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“But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers 
among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign 

Lord who bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves” (2 Peter 2:1) 
 
This passage demands our attention. We are not simply being told that there are religious 
people who disagree with our interpretation of the Bible. What Peter is telling us is that there 
are false teachers who are actively trying to seduce people with false gospels. Jesus said in 
Matthew 7:15, “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are 
ravenous wolves” (Matthew 7:15). We are directly commanded by our Lord to watch out for 
these types of people. 
 
False Prophets 
The first thing to point out in 2 Peter 2:1 is the comparison of false prophets and false teachers. 
The Old Testament shows how false prophets were a major problem for Israel. When a true 
prophet brought a message from God, it carried the weight and authority of God. It would 
obviously be a great danger to Israel if someone claimed to be a prophet when God never gave 
that person a message. God does not take kindly to this kind of deceit: “But a prophet who 
presumes to speak in my name anything I have not commanded, or a prophet who speaks in 
the name of other gods, is to be put to death” (Deuteronomy 18:20). 
 
God provided a few ways to test prophets to see if they were truly speaking for Him. The most 
obvious was to identify who the prophet was claiming to speak for. Going back to Deuteronomy 
18:20, God states that “a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods” is automatically a 
false prophet. It logically follows that if there is only one true God, speaking in the name of 
another non-existent god is a form of false prophecy. If anyone today from another religion 
claims to speak for a false god, they are a false prophet. 
 
Deuteronomy 18:22 gives another test, “If what a prophet proclaims in the name of 
the Lord does not take place or come true, that is a message the Lord has not spoken. That 
prophet has spoken presumptuously, so do not be alarmed.” One of the amazing things about 
Scripture is the number of fulfilled prophecies it contains. God cannot lie and He will do exactly 
what He says He will do. So, fulfilled prophecy is a wonderful proof of His providence and the 
authenticity of Scripture. God would never give a prophet a message about future events unless 
those events were sure to take place. If anyone today claims in the name of God that a 
particular event will happen that never comes to pass, they are a false prophet. 
A third test can be found in Deuteronomy 13:1-4. 
 

If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among you and announces to you a 
sign or wonder, and if the sign or wonder spoken of takes place, and the prophet says, 



“Let us follow other gods” (gods you have not known) “and let us worship them,” you 
must not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer. The Lord your God is testing you 
to find out whether you love him with all your heart and with all your soul. It is the 
Lord your God you must follow, and him you must revere. Keep his commands and obey 
him; serve him and hold fast to him. 
 

There are times when false prophets seem to correctly predict that a certain event or miracle 
will happen. At this point, the prophet is to be tested by showing fidelity to the Lord. A false 
prophet will try to lead people after false gods. God commanded that His people were to 
remain faithful to Him and to the commands of Scripture. So, prophets were not only judged by 
their prophecy, but they were also judged by whether they were pointing people to the one 
true God in accordance with the Scriptures. If anyone today appears to correctly predict future 
events or perform miracles but they promote a false gospel that goes against the Bible, they are 
a false prophet. 
 
In the New Testament, Jesus gave another test. After warning about false prophets, Matthew 
7:16-17 records Jesus saying, “By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes 
from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad 
tree bears bad fruit.” A true disciple of Christ will bear the fruit that Jesus talks about in His 
Sermon on the Mount. Good trees bear good fruit. But false prophets and false teachers are 
not good trees. Consider how 2 Peter 2:12-14 characterizes false teachers:  
 

They are like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct, born only to be caught and 
destroyed, and like animals they too will perish. They will be paid back with harm for the 
harm they have done. Their idea of pleasure is to carouse in broad daylight. They are blots 
and blemishes, reveling in their pleasures while they feast with you. With eyes full of 
adultery, they never stop sinning; they seduce the unstable; they are experts in greed—an 
accursed brood! 
 

We are told both to watch out for false prophets and false teachers, and that we should judge 
them by their fruit. There are entire broadcasting networks today that host people who claim to 
be prophets. However, they constantly make errors in prophecies they claim they received 
from God. And there are many who have been involved in multiple scandals involving 
everything from infidelity to illegal financial activity. Some have even been restored to their 
positions of religious power after continued moral failures. I only point this out to show the 
importance of Jesus’ command to be discerning as we test self-proclaimed prophets according 
to Scripture. 
 
