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Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt that the Lord has 
sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything the Jewish 
people were hoping would happen.” 
 

When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also 
called Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying. Peter knocked at 
the outer entrance, and a servant named Rhoda came to answer the door.  

Acts 12:11-13 
 
When Peter was miraculously released from prison, he was so dazed and confused that 
Scripture says, “he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening.” 
But then he “came to himself” and headed for the one place he was certain to find his 
fellow disciples — the home of Mary, distinguished from all the other women named 
Mary in this case by the fact that this Mary was the mother of John, also called Mark. 
 
This is Scripture’s first mention of John Mark, the author of the gospel of Mark. All four 
gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) are technically anonymous — that is, none of 
them contain any claim of authorship. However, the evidence that they were written by 
the traditional authors is conclusive. 
 
In our first encounter with Mark, we learn that his home was a gathering place for the 
early church. So, while we have no mention of Mark actually travelling with Jesus, we 
can see that his relationship with Peter began by the earliest inception of the church, if 
not sooner. 
 
When Barnabas and Saul had finished their mission, they returned from Jerusalem, 
taking with them John, also called Mark. Acts 12:25 
 
Sometime later Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us go back and visit the believers in all the 
towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing.” 
Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, but Paul did not think it 
wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued 
with them in the work.  Acts 15:36-38 
 
The next time we look in on Mark we see that things have not gone well. Paul and 
Barnabas took him on a mission trip and he deserted them. Acts 13:13 says “John left 
them to return to Jerusalem.” which at least leaves the door open a crack for an 
innocent explanation. But the word deserted in Acts 15 makes it clear that John Mark 
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quit on them in a manner that was at least painful and inconvenient. Paul was so 
irritated he was willing to divide with Barnabas rather than take Mark along on the next 
mission. 
 
Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in 
my ministry.  2 Timothy 4:11 
 
Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you greetings. And so do Mark, 
Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workers.  Philemon 23-24 
 
She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so does 
my son Mark.  1 Peter 5:13 
 
In the end, all was forgiven, as Paul called for Mark to join him in prison, probably in 
Rome, where Paul later calls him a fellow worker. And possibly after that, Mark was with 
Peter in Rome, and Peter described him as his son. So, Mark was part of Peter’s 
evangelism in Rome, and a daily hearer of Peter’s account of his time with the Lord. The 
reports would have been very familiar, as Mark had first herd Peter’s sincere and 
impassioned testimonies 30 years earlier. 
 
Somewhere around that time, the Lord laid it on Mark to write down what he was 
hearing, and under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he produced the Gospel of Mark. 
Polycarp, one of the early church fathers who knew John the apostle, had a student by 
the name of Papias who wrote, “Mark, who was an interpreter of Peter, wrote with 
exactness.” Justin, who lived from 100 to 150, in his famous Dialogue with Trypho, 
speaks of the memoirs of Peter being the gospel of Mark. He says Mark wrote in Rome 
after Peter’s death. 
 
In 2 Peter 1:16-18, Peter wrote, “For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when 
we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty. He received honor and glory from God the Father when 
the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; 
with him I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven 
when we were with him on the sacred mountain.” 
 
Mark begins his Gospel dramatically — The beginning of the good news about Jesus the 
Messiah, the Son of God. No manger, no babies, no angels, no genealogies, just Hey! 
This is the story of the Messiah. He’s the Son of God, and it’s good news. We get a brief 
account of Jesus’ baptism, emphasizing the voice from heaven saying, “You are my Son, 
whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”  
 
He continues with the very briefest of accounts of calling the first disciples. Was it days, 
weeks, or months that Jesus invested in his earliest recruits? Mark does not say. All we 
know is that when Jesus said come, they followed him. 
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Mark’s gospel then launches into an account of Jesus’ ministry — healings, delivery from 
demons, and teaching. He quickly attracted a massive following. In chapter two we see 
how his popularity attracted the attention of the religious establishment, who acted 
shocked by his offering of forgiveness, his association with sinners, and his attitude 
toward fasting. Jesus responded directly in each case. 
 
By chapter three Mark says they were “looking for a reason to accuse Jesus” and found 
it when he healed a man’s shriveled hand on the Sabbath. And so, at the very outset of 
Jesus’ ministry “the Pharisees went out and began to plot with the Herodians how 
they might kill Jesus.” As his popularity continued to grow, Jesus retreated to the shore 
of the sea of Galilee, where he could teach from a boat to avoid being overwhelmed by 
the crowds pressing in on him. 
 
On a mountainside, he called the twelve disciples. Back in public, a crowd so huge 
gathered that he and the disciples were unable to eat. Jesus family apparently did not 
recognize his place. Mark records their reaction as “He is out of his mind.”  
 
