
First Baptist Church 
August 23, 2020 

 

Series Title: What Good is God? 
Sermon Title: God is Our Joy 

Habakkuk 3:1-19 
 

Guest Speaker: Duane Tweeten 
Vice-President of Theological Education, Training Leaders International 

 
 
Good morning! What a joy to worship this morning together! What a joy as 
worshipers to turn to God’s Word again together. I want to invite you to take your 
Bibles and turn to Habakkuk 3. As you are turning there, I actually want to point 
out something from the end of chapter 2 which reminds us why in the world we 
come and study the Word of God together. Why do we read it? Why do we think 
about it together? It all has to do with who God is in contrast to the gods who are 
made with human hands – to idols. Look at chapter 2:18-20. God says to Habakkuk 
in his reply, 
 

Habakkuk 2:18-20 
“Of what value is an idol carved by a craftsman? 
    Or an image that teaches lies? 
For the one who makes it trusts in his own creation; 
    he makes idols that cannot speak. 
19 Woe to him who says to wood, ‘Come to life!’ 
    Or to lifeless stone, ‘Wake up!’ 
Can it give guidance? 
    It is covered with gold and silver; 
    there is no breath in it.” 
20 The LORD is in his holy temple; 
    let all the earth be silent before him. 

 
Do you hear the contrast that God is making? People make idols to be their gods 
to do things for them. But they created the idol and then tried to bring life to it. 
They speak to it to say, “Come to life! Speak to me!” It cannot. But God, the 



everlasting creator of all that is comes to His creation – to us – and speaks. And 
when God speaks, there is life. So, when we turn to His Word, we turn to the one 
source that we have for life. So, we come together as an act of worship to read it, 
to think about it, to apply it to our lives that God might be glorified in us. 
 

Habakkuk 3:1-19. 
 A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet. On shigionoth.  
2 LORD, I have heard of your fame; 
    I stand in awe of your deeds, LORD. 
Repeat them in our day, 
    in our time make them known; 
    in wrath remember mercy. 
3 God came from Teman, 
    the Holy One from Mount Paran.  
His glory covered the heavens 
    and his praise filled the earth. 
4 His splendor was like the sunrise; 
    rays flashed from his hand, 
    where his power was hidden. 
5 Plague went before him; 
    pestilence followed his steps. 
6 He stood, and shook the earth; 
    he looked, and made the nations tremble. 
The ancient mountains crumbled 
    and the age-old hills collapsed— 
    but he marches on forever. 
7 I saw the tents of Cushan in distress, 
    the dwellings of Midian in anguish. 
8 Were you angry with the rivers, LORD? 
    Was your wrath against the streams? 
Did you rage against the sea 
    when you rode your horses 
    and your chariots to victory? 
9 You uncovered your bow, 
    you called for many arrows. 



You split the earth with rivers; 
10 the mountains saw you and writhed. 
Torrents of water swept by; 
    the deep roared 
    and lifted its waves on high. 
11 Sun and moon stood still in the heavens 
    at the glint of your flying arrows, 
    at the lightning of your flashing spear. 
12 In wrath you strode through the earth 
    and in anger you threshed the nations. 
13 You came out to deliver your people, 
    to save your anointed one. 
You crushed the leader of the land of wickedness, 
    you stripped him from head to foot. 
14 With his own spear you pierced his head 
    when his warriors stormed out to scatter us, 
gloating as though about to devour 
    the wretched who were in hiding. 
15 You trampled the sea with your horses, 
    churning the great waters. 
16 I heard and my heart pounded, 
    my lips quivered at the sound; 
decay crept into my bones, 
    and my legs trembled. 
Yet I will wait patiently for the day of calamity 
    to come on the nation invading us. 
17 Though the fig tree does not bud 
    and there are no grapes on the vines, 
though the olive crop fails 
    and the fields produce no food, 
though there are no sheep in the pen 
    and no cattle in the stalls, 
18 yet I will rejoice in the LORD, 
    I will be joyful in God my Savior. 



19 The Sovereign LORD is my strength; 
    he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, 
    he enables me to tread on the heights. 
For the director of music. On my stringed instruments. 

 
Let us pray. 
 

Father, as we turn now in the midst of this uncertain season in our lives as 
your people, we come to your Word because it is true and unchanging 
because You are true and unchanging. So, take your Word and use it to fill 
our hearts with this same response of Habakkuk. Do your work, by your 
Spirit, in our hearts in these moments we pray. In Christ’s name, amen. 

