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First Baptist Church Bible Reading and Prayer Plan 
“New Testament Devotionals” 

Week 7: February 14 - 20, 2021; Matthew 1-5  
Scott Peterson 

 

When we read through the book of James last week, we understood how God is calling us to be 

“mature and complete” in our Christian faith (for context, see James 1:2-4). And Paul agrees with 

this, as seen in Ephesians 4:11-14… 

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 
teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built 
up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be 
infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of 
teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. (emphasis 
mine) 

I believe the Holy Spirit guided Paul and James to write their epistles partly based on Jesus’ words 

in Matthew 4:19 where He says, “Come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” It is this 

verse I would like to focus on in the devotional. (After all, my title is “Pastor of Discipleship and 

Evangelism.”) 

But first, as we kick off our reading of the book of Matthew, let us take a minute and get an 

overview of Matthew’s account of the life of Christ. To prepare, I took out one of my seminary 

books (The Cradle, the Cross, and the Crown) and had an enjoyable re-read; a few of the words 

from the text I will share below: 

It is little wonder that Matthew’s Gospel quickly became the favorite Gospel of the early 

church. Matthew’s Gospel in one of only two Gospels written directly by one of the 12 

disciples, and it also richly theological and a great emphasis on such truths as Jesus’ 

identity as the virgin-born Immanuel. With its frequent citations of the OT, Matthew’s 

Gospel emphasizes Jesus’ fulfillment of God’s messianic promises. … Moreover, Matthew’s 

Gospel demonstrates with special clarity that Jesus’ death was sacrificial and that he 

rescued his disciples from the penalty of their sins. Thus, it is no surprise that El Renan 

identified Matthew’s Gospel as the most important book ever written. 

What also caught my eye in re-reading the book was the statement that Matthew’s Gospel is 

written to share “a historical account of Jesus’ life and teachings that explains his spiritual 

significance,” AND it has a secondary purpose to “serve as a manual for discipleship.” 

Let us take a look at what is meant by these statements. Grab some coffee and join me… 

In Chapter 1, a partial genealogy of Jesus is shared with an emphasis on Abraham as the father of 

the Jewish nation, and also on King David from whom the Messiah would be linked to. Of course, 
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we also see Christ’s virgin birth with the first of no less than 16 OT references in chapters 1-5; 

here, it is Isaiah 7:14 which prophecies the virgin birth and tells who this Baby is: God with us. 

Chapter 2 focuses on the Magi and the “Massacre of the Innocents” with 3 Old Testament 

references. Chapter 3 introduces us to John the Baptist and Johns’ words of “Repent for the 

Kingdom of heaven is near” (3:2 – later, Matthew records Jesus speaking the exact same words in 

4:17b). Chapter 4 starts with the encounter with Satan and how Christ resisted him through 

speaking out-loud, using the Word, and taking authority over the devil. Then chapter 5 starts “The 

Sermon on the Mount” (chapters 5-7) which starts with the Beatitudes: “Blessed are the…” (I’m 

leaving “The Sermon on the Mount” to be shared by Terry Port next week as he will share with you 

chapters 6-10).  

But for this devotional, I would like to return to chapter 4 and the words of Christ in verses 17-19: 

From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” As 
Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and 
his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. “Come, 
follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.”  

What stands out to me after the call of Jesus to follow him are the 8 words that follow: “and I will 
make you fishers of men” (or “and I will make you fish for people” CSB). The word “and” is a 
coordinating conjunction linking 2 phrases together: here, the call to follow Christ is then 
explained as far as what that means, what will happen. Jesus has a plan, a purpose in the call: we 
see both transformation and application. How so? “I will make” is the transformation, and it is a 
process. That takes time. “Fishers of men” is the application of the transformational process. It 
speaks of the purpose that the transformation of a person will focus on, and Jesus was very 
concise and specific in this call to his disciples.  

Now I would like to further develop this idea from a previously written document of mine which I 
revised for this devotional. I hope you enjoy it…  

It is about the Cross and the Resurrection. 

Evangelism is bringing people to the foot of the Cross of Christ. It is by God’s grace through faith in 

Jesus Christ we are saved. Discipleship is living life from the power of the Cross of Christ and His 

Resurrection! Since “God demonstrates His own love for us in this: while we were yet sinners, 

Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8), who we are and what we do as children of the living God finds 

central meaning in the Cross of Jesus Christ and His defeat of sin, death, and the devil as He rose 

from the dead.  

What is Discipleship? In a little more detail, discipleship is similar to apprenticeship: it is a time in a 

person’s life when he is learning his trade. It is an urgent process so it cannot be delayed, yet it is 

also slowly developed so it cannot be hurried. Discipleship is not simply behavior modification, but 

its goal is the transformation of the mind and heart; repentance is key. Just as Jesus told His 
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disciples to follow Him to be transformed by Him and apply His teachings, and He is still calling you 

and me today in 2021. The following brief outline will take this a step further: 

The transformation process…  

“We … are being transformed into His likeness with ever increasing glory, which comes from 

the Lord, who is the Spirit” (2 Corinthians 3:18, see also Romans 12:1-2, Hebrews 5:13-14).  

