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Good morning! It is indeed a privilege to be with you this morning standing up 
here instead of sitting down there with you. As Pastor Jared mentioned, I am 
Duane Tweeten; a member here for eight years in another couple of weeks. It 
seems really hard for me to believe that it has already been eight years that we 
have been with you here in Cambridge. And as Jared mentioned as well, it is 
indeed our privilege as a family to be part of the Mission team at First Baptist 
supported in our work to train pastors among the nations. So, I am very glad to be 
with you and very privileged this week and next to be able to share with you from 
God’s Word.  
 
What a privilege for us as we gather to open God’s Word! Why do we do so? We 
do so because God has spoken and we need to hear what God has said to us for 
our encouragement, for our growth, and for our strength. I have been working 
through Psalm 119 very slowly this year; actually, memorizing it. And I just want to 
say for you the one segment of that Psalms of Gimel, the third section of Psalm 
119. The psalmist says this, 
 

Deal bountifully with your servant that I may live,  
 and keep your word. 
Open my eyes that I may behold 
 wonderous things out of your law. 
I am a sojourner on the earth; 
 hide not your commandments from me. 
My soul is consumed with longing 
 for your rules at all times. 



You rebuke the insolent, the cursed ones, 
 who wonder from your commandments. 
Take away from me scorn and contempt, 
 for I have kept your testimonies. 
Even though princes sit plotting against me, 
 your servant will meditate on your statutes. 
Your testimonies are my delight; 
 they are my counselors. 

 
That is why we go to God’s Word. Because he opens our eyes to see wonderous 
things out of his Word because our soul is to be consumed with longing for it and 
because they are our delight. So, let us pray as we turn to God’s Word this 
morning together. 
 

Father, we ask that by your Spirit you would do these very things that are 
recorded in your Word. Open our eyes. Give us longing and delight in your 
Word so that we can live according to your ways, and for your glory, and for 
the good of all people. Lord, we need you to work in our hearts today. We 
pray in Christ’s name. Amen. 

 
This has been a season of asking hard questions. Some of those questions are ones 
I never thought we would be asking ourselves because they are so ordinary, every-
day life questions like: 
 

• Should I leave my house? 

• Is it safe for me to go to the grocery store to get some food? 

• Can we get together with family and friends? 

• When can I return to church? 
 

Even questions that affect our families like: 
 

• How and where and when should we educate our children? 
 

Those are hard questions in these days. Some questions even that you may have 
asked are bigger questions. Philosophical questions. Questions that impact the 
very meaning of life like: 
 



• Why is there so much suffering and death in this world? 
 

We see death on a daily basis and hear number counts. It is easy to get 
overwhelmed and say, “Why? Why is there continued injustice?” when we see all 
the struggles and challenges of this world. Why is there so much injustice? 
 

• Will wrongs be made right? 

• Will rights be rewarded?  

• Will what is right, and good, and true be rewarded? 

• Where is God in all of this? Does he care? 

• What does that mean for us as God’s people? 
 
Those questions are the topic of what is known as theodicy. Theodicy simply 
answers the question of how God is both just and good, while allowing evil to exist 
in the world. And that is not a theoretical question. It is a practical question to us. 
How do we wrestle through these questions in our time?  
 
Now, those are such significant issues that God, in the Bible, gives us two books in 
the Old Testament that deal with this issue of theodicy. The book of Job which 
recounts Job’s personal suffering as he asks God why as he loses his children, he 
loses his livelihood, everything that he has. His bank account, his savings, his work. 
Everything he has is gone in a moment. And then he loses his own health and day 
after day after day he struggles with pain, and he asks why. That book is a 
theodicy. God gives him answers, but answers that are hard – both for him and for 
us because they do not answer everything in detail. 
 
The second book in the Old Testament that does the same thing is the book of 
Habakkuk. We are going to spend this week and next week looking at this little 
book of Habakkuk as the prophet Habakkuk looks at his own personal anguish in 
response to the national sin of Judah around him. Why? Why is God not acting on 
behalf of his own honor and for the good of his people in judging what is wrong? 
Why? When we ask those questions, we are in a long line of heroes of the faith 
who have asked hard questions. 
 
