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Matthew 6 is a continuation of the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus is laying down principles of 
kingdom living, which in many ways creates a radical departure from the religious expectations 
of his day. He is also raising the bar for us as his followers today. 
 
As he continues his teaching in chapter 6, he points out that people are capable of doing the 
right things for the wrong reasons. Doing “acts of righteousness” (6:1), praying (6:5) and fasting 
(6:16) are all legitimate spiritual activities. However, if we do them for the praise of men and 
not as acts of obedience to please God, we have nullified the spiritual benefits of those actions. 
In addition, the term reward used several times in the passage (6:1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 16, 18) carries 
with it the idea of being paid in full. This begs the question, “Would I rather be paid in full by 
God or by men?” I believe we would agree that is a rhetorical question. God’s rewards are a 
better option. May we live to receive his praise and full reward and not the praise of men. 
 
Jesus goes on to spell out a number of kingdom principles and practices. 
 

1. Prayer should be directed to God (6:9-13). We address him as our Father. As Myron 
Augsburger points out, “Prayer is fellowship, not impression.” Our focus in prayer 
always needs to be toward God, his character, his purposes and how we should live in 
light of those truths. Dan Henderson has a great teaching on this topic of seeking God’s 
face in his book, Transforming Prayer. One statement is “If our prayers are not focused 
on God we are guilty of idolatry.” I recommend reading it in book form or on Kindle. 
 

2. Forgiveness is not optional (6:14, 15). Forgiveness is something that God extends to us 
because we are more important to him than what we have done. What we have done is 
important. However, Jesus’ death on the cross enables God to move past the sin and to 
love and minister to the sinner. We as forgiven people are to reflect his value of people 
having great worth and value than their sin. Jesus clearly illustrates this in his parable of 
the loving father in Luke 15:11-32. The father refused to allow his son’s actions to 
become a permanent barrier to their relationship. We should act likewise with others. 

 
3. We should invest eternally (6:19-24). We have two options regarding where we make 

our life investments…in those things that are temporal and temporary or in that which is 
eternal. Kingdom people invest in the eternal. Temporary things are exactly that, 
temporary! To invest our lives and possessions in things that are temporary makes no 
sense, especially when we daily have the opportunity to invest eternally. As Jesus points 
out in verse 21, what is first in our affection is first in our thought. May our thoughts 
indicate that God is our primary affection. As he is, our life investments will reflect that. 
As you look at your own life, how much of your life reflects an investment in temporary 



things? How much of your time, energy and resources are you investing in eternal 
matters? What mid-course corrections may God lead you to make? 
 

4. Trust, not worry, marks the sons and daughters of the kingdom (6:25-34). If our priority 
is to serve God and not earthly things, we will confirm that by trusting in God to care for 
us as he has promised. “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall lack nothings” Psalm 23:1. “…no 
good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless” Psalm 84:11. God 
cares for the flowers of the field and the birds of the air. “Are you not much more 
valuable than they?” (6:26) As we embrace these promises of God, we are able to trust 
by faith that he will keep them just as he has promised. Therefore, we can “seek first his 
kingdom and his righteousness” confident that “all these things will be given to you as 
well.” (6:33) Does your life reflect this priority and quiet confidence in God’s provision? 
 

5. Judging others is not a legitimate option for a believer. “Do not judge…” (7:1-6). Jesus 
lays down two principles as to why judging others is unwise. One, God will judge us to 
the same degree that we judge others. Most of us would not choose to put ourself in 
that position. Secondly, judging others indicates a total lack of ownership of our own 
faults. I believe Jesus uses a measure of sarcasm when he talks about the foolishness of 
our judging another about the speck in their eye when we have a log in our own. Jesus 
may have had a wry smile on his face when he said that! The only one who has the right 
to judge is God himself (James 4:12- “There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who 
is able to save and destroy. But you—who are you to judge your neighbor?”). That is not 
our role. May God forgive us and free us from our tendency to judge others. 
 

6. The fruit of our life, not our words, demonstrates our faith (7:15-23). Jesus is teaching 
that the fruit of our life indicates the spiritual reality of our life. No one has ever 
incorrectly identified a tree once they have observed the fruit. They may not be sure 
before the fruit is on the tree. Once they see the fruit, they know what kind of tree it is. 
The same is true for us. “By their fruit you will recognize them.” (7:16) Jesus states an 
unnerving truth when he teaches that everyone who says “Lord, Lord,” may not truly be 
his disciple. He will say to some, “I never knew you” (7:23). This passage makes very 
clear that truth faith is a combination of personal relationship with Jesus and a life that 
reflects him and his character in our daily walk. Take a moment to reflect on your own 
life. Are both of those realities true in your life? If not, ask God to do the work in you 
that is needed, so they are. The apostle Paul challenges the believers in 2 Corinthians 
13:5, “Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you 
not realize that Christ Jesus in in you—unless, of course you fail the test?” May none of 
us reading this devotional fail the test. 

 
7. Christ followers are marked by a life of obedience (7:24-27). Jesus concludes his Sermon 

on the Mount with this practical, marching orders conclusion: Do what you just heard 
me teach. We confirm the validity of our faith as after hearing the words of Jesus, we 



put them into practice. Jesus teaches in these verses that if we do, our faith will stand 
up under the storms of life. If we do not live a life of obedience, our spiritual house will 
be wrecked by life’s storms. We need to be committed to “obey everything I have 
commanded you” (Matthew 28:20) as Jesus taught. William Barclay states, “Faith 
without practice is a contradiction in terms and love without obedience is an 
impossibility.” Is my life marked by love, obedience and the practice of Jesus’ teachings? 
That is an important question to ponder on a daily basis. 
 