 
I mentioned last week in my sermon that this week is the 32nd anniversary of my 
father’s death. In fact, today is the 32nd anniversary of his funeral. I mentioned last 
week his funeral, and then I went to a concert that night where I worshipped. That 
happened 32 years ago today. I found my dad’s funeral program last night and 
confirmed I was right on the date, and it was. A few days later, I left for my 
sophomore year in college in the midst of grief. I did not know what was going on. 
It was a good year, but it was a hard year. A very hard year. Not only because Kent 
Viesselman was my roommate; I was going through grief. It impacted my 
relationships. It impacted my academics. It impacted everything in my life. 
Through that year, I began to wonder what in the world was God doing? And 
where did I fit in what God was doing?  
 
It was during that year that I began to consider whether God was calling me into 
ministry to serve Him. So, by the spring of that year, I decided to explore ministry 
options for the summer. I applied to Pine Lake Christian Center – the Converge 
North Central Camp in Iowa – to work as a camp counselor. I got a phone call back 
from the program director and she set up an interview with me in Albert Lea so we 
could meet halfway. I told my roommate, Dan and I told my new girlfriend, 
Andrea, that I was headed to this interview on an afternoon and I would be back in 
a few hours not thinking it would be much of a trip. I got in my old car and drove 
from Bethel down to Albert Lea to meet them at the fast food restaurant where 
they had told me to meet them. 



I got there a few minutes early because I am eager and anxious, waiting until 
about the time we were supposed to meet, and I walked in looking for someone 
who might be looking for me. And I found no one. So, I waited – 5 minutes, 10 
minutes, 15 minutes. No one showed up. Thirty minutes. Time kept ticking. Finally, 
I decided I needed to see if I could reach out to them to make sure that I am at the 
right place and see what is going on. This was pre-cell phone days. You understand 
that. I was a poor college student so I had only a few dollars in my pocket – 
probably 2 or 3 – and I grabbed some coins out of my car and went to the pay 
phone at Burger King where I was sitting and dialed their home number on the 
phone. A young lady answered, and I asked if her parents were there. She said, 
“No, they have gone to meet somebody for an interview.” I said, “I think that I am 
that person, but they have not shown up. Do you know where they were supposed 
to meet me?” “No, but I think they will be there.”  
 
I went back and I waited – one hour, an hour and a half. I was getting hungry, so I 
finally used the $2 in my pocket to buy something. Two and a half hours…I think I 
waited a full three hours. Dejected. Confused. Wondering. It was kind of the 
culmination of that whole year of grief and questioning everything going on in my 
life saying, “What is God doing here?” It was the longest drive back I have ever 
taken as I questioned God, “What do you want from me? What are you calling me 
to do?” 
 
You might be here and wonder the same thing. There are times in our lives where 
we all face those things. It could be because of grief, confusion, or simply that 
crisis we find ourselves in and its uncertainties. In those moments, we often begin 
to question God’s goodness and faithfulness. That is where I was that night, and 
that is where Habakkuk was when this book begins as he questions God, “Why?” 
Asking God, “How long?” And through his pain, Habakkuk learned to trust God. 
 
C.S. Lewis in his book “The Problem of Pain” wrote, 
 

“Pain insists on being attended to. God whispers to us in our pleasures, 
speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pain: it is His megaphone to 
rouse a deaf world.” 

 



God uses the struggles and sufferings of our life to wake us up to who He is and 
how He promises to act. Think about Israel’s history. That happens all through the 
Old Testament. As Israel struggles, or suffers, or sins, God comes and acts and 
shows Himself more of who He is. It happens right away in the book of Exodus 
when the people have gone down to Egypt and they are enslaved. 
 

Exodus 2:23-25 
23 During that long period, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned 
in their slavery and cried out, and their cry for help because of their 
slavery went up to God. 24 God heard their groaning and he 
remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with 
Jacob. 25 So God looked on the Israelites and was concerned about 
them. 

 
God saw. God remembered. In the very next chapter, God calls Moses at the 
burning bush and He says to Moses in Exodus 3. 
 

Exodus 3:7-9 
7 The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I 
have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am 
concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them 
from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land 
into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the 
home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and 
Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have 
seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 

 
I love the verbs there. Do you hear God speaking? 

• I have seen 

• I have heard 

• I am concerned, so 

• I have come down 
 
God comes in the midst of the people’s suffering to rescue them. He does it in the 
Old Testament time and time again. In the time of the Judges – Judges 2 – we are 



told of this pattern. The people would sin, because of sin God would had them 
over to their enemies, they would get into a bad situation and they would cry out 
to the Lord, the Lord would hear their cries, He would send a judge, and He would 
deliver them. And the pattern would rinse and repeat. God would deliver them 
from their sufferings. 
 
