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The Psalms in this week's reading contain the longest Psalm (119) and the shortest Psalm (117).  I am 
going to concentrate on these two for my reflections this week. 
 
Now first I need to tell you some things about my family. We are very tall people – my shortest brother 
is 6'7”. Therefore, we don't tend to like short things. Countertops, doorways, chairs, mirrors, grocery 
store shelves – these all give us headaches. (In the case of doorways, I mean that literally.) But some 
of my best friends are short, so I have learned to appreciate the “small packages.” The other thing you 
need to know is that we don't like long things. Movies, sermons, songs, programs – even poetry – that 
are too long leave us squirming in our seats and looking longingly at the exits. So, it took me quite a 
while to warm up to Psalm 119. But once I started studying it, I realized how much it had to teach me.  
So, let's take a look together. 
 
The first thing to note is that 119 is a very intricate poem, known as an acrostic. Each eight-verse 
section starts with a different letter of the Hebrew alphabet. Your Bible will likely have these letters as 
headings – Aleph, Beth, Gimel, etc. Each line of the section starts with that same letter. Of course, we 
cannot get this in our English translation, but it is an impressive poetic construction. I have written 
acrostic poems and cannot imagine being able to keep up the form for 176 verses.  
 
The second thing to note is closely related to the first. God gave the author special abilities to write 
poetry. So, who was the author? We are not sure, but many scholars believe that it was Ezra and that 
it was written in this way to allow the people of Israel to more easily memorize it. Remember, they 
were not privileged to have easy access to the written word as we do. So, verse 11, “I have hidden 
your word in my heart that I might not sin against you,” can be taken quite literally. Memorizing God's 
Word was vital to the people of Israel. Should it not be vital to us, as well? 
 
The next thing we note when reading 119 is the emphasis, again and again, on God's Word. The 
author uses eight different words to denote the meaning of God's Word. Some commentaries call 
these synonyms, but I calls them related words, because I don't think the meanings are exactly the 
same. Anyway, the eight are: word, commands, statutes, laws, decrees, precepts, ways, or promise. 
 
As Americans, we don't like most of these words. We are happy with promises, comfortable with 
word, okay with ways – but decrees, statutes, laws and commands tend to interfere with what we see 
as our “rights.” How many times in the past months have we heard someone say, “No one is going to 
tell me I have to wear a mask. I have rights!” We forget that with rights come responsibilities, but that 
discussion is for another time. However, I do think we tend to look on commands and laws with 
suspicion and even disdain. 
 
When I finished graduate school with a degree in Library Science, my first job was working at a 
Christian School in Okinawa, Japan. If you are familiar with Christian schools, you will not be surprised 
to hear that my duties extended beyond the library. My first year besides splitting time between the 
high school and elementary libraries, I also taught ESL adult classes, had an after school program for 



first and second graders, kept score for the volleyball team, substituted in every class from second 
grade to high school Japanese, taught typing, and was the advisor for the ninth grade. So, the next 
year when the fifth grade teacher backed out at the last minute it seemed like taking over that would 
be a piece of cake. For the first two weeks I taught fifth grade in the afternoons, and our P.E. teacher 
taught them in the mornings. After that, the superintendent came to me and asked me to take over 
the class full time. I protested because I was sure the kids liked the other teacher better. I remember 
what he said to me. “The children think they like Miss Synder because she does not discipline them. 
But kids need discipline, and it actually makes them feel more secure. They need rules to follow, so 
they can see where they are going. They can only reach their full potential when they have a clear 
path, marked by boundaries. Give them those rules and boundaries and let them soar.”  
 
The Psalmist understood exactly this. In verse 35 he writes, “Direct me in the path of your commands, 
for there I find delight.” Or how about verse 40: “How I long for your precepts! Preserve my life in your 
righteousness.” Or verse 14: “I rejoice in following your statutes as one rejoices in great riches.” Great 
riches, indeed. 
 
Well, if we are going to cover the shortest Psalm, then we have to move on. After all, I really don't 
want this to get too long in case any of my family are reading it, but I hope you will take another look 
at the entirety of 119. And at this time of the year, when Thanksgiving is much on our minds, may we 
learn anew to be thankful for the word, commands, statutes, laws, decrees, precepts, ways, and 
promises found throughout the Bible. 
 
Here's Psalm 117: 
 
  Praise the LORD, all you nations: 
   extol him, all you peoples. 
  For great is his love toward us, 
   and the faithfulness of the 
    LORD endures forever. 
  Praise the LORD. 
 
Yes, good things come in small packages. If you are not quite up to the task of memorizing Psalm 119, 
then how about starting with 117? Two things we can learn from this Psalm, three things it can show 
us. (I threw this in because Numerical Progression is often used in Hebrew poetry. See Psalm 62:11 for 
one example.) But there really are at least three lessons packed into these two verses. First, the Lord is 
for all nations and peoples. Our missionaries have embraced this truth and dedicated their lives to 
sharing it to peoples all around the world. Second, the Lord is for all times. We hear so often these 
days the phrase “in these times.” But there have been “these times” throughout history and his 
faithfulness has endured. So the third thing flows so naturally out of the first two: “Praise the LORD.” 
Let's unleash God's mercy and hope in “these times” to all peoples and Praise the Lord together. 
 

December Memory Verse 
“You are my God, and I will praise you; you are my God, and I will exalt you. 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.” 
Psalm 118:28-29 

 