In chapters 8 and 9, Matthew recounts 10 miracles that Jesus carried out demonstrating his 
authority over his creation. Matthew is declaring that Messiah has come and is confirming his 
power and authority in a number of public, verifiable ways to the people of his day. 
 

1.  Jesus heals a man with leprosy (8:1-4). The leper expresses faith that Jesus can heal him 
if he is willing to do so. Jesus states, “I am willing” (8:3) and heals him. 

2. Jesus heals the paralyzed servant of a centurion (8:5-13). The centurion acknowledges 
the authority of Jesus. As a man with authority in the Roman military he knows that 
Jesus only has to speak the words and it will be done.  Jesus marvels at his faith and 
heals his servant. 

3. Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law from a fever (8:14-17). 
4. Jesus calms a storm (8:23-27). Jesus rebukes the disciples for their lack of faith (8:26) 

and the fear that results. In the face of little faith, he still calms the storm to 
demonstrate his power over his creation to his amazed disciples. 

5. Jesus heals two demon-possessed men (8:28-34). This is a direct confrontation with the 
powers of evil. The demons respond to Jesus’ authority and are fearful he is going to 
“torture us before the appointed time” (9:29). The demonic world knows their days are 
numbered. Interestingly enough, Jesus does not torture them but sends the demons 
into a herd of pigs. Upon their departure the men are healed. 

6. Jesus heals a paralytic (9:1-8). Jesus seeing the faith of the friends who brought him to 
Jesus, not only heals him, but takes care of his more important spiritual need by 
forgiving his sins. At times God chooses to use our faith to do miracles in the life of 
others. What examples of that have you seen in your life or in the lives of others? 

7. Jesus raises a young girl from the dead (9:18, 19, 23-25). The father believed Jesus could 
bring his daughter back to life. Jesus graciously and miraculously honors his faith. 

8. Jesus heals a woman who had suffered from hemorrhaging for twelve years (9:20-23). 
She was convinced Jesus could do what others, in her case, doctors, could not do. She 
believed all she had to do was touch his garment and she would be healed. She was 
right! Jesus honored her faith and made her well. 

9. Jesus heals two blind men (9:27—31). The two men take the initiative and cry out to 
Jesus, “Have mercy on us, Son of David” (27). Jesus’ response is, “According to your faith 
will it be done to you” (9:29). Again, we see this beautiful partnership of human faith 
and God’s power. 



10. Jesus heals a demon possessed man who had been unable to speak (9:32-33). Once  
again, we see a man who could not help himself who is brought by friends to Jesus who 
healed him. Their faith resulted in his being made whole. 

 
In most of these healings, Jesus responds to the initiative and faith of a seeking person who is 
confident that Jesus can meet their need. In what area of your life is Jesus waiting for you to 
reach out to him in faith, believing him for a miracle of spiritual new birth or physical healing in 
your own life or in the life of another? We experience incredible joy when we see Jesus do 
something in our life or in the life others that only he can do. However, he may not do it until 
we reach out in faith to him for ourselves or for others. Is Jesus waiting on you to reach out in 
faith to him so he can demonstrate his supernatural power? That is something to think about! 
 
Chapter 10 is an amazing conclusion to this sequence of chapters in Matthew’s gospel. At this 
point, Jesus is basically saying, now it is your turn! I will give you the authority and power to do 
all that you have been watching me do. I wonder what kind of initial thought waves that may 
have sent through the apostles. Maybe not as shocking as we may think. In that day, it was 
understood that the followers of a Rabbi would emulate his life in their own daily experience.  
They followed him and learned from him so they could live in a similar way. Jesus would later 
tell his disciples, as recorded in John 14:12, “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will 
do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these…” Did they believe that? 
Scripture confirms that they did. The question is, “Do we believe that?” “Do I believe that?” 
 
At the same time that Jesus sends them out so they can minister confidently, he prepares them 
for the realities they will soon experience. He is sending them out as sheep among wolves 
(10:16). They may experience betrayal and persecution (10:21-23). Expect to be treated like 
they have treated me (10:24). Conflict, not peace may result from their ministry (10:34-36). 
 
However, he challenges them to be faithful, to be confident that God’s Spirit will give them the 
words they need when they are arrested (10:19, 20). They should not be afraid (10:26,31). Their 
allegiance to him must be above all other allegiances in their life (10:37-39). 
 
As you read this, what thoughts come to mind? Do you see them as relevant to your life? If so, 
why? If not, why not? For tens of thousands of harassed and persecuted believers in the world 
today, they can identify immediately with what Jesus is saying, both in their bold witness and in 
the response of others to them. In contrast, I suspect for us, we struggle to see this as 
descriptive of our life as a follower of Jesus. I don’t believe Jesus intends this chapter to be 
irrelevant to our lives. How can it become more of a reality in our life? in my life? Questions to 
ponder! May God give us courage to step into this kind of life in an increasingly pagan culture. 
 
In these chapters, Jesus is laying out foundational principles for how we are to live as his 
followers. He is also reassuring us of his authority and power given to us as we carry on the 
ministry he began and has now entrusted to us. May we be kingdom builders, living in the daily 
confidence that “His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our 
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.” 2 Peter 1:3 