As Christians, it is not wrong to ask hard questions. In fact, some people perceive 
Christianity as something that avoids questions, avoids difficulties, and is 



simplistic. Nothing could be further from the truth. Christianity wrestles with the 
hardest issues of life in order to see how God is at work orchestrating things for his 
glory and for our good. That is exactly what this book is. So, if you are here and 
asking questions, if you are thinking about these questions, it is a good thing. And 
it is a good thing for us to go to God’s Word; not only to learn how to ask them, 
but to see what God has done. That is what we are going to do today with the 
prophet Habakkuk. 
 
Now, if you are like me and when reading through the Bible you get to the 
prophets, it is hard reading. Prophets are hard because what they do is the same 
thing again and again. They tell people what they have done wrong. They tell them 
that judgement is coming. And they repeat. Here is what you have done wrong 
and here is what is going to happen as a result – judgement. But why I love reading 
the prophets is because in the midst of judgement of sin, every once in a while, 
there are glimpses of hope. What we are going to see in this little book, in this 
theodicy, as Habakkuk wrestles with hard questions, is the hope that God gives to 
him and to us that remind us that he is good.  
 
Habakkuk wrote this little book in the midst of Judah’s end. He was writing while 
Judah was still in the Promised Land before they were exiled. The northern 10 
kingdoms had been exiled from the land over 100 years earlier. Judah, with its 
Davidic king, and the capitol in Jerusalem, and the temple there had recently 
experienced a spiritual reform under the reign of Josiah the king who reigned over 
Judah from 640 – 609 B.C. But unlike their father, Josiah’s sons who succeeded 
him, followed the immoral ways of many of the other kings of Judah, the 
descendants of David. So, this book is written about a decade before Judah was 
sent into exile in 597 B.C., about 20 years before Jerusalem in 586 B.C. was 
destroyed and Solomon’s Temple was destroyed. So, Habakkuk speaks to God 
about his situation.  
 
I want to read just a few verses from Habakkuk 1 and then we are going to walk 
through all of chapters 1 and 2. 
 
 
 



Habakkuk 1:1-4 
The prophecy that Habakkuk the prophet received. 
2 How long, LORD, must I call for help, but you do not listen? 
Or cry out to you, “Violence!” but you do not save? 
3 Why do you make me look at injustice? Why do you tolerate wrongdoing? 
Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and conflict abounds. 
4 Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice never prevails. 
The wicked hem in the righteous, so that justice is perverted. 

 
As he begins this book, Habakkuk introduces himself as one who is a prophet. But 
immediately after this brief description, Habakkuk enters his complaint to God 
about what is going on. Notice how he says it in verse 2, “How long, Lord, must I 
call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you….” It is clear from this that 
Habakkuk for some time has been praying to the Lord asking God to work but his 
prayers have been unanswered. Has anyone ever felt that before? If you have felt 
that you are exactly where the prophet is when he writes these words. As 
Christians, we do want to call out to God. We are called to pray. We need God to 
work.  
 
Habakkuk is asking God, “Help!” The reason he is asking God to work like this is 
because he was troubled by the violence and the injustice that were going on in 
Judah, and God’s apparent indifference to that injustice because God is not seen 
to be acting by Habakkuk. He thinks God really does not care about what is going 
on. And yet all around him, as he looks and sees, the prophet notices what is going 
on. Notice the three pairs of what is going on in verse 3. He speaks of injustice and 
wrongdoing, of destruction and violence, and of strife and conflict. Is a book 2,600 
years old applicable to us today? Isn’t it amazing how something spoken then 
could still resonate with us? It is because these words are God’s very words to us. 
And here the prophet is wrestling with what is going on. Because he is a witness to 
these sinful actions of God’s people, he expects God to act and God is not acting. 
So, he cries out in complaint.  
 
