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People, Parables and Miracles 
These five chapters are packed full of stories about people, parables of Jesus, and a bunch of miracles.  
Let's unpack some of this, starting with the people. 
 
John the Baptist is in prison, and he hears about what Jesus is doing. Then he sends his disciples with a 
very strange question, “Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?” The 
reason this question is so strange is that John is the one who baptized Jesus. (Chapter 3) He seemed to 
have known then who Christ was, but now he needs some assurance. Well, that actually gives me a 
little comfort, because sometimes I need a little extra assurance. And even though John was 
questioning, Jesus had some very good things to say about John. We may think John's story has a bad 
ending, because just a few short chapters later he loses his head. But his life and death were both for 
God's glory. Shouldn't we be thrilled to have the same said about us? 
 
The next people are a group we love to revile – the Pharisees. They show up five times in this week's 
reading – in chapters 12 (three times) and 15 (twice). We have gotten to hear Jesus' response to the 
Pharisees enough times that we know their hearts were not in the right place. But in Jesus' day the 
Pharisees were respected because of their strict adherence to the law and traditions. Many even 
considered them holier than thou. So, when they come to Jesus and question him about following the 
law (12:2) and the traditions (15:2) maybe we should not be as hard on them as Jesus was. After all, 
we are pretty set on our religious traditions, aren't we? I grew up thinking that alcohol, cards, and 
dancing (and later, rock and roll) were all tools of the devil. Turns out these are not in the Bible, after 
all! In the history of our country, people have used the scriptures to justify all kinds of actions – many 
of them ways to discriminate and persecute people of other races, religions, and lifestyles. Let's make 
sure we are not like the Pharisees in this. 
 
One more person to cover, and this is one of my favorites. It is the Canaanite woman who wants Jesus 
to heal her daughter. Jesus is usually so willing to heal, so it is surprising to us that here he tells her 
that he is not going to help. But she persists. Again, Jesus says no. But she persists. “Jesus answered, 
'Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.'” Wow. I would like to have that kind of 
persistence in prayer, wouldn't you? 
 
Now let's talk parables. Jesus tells a series of parables here. Three of them are agricultural, one is 
fishing, and one more general for treasure hunters. Again, we have the advantage over the crowds and 
the disciples because we get to read the parable and the explanation all together. So, we do not have 
to wonder what it all means. But in our day and age, people who live in cities are much farther 
removed from the food growing process. A recent survey of children in urban areas showed that they 
had no idea that food was grown on farms. They just think it comes from the grocery store! So, we 
might need a little more explanation of the whole seed thing, too. I am not going to go through the 
parables and make comments – Jesus did that better than I could. But I do have a challenge for you. 
Try to write a parable that focuses on something in your daily life: commuting, your work, technology, 



COVID, whatever. Share it with someone and see if they can tell what it means. Then be ready to 
explain how the Kingdom of God is like doctoring, or financial services, or quarantine, or whatever. 
 
Finally, let's look at the miracles. Let's go back to the Pharisees for a minute. In Chapter 12 they come 
and ask Jesus to perform a miracle. Jesus gives this scathing reply: “A wicked and adulterous 
generation asks for a miraculous sign!” Whoa. Does this mean that we are not supposed to ask for 
miracles? Not at all. But we are not to base our belief on whether or not we get a miracle when we 
ask for one. The Canaanite woman proves that miracles are given to those who ask believing. So, let us 
continue to pray for healing, for protection, and for God's glory to be revealed in miraculous ways. 
 
Our memory verse for this month comes from Matthew 11, and it is a great verse for these often 
difficult days. 
 

(Jesus said) “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 
easy and my burden is light.”    Matthew 11:28-30 

 
 
 
 
 
 


