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First Baptist Church Bible Reading and Prayer Plan 
“New Testament Devotionals” 

Week 11: March 14-20; Matthew 21-28  
Scott Peterson 

 
 

The Lord Jesus Christ is coming back one day. 
 
I have been sharing that truth at the end of my weekly video blogs. You may have heard me 
say, “Seek God, Be Family, and remember, the Lord Jesus Christ… He’s coming back.” Count on 
it. Now that we are at the end of the book of Matthew, let us take a look at “The Parable of the 
10 Virgins” and explore a bit the return of Christ. 
 
To set the stage for the parable, it is helpful to know that first century Jewish customs for 
weddings typically lasted several days with the groom and his friends feasting and then he, 
along with his friends, would come unannounced to claim his bride, while she was eagerly 
waiting with her attendants. Jesus’ parable contrasted the kingdom to 5 “wise” virgins who 
were anticipating and prepared for the bridegroom to arrive to 5 who were “foolish” in their 
behavior, even though they knew the bridegroom would be coming soon. As part of Christ’s 
Olivet Discourse teachings on the end times from Matthew 24 and 25, Matthew records Jesus 
saying the following in Matthew 25:1-13 (emphasis mine): 
 

“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their 
lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five 
were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with 
them. The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. The 
bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell 
asleep. “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet 
him!’ “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones 
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ “‘No,’ they 
replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who 
sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ “But while they were on their way to buy 
the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to 
the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. “Later the others also came. ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’ “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t 
know you.’ 
 

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.” 
 
There are many interpretations of the end times, and our Converge Statement of Faith has this 
to say: “We believe in the personal and visible return of the Lord Jesus Christ to earth and the 
establishment of His kingdom. We believe in the resurrection of the body, the final judgment, 
the eternal felicity of the righteous, and the endless suffering of the wicked.” With this broad 
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doctrine combined with this parable, what is the application? I believe that to live wisely in our 
present age, it is to be prepared, or as Jesus said: “Keep Watch.” 
 
But why should we “keep watch”? Because the Lord Jesus Christ is coming back. To “keep 
watch” is action, it is behavior, and Jesus says it is wise. Personally, I hold that our behavior can 
be tied to our beliefs. What we believe, what any person’s faith is founded upon, will lead to 
thoughts, attitudes, emotions, words, actions, forming of habits, of character, and of 
reputation. So, what do you believe, friend? What are your thoughts of the end times? Are you 
living wisely? 
 
Now I would like to do something a bit different. I would like to intersperse this devotional of 
this parable with lyrics from a song. This short song reveals the thoughts of a songwriter who is 
struggling with what he sees in the world, himself, and his beliefs; yet it is the thought of the 
Second Coming of Christ which he leans into, which gives him peace. Some of you know that I 
really like to listen to the music of Bob Dylan. (I can just hear some of you saying, “I can’t 
believe he’s going to bring a Dylan song into this. What is the world coming to?” Well, indulge 
me for a moment or two.) One of my favorite songs of Dylan is “When He Returns,” which he 
sang slowly with seeming reverence with the only instrument being a piano; below is the first 
verse: 
 

The iron hand, it ain't no match, for the iron rod, 
The strongest wall, will crumble and fall, to a mighty God. 
For all those who have eyes, and all those who have ears 
It is only He, who can reduce me to tears. 
Don't you cry, and don't you die, and don't you burn 
For like a thief in the night, He'll replace wrong with right 
When He returns. 

 
In 1979 when Dylan wrote this, communism, the Berlin Wall, and the Cold War were still alive 
and kicking. As he views the situation in the world, it turns him to God and Christ’s return. 
And you, friend? Is that your hope? Are you wisely preparing as 5 of the virgins were? Are you 
looking forward to that Day? I like what the apostle Paul wrote to Titus: 
 

For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches 
us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 
upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—
the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave 
himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people 
that are his very own, eager to do what is good (Titus 2:11-14, emphasis mine). 

 
We have been in the “Unshakable Hope” series at First Baptist for over two months now. What 
we have been learning is that God gives us promises which are to be the foundation of our 
lives. The promise of Christ’s return is called a “blessed hope” by Paul. Why? Christ has been 
resurrected and said He would return, which brings the spiritual fulfillment of His plan, a plan 
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includes all of God’s children, all whose sins have been forgiven through the shed blood of 
Christ. 
 

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.” 
 
Later in “When He Returns,” Dylan wrote: 
 

Truth is an arrow, and the gate is narrow, that it passes through, 
He unleashed His power, at an unknown hour, that no one knew. 
How long can I listen to the lies of prejudice? 
How long can I stay drunk on fear out in the wilderness? 
Can I cast it aside, all this loyalty and this pride? 
Will I ever learn that there’ll be no peace, that the war won’t cease, 
Until He returns? 

 
Dylan turns inward and looks at himself in light of the world around him and of Christ’s 
imminent return. Now we can ask ourselves how do we handle the sins we struggle with in light 
of the impending return of Christ? Do we say “’No’ to ungodliness and worldly passions” and, 
instead, seek “to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age” and “to do what 
is good” as Paul shared in the passage above? It is wise to think about that for a moment or 
two… 
 

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.” 
 
Dylan closes the song with confidence in the Sovereignty of God: 
 

Of every earthly plan, that be known to man, He is unconcerned, 
He's got plans of His own, to set up His throne 
When He returns. 

 
It is God’s world, His universe. His kingdom—His rule—has always been. A kingdom needs a 
king, a people, a place, and a rule of law. And in the first coming of the Person of Jesus Christ 
and now His Presence through the Person of the Holy Spirit in the lives of every believer, He 
already has a spiritual reign. But His reign is not yet fully fulfilled until His physical return, as He 
has promised.  The psalmist speaks of God’s plans in His sovereign reign as said in                      
Psalms 2:1-6: 
 

Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth 
rise up and the rulers band together against the LORD and against his anointed, 
saying, “Let us break their chains and throw off their shackles.” The One 
enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. He rebukes them in his 
anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, “I have installed my king on 
Zion, my holy mountain.” 

 
And then, just a few of the many verses in the New Testament speaking of His reign… 
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That he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in 
the one to come (Ephesians 1:20-21). 
 
He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high (Hebrews 1:3). 
 
He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son (Colossians 1:13). 

 
Friends, “What kind of people ought you to be”? Let’s let the apostle Peter speak to this as we 
close this devotion. I believe he had first-hand (or more correctly, first-ear) knowledge of the 
“Parable of the 10 Virgins,” as well as all the other teachings of the end times as shared by Jesus 
in His Olivet Discourse. In the last chapter of the last recorded writings of this man of God, 
Peter starts with “Above all.” That should tell us something…. So now may the Spirit do the rest 
in your hearts as the Spirit of God takes the Word of God and transforms the children of God: 
 

Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing 
and following their own evil desires. They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he 
promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the 
beginning of creation.” …  But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the 
Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord 
is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is 
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance. …  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will 
disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and 
everything done in it will be laid bare.  Since everything will be destroyed in this 
way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly 
lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will 
bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in 
the heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new 
heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. So then, dear friends, since 
you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless 
and at peace with him.  Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation 
…  Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your guard so 
that you may not be carried away by the error of the lawless and fall from your 
secure position.  But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen (2 Peter 3:3-4, 8-15, 
17-18, emphasis mine). 

 

 

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.” 


