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That sums up what our family feels after the long process of moving from our
home in Lancaster, Pennsylvania to begin our new shared role as Director
of Facilities & Environmental Stewardship at Hidden Acres. We are Brent
and Mary Anne Musser and our four children Joel, Theo, Cora and Evelyn.
For the last half year we have been anticipating the move, thinking about
what it would be like, and wondering if it would really happen.
We must admit there has also been some anxiety in our hearts as we have
faced the uncertainties surrounding the move. We were unsettled by how
Brent’s immigration process would go. We worried whether our goods would
fit into our trailer. These and other stressors sometimes made us wonder
why we were doing this at all. We certainly enjoyed a good life in
Pennsylvania: loving family, good friends, a supportive church, an enjoyable
job, friendly neighbors and a great school. We value and grieve what we
lost. However, in the midst of doubts, we noticed signs of God’s presence.
Potential obstacles to our coming were removed. The sale of our house
went quite smoothly after an initial disappointment. Our attempt to deal with
the immigration paperwork during our visit in August failed. But Brent made a new friend during the wait at
the border who helped pass the time and helped get him back to the rest of the family when the wait was
over. And when we arrived in September the immigration process went well. These signs of grace helped
assure us God was with us on the road.
What drew us to this position at Hidden Acres also helped us maintain our focus. Mary Anne’s history with
the camp sustained her dream to be part of it again. Her interest in spiritual formation connects well with
Hidden Acres’ mission. Brent was drawn by the concept of maintaining Hidden Acres as “sacred space”
where people can encounter God in a way life’s normal routine and surroundings sometimes hinder. We
are eager to encourage ourselves and others to lavishly enjoy God’s gift of creation and take seriously the
responsibility we bear as stewards of that gift.
Now that we have arrived, we are settling into our home. We know there was a great deal of preparation
involved in readying things for our coming. We are grateful for those who made it possible. We are happy to
report that we do feel at home to great degree already. Our children are successfully finding their way in a
new school and greatly enjoying their new friends at camp, Ben and Hana Pot, who have eagerly
introduced them to the best areas to find adventures on the grounds. We believe this is where God has
called us to be and we are excited to see what he has for us to do and who he has for us to meet.

Happy to be here!

New Cabins are under
construction!
Help us get them ready for campers
to have a great week at camp.
Ask how your group can help with
exterior staining, bunk beds, mattresses, and other furnishings.

HAPPENINGS
Donning my Biology lab coat and goggles, I push through the bustling crowd of eager
campers, anxiously waiting to sing for their lunchtime mail delivery, and raise my hand
in the air. “Ready?” I ask. “One... two… three!” and the crowd of eighty bursts into enthusiastic, barely organized uproar. “Teka’s bokashi bin!” they cheer, vaguely to the
tune of “Bill Nye the Science Guy”. We cover our mouths rapper style and chant Te-ka’s
bo-kashi-bin in false deep voices before yelling WASTE FREE, WASTE FREE with emphatic fist pumps on every syllable. It’s ridiculous.
What began with an offhand comment from Chris at the summer staff Christmas reunion ended with another version of myself, smelling like compost and cheering along with
the campers about decaying food waste. Bizarre doesn’t even begin to describe it.
But the campers loved it, compost happened, and food waste stayed out of the dumpster. That’s what mattered. Since 1962, Hidden Acres has been a place to find God in nature, and our effort to be
advocates for the environment is founded in our faith. Yet, as our green roof flourished, more than 2,000 lbs of food
waste ended up in the dumpster every summer. As stewards of creation, it didn’t feel right. I was hired as the
“Environmental Services Coordinator” to design a functional composting system for the camp, and while my nights
were packed with scientific research, planning and troubleshooting, my days were filled with teaching children to
care for creation, making food waste fun. Miraculously, they loved it. Chants of “Teka’s bokashi bin!” and “WASTE
FREE” could be heard nearly constantly (to the staff’s chagrin). At the end of designated waste-free lunches, only a
few paper napkins would rest in the bottom of our Bokashi compost bin. It was a sweet victory.
Victories were few and far between, yet as I type this, successfully composted food waste rests peacefully in the
Hidden Acres gardens, smelling like celery and ready for spring planting. Our system diverted over 1800 lbs of
food waste from our dumpster this summer alone. I feel a twinge of nostalgia for the crazy campers who - voluntarily - licked their plates clean to reduce waste. And more than anything, I’m relieved that the macaroni has finally
been reduced to crumbly, rich soil. As our system stands, we have four barrels of food waste layered with Bokashi
microbes to break down meat, eggs and dairy. Beside it rest two large spinning composters for vegetable scraps.
Next week we’ll have another fresh batch of compost ready for the garden. It’s beautiful. And it’s one more step
towards living out our faith at Hidden Acres.
By Anna Kuepfer

Bowlathon & Chicken BBQ
We are thankful for your support of our annual Bowlathon ($34,100),Chicken BBQ
($7,840) and Pie Auction ($2,759) which helped us provide programs to 593 campers
(children, single moms & supported young adults).
Thank you!

