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First Baptist Church Bible Reading and Prayer Plan 
New Testament Devotional 

Week 22: May 30 - June 5; Revelation 11-15 
Donna Reiter 

 
In some ways, the task of interpreting Revelation is like finding a decoder ring in the cereal box. 
There are clues given throughout the Bible and throughout the book. Like the secret code on 
the ring, deciphering the meaning involves plugging in the clues (with the help of the Holy 
Spirit). In the chapters for this week, there are several clues to “plug in.” 
 
John went from observer to participant when he was given the task of measuring the temple. 
There are two different Greek words used for “temple” in the New Testament. Naos, used here, 
refers to just the sanctuary where only the priests were allowed to go. The use of the word 
naos is a clue. The more common term, hieron, refers to the entire temple complex. John was 
instructed to measure not only the sanctuary but also “those who are worshiping in it,” which 
would imply more than just one man going about his priestly duties. Furthermore, naos is the 
same word used for the Spirit dwelling in believers. For example, “We are the temple of the 
living God” (2 Corinthians 6:16; see also 1 Corinthians 3:16; Ephesians 2:22; Revelation 3:12). 
The use of naos, as well as the mention of those worshipping in it, indicates that John is using 
“temple” symbolically for believers rather than an actual physical structure. 
 
John was not to measure the outer court “…because it has been given to the Gentiles. They will 
trample on the holy city for 42 months” (11:2). Since the word John used for temple was only 
used of the sanctuary itself, the detail about the outer court would not have been necessary 
except to emphasize the separation of God’s people from the rest of the world and the 
timeframe for the vision.   
 
Luke recorded Jesus’s prophecy about the end times beginning with the fall of Jerusalem: “They 
will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be 
trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled” (Luke 21:24). Paul 
added, “a partial hardening has come upon Israel until the full number of the Gentiles has come 
in” (Romans 11:25).   
 
Israel rejected Jesus. They were once again defeated and exiled from their homeland and the 
Gentiles began trampling the Holy City — literally and figuratively. But God promised that Israel 
would return to the land and to the Lord. It has been 2000 years, not 42 months, so it is safe to 
assume that the time given was symbolic rather than literal. The period of 42 months 
(Revelation 11:2; 13:5), 1260 days (Revelation 11:3; 12:6) and “time, times and ½ a time” 
(Revelation 12:14; Daniel 7:25; 12:7) are all the same length of time. Most likely it is the 
measure of “end times” or “last days.” According to Scripture, we have been in the “last days” 
ever since Christ’s ascension (Acts 2:17; Hebrew 1:2; James 5:3; 1 Peter 1:20; 1 John 2:18). The 
duration of the last days is a predetermined period of time known only to God. Daniel referred 
to the “appointed time” of the end repeatedly in his prophecy (8:19; 11:27, 35) but we are not 
meant to know the exact time (Acts 1:17).  
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During this same time period there will be two witnesses. Some people take the two witnesses 
very literally and expect fire-breathing missionaries. There have been various suggestions 
through the years about who they will be. Some say Enoch and Elijah because they never died 
and every man has an appointment with death (Hebrews 9:27). Others believe Moses and Elijah 
because of the similarity of the miracles. Some think they represent the witness of Christians in 
general. Given that the length of time that they will preach is the same time that the Gentiles 
will be trampling Jerusalem and that Israel is in exile (Revelation 12) — much longer than a 
person’s lifespan — implies that the witnesses are not two specific human beings. The 
significance of there being “two” may be because of the Jewish law, “In your own Law it is 
written that the testimony of two witnesses is true” (John 8:17; cf. Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15; 
Matthew 18:16). 
 
The point is there will be a witness during the entire period of the Gentiles. The witnesses will 
be hated by the world as foretold (Matthew 10:22; 24:9; John 15:19; 1 John 3:3). This prophecy 
has been being fulfilled throughout history as the devil has sought to stamp out faith and kill 
Christians. But he has never succeeded in destroying their testimony. 

 
Chapter 12 begins with a vision of the first advent. Remember, apocalupsis, is not limited to 
future events, it is simply something that can only be known through supernatural revelation. 
 
Read Revelation 12:1-2 — The woman is the nation of Israel. 
1. The promised salvation was through the nation of Israel (John 4:22; cf. Genesis 12:3). 
2. A wife, bride, or virgin is a common symbol in the Bible representing the obedient people of 

God (Jeremiah 6:2; Isaiah 51:18; 2 Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:22-24; Revelation 21:2) 
3. The description of the woman echoes Joseph’s dream of the sun and moon and eleven stars 

representing the tribes of Israel (Genesis 37:9-10). 
4. Christians are “the rest of her offspring” (12:17). Christianity came from the Jews. 
 
