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One of the first things of note about the ten Psalms for this week is that they are attributed to four 
different individuals and one group. Psalms 84, 85, 87, and 88 are prefaced by “Of the Sons of Korah.” 
Like me, perhaps you do not remember the story of Korah. He led a rebellion against Moses and 
Aaron. Numbers 16 records how Korah and his followers were swallowed up when the ground 
beneath them opened up. However, the sons of Korah survived, and generations later David put them 
in charge of the music in the house of the Lord. Eleven Psalms are attributed to them, including four 
from this week's reading. 
 
So, before we turn to the themes of this week's reading, I would like to take a moment to encourage 
you to put your past behind you and to allow God to use you in service to him. The Sons of Korah 
could have held resentment against God for the destruction of their ancestor, but instead they chose 
to praise God and serve him, and we are still being instructed and blessed by their words centuries 
later. 
 
Even though there are several authors (or I would say, poets and songwriters) there are themes and 
ideas that run throughout. One such theme is the request for God to punish their enemies. Can we 
relate to this? Yes, I think so. We have just come through an election season – and by the time you 
read this we should know who won. But elections are brutal times in our country. I wonder if our 
founding fathers envisioned the rancor, even the violence, that would become a part of our process? I 
imagine not. But really this is not a new problem. David and Israel were beset by enemies. And so, 
they prayed for deliverance. 
 
 “As fire consumes the forest or a flame sets the mountains ablaze, 
 so pursue them with your tempest and terrify them with your storm. Psalm 83:14-15 
 
In the past few months, we have seen the incredible destruction of fires consuming forests and setting 
mountains ablaze. We have seen the fury of the tempest and know its ability to terrify. Are we 
tempted to call down these forces on our enemies? Do we imagine we have the right to judge in God's 
place? Or do we instead remember the words of Jesus when he said, “But I tell you: Love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven.” 
(Matthew 5:44) 
 
Another motif that runs throughout these Psalms (and many others) is the idea of waiting for God to 
act. Here are examples from Psalms by Asaph, the sons of Korah, and Ethan the Ezrathite: 
 
 “How long will you defend the unjust and show partiality to the wicked?” Psalm 82:2 (Asaph) 
 
 “Will you be angry with us forever? Will you prolong you anger through all generations?” 
                        Psalm 85:5 (sons of Korah) 
 
 



 “How long, O Lord? Will you hide yourself forever? How long will your wrath burn like fire?” 
         Psalm 89:46 (Ethan the Ezrahite) 
 
Being patient is hard! In this age of Covid, we have all had our patience strained. We may not be able 
to see any end in sight. And maybe we cry out to God like the psalmists did. That is okay. In fact, if you 
have not cried out to God and asked him to stop this virus and heal our world, why not? If you have 
not cried out to God and asked him to bring reconciliation to the races, why not? If you have not cried 
out to God and asked him to restore our environment, why not? The psalmists cried out to God, too. 
But they also acknowledged their own sins and their part in God's anger. Do we do that? 
 
Do we really want God's answer? Two quick true stories I think illustrate how we may sometimes view 
God's promises. The first comes from when I was a kid (so you can make up your own minds how long 
ago that was.) My mom was driving us to school along with our neighbor, Dave. With a big sigh he 
said, “If the Lord is going to return today, I sure hope he comes before P.E.” The second story is from 
when I was teaching in Okinawa. One of my fellow teachers, Dadra, and I were talking about the 
second coming. She said, “I want the Lord to return, but not until after my wedding.” So, I guess the 
Lord's return is better than gym class, but not as good as getting married.  
 
Are we really ready for God's answer? Let's look again at a couple of verses: 
 
 “As fire consumes the forest or a flame sets the mountains ablaze, 
 so pursue them with your tempest and terrify them with your storm. Psalm 83:14-15 
 
Now look at the verse following these: 
 
 “Cover their faces with shame so that men will seek your name, O Lord.”  Psalm 83:16 
 
I have underlined a vital part of this verse. As we pray for our country and our world in these difficult 
days, let us remember to pray that men will seek the Lord's name. 
 
One more thought on Psalm 84 (and I'll throw in a bit of 90 at no extra charge.) Remember the sons of 
Korah? Well, 1 Chronicles 9:19-21 tells us that the Korahites were doorkeepers at the tent of meeting. 
This was considered a lowly position. Yet hear these words from the sons of Korah in Psalm 84:10: 
 
 “I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked.” 
 
This was one of my dad's favorite verses. It goes along so well with what Moses wrote in Psalm 90:1: 
 
 “Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations.” 
 
So, in this age of stay-at-home and shelter-in-place, remember that the Lord is our home and our 
shelter. 
 

November Memory Verse 
Psalm 91:1-2 - Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 
I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” 


