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 “He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.”  John1:11-12 
 
 
“Let’s start at the very beginning! It’s a very good place to start!” with apologies to Julie 
Andrews and The Sound of Music! 
 
INTRODUCTION 
It is our privilege to begin this week with the wonderful Gospel of John and Good News (Gospel) 
it truly is! 
 
We were fortunate (in preCovid days) to visit the Island of Patmos and the cave where John is 
traditionally thought to have spent his time in exile and from where he wrote the book of 
Revelation. It was a great opportunity to reflect on the life and writings of John - the ‘disciple 
whom Jesus loved’- (John 2:20) and to once again experience the love and joy reflected in his 
writings. 
 
“Immediately following the synoptic (seen together) gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, we 
are struck at how different John’s gospel is from those of his fellow disciples. Most probably 
written from Ephesus and written later than the other gospels – probably 90-100 A.D. – the 
gospel reflects the different world and the differing audience to receive this gospel. By now the 
Christian church was maturing and no longer focusing only on the Jews but had now a much 
larger audience largely due to the influences of Peter and Paul. John’s audience was largely 
gentile and mostly Greek. Gone from John’s gospel are the lengthy genealogies of his 
predecessors. Absent are the stories of Jesus’ birth, his baptism, the Last Supper, Gethsemane, 
and the Ascension. No mention is made of the parables which are so prominent in the synoptic 
gospels.” (Barclay) But there is no doubt that John was there. He describes details not found in 
other gospel stories; he accurately describes small details of geography. He gives “personality” 
to His fellow disciples. It is as if John is saying “You’ve heard the stories, now let me tell you 
what they mean.” As early as the 3rd century Christian scholars (Eusebius) described John’s 
gospel as a spiritual not a historical gospel. 
 
John tells us as he prepares to close his letter why he wrote it down. 
 

But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. John 20:31  

 

John is basically setting the stage to tell not only stories, but to tell us what they mean and why 
they happened. In my mind’s eye I see John in his gospel, his epistles, and to a real degree in 



Revelations as an older man (probably the last surviving apostle) looking back at his life and 
thinking “What are the important messages I need to leave behind.” Inspired by the Holy Spirit 
(who is first described by John (John 1:32)), emerge several theme words - believe, grace, love, 
truth. These themes repeat themselves as John gives meaning to the stories he describes. 
 
CHAPTER 1 
Already in the first century Christian church many heresies had begun to infiltrate the church, 
and it was very important to John that they be disclosed and destroyed. So that takes us back to 
the beginning: 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. The same was in the beginning with God.  All things were made by him; and 
without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life 
was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness 
comprehended it not.  John 1:1-5 

 

John immediately establishes for his mostly Greek audience that this is not just one more 
emerging philosophy, but that this Word – Logos – was from the eternal beginning and is made 
flesh in the coming Christ, the Messiah. It is no coincidence that John’s first words echo the first 
words of the Hebrew scripture, “In the beginning God....” John establishes that the Word 
Incarnate exists from the beginning. The Word is translated from the Greek Logos. “Greek 
thought knew all about the logos, the creating and guiding and directing power of God, the 
power which makes the universe and keeps it going. So, John came to the Greeks and said, ‘For 
centuries you have been thinking and writing and dreaming about the Logos, the power which 
made the world, the power which keeps the order of the world, the power bus which men think 
and reason and know, the power by which men come into contact with God, Jesus is the Logos 
come down to earth.’ “The word,” said John “became flesh.” We could put it another way – 
“The Mind of God became a person!” (Barclay) 
 
Having established Christ’s – The Word’s – Pre-existence, John quickly moves to declare His 
relationship to his Greek readers and to us – And the word became flesh and made His dwelling 
among us and we have seen His glory! His presence was established and In Him was life, and 
that life was the light of men! 
 
Now that John has clearly established who Jesus is, he begins to describe Jesus’ activities. In the 
next five chapters we see Jesus baptized; we see Jesus choosing His disciples, and we witness 
His first described miracle as He changes water into wine! What a whirlwind journey it must 
have been for His disciples as they watch Him clear the temple of the moneychangers. 
 
A beautiful interlude occurs when we are told that a Pharisee came to Jesus by night. I wonder 
why at night? Perhaps he did not want to be seen by his fellow Jewish religious leaders or 
perhaps it was the only time he could get Jesus’ full attention because of the crowds that 
followed Him. Nicodemus is concerned that he finds the way to eternal life and appears 
confused when Jesus informs him that he must be born again! Jesus’ remarkable explanation 
includes the wonderful promise – For God so loved the world that he gave His one and only Son, 



that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life! Two thousand years later 
we continue to cherish those words which have become the entry to countless numbers of 
people on the threshold of salvation. 
 
Moving along, Jesus encounters a Samaritan woman at a well and proceeds through His first 
recorded statement about “a living water” - “Whoever drinks of this water will be thirsty again.” 
 
Jesus then returns to Cana, the scene of water turning to wine. By now crowds are following 
Him and He has their attention, so much that a royal official in Herod’s service implores Him to 
heal his sick son. And with a word, the official’s son in healed! 
 
Jesus continues up to Jerusalem and His fame is spreading. He encounters a paralytic at the 
Pool of Bethesda and asks him a question, “Do you want to be healed?” He challenges the lame 
man to believe in the impossible and He directs him to “Rise, take up your bed and walk!” and 
he did! 
 
As crowds followed, the Pharisaic Jews were watching and began to persecute Him. All they 
could see was that their religious rule of working on the Sabbath was broken – and they sought 
to kill Him! The Jews’ anger builds as Jesus claims equality with the Father. Jesus responds in 
thoroughly rabbinic language as he explains His relationship to the Father and offers a path to 
eternal life. “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has 
eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life.  ...They will never be 
condemned for their sins, but they have already passed from death into life.” 
 
Chapter 5 closes with a fivefold testimony of who Jesus us. 
 

1. (31-32) Jesus tells of testimony beyond His own regarding Himself. 
2. (33-35) The testimony of John the Baptist. 
3. (36) The testimony of the works of Jesus. 
4. (37-38) The testimony of the Father. 
5. (39) The testimony of the scriptures. (Enduring Word) 

 
Next week we will continue with John chapters 6 through 10. 
 

“And these are written that you might believe and that believing might have life 
through His name!”   


