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As I sit in our office to begin writing some devotional thoughts for Mark 11-16, I can hear the pounding of nail 
guns across the street as men are framing a new house. It is a plan that is becoming a reality as they assemble 
the house piece by piece. When they are finished framing the house, others will follow to put on shingles, put 
in windows, add siding, pour concrete for the basement and garage floor, put in utilities, hang and tape dry 
wall, and eventually put all of the finishing touches on the inside and outside of the house.   
 
I see a parallel between what I hear going on across the street and what I read in Mark 11-16. Jesus came to 
lay the foundation, not for a house, but for a temple (Ephesians 2:21). Not for temporary accommodation, but 
for an eternal kingdom. After he has laid the foundation (1 Corinthians 3:11), he would use millions of his 
followers across the centuries to build upon it as he establishes and grows his kingdom in our world. 
 
As I read Mark 11-16, I am impressed with how knowledgeable and intentional Jesus was as he laid the 
foundation for his kingdom and the church, especially in his last days and hours. He knew exactly what he was 
doing. He was aware of every detail. He was implementing the Father’s blueprint. I want to guide us through a 
number of clear indications of this fact from Mark 11-16 that range from huge big picture perspectives to tiny 
personal details. I will bring to our attention illustrations of this fact from each chapter. Let’s begin. 
 
Chapter 11 begins with the account of his triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Jesus knew the exact time for this 
event in his life when he would publicly be recognized for who he was, Messiah. He instructs two of his 
disciples to go to the village ahead of them and find a colt to bring to him. He also told them that if any one 
questioned them as to why they were doing it, they should simply tell them “the Lord needs it” (11:3) and will 
return the donkey when the need for it is over. He knew what was about to take place had been prophesied in 
Zechariah 9:9, “Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, 
righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” That prophecy 
was about to be fulfilled. Jesus knew it and orchestrated it.  
 
Unlike Jesus, the people who participated that day had no clue as to the true significance of the event. I am 
confident not a single person in the crowd shouted to their neighbor in the midst of the excitement, “Isn’t it 
incredible that we get to be part of the fulfillment of Zechariah’s prophecy!” But it was God’s ordained time.  
Luke records in his gospel in Luke 19:40, when the religious leaders complained to Jesus about the celebration 
he was allowing, that he told them, “if they (the people) keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” It was the 
Father’s ordained time to recognize Jesus as King and Messiah and nothing could stop it. Only Jesus knew. 
 
Later in chapter 11 the gospel writer relates the account of Jesus clearing the temple. He exercised his 
authority as Son of God to single handedly chase out hundreds of merchants who were taking advantage of 
people who had come to Jerusalem to make sacrifices to the Lord. Those who walked many miles were unable 
to bring the animals with them to sacrifice so had to buy them at the temple. The people who were selling 
needed items to them, would charge exorbitant prices and take terrible advantage of the pilgrims who were 
fulfilling God’s commands to come to Jerusalem to make sacrifices. As Jesus sees this going on, he is incensed, 
and exercises righteous anger. Acting as God’s Son, no one opposes him nor can stop him as he carries out a 
needed cleansing of the temple. He was in charge. He was here to do the Father’s will. He was absolutely clear 
on that. In stark contrast to the humility he would later demonstrate, he acts now with total authority. 
 



As he does so, he also makes a clear statement as to his Father’s intent for the place in which they are 
merchandising and robbing. It is to be a house of prayer for all the nations (11:17). Sadly, they have made it a 
den of robbers. Although we may not be guilty of financially ripping people off at church, Jesus powerfully 
reminds us that his house is to preeminently be a house of prayer, prayer not only for local ministry, but for all 
nations. Do we see God’s house that way? Do we have a priority of making God’s house a place of prayer? Or 
do we see it as a place where all kinds of other activities and ministries take place with prayer far down the 
line? Jesus desires that prayer be at the top of our “to do” list when we enter his house. I have always been 
impressed that in Ukraine, our brothers and sisters in Christ refer to their church building as a house of prayer. 
When they pray in God’s house, they pray passionately. I remember being there one Sunday when they were 
having a baptism. During the service, each of the candidates shared their testimony, then knelt on the floor 
and prayed powerfully. I had never seen anything like it. Even as new believers, they were already praying 
publicly and with passion. We can learn from them. They provide a strong role model for what we need to be 
doing when we gather in the building we call church. May it increasingly be a house of prayer for us as well. 
 
In chapter 12, Jesus tells a parable that reveals his own coming experience. The parable in essence is a story of 
the history of the Jewish people in consistently rejecting God’s purposes for them, now dramatically illustrated 
by their rejection of him. The owner of the vineyard eventually sends his son whom the tenants kill. Mark 
relates that when Jesus concludes the parable. The religious leaders “knew he had spoken the parable against 
them.” (12:12) He is also speaking of himself as the soon to be killed son. Jesus is making very clear what his 
future holds and who would be responsible for his death. Although he communicated the truth through a 
parable, which he often did so that the people would not fully understand. In this case his listeners 
understood full well what he was saying. Jesus is taking that next step that would eventually lead him to the 
cross. He knew it. 
 