Think of David. All the times in David’s life when he was on the run from Saul, from 
the Philistines, from other people within Israel who wanted to hurt him, even from 
his own son, Absalom. If you want to hear David’s response to his sufferings, read 
this afternoon Psalm 31. The psalm of the trust of David in the midst of his 
struggles. 
 
Habakkuk brings us to that point in chapter 3 of seeing God at work in the 
sufferings that he experiences because of God’s seeming indifference to the sin of 
His people, and then in bringing the Babylonians to defeat Judah. God’s response 
indicated that He was at work to accomplish His purposes in judgement and 
salvation. Habakkuk then in chapter 3 realizes that God does not work around 
affliction, but God works in the midst of affliction and through affliction to reveal 
Himself to us. God works through and in the midst of suffering to show more of 
who He is to us. You know, there are certain things that we do not learn about God 
until we have gone through trials. But it is through the suffering, through the 
hardship, through the pain that we see more of God. 
 
Habakkuk shows us that through his prayer in two ways. 
 

1) Habakkuk understands more of God’s sovereignty. 
Look again at verses 3-7. Teman, by the way, is in Edom – the south part of 
Israel. Mount Paran is in Sinai. Think of the wilderness as the people come 
out of Egypt. Here they are. 
 

Habakkuk 3:3-7 
God came from Teman, 
    the Holy One from Mount Paran.  
His glory covered the heavens 
    and his praise filled the earth. 



4 His splendor was like the sunrise; 
    rays flashed from his hand, 
    where his power was hidden. 
5 Plague went before him; 
    pestilence followed his steps. 
6 He stood, and shook the earth; 
    he looked, and made the nations tremble. 
The ancient mountains crumbled 
    and the age-old hills collapsed— 
    but he marches on forever. 
7 I saw the tents of Cushan in distress, 
    the dwellings of Midian in anguish. 

 
So, the language is God coming in judgement. And that language of coming, 
that God came, is a theophany. God’s presence among His people for 
judgement and for salvation. In order to fill the earth with the knowledge of 
the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea, as we saw last week in 
Habakkuk 2:14. And that is what is happening here. God coming in His might 
and in His power, bringing pestilence and plague. Even mountains and hills 
fall before Him, but He marches on forever.  
 
Do you hear the point? What stops God? Nothing! Nothing can stop God 
from accomplishing His purposes. And that is what the Bible teaches us. The 
Bible teaches us that God is the absolute authority over all that exists. That 
means diseases are under His authority. Isn’t that good news? It means 
nations are under His control. Is that good news? It means YOU are under His 
control. Is that good news? Maybe. Right? That is how I feel because I want 
to live under this myth that I am sovereign, that I am in control, that I have 
authority. But again and again God takes us from where we are and reveals 
more of Himself so that we understand that He – not we – are in control. He 
is sovereign over all things and suffering has a way of showing God’s 
sovereignty in all things. 
 
When you are sick and cannot get out of bed you realize very quickly that 
you are not in control anymore. This morning if you are struggling with what 



is going on in this world, or maybe in your own life, look to Him and 
acknowledge again the reality of His sovereign goodness in your life. 

 
2) Habakkuk understands God’s salvation.  

This word of judgement goes on from verses 3-7 into verses 8-15. But in the 
midst of this next section is a message of hope, of God’s salvation. Look at 
verse 13. 
 

Habakkuk 3:13 
You came out to deliver your people, 
    to save your anointed one. 
You crushed the leader of the land of wickedness, 
    you stripped him from head to foot. 

 
In the midst of God’s judgement, here is this promise of God coming to act in 
judgement for salvation. He is going to save His people. I think Habakkuk is 
still thinking of God’s past deliverance from Egypt – the Exodus – as God 
brings His people out. He also is likely thinking of more recent examples like 
in the days of King Hezekiah, the time of the prophet Isaiah when the 
Assyrian army was on the doorstep of Jerusalem threatening to destroy the 
southern kingdom and God puts to death the leader and 185,000 troops flee. 
God delivers His people, He saves them. And he is likely thinking of a future 
deliverance as he points to the Anointed One, God’s promised Messiah, the 
son of David, who was to come. So, from beginning to end, the story of the 
Bible is a story of God’s saving work through restoring suffering sinners. He 
redeems what is broken, what is failing, what is lost, and He brings them 
home to Himself. Isn’t that good news? 