Membership Application
I would like to support the ministry of Hidden Acres by becoming a member of the Hidden Acres Mennonite
Camp Association. I agree with the Hidden Acres mission statement which is “to provide a welcoming,
peaceful gathering place where diverse groups of people experience life-giving connections with
God, one another, and nature.”
Enclosed is my $25 membership donation.
Name: ________________________________________ Email:__________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________ Phone: _________________________________

Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp & Retreat Centre
1921 Line 37,
New Hamburg, ON
N3A 4B5

Phone: 519-625-8602
Fax: 519-625-8606
email: info@hiddenacres.ca
web: www.hiddenacres.ca

SUMMER CAMP
STAFF & LITs of 2017

At the end of each summer our camp staff gather together around a
campfire and spend a couple of hours reminiscing about their
STAFF
experiences at Hidden Acres over the summer months. This usually
involves lots of laughter while sharing stories, singing their favorite
Aaron Lantz - Chronos
Madalyn Ruby - Resoo
camp songs including the ‘old faithfuls’ and sometimes even a few
Alexis Peters - Fira
Maddison Doolittle - Gala
tears as they share about the impact that the summer has had on
Allison Lanesmith - Hydrant Marlee Junker - Thumper
their lives. It is one of the highlights of the summer as it’s a chance
Amanda da Costa - Teaya! Maryann Hoyos - gullibug
to hear from the staff about how God was at work in their lives and
Amy U - Ducky
Melissa Hao - Wowza
the growth they experienced as they were stretched, molded and
Anna Kuepfer - TEKA
Myranda Dugas-MacKinnon
challenged. Here are a few reflections from staff about their experiences at HAC this summer…
Ashley Brett-Carillo - Billu
Natalie Weber - Latoof
Carlos Calvopina - Loup

Peter Bot - Arkou

I worked as a cabin leader this summer at Hidden Acres. It was an
Cassie Zehr - Citrise
Rachel Shantz - leef
opportunity that came to me with great timing as 2016 had been a
CC Weber - Trita
Roan Dawson - Shieflo
tough year for me. I had to find a job for the summer because of
coop at university; I got this one, and what a bright summer this
Chantal Barsoum - Brost
Rose Danen - Oont
was. Being Itachi, writing skits, playing the guitar, wearing dresses
David Tenute - TO6ix
Sandy Freeland - Forrest
– for comedic purposes, of course –, making good friends, praying
Sarah Geiger - Machu
again, dancing like a pro, ponding people, getting ponded, the food, Duane Cressman - Fluume
elbow calls, learning camp songs, … and of course, the caaaamEmily Kovac - Fender
Sarah Mya - Wiki
pers. Everything made this an awesome experience. I often call my
Emily Lantz - Coora
Sophia Kinch - Ello
summer at Hidden Acres my second childhood. I think these words
Emily Rempel - Pinky
Stefano Rosales - Pentoe
express how I truly feel about this experience. This job gave me joy
and hope. Now I really believe in a bright future for myself, full of
Isaac Watson - Blyco
Stephanie Winfield - Pogo
adventures, laughs, music and elbow calls whenever I’m meeting
Isaac Zehr - Woble
Zerka Mya - Gub
with the friends I made at HAC. I hope I can go back next year and
Jenna
Rose
Froma
LITs
wear dres…I mean, play guitar for the campers.
Juan Carlos Calvopiña Mendoza - Loup
Jessie Zantingh - NaBa
Cecilia Martin - Uno
Jonathan Polach - Astro
Ever since I began coming to camp, my dream was to become a
Justin Lim - Zarus
camp counselor. So when the camp I went to closed down, I
Kaitlyn Shuart - CAP
thought my dreams had been crushed. Never in a million years did I
predict I would find a camp that would be able to replace my
Karen Freeland - Squircle
home...especially not 5 minutes from my door step. Hidden Acres
Karina Leclair - Genie
has helped me to explore my potential and stretch my limits. It's an
Kate Toman - Spud
alternate universe where strangers become family and I willingly
Katherine Muir - Peach
respond to Oont. I will never forget this summer and the amazing
Katie Cameron - Moose
staff that have mentored me and accepted me with open arms. My
Lydia Herrle - Troot
old camp will always have a special place in my heart, but now that
special place has been made bigger to fit Hidden Acres in there too.
Rose Danen - Oont