Teachers of the law, who had made the trip all the way from Jerusalem to see this new 
threat, offered the explanation that his success at driving out demons showed that he 
was in league with them. Jesus’ response was harsh — “Truly I tell you, people can be 
forgiven all their sins and every slander they utter, but whoever blasphemes against 
the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they are guilty of an eternal sin.” In this way 
Jesus sent the message that there could be no forgiveness for calling God’s work the 
actions of Satan. 
 
In chapter four Mark departs from his rapid-fire narrative to give the parable of the soil, 
fully as long as Matthew’s account and more detailed than Luke’s. It is placed as the first 
of four parables to describe the coming of the kingdom of God.  
 
Jesus describes how seed sown by a farmer responds differently according to the soil — 
the hard path, the rocky soil, the weedy soil and the good soil. Possibly the message was 
especially meaningful to Mark because of working with Peter to spread the Gospel in 
Rome. The promise that the good soil will return “some thirty, some sixty, some a 
hundred times what was sown.” So, in spite of discouragement about rejection from 
many potential converts, there is assurance that the kingdom will grow. The same point 
is made in the parables of the grain and the mustard seed. And the parable of the lamp 
reminds us to be diligent in our outreach. 
 
Over the years I have come to my own understanding of the parable of the soil. Jesus 
says the seed falls on the path, and the birds eat the seed before it can sprout. To me 
this is the person who never hears the gospel, even though surrounded by it. I firmly 
believe that the people around us — family, neighbors, fellow workers, etc., could be a 
few acts of kindness away from hearing the message of Jesus for the first time. The path 
needs to be rototilled! 
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Seed in the rocky soil sprouts and then withers, because it has no root. The strongest 
root is the church, and as I look back over a lifetime of watching people respond to the 
gospel, the main key to perseverance has been commitment to a local church. That is 
one of the reasons I believe it is critical to support our local body with a full tithe. The 
church anchors our outreach efforts. 
 
The seed that falls among the thorns is choked out by “the worries of this life and the 
deceitfulness of wealth.” What are we modeling? A pastor friend of mine once had a 
new convert who confessed that he was overwhelmed with fear of financial ruin. My 
pastor said, “I couldn’t live like that. Why don’t you turn it over to God and let him 
worry about it?” It was a turning point in the man’s discipleship, and he remained 
faithful. 
 
And of course, the good soil produces a crop. I think of Edward Kimball, the Sunday 
School teacher who converted D. L. Moody. Moody went on to convert Wilbur 
Chapman, who preached to thousands, and converted Billy Sunday. Sunday converted 
Mordecai Ham, who converted Billy Graham. Edward Kimball never lived long enough to 
see the fruit of his work, but it was a fulfillment of a 2,000-year-old promise by our Lord. 
Who knows what might result from a single convert that you help deliver? 
 
Chapter four concludes with the account of Jesus calming the storm. The message is 
that faith is the antidote for fear. Romans 8:31, “If God is for us, who can be against 
us?” 
 
Chapter five begins with an uncharacteristically long account of the delivery of a man 
who has been savagely tortured by demons. When he saw Jesus, he ran to him and 
yelled, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?” Jesus casts the 
demons into a herd of swine, and the herd plunged down an embankment and drowned 
in the lake. 
 
The people, presumably Gentiles by the presence of the swine, are terrorized by this 
show of power and pleaded with Jesus to leave. As he prepared to do so, the man who 
had been delivered begged to go with Jesus, but Jesus gave him the more difficult 
responsibility of going home to his own people and telling them “how much the Lord 
has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” In this way, even though the 
people wanted to forget the incident, Jesus made sure it would be remembered, as the 
man spread the word throughout the Decapolis, or ten cities. 
 
Chapter five concludes with a pair of miracles — a quiet one sandwiched into the 
account of Jesus raising a girl from the dead. Jairus, a synagogue leader, fell at Jesus feet 
and asked Jesus to heal his dying daughter. On the way, he encountered a woman who 
had suffered hemorrhaging for 12 years. Besides the misery and exhaustion this must 
have caused her, she was ceremonially unclean the whole time. Mark tells us, “She had 
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suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent all she had, yet 
instead of getting better she grew worse.” She was healed just by touching Jesus’ cloak. 
 
When Jesus reached the home of Jairus, the people were crying and wailing at the death 
of the girl. Jesus took only Peter, James and John inside, and commanded the girl to get 
up, and she “stood up and began to walk around”. What these two miracles have in 
common is faith. Both the bleeding woman and the girl’s father were certain that Jesus 
had the power to solve their problem. 
 
So begins the Gospel of Mark, the account written by the young man who deserted Paul 
and Barnabas at Perga. Where does this find you in your walk with the Lord? This has 
been a strange year of masks and disease and virtual worship services. Have you 
deserted? It is time to come back. The Lord still has work for you to do. 
 
Credit to Zondervan’s The Expository Bible Commentary, The New Bible Commentary 
Revised, notes from the NIV and ESV study Bibles, and sermons from John MacArthur. 


