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Although John does not follow the same chronological and narrative path that the other Gospel writers 
do, the accounts that John is writing about beginning in John 11 are clearly part of Jesus’ last days of 
earthly life. Jesus’ focus on preparing the disciples for his departure is laser clear. Beginning in chapter 
13, he clearly is in discipling mode, sharing information with them he has not shared previously. He 
knows what is coming. They do not. However, he is giving them information that the Holy Spirit will 
bring back to their minds after Jesus is gone (16:12-15). 
 
However, before highlighting some of those truths, I want us to see one experience of Jesus through the 
lens of emotion, focusing on the interactions that Jesus had with people that reveal his emotions as well 
as theirs. Jesus and they felt deeply. Later in the devotional I will point out what I believe are powerful 
truths from chapters 12-15 that each of us as believers need to know and embrace.   
 
Chapter 11 gives us a unique insight into the intimate relationship of Jesus with one family, the family of 
Lazarus, Mary, and Martha. These verses also give us a powerful example of Jesus loving people in a way 
that profoundly changes their lives. We see Jesus’ love for them in several verses from this chapter. 
 

• Mary and Martha sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.” (11:3) It is noteworthy 
that both through his actions and his words, Jesus had clearly communicated that he loved 
Lazarus so that his sisters include this fact in the message about his sickness. We too can rejoice 
in the fact that as God’s children we too are loved by Jesus. What a glorious truth! 
 

• Jesus is met by Martha before he even arrives at their house. He immediately plants seeds of 
hope in her life as he identifies himself as “the resurrection and the life.” (11:25) This is an 
expression of love and comfort to Martha. Then Jesus does something that reveals his love for 
Mary, who has not come out to meet him but is still at the house with mourners. He sends a 
message to her through Martha that he wants to see her, “The Teacher is here…he is asking for 
you.” (11:28) What a beautiful expression of love. Jesus was taking loving initiative to comfort 
Mary as soon as possible after his arrival in Bethany. He wanted to see her. Love motivates us to 
want to be with those we love in times of crisis and loss. Standing by as an observer is not a 
legitimate option for us any more than it was for Jesus. Who is that person to whom you can 
express love in their time of crisis or loss at this present time? 
 

• When Jesus saw Mary and her fellow mourners weeping “he was deeply moved in spirit and 
troubled.” (11:33) There are two important truths we learn from this phrase, “deeply moved.” 

 
1. Jesus was deeply empathetic and identifying with them in their grief. Even though he 

knew he would soon raise Lazarus from the dead, he deeply entered into their pain.  
 

2. The word used for “deeply moved” in the Greek language is used only three other times in 
the New Testament. One of them is in Mark 14:5 as some of those present rebuked Mary 
for using expensive perfume to anoint Jesus’ feet when it could have been used to feed 
many poor people. This meaning as an edge of anger to it. However, in this setting Jesus is 
not rebuking Mary or her friends for their public display of grief. What is likely troubling 



his spirit is the grief that death brings to those who are mourning…those he loves. This 
troubled the spirit of Jesus who is the resurrection and the life. The first words out of his 
mouth are “Where have you laid him?” (11:34) Jesus is motivated to provide evidence of 
his power over death and to provide a respite from grief for Mary, Martha, and their 
friends. Jesus is having Nike thoughts, “Just do it!” 

 

• John 11:35 takes Jesus identifying with them in their pain to a new level, “Jesus wept.” He was 
no longer a bystander to their pain. He was fully engaged. Jesus’ love for them did not allow him 
to be emotionally detached, even as the Son of God who would soon resurrect their brother 
whom he also loved. Jesus’ tears may have also been motivated by the pain that death causes 
those he loves as well as tears for those who refuse to believe in him and do not recognize him 
as the resurrection and the life. He had already shed tears over an unbelieving Jerusalem as 
recorded in Luke 19:41. 
 

• Jesus’ love for this family was evident to those who were mourning with them. “See how he 
loved them!” (11:36) They could see the clear evidence of his love for them as evidenced by his 
tears. When we truly love someone, others take notice. We do not have to tell them. They see 
our love displayed in our actions. What evidence are you providing of your love for others, 
whether it be your family, friends, or even total strangers? How are your actions telling others 
you love them? 
 

• John reveals one last evidence of Jesus’ emotional identification when he records “Jesus once 
more deeply moved.” (11:38) The fact that Jesus so clearly identified with the pain of these 
beloved friends is a source of great comfort to us as we experience our heart ache. Jesus cares. 
He enters into our pain. He weeps with us. Thank you, Jesus, for loving me to that extent. 

 
Chapter 11 also provides insight into three different groups of people who are involved directly or 
indirectly in the raising of Lazarus from the dead. This would be the last of his public miracles before his 
crucifixion. As always, his miracles were carried out to manifest the power of God to bring glory to him. 
These three responses are still present today when it comes to how people react to Jesus. 
 
The first group is represented by Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. They already know Jesus. They are in 
relationship with him. Their home was the closest thing that Jesus had to a home during his public 
ministry. He likely stopped often and spent time with them in their Bethany home. They do not have to 
be convinced of who he is. In their time of crisis, they immediately call for him (11:3) because they are 
convinced he has the power to change their circumstances. They know that he has healed thousands of 
people. They believe he can heal Lazarus whose name means “God is my help.” What they do not know 
is that God has even higher purposes in mind for Lazarus, through an incredibly dramatic demonstration 
of his power. 
 