Later on in chapter 12, Jesus further builds on and clarifies who he is and indicates the authority that has been 
given to him… “The Lord said to my Lord: Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet.” Jesus 
takes this well-known Messianic prophecy and applies it to himself. Jesus to some extent is toying with the 
religious leaders when he in essence is asking how can Messiah be the son of David when he is superior to 
him? (12:35, 36) Once again Jesus is publicly declaring the authority he has as Messiah. In a word, at a future 
time, the Father will put all his enemies under his feet. To “add fuel to the fire” Jesus warns the large crowd to 
watch out for the teachers of the law who seek honor for themselves, devour widows, yet make a show of 
spirituality with lengthy public prayers. (12:38-40) Jesus’ actions are culturally radical. Almost all people were 
fearful of the leaders lest they be kicked out of the synagogue (John 9:22) and denied access to Jewish 
religious activities. In contrast, Jesus confronts them without fear. He knows his authority is superior to theirs. 
 
In chapter 13, we see Jesus demonstrating his authority from a different perspective. He indicates full 
knowledge of future events related to the end of the age. This is a big picture perspective. He teaches his 
disciples how things will end. Only God knew that. Jesus is making clear he is deity as he speaks. He knows 
what only God knows. He is also teaching that he understands how his present ministry and future crucifixion 
are in harmony with the Father’s long-term purposes. We do not have time to go into the details of what Jesus 
is teaching Peter, James, John and Andrew (13:30) at this time. However, in a cursory review he teaches them 
about some of the specific events that will accompany the last days, what the consequences will be for 
believers, how all of creation will be involved, how intense life will be and how eventually “the Son of Man will 
come in clouds with great power and glory.” (13:26) Jesus concludes the passage by exhorting them to always 
be ready, because only the Father knows the exact time this will take place. (13:32) We too need to live in a 
perpetual state of readiness as we look forward to the second coming of Jesus. Are you ready? 
 
Jesus continues to be increasingly explicit that his time on earth is nearing its end.  The first verses of chapter 
14 tell the beautiful story of the worship of Jesus as a woman comes and anoints his feet. She pours expensive 



alabaster perfume on his feet and wipes them dry with her hair in an act of profound love, devotion and 
worship as he reclines at the table in the house of Simon the Leper. Remember he was in a prone position 
facing the table so she has easy access to his feet. Some who are present rebuke her for her extravagance.  
They complain that perfume could have been sold and the money given to help many poor people. However, 
in addition to accepting her act of devotion he says, “She poured perfume on my body before hand to prepare 
for my burial.” (14:8) Again Jesus is clearing declaring his full awareness of what he will soon be facing.  The 
rest are in the dark, but Jesus knows what will soon take place. 
 
Later in the chapter Mark records that Jesus indicates once again to his disciples that his time of crucifixion is 
near. As they gather for the Last Supper, he tells them that he will not drink the fruit of the vine again until     
“I drink it anew in the kingdom of God.” (14:25) Jesus then proceeds to give them additional troubling details, 
which they are unable to accept. “You will all fall away.” (14:27) He becomes even more specific and tells 
Peter he will deny him three times before the rooster crows twice. Peter emphatically rejects this idea as do 
the rest of the disciples speaking for themselves in regard to Jesus’ prediction. Jesus continues to provide clear 
evidence that he is fully aware of what will soon happen in his life as well as in the lives of his disciples. 
 
Jesus’ experience in Gethsemane provides insight into the humanity of Jesus as clearly as what we have talked 
about until now demonstrates his deity. The Garden becomes a place of intense spiritual and emotional 
struggle for Jesus. He tells Peter, James, and John “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of 
death.” (14:34) As he nears the cross, the reality of what is about to occur is penetrating to the deepest part of 
his being. As he begins to pray to the Father, he even suggests an openness to finding another way other than 
the brutality and suffering of death on a Roman cross: “Take this cup from me.” (14:36) The book of Hebrews 
reveals in 5:7, “he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save him 
from death.” In the end, Jesus submitted to the Father’s will as he had indicated he would as he prayed, “Yet 
not what I will, but what you will.” (14:36) The gravity of what Jesus would soon experience weighed heavily 
upon him in a way we cannot begin to comprehend. Yet because of his love for us, he pushed on to the cross, 
regardless of the incomprehensible cost he would pay. Please take a moment to humble yourself before Jesus 
and thank him for what he was willing to do for you so you could receive God’s forgiveness and have a 
personal relationship with him as his son or daughter. 
 
Having crossed this bridge of no return, Jesus presses on to the cross. Judas leads an armed crowd of priests, 
teachers of the law and religious elders to arrest Jesus (14:43) Jesus tells the leaders that they have had no 
shortage of opportunities to arrest him previously as he taught in the temple courts. But now the moment had 
come. “The Scriptures must be fulfilled.” (14:49) Luke adds Jesus’ comment to the leaders in 22:53, “But this is 
your hour—when darkness reigns.” Jesus knew this was the moment when his betrayal would take place. The 
disciples then all desert him and flee (14:50) just as he had told them they would just a few hours earlier. The 
Father’s plans march forward with Jesus continuing to be aware of what was happening each step of the way 
as the Scriptures continue to be fulfilled. 
 