False Teachers 
Addressing the topic of false prophets helps us see that fidelity to the Lord and to Scripture is 
the mark of someone who speaks in the name of God. Even when prophets received direct 
revelation to give to Israel, the written Scriptures were a binding authority from God. But how 
does that apply to teachers? The essential function of a teacher in the church is someone who 



explains what the Bible says. Similar to how a prophet was a vessel God used to convey verbal 
revelation, a teacher is a vessel God uses to proclaim the truth of His written revelation.  
I think this point helps to understand why Peter made the comparison by saying, “But there 
were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you” (2 
Peter 2:1). False prophets often try to give authority to their message by claiming they received 
it from God. Similarly, false teachers often try to give authority to their message by claiming the 
Bible supports it. Consider what Peter also said concerning the inspired writings of Paul, “His 
letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people 
distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction” (2 Peter 3:16).  
 
So, why is it dangerous for false teachers to distort the Bible? The first statement in our 
church’s Affirmation of Faith says, “We believe that the Bible is the Word of God, fully inspired 
and without error in the original manuscripts, written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
and that it has supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct.” If someone is spreading 
lies, and then convincing people those lies have divine authority, some may be deceived into 
believing those lies are authoritative over their faith and conduct. One reason we study our 
Bibles is because knowing the truth prevents us from being deceived by the lies of false 
teachers. 
 
The Digital Revolution and the Danger of False Teachers 
I love books. Currently, I am in negotiations with my wife to convince her that we need another 
bookshelf because I have run out of storage space. I still find it amazing that I can go online to 
order a book from anywhere in the country and have it in my mailbox within 24 hours. The 
Internet allows us to download digital books and videos in an instant. There is an endless supply 
of articles, blogs, sermons, and other content that people have created. The massive amount of 
information that the Internet makes available is both a blessing and a curse, and that includes 
the area of spiritual growth. I am very selective about which authors and books I will read to 
help in my Bible study. And while this practice may be a bit unorthodox, I also use Mr. Yuk 
stickers to easily identify bad books that I keep for informational purposes.  
 
It is important to consider who we go to for our spiritual nourishment. The Bible is always our 
authoritative source for all matters of faith and conduct. It is a divine revelation from God, and 
it carries the authority of God Himself. It is also the standard by which we are to test 
everything. We often hear of the noble Bereans, but we must be careful to consider why they 
were noble. The Apostle Paul – one who performed miracles and was mighty in the Scriptures – 
came to the Bereans to teach them. And how did they respond to Paul’s teaching? They 
received it eagerly, but they examined the Scriptures to see if it was true. And they were 
considered more noble for testing what even the great Apostle Paul taught. 
 
Do we show such eagerness to test what we hear? I know I have heard Jared encourage us 
multiple times to go home and see if what he has said in a sermon aligns with Scripture. By 
doing so, he is encouraging us to do what God sees as noble. Have you tested what I have 
written here against what is in the Bible? I have included the verses so that you can go there 
yourself and see if what I am saying is true. 



And do you test the content you see and hear from Christian sources? If you listen to online 
sermons outside First Baptist, do you examine the church’s statement of faith? Have you 
examined the beliefs of your favorite authors from the Christian bookstore? If you watch 
television channels with people claiming to be prophets, do you hold them accountable to the 
tests of Scripture? I can tell you that the process of examining these sources can be a lot of 
work. But that is what we are called to do. 
 
We are told in different ways that there will be false prophets and false teachers hiding 
amongst Christians, seeking to introduce destructive heresies. Jesus Himself commands us to 
beware of these people. But we have a God of truth who is our light so that we might expose 
the lies of darkness (Ephesians 5:6-11). And He has preserved for us a holy Bible so that we 
might know the truth, and that it would help us grow in spiritual maturity and discernment. Let 
us remember what our Lord prayed for us in John 17:17, “Sanctify them by the truth; your word 
is truth.” 
 


