and overnight camps in 2022 and welcoming everyone back again.
Chris Pot, Program Director
cut here and mail in

Membership Application

cut here and mail in

I would like to support the ministry of Hidden Acres by becoming a member of the Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp
Association. I agree with the Hidden Acres mission statement which is "to provide a welcoming, peaceful gathering place
where diverse groups of people experience life-giving connections with God , one another and nature."
Enclosed is my $25 membership donation
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________________________________________________ Email: ________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

THANK YOU
Many individuals, groups, organizations and businesses give their time, energy
and finances to support the mission of Hidden Acres. While we can't list every
name of those who help us, here are some of them. Thank you for your support.
We are thankful for the continued support from Kitchener Waterloo Community
Foundation. We received a $12,000 grant from the Savvas and Lenia Chamberlain
Fund as well as a $6000 grant from the School Sisters of Notre Dame Legacy Fund
for our Single Moms Camp. We recognized a grant for $2000 from the Waterloo
Region Record - Lyle S. Hallman Foundation Kids to Camp Fund in the spring
newsletter however there was an additional $1000 given in the summer.
We are grateful to have received a $100,000 grant from the Ontario Trillium
Foundation through their Community Building Fund - Operating Stream. This
fund was set up to support businesses that were hit hard by the COVID-19 pandemic.
The grant will sustain our operations as we journey towards increasing our retreat
centre capacities and restarting our programs.
We are also thankful for a number of in-kind donations including:
a picnic table from Len and Catherine Rempel. Thanks to Merv Ropp for delivering it!
Cedar Rails from Dan Cressman to help repair our fences
a flat screen TV from Laura and Wazir Ally for the Woodhouse Retreat Centre.
Thank you to Devon Grainger who spend a couple of days at camp in June helping to prepare for, and clean-up after the
Chicken BBQ.
We appreciate the hard work of Brian Ropp and Larry Frey who helped clean up fallen trees around the camp.

Opportunities to get Involved
Pray for Hidden Acres
Volunteer on our Board of Directors or one of our
committees
Become a Member (see page 2)
Bring a group and help with a project at camp
Support a camper or Single Mom with a subsidy

Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp &
Retreat Centre
1921 Line 37, New Hamburg, ON, N3A 4B5
info@hiddenacres.ca -- www.hiddenacres.ca
519-625-8602
Facebook

Instagram

Wishlist
If you have any of the following items and are willing to
donate or sell them to the camp, please let us know!
A mitre saw
Metal picnic tables or frames
A chest or upright freezer
Archery Equipment (recurve bows and arrows)

You can make a difference at camp!