The next step takes Jesus before the chief priests, elders and teachers of the law. (14:53) He stands before the 
Sanhedrin, the highest court of justice and the supreme council in Jerusalem at that time, made up of 70 men 
and the High Priest, Caiaphas. They struggle to find two witnesses, even false witnesses, who can agree in 
bringing charges against Jesus. Jesus resolves their dilemma. Up to this point during all of this activity Jesus 
remains silent and offers no defense. (14:61) Then there is a dramatic change. When asked by the high priest if 
he is the Christ, the Messiah, the anointed one, he responds,” I am. …and you will see the Son of Man sitting at 
the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.” (14:62) Jesus makes a clear 
declaration of his Messiahship. With that statement Jesus guarantees his death on a cross. Caiaphas tears his 
clothes upon hearing this statement by Jesus, which to him was pure blasphemy. The Sanhedrin is in full 
agreement. The punishment of Jesus begins immediately as they spit on him, blindfold him and begin to strike 



him with their fists. (14:65) Jesus, not the victim but the one who is in control, has hit the “Continue” button 
with his comment as he moves ever closer to the cross. 
 
Before Pilate, as recorded in chapter 15, Jesus continues to be very selective in when he responds to his 
accusers. In contrast, Jesus without hesitation tells Pilate that he is the King of the Jews (15:2). He knew his 
identity and had no reservations at this ordained time in declaring that to Pilate (15:2). However, in regard to 
the accusations the religious leaders were making, Jesus makes no reply (15:5). He is submitting to the 
Father’s will as the spineless Pilate, lacking true character, capitulates to the Jewish mob and gives consent for 
him to be crucified (15:15) although he finds no evidence for a valid charge against him (John 19:4) 
 
Jesus has been in control of his destiny throughout this entire chaotic and traumatic process. However, as 
Jesus is hanging on the cross, he reveals something that he had not anticipated. Something that was not part 
of his plan. Because he was carrying the weight of the world’s sin in his body as the sacrificial Lamb of God, he 
experienced separation from the Father for the first and only time in his life. He cries out with the agonizing 
question, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (15:34) There is a clear sense that Jesus was not 
anticipating this traumatic, unprecedented separation. The Father had no choice but to distance himself from 
Jesus as he took upon himself the wrath of God to pay for our sin. Jesus did not anticipate, nor could he, what 
would happen in that moment when the Father’s wrath against sin was laid upon him. Praise God it was 
momentary. Praise God it meant for those of us who have put our faith fully in Jesus, total forgiveness of our 
sins. We will never experience God’s wrath. Take time right now to reflect on this powerful truth. What Jesus 
suffered for you in that moment means that unlike Jesus, you will never be the object of God’s wrath because 
of your sins. May each of us humble ourselves before Jesus and praise him for his extravagant love for us. 
 
Mark concludes his gospel with the glorious good news of Jesus’ resurrection from the grave. Again, perfectly 
in keeping with God’s plan. Jesus was a knowledgeable, willing participant in all of this because of his love for 
us. He was willing to pay a price we cannot fathom. He was willing to suffer excruciating pain and death. He 
knew what he was doing and willingly submitted his life in amazing humility so we could be forgiven and have 
a personal relationship with the Father and with him. He also knew what awaited him…a return to the Father’s 
presence and the glories of heaven, sitting down at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:2) 
 
As I have been preparing this reading during the Christmas season, I have had time to contemplate that Jesus’ 
life ended as it began…with God totally disrupting the plans of people as he brought to reality his own plans. 
The lives of Zechariah, Elizabeth, Mary and Joseph all involved major change in plans, to say the least! The end 
of his life would result in similar, radical change of plans for his mother, Mary, the apostles and for all of his 
followers. However, it was all to fulfill God’s purposes and to carry out his plans, many of which had been 
prophesied hundreds of years before. I believe the life application for us is simple, but not easy. God is 
fulfilling his purposes in our lives. We have the right to make plans. God always has the right to change them.  
When he does, we need to learn to trust him and believe that these are not random changes but are 
intentional on his part to fulfill his purposes for us, making us more like Jesus (Romans 8:28-30).  
 
Let me conclude with two biblical reminders. “Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose 
that prevails.” (Proverbs 19:21) “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him 
who have been called according to his purposes.” (Romans 8:28) No one has lived their life with greater clarity 
of those truths than Jesus. Jesus came to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10); to give his life a ransom for 
many (Matthew 20:28). He was laser focused on doing that and did it successfully no matter the cost. We are 
not divine. We cannot understand and submit to the Father’s plan for our life in the way that Jesus did with 
total clarity and consistancy. However, we can daily be committed to his purposes for our life and trust him 
when he exercises his divine authority and purpose and changes our life circumstances as he fulfills his will for 
us. His will and plans for our life are always for our good. 