Emma Schultz - NASA
Jackson Bennett - Hi-C
Jasmin Whitesal - Mix
Jess Barry - Kanz
Jullia Schuum - Bubner
Sara Rath - Trella
Sarah Larochelle - Lava
Tory Baillie - Yarps
William Clarke - Escar

HAC OPPORTUNTIES

I love Hidden Acres for all the great memories I have there and how
it has changed me as a person. Hidden Acres has made me a more
selfless, humble, and godly person. It is my home away from home.
Karina Leclair - Genie
Hidden acres has always been a place where I feel really comfortable being myself. It teaches me a lot about being a better leader to
children, follower of Christ, and a caring empathetic friend to everyone around.
Jenna Rose - Froma

Board of Directors
Property Committee
Chicken BBQ Committee
Bowlathon Committee
Retreat Committees
Bring a group and help with a variety of
seasonal tasks.
We’d love to host you!

UPDATES
Where did Chris and Campbell go?
It was in August of 1986 that Campbell and Chris
Nisbet moved from an MCC assignment in Labrador
to begin their new life at Hidden Acres Camp. They
settled in to the director’s residence with their three
children: Jessica, Robby and Rebecca. One week
later little David was born, and it became a full
house.
Speed ahead 31 years, and now Chris and
Campbell have recently moved out of the brown staff
residence (no longer “the “director’s house”) at HAC
to a rented house in Poole. Once again David was
on hand as a fellow tenant, and he was a good deal
more helpful for this move than he was the last time!
Even as the Nisbets are settling into their new home, Mary Anne and Brent
Musser and their four children Joel, Theo, Cora and Evy have begun their
sojourn in the house that served the previous family of six so well.
Campbell has now joined the ranks of job commuters (17 minutes, according to
Google) as he continues to serve as Hidden Acres’ Executive Director. You can
learn more about the Mussers elsewhere in this newsletter. JOIN US at the
Annual Meeting on November 21st to meet them in person and hear more of
their story!

Thank you to the
School Sisters
of Notre Dame
Fund held by the
Kitchener
and Waterloo
Community Foundation for
their support of our Summer
Camp Program for lowincome single moms and their
children. Thank you to the
Waterloo Region Record
Lyle S. Hallman Foundation
Kids to Camp Fund held at
The KWCF for providing
funding to support our camper
subsidy program!

Hidden Acres would not be the place it is without the help of many faithful
volunteers.

Our camper subsidy program
is supported by a grant from
the Larkworthy Family
Fund, held within the
Stratford Perth Community
Foundation. We thank them
for their continued support.

First, we would like to thank those volunteers who serve on one of our
committees, which include the Board of Directors, the Bowlathon committee,
the Chicken BBQ committee, the Property committee, the Building
Community Retreat committee, and the Seniors’ Retreat committee.
In addition to these ongoing working groups we have various individuals and
groups that help out from time to time, including:
Members from Hillcrest Mennonite Church who came to help with the fall
seniors’ retreat.
The Youth from Shantz Mennonite Church who helped picked our apples
to turn into cider as well as cleaned up in preparation for the new cabins.
Carl Erb and Cecil Wagler who willingly give many hours each year to help
keep our grounds mowed.
Sandy Schout who comes every Wednesday morning and helps with both
office work and willingly gets dirty sharing her gardening skills.
Gerry Pot who stained the deck and stairs of the Pineview Chalet.
Regretfully, we may have missed mentioning some names that deserve
recognition. We are truly grateful for all the help we receive. Thank you!

We are grateful
for the support
we have
received from
Toyota Canada
to help cover the costs of our
Annual Chicken BBQ.
Thank you to the Jim &
Lorna Blair Charitable
Foundation for their interest
in, and support for, building
new summer cabins.

Mark Your Calendar for 2017 & 2018
Annual General Meeting
November 21, 2017

Grandparent & Grandchild Days
Mar. 12 or 13, 2018

Spring Senior’s Retreat
Apr. 30 or May 1, 2018

Family Camping Weekend
June 29 - July 1, 2018

Family Day Open House
February 19, 2018

Annual Bowlathon
March 3, 2018

Chicken BBQ Fundraiser
June 12, 2018

Summer Camps
July 2 - Aug. 29, 2018

