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When we began our study of Psalms last week, we did a quick scan of each of the first ten Psalms. This 
week we are going to approach it differently with an in-depth study of one Psalm in a form of inductive 
Bible study. This method makes observations on a passage of Scripture and then draws conclusions 
based on those observations. (This method is commonly used by the Navigators in their approach to 
Scripture.) Additional assists in Bible study can be found in a plethora of commentaries available and in 
study Bibles. (The NIV Study Bible, the ESV study Bible and the NLT study Bible are excellent starting 
volumes.) 
 
Psalm 19 

“I take this to be the greatest poem in the Psalter and one of the greatest lyrics in the world.” 
C.S. Lewis 

 
We have all awakened to what we had thought was going to be an ordinary day and looked to the east 
and saw what we can only describe as a glorious sunrise and felt an immediate desire to praise God. 
(Robert Browning surely did when he wrote in Pippa Passes-- God’s in His heaven; all is right with the 
world.) I remember it vividly when in my third year of practice in northern Minnesota. I was going 
through a terrible time with difficulties on all sides. Three of my patients had recently died in car 
accidents and other challenges presented to me as a solo practitioner. In the midst of this as I was 
driving to my hospital rounds in Ely, I looked through the back window of my car and saw the most 
glorious sunrise imaginable. I stopped my car and gazed and gave thanks to God allowing the splendor 
of the sunrise to remind me of God’s control of the universe. 
 
Psalm 19 is attributed to David. We don’t know at what period of his life he wrote it but I like to believe 
that it occurred in his younger years while tending his father’s sheep in the hills of Moab. I can see that 
after a long night trying to stay awake and watch for lions, wolves and bears waiting to attack his flocks 
he was ready for sunrise. And what a glorious sunrise it was!  He was moved to proclaim.... 
 
 “The heavens declare the glory of God; 
  the skies proclaim the work of his hands.” 
 
A new day had dawned and David, the shepherd boy, was ready to celebrate God’s presence in it. (He 
may have had a similar experience viewing a nighttime sky when he penned (quilled?) 
 
 “When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
  the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 
 what is man that you are mindful of him, 
  and the son of man that you care for him?” Psalm 8:3-4 
 



David was enraptured by his view of the heavens. (Perhaps a reminder to us to slow down and 
appreciate God through the wonders He has created and with which He has surrounded us.) 
 
Psalm 19 is easily, naturally, and lyrically broken down into 3 parts. He moves through the visible to the 
invisible. He moves from natural revelation to special revelation. And he closes with the response of a 
man of faith. 
 
Verses 1-6 show God’s natural revelation through creation. He displays it in the majesty of the day sky; 
he displays it in the quiet beauty of the night sky. 
 
Words are inadequate and not needed, (no speech nor language is heard -v.3) yet their power extends 
to the ends of the earth. David sees and feels and experiences their beauty, their awe, their size, and 
their grandeur. (“It takes my breath away!”) David wisely and immediately knows that this is the work 
of his creator (The firmament displays His handiwork!). David sees a “God who is glorious in His size, 
having created something so big. He is glorious in His engineering, having created something that 
works so well together. He is glorious in His artistry, having created something so beautiful. He is 
glorious in His goodness and kindness, having created something for all humanity to see.” (Enduring 
Word Bible Commentary by David Guzik) 
 
The Apostle Paul rejoins the idea of the evidence of nature when he says in Romans 1:20… 
 
For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, 
ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 
 
David may well have stressed the sun as one of God’s creation knowing that the people of Israel were 
surrounded by pagan people with pagan gods who worshipped the sun and not its creator. 
 
Having thus described the wonder and power of God through nature, God’s natural revelation, David 
moves on in verse 7 to describe God’s special revelation to man through His Word. He chooses several 
nouns: the law of the Lord, the statues of the Lord, the precepts of the Lord, the commands of the 
Lord, the fear of the Lord, and the ordinances of the Lord. He describes the effect of His Word in the 
lives of those who follow Him. They revive the soul, they make wise the simple, they give joy to the 
heart, they give light to the eyes, they endure forever. 
 
 More to be desired are they than gold, 
  even much find gold; 
  sweeter also than honey 
  and drippings of the honeycomb. 
 Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 
  In keeping them there is great reward. Psalm 19:10-11 ESV 
 
For David, the translation from the recognition of God through His creation to the acknowledgement of 
God through His Word was effortless and logical. 
 



Charles Spurgeon says it well, “He is wisest who reads both the world book, and the Word book as two 
volumes of the same work, and feels concerning them, ‘My father wrote them both.’” 
 
The third and final stanza of this great lyric (following a description of God through nature and His 
Word - vv.11,14) declares the appropriate and prayerful response of the person of faith who 
recognizes God in His creation and His Word. 
 
In vv.11,12,13 the Psalmist describes the results of following the words of the Lord. He specifically 
describes the need for protection from willful sins - those things we think about and do anyway. Older 
translations identify them as ‘presumptuous’ sins. Even as a young man David recognized the need of 
an intentional sin-free walk with His creator. 
 
 “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,  
  O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.” Psalm 19:14 