Mary and Martha walk through this experience with faith, trusting in Jesus, even though they do have 
that major question: Why didn’t you come sooner? If you had, Lazarus would not have died. (11:21, 32) 
Their experience is a vivid reminder that God’s timeline is not always our timeline. His purposes are not 
always aligned with our purposes in a given situation. In the end his purposes prevail. In their case, the 
outcome was even greater than they could have imagined. However, regardless of whether God’s 
timeline or purposes line up with ours, we are asked to trust him and look to him alone for the 
resolution to our crisis, trial, or challenge. How are you having to trust God’s timing at this moment even 
if his response seems delayed to you? Remember God’s promise to Habakkuk who was struggling with 



this issue. “For the revelation waits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. 
Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay.” (Habakkuk 2:3) 
 
A second group are those who came to believe in Jesus after he raised Lazarus from the grave. 
“Therefore, many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, put their faith 
in him.” (11:45) There are others who once they see the evidence of God’s work in the life of an 
individual, become convinced it is of God and are open to believing in him. They may be like the Greeks 
that John writes about in 12:20, who are seeking. They address Philip, one of Jesus’s disciples, “Sir, we 
would like to see Jesus.” (12:21) Others may not be actively seeking, but God providentially allows them 
to be present when he is at work.  
 
Whatever the specifics may be, when they see God at work, they are ready to put their faith in him. 
Many will further desire to have Jesus living in them and take the steps necessary for that to become a 
reality in their life…owning their sinfulness, confessing their sin to Jesus knowing that his death alone 
can provide forgiveness and giving control of their life over to him. Maybe you came to faith in Christ 
after observing God do something special, even a miracle, in the life of another…possibly even in your 
own life. Once you realized that Jesus was real and could make a difference in your life, you wanted to 
enter into a relationship with him. Who are those people for whom you are praying that they might see 
the power of God at work and believe in him? 
 
The third group is at the opposite end of the continuum. Hearing of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead, 
they desire to kill him. “So from that day on they plotted to take his life.” (11:53) Jesus is a threat to 
their system, their way of life. If more and more people believe in Jesus, they fear the Romans will come 
and take away their temple because it will no longer be necessary (11:48). Sadly, millions today respond 
to Jesus in a similar way. He is a threat to their religious, political, social, personal systems. To believe in 
him would require major life and lifestyle changes. They are not ready for that. They want nothing to do 
with him. They may not physically kill him, but they push him out of their life and maintain their status 
quo. Revelation 9:20 indicates that those who “were not killed by these plagues still did not repent of 
the work of their hands…” Even in the face of the power and wrath of God they still choose not to 
repent. Tragically, there are those who will make that choice today no matter how clear the evidence 
about Jesus is. As Paul writes in Romans 1:25, “They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped 
and served created things rather than the Creator….” We see a sad and dramatic increase of this 
response to Jesus in our culture today. God forbid that we would ever make that choice. 
 
I want to conclude this devotional reading by highlighting one powerful truth from each chapter, 12-15. 
 

• Jesus’ mission was one of love, not judgment. “For I did not come to judge the world, but to 
save it.” (12:47) John records a similar statement in the context of Jesus’ visit with Nicodemus. 
“For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him.” (John 3:17) In a day when there are so many things that can provoke a response 
of condemnation from us as believers, we need to ask for God’s grace to respond as Jesus did, 
with love, not condemnation. As Jesus points out in the following verse (12:48), a day of 
judgement is coming. However, today is a day to love as we seek to carry out the ministry of 
reconciliation that God has entrusted to us as believers. (2 Corinthians 5:19,20) 
 

• Knowing God is in control enables us to be humble. “Jesus knew that the Father had put all 
things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up 
from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he 
poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet...” (John 13:3-5) When we are 



living in the reality that God is in control, we are free to act in humble servanthood, even if some 
are not aware, or in agreement, with what we are doing. Note Peter’s response! (13:8) God’s 
sovereignty frees us from having to be in control or having to make a good impression or having 
to avoid actions that might be misunderstood. Jesus provides a powerful example for us. 
 

• God can use us for extraordinary ministry. “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will 
do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the 
Father.” (John 14:12) I have to confess, there are times when this verse is one in Scripture that I 
struggle to believe. Do I really believe that because the Holy Spirit is within me (which is what 
would happen after Jesus ascended into heaven and the Holy Spirit came in power on the Day of 
Pentecost) that I can do things greater than Jesus did? I realize that Jesus was saying that 
greater works could be done because the Spirit would be indwelling thousands of people, not 
just one. But do I really believe that the Spirit can work through me as part of that work? We 
have recently celebrated the resurrection. The same power that raised Jesus from the dead lives 
in us (Romans 8:9-17). Paul writes in Philippians 3:10, “I want to know Christ and the power of 
his resurrection…” May we too desire to experience resurrection power in our daily lives. 
 

Ask God to use the present series that Pastor Jared is preaching on the Holy Spirit to open your 
heart to new truths about his indwelling presence and the reality of his power that works within 
you so you can reflect Jesus and his power more clearly in your life. Ephesians 3:20, 21, “Now to 
him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power 
that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, forever and ever!” May our lives increasingly reflect that power. 
 

• Jesus wants us to know his truth. “I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not 
know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from 
my Father, I have made known to you.” (John 15:15) What an incredible and precious truth! 
Jesus does not want us to live in the dark. Living by faith does not mean that he keeps us 
ignorant of his purposes. He is our friend. He lets us in on what he is doing. He has given us his 
Word and his Spirit so that we can know. He wants us to walk in the light and in the truth. May 
each of us be in his Word each day, dependent upon his Hoy Spirit, so he is able to continue to 
reveal his truth and purposes to us. 

 
I encourage you to take time to meditate on these amazing truths from these chapters in John’s gospel 
so that your life embodies God’s purposes for you as he conforms you into the image of Jesus.  
(Romans 8:29) 