Then God replies (Habakkuk 1:5-11). God’s reply demonstrates to Habakkuk that 
his assumptions were wrong. Habakkuk assumed that God was not at work. But 
God reminds Habakkuk in his response that God was at work. He is working. 



Habakkuk 1:5-7 
“Look at the nations and watch—and be utterly amazed. For I am going 
to do something in your days that you would not believe, even if you 
were told. 6 I am raising up the Babylonians, that ruthless and 
impetuous people, who sweep across the whole earth to seize 
dwellings not their own. 7 They are a feared and dreaded people; they 
are a law to themselves and promote their own honor. 

 
God is raising up another country in order to judge his own people. God is raising 
up the Babylonians to bring judgement upon Judah. So, God the King is not 
inactive, he is not passive, he is at work. “I am raising up the Babylonians.” 
 
I love what Daniel talks about in Daniel 2:21-22. 
 

He changes times and seasons; he deposes kings and raises up others. 
He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the discerning. 22 He 
reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what lies in darkness, and 
light dwells with him. 
 

Why? Because he is always at work. He is at work in ways that we cannot see in 
people’s lives. Even in nations. Raising up kings and putting them away. Isn’t that 
comforting? It is comforting to me to know that when we look at our world and 
what is going on and chaos abounds in the world. Trust me, I get to visit a lot of 
countries. I see it. I hear the stories. Isn’t encouraging to know that God is at work? 
But we do not always see it, and that is what makes it hard. 
 
There is an old hymn by William Cooper who is a friend of John Newton, the 
author of “Amazing Grace.” John Newton was Cooper’s pastor. Cooper struggled 
with depression at very difficult times in his life. But he wrote tremendous poetry 
that was put to music. This is one of my favorites - a hymn called “God Moves in a 
Mysterious Way.” I love the imagery of some of the lines of this hymn! 
 
 
 
 



“God Moves in a Mysterious Way” by William Cooper 
 

God moves in a mysterious way, his wonders to perform; 
he plants his footsteps in the sea, and rides upon the storm. 

Deep in unfathomable mines, of never-failing skill; 
he fashions up his bright designs, and works his sovereign will. 

Ye fearful saints fresh courage take, the clouds that you much dread, 
are big with mercy and will break in blessings on your head. 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, but trust him for his grace; 
behind a frowning providence, he hides a smiling face. 

His purposes will ripen fast, unfolding every hour; 
The bud may have a bitter taste, but sweet will be the flower. 

Blind unbelief is sure to err, and scan his work in vain; 
God is his own interpreter, and he will make it plain. 

 
We do not see it all the time what God is doing because it is so deep! It is so 
beneath us. But what God is doing is mining beautiful jewels that come up and 
then work out His purpose in our lives. Habakkuk had lost sight of what God was 
about; what God was doing. It is easy for us in seasons like this to lose what God is 
doing in unfathomable mines. Things that we cannot fathom or understand. God is 
at work.  
 
Not only that, God tells Habakkuk that he will judge Judah. In the Mosaic law, God 
told his people that if they did not walk in His ways, he would bring judgement 
upon them. Part of that judgement would ultimately become exile from the 
Promised Land. God tells Habakkuk he is about ready to do that. In fact, he would 
do that using the Babylonians. The emerging superpower of the age. God had seen 
their sin. He was acting. He would act in judgement. And he would do so by 
sending the Babylonians to do it. Habakkuk hears this message and he responds. 
 

Habakkuk 1:12 
LORD, are you not from everlasting? My God, my Holy One, you will 
never die. You, LORD, have appointed them to execute judgment; you, 
my Rock, have ordained them to punish. 

 



So, he gives a response that indicates his trust in God. In light of God’s surprising 
announcement, Habakkuk learns that he can trust the Lord even when he does not 
see God actively at work in that moment. “Lord, are you not from everlasting?” He 
points to God’s eternal nature, that he is the everlasting One. He points to God’s 
covenant. He calls him twice Lord, Yahweh. You are our God. He affirms his own 
commitment to God. You are my God. My Holy One. You are a Rock. An 
unchanging security in the midst of this season. 
 