Read Revelation 12:3 — The dragon is Satan. 
1. This is clear from the passage (12:9) 
2. The seven heads, ten horns and seven crowns are symbols describing Satan’s attributes.   

o The beast’s heads are explained in Revelation 17:10. They represent seven kings. Most 
likely this is not a literal seven kings, but rather the number of completeness, perhaps 
the total number of rulers, kingdoms or empires in God’s eternal plan. 

o “Horns” throughout the Bible represent power and strength (1 Samuel 2:10; 2 Samuel 
22:3; Psalm 75:4, 5, 10, etc.) 

o John used two different Greek words for “crown” in this chapter. The woman in verse 
one has stephanos, which implies royal or exalted rank or honor. This is the word used 
for a victor’s laurel wreath and as a metaphor for the rewards for the righteous. The 
dragon’s crown, on the other hand, is diadema which is simply an item designating a 
king and political domination. Satan has control over earthly kingdoms. When he was 
tempting Jesus, he offered to give Him, “all the kingdoms of the world and their 
splendor” if Jesus would bow down to him (Matthew 4:8-9). Satan could offer them 
because the kingdoms of this world are his captives.  John wrote, “the whole world is 
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under the control of the evil one” (1 John 5:19). Satan’s control is temporary, but he 
currently has great influence and power on earth. He is the prince of demons (Matthew 
9:34; Mark 3:22; Luke 11:15), the prince of this world (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11), the 
god of this age (2 Corinthians 4:4) and the ruler of the kingdom of the air (Ephesians 
2:2). Satan will give the beast his power and his throne and great authority (Revelation 
13:3). The symbolic numbers illustrate the extent of Satan’s power. We need to be 
aware, but not fearful. “The One who is in you is greater than the one who is in the 
world” (1 John 4:4). 
 

Read Revelation 12:4 — The stars are not literal stars. 
It’s clear in chapter one that stars are symbols for angels (1:16, 20). From other places in 
Scripture, we know that some angels chose to rebel (Matthew 25:41; Ephesians 6:12; 2 Peter 
2:4; Jude 6). Later in this same chapter when the dragon is hurled to earth the account specifies 
that his angels were with him (12:9).  
 
Read Revelation 12:4-5 — The Child is Jesus.   
He is the One Who will rule with an iron rod (Psalm 2:2; Revelation 19:15). King Herod was 
poised to kill Jesus at His birth. Throughout His ministry Jesus faced the threat of death 
(Matthew 2:16, 22; John 8:58; 10:39) and the danger of failing (Matthew 4; 16:22-23). But He 
completed His mission, defeated Satan and was taken up to Heaven to be at the right hand of 
God (Acts 7:55-56; Hebrews 1:3, 13; 8:1; 10:12; 12:2; 1 Peter 3:21-22). 
 
Read Revelation 12:6 — Wilderness is anywhere outside of the Promised Land. 
In prophecy, the term “wilderness” often refers to the place where foreign people lived. For 
example, “all who are in distant places; all the kings of Arabia and all the kings of the foreign 
people who live in the wilderness (Jeremiah 9:25-26; Isaiah 42:10-11; Jeremiah 25:19-24; 31:2; 
50:6-8). Israel will be in the wilderness—outside of her land—for 1260 days (vs. 6) or “time, 
times and half a time” (vs. 14). This is the same length of time that the Gentiles are trampling on 
Jerusalem (11:2) and the two witnesses are preaching (11:3). Again, this is not necessarily a 
specific time frame that needs to be deciphered as much as it indicates that Israel would be 
expelled from her land during this time period. 
 
The Romans destroyed Jerusalem and the temple in AD 70. Over the next 50 years the Jews were 
systematically removed from their land. They were forbidden to enter Jerusalem on penalty of 
death. Emperor Hadrian renamed the province Palaestina (Palestine) in honor of the Jews’ 
ancient enemies, the Philistines. For almost 2000 years the Jews were in “the wilderness.” 
However, the dispersion that sent the Jews into the world may have been the means God used to 
preserved them as a people (12:14-16). By spreading throughout the world yet maintaining their 
identity, the Jewish nation was miraculously preserved and even more miraculously, they have 
returned to their land and recreated the nation. It is too easy to see things through the lens of 
political or military “coincidences.” The return of the nation of Israel to her land demonstrates 
the incredible hand of God working in apparently “normal” circumstances to fulfill a seemingly 
impossible prophecy, not with pyrotechnics, but with power. 
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Read Revelation 12:7-12 
When was Satan evicted from Heaven? This passage implies it was when he was defeated at the 
cross. Job 1:6-12 and 2:1-7 says Satan was in the presence of the Lord with the other angels, 
accusing Job and Zechariah 3:1 says that Satan stood by the priest Joshua to accuse him before 
the Lord. The Gospels tell the physical story of Christ coming to earth to die on the cross. 
Revelation 12 reveals the spiritual reality beyond the physical world reported by His disciples.  
 
Don’t stop at the end of the chapter! Revelation 13 is the continuation of the vision. Chapter 
and verse breaks weren’t added until more than 1000 years after John wrote. 
 
Read Revelation 13:1 — “Sea” figuratively represents people and nations in prophecy.   
Isaiah 17:12 says, “Woe to the many nations that rage — they rage like the raging sea! Woe to 
the peoples who roar — they roar like the roaring of great waters! And Isaiah 57:20 says, “the 
wicked are like the tossing sea.” An explanation is given in Revelation 17:2-15, “The waters you 
saw...are peoples, multitudes, nations and languages.” 
 