 
If you are here this morning and you are anxious about what is happening in this 
life and wondering what is next, know that God is at work. He is at work and He is 
holding out His arms inviting you to embrace His son, Jesus Christ, who gave His 
life that you might have life, who calls you to repent and to trust in the finished 
work of Christ for hope and joy.  
 



Habakkuk offers that prayer knowing God’s saving work in his life, knowing God’s 
sovereignty on behalf of His people in his response to God in his suffering should 
guide ours. So, how do we respond? Let me show you three responses Habakkuk 
had that should be our response in these days. 
 

1) Revere God 
We are called to live in reverence and awe of this God. Notice back at the 
beginning of Habakkuk’s prayer. 
 

Habakkuk 3:2 
LORD, I have heard of your fame; 
    I stand in awe of your deeds, LORD. 
Repeat them in our day, 
    in our time make them known; 
    in wrath remember mercy. 

 
We are to be a people who live in reverence of God, longing for God to act in 
ways that would cause us to be in awe of all that He has done. He repeats 
that idea again in verse 16. 
 

Habakkuk 3:16 
I heard and my heart pounded, 
    my lips quivered at the sound; 
decay crept into my bones, 
    and my legs trembled. 
Yet I will wait patiently for the day of calamity 
    to come on the nation invading us. 

 
After experiencing God, Habakkuk is humbled. He is in awe. It is exactly what 
happens to Job at the end of Job 42. When Job has heard God make His case 
of His role as the creator and sovereign one, Job replies to the Lord, 
 

Job 42:1-6 
Then Job replied to the LORD: 
2 “I know that you can do all things; 
    no purpose of yours can be thwarted. 
3 You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my plans without knowledge?’ 



    Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, 
    things too wonderful for me to know. 
4 “You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak; 
    I will question you, 
    and you shall answer me.’ 
5 My ears had heard of you 
    but now my eyes have seen you. 
6 Therefore I despise myself 
    and repent in dust and ashes.” 

 
Do you hear the point? When we really encounter God, the only response we 
can have is one of reverence, of fear, of awe. It is what happens to the 
disciples when they encounter Jesus. Jesus calms the storm. When Jesus 
calms the storm, what do the disciples say? “Oh, that’s really cool, Jesus. 
Give me five.” They say, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinner.” What 
does John do in the book of Revelation when he encounters the risen Christ 
who reveals Himself to him and speaks in Revelation 1? He falls on his face as 
though dead! Why? Because we cannot control this God. 
 
I love the picture C.S. Lewis paints of that in the “Chronicles of Narnia: The 
Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe.” Mr. Beaver is telling the Pevensie 
children about Aslan, the Lion. He tells Lucy that Aslan is a lion and Lucy is 
frightened. She’s like, “Ooh, a lion? It might be scary to meet a lion.” She says 
to him, “Is he safe?” Mr. Beaver said, “No. But he is good.” And that is the 
book of Habakkuk. Is God safe? No. Is He going to act the way we expect Him 
to? No! But He is good, so we revere Him. We live in reverence and awe and 
wonder. Our call to worship is a call to revere the Lord, a call to rejoice in the 
Lord. 

 
2) Rejoice in God 

Habbakuk 3:17-18 
Though the fig tree does not bud 
    and there are no grapes on the vines, 
though the olive crop fails 
    and the fields produce no food, 



though there are no sheep in the pen 
    and no cattle in the stalls,  

18 yet I will rejoice in the LORD, 
    I will be joyful in God my Savior. 

 
I will rejoice when there is nothing left. The last time I preached this passage 
was in March in a little hot hut in Liberia with about 50 students who were 
there most of whom serve as pastors in churches. It was a hot morning. We 
had literally just found out about 30 minutes before that we were going to be 
sent home because borders were closing, and airlines were cancelling flights. 
We were supposed to stay for the graduation, but it could not happen now – 
at least as planned. These students were facing shutdowns in their own 
country and in Liberia shutting down does not mean you get on your cell 
phone and you call for a delivery of groceries. It does not mean that you go 
to your pantry and your refrigerator for more groceries. It means, “I do not 
know where the next meal is coming from.” Because they get food for a day 
and they eat the food. Then they have to get food the next day, and the next 
day.  
 
This was the text that I had already planned to preach, and it was a fitting 
text because I could say to them, as I say to you, as I say to me each day, 
“Even though everything would fall, even though everything would fail, even 
though everything would be disaster, can I yet rejoice in the Lord?” That is 
the question. And Habakkuk answers, “Yes.” That is to be our answer as well. 
We can rejoice in the Lord. 
 