Thirty-two years ago, later this week will mark the death of my father. I was 19 
years old. His funeral happened and six days later I left for my sophomore year of 
college. It was a very hard season in my life. But one of the things that I remember 
most about that season is something that happened the night of the funeral. The 
funeral had happened, it was done, and my pastor and his wife and their kids 
invited me to go to a concert. They knew I was a big Steve Green fan and I loved 
the music of Steve Green. (They are sitting here in this room this morning – Terry 
and Sherill – who became my father-in-law and mother-in-law.) I remember that 
night very vividly because in the midst of my grief, in the midst of my questions, I 
could again through that music worship and affirm God’s goodness and 
faithfulness to me.  
 
And that is how Habakkuk responds. In moments when we are asking why, one of 
the most important things for us to do is worship. To consider who God is and 
what God has done. And that is what he does. However, for Habakkuk that raises a 
concern because God has told Habakkuk that he would act in such a surprising way 
that Habakkuk cannot accept it. So, he offers his second complaint which is, how 
can God judge the wrong of His people with an even more evil people? The 
Babylonians are even worse than the people of Judah. How can God do that? Is 
God just if he judges injustice by means of an unjust people? That is in essence the 
question. So, Habakkuk determines to step back, listen, and wait for God’s 
response. And God does indeed respond to Habakkuk in chapter 2 by encouraging 
and reminding him of these things: 
 
 
 
 



• That God would fulfill his word 
 

Habakkuk 2:2-3 
2 Then the LORD replied: “Write down the revelation and make it 
plain on tablets so that a herald may run with it. 3 For the 
revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will 
not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come 
and will not delay. 

 
Do you hear what God is saying to Habakkuk? What I have said will come to 
pass. He will fulfill his word. Even if it took time, it would happen because 
God has spoken. And what God says comes to pass. God would fulfill his 
word.  

 

• That God would judge rightly 
Then he reminds Habakkuk that God not only would he fulfill His word, he 
will judge rightly. 
 

Habakkuk 2:4-5 
“See, the enemy is puffed up; his desires are not upright—but the 
righteous person will live by his faithfulness—5 indeed, wine 
betrays him; he is arrogant and never at rest. Because he is as 
greedy as the grave and like death is never satisfied, he gathers to 
himself all the nations and takes captive all the peoples.  

 
God contrasts two groups of people. The proud or what he calls the arrogant 
who will be judged for their sinfulness, with the righteous person who will 
live by his faithfulness who trusts God. So, there are two groups. God is going 
to treat both groups rightly. Those who are arrogant and puffed up he will 
judge. Those who live by faith he will acquit. God will judge rightly. God will 
not forget Habakkuk. He will not forget those who are faithful. Nor will he 
forget the sinful Babylonians who he uses to judge his people. 

 
Then God begins a series of five taunts. He begins a song of mocking and scorn in 
verses 6-20. You can see this in your text in the “woes” that are mentioned. There 
is a “woe” in verse 6, verse 9, verse 12, verse 15, and in verse 19. God would judge 



the Babylonians just as he had judged Judah. But in that judgement, he gives two 
encouragements.  
 

• God will restore the earth 
 

Habakkuk 2:14 
For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of 
the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

 

God says, “See what I am doing? I am judging Judah now. I am going to judge 
Babylon later for their wickedness. Why? Because I have a purpose in this 
earth. I will fill the earth with the knowledge of my glory as the waters cover 
the sea.” His purpose in judgement is to show his redeeming power in all the 
earth. And so, he reminds Habakkuk of that truth. 

 
Then look down at verse 20. After the last two “woes” God says this. 
 

• He will be present with his people 
 

Habakkuk 2:20 
The LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before 
him. 