Read Revelation 13:2-8 — The beast is a ruling power. 
Daniel described beasts in his vision: a lion with wings like an eagle, a lop-sided bear, a winged 
leopard, and one he did not describe beyond it being powerful and terrifying with large iron 
teeth (Daniel 7). In his next vision there was ram and a flying goat.  Daniel’s beasts always 
represented empires. This beast is a composite of Daniel’s beasts. Satan will give the beast 
power (Revelation 13:3) and the whole world will “worship” the beast. The Greek word used for 
worship, proskyneó, is not limited to worshipping a god; is also used of showing honor to men 
of superior rank so this does not necessarily mean that the whole world will suddenly become 
religious, but they will respect and support this ruler/empire that is hostile to God and His 
people. They are deceived. John stated that all the people whose names are not written in the 
Lamb’s book of life would serve this entity. Daniel wrote that those who had violated the 
covenant or those who are not sincere, would be led astray “but the people who know their 
God will firmly resist” (Daniel 11:32). There have been and will be challenging times, evil will 
prevail, and God’s people will suffer for a predetermined length of time (Revelation 13:5; Daniel 
7:25; 12:7). The timeframe of the beast’s power is 42 months, the same as the time of the 
witnesses testifying, Israel is in dispersion and the Gentiles trampling the outer court. 
 
Read Revelation 13:11-15 — The PR (or perhaps propaganda machine) for the ruler/empire. 
A second beast came from the earth. It looked like an innocent lamb, but it spoke like a dragon. 
This is the entity that persuades people to follow the beast with his deceptive language. There is 
no reason, given the apocalyptic nature of the vision, to demand that a literal icon come to life 
and speak. Only God has the power to give life. We use images all the time to send a message. 
We know what Smokey the Bear says when we see his image, or Uncle Sam pointing his finger 
from a poster. We even associate the composite, frequently updated, image of “Betty Crocker” 
with tasty treats. We have emblems of cars and sports teams and know what they stand for and 
perhaps even their advertising jingle. We are bombarded daily with images meant to persuade 
that we’d be more fulfilled, more successful or happier if we just drive a certain type of car, use 
a particular toothpaste, try a new restaurant, or change our view on an issue or person. The 
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message of the second beast persuades people to respect the ruling power opposed to God’s 
people. Perhaps the “fatal” wound that has been healed indicates that this prophecy has been 
fulfilled in the past and will be fulfilled again. There have been hostile empires opposed to God’s 
people through the centuries: the Roman Empire, the Muslim scourge of the 9th century, the 
Inquisition, communistic regimes, and Islamic nations for example. 
 
Read Revelation 13:16-14:1 
The mark of the beast is probably the most familiar feature of the book of Revelation. But 
again, don’t stop at the end of chapter 13! This is the same vision. The very next verse tells that 
those who follow Christ will also be marked. If it is true that the sealing for Christ is the Holy 
Spirit, is it not possible that the mark of the beast is also a heart choice rather than a physical 
tattoo? Since this message was for all people of all time, perhaps there have been fulfillments 
in the past of people resisting the evil, worldly powers and suffering for it. It may not be as 
obvious as a sign in the grocery store window that reads: No Shoes, No Shirt, No 666, No 
Service. Remember the goal of the beast is deception. It may be Barronelle Stutzman, the 74-
year-old woman in Washington who was willing to lose everything rather than participate in a 
ceremony that violated her religious beliefs. Or Jack Philips from Colorado who has been sued 
and dragged into court multiple times for refusing to compromise his understanding of 
Scripture. Or Aaron and Melissa Klein of Oregon who had to deal with death threats, protests in 
front of their home, and the loss of their business because they held to their convictions. It 
could be a boycott of Chick-Fil-A or Hobby Lobby because of opposing viewpoints and values. 
Money is power. Any attempt to destroy a business or individual financially because of differing 
philosophical or religious convictions would fit this description in Revelation 13. Deception is 
always subtle. It may look to the world like something that is good, being accepting and 
compliant, but the appearance of evil is often lovely (2 Corinthians 11:15). This lamb speaks like 
a dragon. 
 
The writer of Hebrews encouraged the Christians to persevere telling them, “you joyfully 
accepted the plundering of your property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better 
possession and an abiding one. Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a 
great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you 
may receive what is promised” (Hebrews 10:24-26). This is how God’s people resist deception 
and persecution: those who know God and are grounded in His Word are willing to suffer loss in 
this life by focusing on the promise of what is to come. 
 
A paraphrase of Revelation 12-14 
Israel was chosen to bring forth the Savior of the world. Satan attempted to destroy the Savior 
but was unsuccessful and was expelled from heaven. In rage at his defeat, Satan went after 
God’s people. He attacked the Jews and persecuted Christians. Satan continually calls forth and 
empowers evil nations, empires and rulers to attack God’s people and deceive those not firmly 
grounded in the Word of God. Every single individual who will ever live will have to make a 
choice. If a person does not choose to serve God, they will continue be slaves of the devil. Do not 
be deceived. 


