
First Baptist Church Bible Reading and Prayer Plan 
“New Testament Devotionals” 

Week 13: March 28 – April 3, 2021; Hebrews 6-10 
Paul Reasoner 

 
 

Melchizedek 
When teaching classes on Asian philosophy and religion, I sometimes read with students the 
passage in Genesis about Abram (Abraham) rescuing his nephew, Lot, and his family and on his 
return, meeting with Melchizedek, priest of God Most High. Here is the passage: 
 

And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of God Most 
High.) And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Possessor of 
heaven and earth; and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into 
your hand!” And Abram gave him a tenth of everything. (Genesis 14:18-20) 
 

When we think that this event occurs before there is a nation of Israel, and recognize that 
Abraham, the father of the Jews, gave a tithe to Melchizedek, the priest of God Most High, and 
received his blessing, it should make us aware that God has not left himself without a witness in 
places where we might least expect it. 
 
While we might have an interest in cross-cultural religious thought in the Genesis passage 
about Melchizedek, when we turn to our reading for this week (Hebrews 6-10), Melchizedek 
jumps to the foreground in a remarkable way since Jesus Christ is identified as the high priest of 
the new covenant, and in that role is a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek. Here is 
another example of a place in Hebrews where a reader might expect one word and instead is 
startled to find another word in a passage. Just as “believe” and “obey” were curiously 
interchanged in several places in Hebrews 1-5 (see notes from last week), here one is surprised 
that Jesus Christ is classified as a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek since one might 
be unaware of such a priestly order. Hebrews refers in many places to passages in the Old 
Testament and one would expect references to Levites who are priests or priests in the line of 
Aaron. Hebrews first identifies Jesus Christ as a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek in 
Hebrews 5:9-10: 
 

And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, 
being designated by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek. 
 

The early readers of Hebrews would have surely recognized that Hebrews 5:9-10 is clearly 
quoting Psalm 110:4: 
 

The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind, “You are a priest forever after the order 
of Melchizedek.” 
 

So, why is Jesus Christ identified in this way as a high priest forever after the order of 
Melchizedek? Hebrews 7:1-3 starts to unpack the significance of Melchizedek: 



For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham returning 
from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, and to him Abraham apportioned a tenth 
of everything. He is first, by translation of his name, king of righteousness, and then he is 
also king of Salem, that is, king of peace. He is without father or mother or genealogy, 
having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son of God he 
continues a priest forever.  

 
What are some of the similarities between Melchizedek and Jesus Christ? Melchizedek’s name 
means “righteousness” and he is king of Salem which means “peace” (Salem is often associated 
with Jerusalem). These two characteristics are synonymous with Christ, the perfect one who 
brings peace. [The Genesis passage about Melchizedek also says that he gives Abraham bread 
and wine—symbolizing the Lord’s Supper(?)—but the writer of Hebrews passes over this 
additional similarity.] The last part of the passage in Hebrews 7:1-3 says that Melchizedek has 
no mother or father or genealogy—no beginning nor end—and so continues as a high priest 
forever.  A Jewish interpretive principle says that what is not said is also inspired, so since no 
mention is made of Melchizedek’s genealogy, that is also taken as a point of comparison with 
Christ. Here we should remember Hebrews 1-5 which puts before us BOTH the human nature 
of Christ AND his divine oneness with the Father and his (the Son’s) role in creation. 
 
So, similarities have been noted between the unique figure of Melchizedek in Genesis and Jesus 
Christ. We now turn to the significance of this identification of Jesus Christ as a priest forever 
after the order of Melchizedek, namely, the establishment of the new covenant. 
 
True reality versus shadows/copies 
The idea of the new covenant as a fulfillment of the old covenant is taken up in Hebrews 8-10. 
The theme of a contrast between true reality as opposed to shadows and copies of that true 
reality is what gets us to the new covenant. 
 
An initial glimpse of this theme is found in the passage already examined in 7:1-3. Similarities 
between the priest/king Melchizedek with Jesus Christ are noted, so a comparison or analogy is 
established. But at the end of the passage, it is said that Melchizedek resembles Christ, that is, 
Melchizedek is modelled on Christ, not the other way around as the beginning of the passage 
might suggest. That is, Christ is the true reality and Melchizedek is something like a copy of 
Christ. 
 
What are other examples of the contrast between true reality and shadows or copies? Christ is 
now in the “true tent” (Hebrews 8:2), that is, heaven; he is not in the tabernacle or temple 
made by human hands. Or look at Hebrews 8:8, where we read that the priests “serve a copy 
and shadow of the heavenly things.” And more explicitly in Hebrews 9:11-12: 
 

But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 
through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this 
creation) he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats 
and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 



When Christ performs the once-for-all sacrifice of atonement—where he himself is both the 
blood sacrifice and the priest (after the order of Melchizedek) who performs the sacrificial 
rite—he does not do it in the humanly constructed tabernacle or temple, but in the “true tent,” 
that is, in the eternal, non-created, realm. 
 
But how does this new covenant inaugurated by Christ differ from the old covenant? 
 
The new covenant 
The old covenant often was characterized as one of fault-finding, with accompanying sacrifices 
to satisfy the guilt. But these sacrifices were never complete and had to be performed over and 
over. In the performance of these sacrifices, we have the image of priests (in the order of Levi) 
standing and walking around doing their work. But Hebrews takes great pains to show that 
Jesus Christ, after his great sacrifice, is now seated at the right hand of the Father in heaven 
(Hebrews 10:11-12). To oversimplify, priests usually stand, and kings are seated. But Christ is 
both priest and king (just as Melchizedek was priest and king), and as a priest his sacrificial work 
is finished, so he is seated. His sacrifice is once for all, it is completed, and, as the perfect one, 
he did not even have to offer a sacrifice for his own sins as was usual when high priests offered 
sacrifice in the Holy of Holies on the Day of Atonement (Hebrews 7:27-28).  
 
The new covenant is a finished one. God’s law is now not an external written law, but it is 
written on our hearts (Hebrews 8:10, citing Jeremiah 31:33). God is merciful, one who forgives, 
and the one who blots out our sin (Hebrews 8:12, citing Jeremiah 31:34). Our consciences are 
purified (Hebrews 9:14). All this is accomplished in the new covenant by Jesus Christ, our great 
mediator. It is he who effects the internal, real change in us through his work of atonement. 
The new covenant is the gospel. 
 
Encouragement 
The point of the new covenant is that we should serve the living God (Hebrews 9:14). And 
powerful images for Christ should give us confidence to do that. Christ is our anchor, the 
forerunner, the great (now seated) high priest, and our hope. Hebrews 7:25 says, 
“Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, 
since he always lives to make intercession for them.” If we find encouragement in knowing that 
somebody is praying for us, how much more encouragement should we find in knowing that 
Christ is always interceding for us. 
 
Benediction 
 

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of 
Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, 
through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw 
near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an 
evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession 
of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. (Hebrews 10: 19-23) 

 


