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“Mark’s goal is to demonstrate that Jesus is in fact the Son of God and the Promised Messiah.” 

(Paul Tripp) 
 
Mark’s fast paced and quick hitting history continues in chapters 6-10 and reinforces the connection in 1:1 of 
the Old Testament history as prophesied through Isaiah. It is commonly believed by commentators that 
Mark’s association with Peter gave him much to write in addition to Mark’s own personal eye-witness 
accounts. 
 
Mark 6 begins with the expressed amazement at the carpenter’s son – the brother of Joseph, Judas, Simon, 
and sisters. The story then moves quickly to Jesus sending out his disciples to preach repentance, drive out 
demons, and heal the sick. They had watched Him and now they were ready. They sensed there was no time 
to waste as they were told to take nothing with them – no extra clothes, no money, or other belongings. “Take 
nothing and Go!” (So ready were they, in fact, that they caught the attention of King Herod who in a very weak 
and foolish act allowed the beheading of John the Baptist and inserts the story into the historical chronology 
of what Jesus is doing day to day, miracle by miracle, teaching by teaching.) Mark in a very real sense is saying 
“Walk with me and I will show you that Jesus truly is the Son of God!” 
 
Mark skips ahead in time (Mark 6:30), the disciples returned and told Jesus and the others what had been 
happening. Wouldn’t you like to have been there as the pairs of disciples competed with one another to 
describe the wonderful works performed ‘in the name of Jesus’? Throughout the book of Mark (and chapters 
6-10) are no exceptions. We find CROWDS following Jesus. Eager crowds ready to hear and hungry crowds 
needing to be fed. Five plus thousand in Mark 6, and four plus thousand in Mark 8. Jesus fed the crowds but 
understood the need to get away and pray (Mark 6:45-46). How easy it is for us to get wrapped up in the 
business and excitement and sometimes dreariness of our days and neglect to pray. (And we are not even 
feeding multitudes – at least during our recent lonesome holiday seasons!) 
 
So, the disciples went fishing and Jesus comes to them walking on the water! Most commentaries agree that 
this is the same incident described by John (John 6) and Matthew (Matthew 14). Mark does not mention Peter 
walking on the water and beginning to sink! Perhaps he did not want to embarrass his dear older friend and 
mentor! They returned to the shore and Jesus heals many in many ways. “And as many as touched Him were 
made well.” 
 
I have sometimes pondered what Jesus did between the ages of 12 (teaching in the temple) and age 30 when 
he began his active ministry. Then I see passages like Mark 7 when he rebukes the Pharisees with questions 
from the prophet Isaiah. What a great demonstration to us. He had been studying and memorizing scriptures 
(“…Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 
have….” 1 Peter 3:15, and “Study to show thyself approved unto God a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, dividing the word of truth aright.” 2 Timothy 2:15). 
 
He rebukes the Pharisees: 
 

• “You hypocrites” whose devotion to traditions far exceeded their attention to a real focus on 
God and His word. 



• “To the spiritual mind, it is a question of unceasing wonder that men should be so ready to 
follow and even fearlessly contend for the authority of human traditions, while they are just as 
ready to ignore the plain teachings of the Word of God.” (Ironside) 

 
He uses this opportunity to again teach the CROWD a single principle: 
 

Nothing that comes out of a man defiles him; 
we are defiled by the things that come out of us. 

We are writing a gospel a chapter each day, 
by the deeds that we do and the words that we say - 

Men read what we write, distorted or true 
What is the gospel according to you? 

 

author unknown – (maybe my mom!) 
 

Jesus then leaves the center of Jewish domination and travels 50 miles to Tyre; a center of gentile domination 
and uses a demonic exorcism to demonstrate His inclusion of us all – Jew and Gentile – into his kingdom. 
(Mark 7:24-30) 
 
Mark follows Jesus on the road once again (Mark 7:31-36) and documents the healing of a blind man. 
 

“Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped.” 
(Isaiah 35:5) 

 
In Mark 8 Jesus continues – on the move again – now to the region around the Sea of Galilee and more hungry 
crowds follow. Compassion drives Him to feed four thousand this time! The Pharisees continue to follow with 
questions and challenges. (Sometimes I feel chastened by the Holy Spirit to be quiet and listen and not 
question and challenge as did the Pharisees.) The disciples cannot keep up with it; they are still driven by 
“intellect” and not by faith and Jesus uses the feeding of the four thousand as a teaching moment. “Do you 
not understand? Do you not remember?” (The disciples were not much different from us sometimes!) 
 
Then they come to Bethsaida and meet a blind man; here we see the only Biblical example of a ‘gradual’ or 
‘progressive’ miracle. 
 

               First – “I see men walking like trees.” 
               Then – “I see everything clearly.” 

 
“Jesus probably chose this method at this time as an illustration to His disciples, showing that their spiritual 
blindness...will be healed, but only gradually.” (Guzik) 
 
NOW Jesus is ready to reveal His mission and the disciples are ready to receive it. (Mark 8:27-30) 
 

“Then he asked them, “But who do you say I am?” 
Peter replied, “You are the Messiah.” 

 
Another lesson is added to the puzzle. The Son of Man must suffer many things; must die and must rise again! 
He warns those who want to follow Him: “Let him deny himself and take up the cross.” The lessons are coming 
fast and furious. It is no small wonder that the disciples remained confused and departed at the hour of His 
need. (We today have such an advantage looking back on history.) 
 



In chapter 9 Mark reports that Jesus took Peter, James, and John aside. (Peter must have reported it to Mark.) 
They witnessed the Transfiguration and saw Elijah and Moses and heard a voice from heaven declaring “This is 
my Son that I love. Listen to Him!” Jesus knew that a special time was awaiting the ministry of Peter, James, 
and John. 
 
The crowds continue to follow, and the Pharisees continue to tag along to contend and challenge. A demon 
possessed man is brought forward and Jesus again confounds the Pharisees by healing him. 
 
The journey continues – now to Capernaum and the disciples still have a lot to learn. “Who will be greatest 
among us?” And a child is used to demonstrate that only child-like faith can be meaningful. Jesus challenges us 
to be the “least of all and servant of all.” 
 
The lesson continues: Whoever is not against us is for us (Mark 9:38-41), damnation awaits those who cause 
another to stumble (Mark 9:42-49) and, Be at peace with one another (Mark 9:50). 
 
This week’s final chapter (Mark 10) teaches on marriage, riches, and service. The Pharisees raise the issue of 
divorce, Jesus admonishes the disciples (and us) to be like little children with trust and faithfulness, and a rich 
young man (Matthew says ‘ruler’) comes seeking and leaves disappointed by the command to give it all up and 
follow. Mark caps this portion of Jesus’ journey with the wonderful story of the healing of blind Bartimaeus – 
“Your faith has made you whole!” 
 
And again, the disciples argue: “Who will be greatest among us?” James and John (the same ones who 
witnessed the transfiguration!) demand definition of their places in the Kingdom! We can only imagine the 
thoughts of Jesus as He continues to prepare the disciples for His departure through His death.... 
And this brings us to Mark 11 with Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem and the beginning of His last week 
before His crucifixion. 
 
Thank you to David Guzik – The Enduring Word Commentary (online) 