Philippians 4:4-7 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your 
gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace 
of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 



Rejoice in the Lord when? When things go well? When things are fruitful? 
When things are easy? No! Always! Not in those things, but through those 
things because through those things the Lord shows us more of who He is. 
He shows us (in verse 5) His nearness. He gives us (verse 7) His peace. And 
so, we learn in our suffering more about the Lord. 
 
This morning, no matter what is going on in your life, can you rejoice in the 
Lord? Take time this afternoon to recount all the ways the Lord has been 
working. Even in this season. I have started to write a list of lessons learned 
in these last six months. Write things that you have seen in the ways God has 
been faithful. 

 
3) Rely in God 

Habakkuk 3:19 
The Sovereign LORD is my strength; 
    he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, 
    he enables me to tread on the heights. 
For the director of music. On my stringed instruments. 

 
Do you see the imagery? Have you ever seen a big horn sheep or a deer 
standing on a rocky hill or mountain? It is amazing. They can just move 
around like there is no worry. Why? Because what is underneath it is secure. 
It does not mean it is safe! It does not mean it is easy. But it trusts. And that 
is what we are called to do in these seasons – to trust in the Lord despite the 
difficulties. You know, actually I think about this at about 4:00 in the morning 
when I woke up. I think one of the biggest ways to trust is by being able to sit 
in your home alone, day after day after day because it is not good for you to 
be out. What an act of faith! To rely on God to say, “You will meet me. You 
will be with me.”  
 
My family got the chance to go down on Friday for a quick trip to see my 
mother whose 87th birthday was yesterday to spend just a few hours with 
her. We had not seen her since Christmas. She is in her home by herself day 
after day after day. She has a few people who stop. Many people will call or 



send cards. It is an act of relying on God as our strength. Not in our strength, 
but in His strength and in our weakness. 
 
Paul talked about that in 2 Corinthians 12. 
 

2 Corinthians 12:10 
That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in 
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, 
then I am strong. 

 
Christ’s power manifests His strength in us. Habakkuk learns this lesson 
through many trials to rely on God, to rejoice in the Lord in the midst of his 
suffering because he reverences God for His holy character and work. 

 
In the 1800’s there was a missionary by the name of John G. Paton who went 
to an island called Vanuatu. It was called New Hebrides in the 1800’s – part 
way between Hawaii and Australia in the middle of the Pacific Ocean. It is an 
island filled with people who were very violent, known to be violent and even 
practiced cannibalism at times. Paton went with his young pregnant wife. 
They landed on the island and set up a home. In the midst of that time, she 
contracted an illness as she gave birth to the child. Both mom and the infant 
son died. Paton buried them right outside of his home. Obviously, grief 
stricken beyond measure. He continued in ministry, later re-marrying again 
and having a family. But his ministry was very hard because the people would 
come and threaten him during the day and then show up at night and try to 
kill him. Day after day, week after week, year and year. Can you imagine? 
And he stayed. 

 
One night it was so severe he had to flee from his home, climb a tree, and 
stay in the tree all night long so that he would be safe. Years later when he 
returned to England, he wrote in his autobiography these words: 

 
“Yet I sat there among the branches, as safe as in the arms of 
Jesus. Never, in all my sorrows, did my Lord draw nearer to me, 
and speak more soothingly in my soul, than when the moonlight 
flickered among those chestnut leaves, and the night air played on 



my throbbing brow, as I told all my heart to Jesus. Alone, yet not 
alone! If it be to glorify my God, I will not grudge to spend many 
nights alone in such a tree, to feel again my Savior’s spiritual 
presence, to enjoy His consoling fellowship. If thus thrown back 
upon your own soul, alone, all alone, in the midnight, in the bush, 
in the very embrace of death itself, have you a Friend that will not 
fail you then?” 
 

John G. Paton, The Autobiography of John G. Paton 
 
This morning, have you a Friend that will not fail you then? If so, rest in Him. Let us 
pray. 
 

Father, we rest in your finished work, in redeeming us through your Son for 
your glory. And in these uncertain days, we pray that you would revive and 
restore our hearts so that Christ would be our joy, our treasure, our life, our 
hope, our strength, our peace. Show us more of Yourself in these days that 
we might rest in You. We pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
Suffering reminds us that we are not home yet. One day we will be when He 
comes. And when He comes, we will be with Him. But this week know wherever 
you are, whatever you go through, He is with you.  
 

Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant 
brought back from dead our Lord, Jesus, that Great Shepherd of the sheep, 
equip you with everything good for doing His will. And my He work in us 
what is pleasing to Him through Jesus Christ to whom be glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 


