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First Baptist Church Bible Reading and Prayer Plan 
New Testament Devotional 

Week 23: June 6-12; Revelation 16-22 
Donna Reiter 

 
 

Stay tuned for some scenes from our next episode. . . 
So end many TV shows. Marketers know that the way to sell books is to give a short summary on the 
cover to create curiosity. This is also the reason why producers spend time and money-making 
trailers to promote their movies. Their goal is to give a little teaser to make sure people want to be 
there for the real thing. The message of Revelation was meant to be an encouragement, especially 
for the oppressed believers of the first century. But in a way, the book of Revelation is also a teaser 
for what is yet to come. We are given the information we have been given to encourage us to stand 
firm when times are tough because of the promise of what is to come. Peter wrote, “Set your hope 
fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:13). Paul 
told the believers in Rome that he did not think any current suffering was even worth being 
compared to the glory that will be revealed (Romans 8:18). 
 
What we know of heaven causes us to have great anticipation, but we really have very little 
information. Think about how few passages there are that actually describe heaven and then try to 
imagine describing this earth in that amount of space. How would you begin to tell of the wonders of 
the ocean or the beauty of the mountains, the minute scales that color a butterfly’s wing or the 
majestic lion, or deserts, rain forests, snowflakes, the wonder of a thunderstorm, electricity, 
magnetic forces, or the softness of a baby’s kiss? Not only is it just the tiniest peek into heaven, John 
was also describing things no one had experienced. He lacked words. He described the streets as 
being “like gold, like pure glass” and later “gold like transparent glass” (21:18, 21). Gold isn’t 
transparent, but John was doing the best he could to describe the beauty he saw. 
 
Our world, though flawed and fallen, is incredible. And it is just a shadow of what is to come. We 
have hints, even here, of wonders beyond our experience. For example, the mantis shrimp has 
eyes much more complex than ours. Among several superior abilities of their eyesight is their 
photoreceptors for color. We have three photoreceptor cells which allow us to see colors.  The 
mantis shrimp has 12. They see colors we cannot imagine. 
 
Depending on the breed, a dog’s sense of smell is 10,000-100,000 times better than ours. We have 
about 6,000,000 olfactory receptors in our noses. Dogs have up to 300 million and the part of their 
brains that processes scents is 40 times greater than ours. 
 
The God who created colors and smells beyond our ability to comprehend has much more in store 
for us in every way. As beautiful as orchestra music is, in heaven it will not be tainted by human 
physical limitations. Imagine sweet fruit in a place without any decay. 
 
We will understand all those questions that have troubled mankind as a whole and those we have 
struggled with personally. We will have understanding that is measured by how intimately God 
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knows each one of us now. Paul wrote, “For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. 
Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known” (1 Corinthians 13:12). 
 
Relationships will be perfected. Paul told the Thessalonians he was looking forward to seeing them 
again when Jesus returns (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20). He planned to reconnect and rejoice with 
them. We will not only know our loved ones, but apparently, we will know everyone. The disciples 
recognized Moses and Elijah at the Mount of Transfiguration even though Moses and Elijah died 
centuries earlier (Matthew 17:3-4). 

 
Like John, none of us have ever experienced an earth without the curse. It is not something we can 
fully grasp. To have the beauty of the butterfly’s wings without the destruction to crops caused by 
the caterpillar, the power and grandeur of the ocean without the danger of a storm, to love without 
the threat of death and separation, to experience friendship without disagreement and never know 
the fear of rejection or humiliation…these are things hard for us to fathom. But more than that, we 
will see God, the Almighty Creator of the Universe, the Great I AM, face to face. “No eye has seen, 
nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love Him” (1 
Corinthians 2:9). 
 
John saw a new heaven and new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. In 
this new creation there will be no pain, crying or mourning, no hunger or thirst. All things will be 
new. Death will die (1 Corinthians 15:26, 54; Revelation 20:14). There will no longer be any curse 
(Revelation 21:1-3, 5; 22:3). Paul wrote,  
 

The creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. For 
the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of 
the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its 
bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God 
(Romans 8:20-21). 
 

Some people paint heaven as a boring eternity of sitting on a cloud playing a harp. This is not the 
image the Bible portrays. We will have jobs. Adam was working in the garden before the curse. 
Work is not a curse—only the current futility and frustrations associated with it (Genesis 2:15). We 
will serve God, as we have here, only without our human failings (Revelation 7:15; 21:3). There will 
be rivers and trees and kings and nations (Revelation 21:24; 22:1). We will rule with Christ 
(Revelation 22:5). Heaven is going to be everything good from this earth with nothing evil, sad, or 
painful. 
 
