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In our conversation last week, we observed that the apostle John, under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, chose to deliver a gospel that focused more on the meaning of what Jesus said and 
did rather than a narrative recounting the activities of Jesus and His disciples. By John’s own 
admission, “Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I 
suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written.” 
(John 21:25) We find that he describes one day in Galilee in chapter 6 and then compresses the 
remainder of Jesus’ life into the remainder of his gospel, chapters 7-21. 
 
John introduces us to “Christology,” the study of who Jesus really is. He uses a repetitive 
pattern of an activity, usually a miracle, that demonstrates who He is. This is followed by 
consternation, confrontation, and conflict which is used as an opportunity to amplify the 
understanding of who Jesus really is. In chapter 1, verse 1, John has described Jesus’ pre-eternal 
‘beginning,’ and now we learn specific attributes of Jesus. 
 
John chooses a few miracles, omitting most of those described by the synoptic authors 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke and focuses on a few which for his readers (including us in 2021) 
amplify specific attributes of Jesus. As probably the last gospel author to write, John was most 
likely aware of the content of the gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke and saw no need to 
repeat them. 
 
Chapter 6 of John establishes the pattern. John tells of the feeding of the 5,000 (probably close 
to 10,000 when you include curious wives and hungry kids!) After their hungry stomachs are 
filled, they follow Jesus some distance probably looking for more miraculous signs. He uses the 
opportunity to teach them that He was, indeed, THE bread from heaven. As Jews they already 
knew the stories of Moses and the manna from heaven to feed the hungry wandering Israelites, 
but Jesus now tells them an entirely new concept - “I am the living bread of heaven - Anyone 
who eats of it shall never die...No one can come to me unless the father has enabled him.” The 
disciples and many of the multitude of followers were not yet ready to hear this. They would 
have been satisfied with a few more obvious miracles. Many said, “This is hard. Who can accept 
it?” They grumbled at the talk of bread of life – not unlike their forebears who grumbled 
concerning Moses’ manna in the wilderness.  
 
Jesus speaks of ‘eating my flesh and drinking my blood.’ The disciples had not yet participated 
in the Last Supper. The eternal life-giving drama of Calvary had yet to unfold. It did not fit their 
preconceived notions or present desire so John states that many disciples at this point turned 
away (John 6:66). Peter asserts the persistent durability of the twelve when he says, “Lord, to 
whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and to know 
that you are the Holy One of God.” (John 6:68-69) 



Chapters 7-10 chronicle Jesus’ departure from the regions of Galilee to Judea and eventually to 
Jerusalem in time to be present for the Feast of Tabernacles. This very important annual Jewish 
feast celebrated the completion of the annual harvest and remembered and celebrated God’s 
goodness to His chosen people during their extended time of desert wandering. The crowds are 
incensed at his claim/revelation to be one with the Father, and they go so far as to claim that 
He was demon-possessed. Jesus repeatedly informs them that He is the Christ and the Jewish 
leaders become more incensed. His revelation through the miracles that He has performed 
appear to be forgotten as he publicly declares himself to be the Christ.  
 

John 7:37-39 
On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, 
“Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as 
Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” By this he 
meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to 
that time the Spirit had not been given since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 

 
The die was now cast, and Jesus’ final journey had begun as the Jewish leaders plotted to kill 
him. 
 
Chapter 8 is a beautiful interlude in which Jesus the Christ displays His humanity in his merciful 
encounter with a woman caught in adultery. (“The earliest and most reliable manuscripts and 
other ancient witnesses do not include this story.”) Every soul has found themselves as a sinner 
and rejoiced in Jesus’ promise “I do not condemn you. Go and sin no more.” Like her, our sins 
are not condoned, but we are not condemned! 
 
While most probably speaking during the week of the Feast of Tabernacles, Jesus boldly 
declares “I am the light of the World!” This was especially timely in that the celebration of the 
feast meant that the city of Jerusalem was intensely illuminated by torches that captured the 
attention of the people. Perceptive Jewish hearers may have perceived His possible allusion to 
Isaiah 42:6,7 which says: 
  

“I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; 
I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you 
to be a covenant for the people and a LIGHT for the Gentiles, 

to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison 
and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.” 

 
Upon this foundation he demonstrates the validity of His own testimony, rejects the Jewish 
leaders as children of the devil and reiterates his relationship to the Father. 
 
In chapter 9 we see His encounter with a blind man upon whom He takes pity and erases his 
blindness. Again, the Pharisees challenge the reality of the miracle, extensively challenge and 
question the testimony of the formerly blind man who responds “One thing I do know. I was 
blind but now I see!” Jesus uses this opportunity to expound on the spiritual blindness of the 



Jewish leaders and to admonish them - “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the 
blind will see and those who see will become blind.” (John 9:39) 
 
The next conversation recorded by John reminds the Jewish leaders of their failed responsibility 
as shepherds or leaders of Israel. In an abrupt juxtaposition, Jesus declares to them that He is 
the Good Shepherd who guards the sheep, who leads the sheep, who protects the sheep and 
who is willing to lay down his life. “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep 
know me— just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the 
sheep. I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will 
listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.” (John 10:14-16) 

 
 

In God's green pastures feeding by His cool waters lie; 
Soft in the evening walk my Lord and I, 

All the sheep of His pasture 
Fare so wondrously fine; His sheep am I. 