 Maturing …  

The Bible says we are to “become mature … no longer be infants … in all things grow up 

into Him who is the Head, that is, Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-16, see also James 1:2-4, Luke 

8:14-15, Colossians 1:28-29). 

Christ-likeness … 

“For those God foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of His Son” 

(Romans 8:29, see also 2 Corinthians 5:20, Luke 6:40, Galatians 4:19). 

How is this done? I love this passage in Colossians: “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as 

Lord, continue to live in Him, rooted and built up in Him, strengthened in the faith as you were 

taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow 

and deceptive philosophy which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world 

rather than on Christ” (2:6-8). It starts with a strong faith—an active trust—that leads to an 

Unshakable Hope. God is not building “mushroom” Christians who spring up overnight but then 

soon wither, are squashed, or are choked out. Who is God building? God is building faith-filled 

“Oak Tree” Christians whose roots are strong and grow deep in Him. King David writes:  

Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the 

way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.  But his delight is in the law of the 

LORD, and on His law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by 

streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. 

Whatever he does prospers (Psalm 1:1-3).  

The spiritual formation taking place makes us aware of the empty deceptions found in the world; 

more so, we are seeking to become who God is transforming us to be: like Christ. It takes place as 

we each learn to conduct our life in harmony with His will as though Jesus were living through us: 

Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches. If a man abides in Me and I in him he will bear 

much fruit; apart from Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). 

But what are the hindrances and challenges we face? One is our sinful nature (our flesh) which can 

lead to many problems in life. The Apostle Paul writes, “For what I do is not the good I want to do; 

no, the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no 

longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it” (Romans 7:19-20, see also Matthew 15:17-

20). Our flesh manifests in our lives by a preoccupation with gratifying unbiblical desires, craving 

and accumulating things, and obsessing about one’s status or importance (see 1 John 2:16). 
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Instead of being formed by the power of the Holy Spirit, we are being formed by our flesh, the 

ungodly patterns of this world (see Romans 12:2), and the schemes of our enemy (see Ephesians 

6:11-13). In essence, we will either be “discipled” by the world, the flesh, or the devil, or we will be 

discipled by God. If we refuse to receive direction from the Word, the world is more than happy to 

take over. The inevitable result of not following Christ is that our lives become unfruitful and our 

relationships, especially our familial relationships, can break down and bring loneliness, struggles, 

addictions, and even crime into our neighborhoods, our region, and beyond. But when we are 

discipled by God, our faith is refreshed and built up, and we begin to mature in being able to 

consistently defeat sinful temptations in life within the body of Christ. Discipleship then becomes 

God’s method by which we are being freed from the power of sin in our lives so that we may live 

for our Lord Jesus Christ—and that is our Sanctification (progressive). My prayer is that as we live 

as family at First Baptist, we seek to get out of the “comfort zones” we have built for ourselves 

(and I am writing especially to myself here) and live out our faith in love in humble submission 

before our holy and sovereign God.  

Now I would like to be clear about something: discipleship is not about earning God’s favor. No. 

The gospel is clearly the message of grace and faith. The Bible is clear that we have been freed 

from the very penalty of sin in order to live for our Lord Jesus Christ—and that is our Justification 

(we have been declared “not guilty” of sin when we received Christ).   

Another point of clarification: our spiritual journey will take effort, obedience. And we will not be 

seeking to simply “try” and accomplish His will. No. Discipleship is “training” not “trying”: as the 

apostle Paul wrote to Timothy in 1 Timothy 4:7, “Have nothing to do with godless myths and old 

wives’ tales; rather, train yourself to be godly” (or as The Message puts it: “Stay clear of silly stories 

that get dressed up as religion. Exercise daily in God—no spiritual flabbiness, please!”). God is 

seeking the transformation of the heart and mind, for us to mature in our very being, both 

individually and as church. Then in 2021, people in Cambridge, Isanti, Isanti County, and beyond 

will know through experience that the congregation of FBC truly cares for people in need as we 

unleash mercy and hope by God’s grace and the power of the Holy Spirit: we aim to let our “doing” 

flow from our “being” as what we do authentically comes from who we are. Therefore, we will 

follow God’s lead in being “fishers of men”—in bringing a winsome witness—in what we do and 

say, for “Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of 

Christ” (Romans 10:17). And this “fishing” is for all people (see 2 Peter 3:9 and 1 Timothy 2:4) 

according to your gifting: we may not all be evangelists, but we are all witnesses. Will it take 

sacrifice? Yes. Will it require you and me to deny our base impulses? Yes. Will we need to set aside 

our pride and desire for control and humbly submit to Jesus Christ? Yes. Will it take courage? 

Absolutely. Will it be worth it to us?… I believe with all my heart that it will be for all! But 

ultimately…that will be for each person to decide.  

How about you, friend? As Jesus said 2,000 years ago, He still says to you and me today:       

“Come, follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 