In the meantime, however, the battle still rages. Hebrews 2:7 asserts that although Jesus has now 
been crowned with glory and honor, “at present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to 
Him.” Paul promised, “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet” (Romans 16:20). 
But that time is not yet. 
 
There is still coming a magnificent defeat of evil once and for all. The enemies of Christ, “have one 
purpose and will give their power and authority to the beast. They will wage war against the Lamb, 
but the Lamb will triumph over them because He is Lord of lords and King of kings” (Revelation 
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16:13). There is coming a final battle to end all the strife and evil that came into the world on that 
day in the garden. Satan and his minions will be thrown into the lake of fire to be tormented for 
ever and ever. And there will be judgment for every person who has or ever will live on this earth. 
Sadly, anyone whose name was not written in the book of life will be thrown into the lake of fire, 
the second death. The first death is separation of body and soul. The second death is the death of 
eternal separation from God. Those who have rejected God throughout life will get what they have 
chosen throughout eternity. 
 
The angel told Daniel, “Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to 
everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt” (Daniel 12:2). Jesus told the crowds, “A 
time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear His voice and come out—those who have 
done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to be 
condemned” (John 5:28-29). And Paul taught the Thessalonian believers, “He will punish those 
who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with 
everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord” (2 Thessalonians 1:8-10).  
 
There is no middle ground. Everyone will be resurrected. Every person you talk to today or see on 
the street will spend eternity either in unfathomable bliss in the presence of God or in 
unimaginable, unspeakable horror. 
 
Our response: 
1. We need to be praying for others, both Christians and unbelievers 

Paul continued his instructions to the Thessalonians saying, “With this in mind, we constantly 
pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of His calling” (2 Thessalonians 1:11). To the 
Philippians he wrote, “This is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge 
and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and 
blameless for the day of Christ” (Philippians 1:9-10). We need to be praying for one another. 

 

Paul urged Timothy to pray for all people, “This pleases God our Savior, who wants all people to 
be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:1-4). Peter explained to the 
persecuted Christians who were wondering why Jesus had not returned that the Lord is giving 
people time to come to salvation, “The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some 
understand slowness. Instead, He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). 
 

It is not God’s will that any should perish. Hell was created for Satan, not people (Matthew 
25:41). God created people to be in relationship with Him. Satan deceived Adam and Eve and 
they disobeyed God, and Satan has been working ever since to deceive everyone who has ever 
lived (Ephesians 2:2). We don’t often talk about hell, but it is a reality, and we need to become 
concerned over souls that are headed there. 
 

2.  We need to share our faith with others as the opportunity arises 
“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect” (1 Peter 3:15). “Be wise in the 
way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your conversation be 
always full of grace…so that you may know how to answer everyone” (Colossians 4:5-6). 
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3.  We need to be praying for those in ministry 
 Not only our own church leaders but also missionaries, lay pastors who serve in closed 

countries, Christian radio stations, those who travel or speak internationally and write books. 
Pray for all those who proclaim the word of God. Paul requested prayer for his ministry, “Pray 
also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known 
the mystery of the gospel” (Ephesians 6: 19). He asked the Colossians to pray “...that God may 
open a door for our message...that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should” (Colossians 4:3-4). 

 

4. We need to constantly keep our focus on the goal  
C. S. Lewis wrote, “If you read history you will find that the Christians who did most for the 
present world were precisely those who thought most of the next. It is since Christians have 
largely ceased to think of the other world that they have become so ineffective in this.” 
 

We know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us…. Therefore, 
we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being 
renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory 
that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since 
what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:14-18; see also 
Romans 8:23-25; 1 Peter 1:13). 

 

5. We need to watch how we live 
“The day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements 
will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. Since 
everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live 
holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming” (2 Peter 3:10-
12). 
 

“Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. 
But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. All 
who have this hope in Him purify themselves, just as He is pure” (1 John 3:2-3). 
 

6. We need to encourage and challenge one another 
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the 
Day drawing near” (Hebrews 10:23-25). 
 

The Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we 
who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with 
these words” (1 Thessalonians 4.16-18). 
 

Jesus concluded His revelation to John saying, “Yes, I am coming soon.” And His people respond, 
“Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.”  (Revelation 22:17-20). 