 

There is no response that we can make to this Sovereign Lord other than to 
be silent in trusting him. God will be with us! His temple is the sign of His 
presence and God in His holiness will draw near. These are the things God 
uses to remind Habakkuk of his time and what is going on, and how he can 
respond to the questions and uncertainties that he is facing in life. 

 
The question is, what about us? How do we respond to God when we have these 
questions? What Habakkuk looked forward to, we look back to – that Christ is the 
one who is seated on the throne as the reigning King. And through him, we have 
life even in the midst of our hard questions.  
 

1. In Christ, God is for us because He is faithful to His promises. 
God is for us because he is faithful to his promises. Promises that are 
guaranteed to us through Jesus Christ. 



2 Corinthians 1:20 
For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” 
in Christ. And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the 
glory of God.  

 
He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all (Romans 8:32), 
how will he not also along with him graciously give us…a little? No. All things. 
All things are ours in Christ.  
 
It was a tough week for me this week. As TLI (Teaching Leaders International) 
makes decisions of how to keep interacting with what is going on in our 
world and our inability to travel, we had to make some hard decisions. 
Ramifications are still starting to work out and things like this, promises that 
are “Yes” in Christ, give me great encouragement and comfort in difficulty. 
Look to Christ because God will keep his word. 

 
2. God justifies those who steadfastly trust in Him. 

We are not saved because we have done anything meriting his kindness. We 
are saved by his grace alone. Habakkuk is reminded of this by God in chapter 
2 verse 4 that the righteous shall live by faith – which I think is an allusion 
back to Abraham who in Genesis 15:6 it says, 
 

Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as 
righteousness. 

 
Abraham believed God. Habakkuk believed God. But now, in Christ we have 
the means for believing that the work of Christ on the cross through his 
death and resurrection has paid the penalty for our sin so that in him we can 
have life. So, Paul quoting Habakkuk 2:4 in Romans 1:17 says, 

 

Romans 1:17 
For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed – a 
righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: 
“The righteous will live by faith.” 

 



We live by faith. Which leads us to the call to persevere which, again, is 
quoted in Hebrews. 
 

Hebrews 10:36-39 
You need to persevere so that when you done the will of God, you 
will receive what he has promised. For, “In just a little while, he 
who is coming will come and will not delay.” And, “But my 
righteous one will live by faith. And I take no pleasure in the one 
who shrinks back.” But we do not belong to those who shrink back 
and are destroyed, but to those who have faith and are saved. 

 

We hold steadfastly to Christ. 
 

3. God will make the Gospel known to the nations. 
God is working to declare his glory to people from every tribe, and tongue, 
and language so that before him there is a great gathering. The earth will be 
filled. It will happen. His Kingdom will continue to spread to that end.  

 
4. God is with us! 

God today through this season is with us. Jesus himself said to his disciples 
(and to us) in Matthew 28:20, “And surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age.” Always, to the very end of the age. 

 
When we have hard questions, when we do not have the answers, and we do not 
understand what God is doing, what do we do? We look to Christ who has borne 
our judgement, who credits us with his righteousness, who sends us with his 
gospel to the nations, and who has promised to be with us in the midst of it all. 
 
A couple of years ago I was in India teaching. It had been a long week. The weather 
was hot, I was teaching long days – usually from 9am – 5:30pm in the evening – all 
day long with translation. Intense work. I was exhausted at the end of the week 
and I had more days to come next week. I was sitting in my room in the home of a 
family I was staying with and feeling wiped out. I came across a new song at the 
time by Andrew Peterson called, “Is He Worthy?” I listened to that song hours on 
end. I just want to share these words because these are the questions we need to 
finally get to as we ask hard questions. 



Is He Worthy? By Andrew Peterson 
 

Do you feel the world is broken? (We do) 
Do you feel the shadows deepen? (we do) 
But do you know that all the dark won’t stop the light from getting through? 
   (We do) 
Do you wish that you could see it all made new? (We do) 
 
Is all creation groaning? (It is) 
Is a new creation coming? (It is) 
Is the glory of the Lord to be the light within our midst? (It is) 
Is it good that we remind ourselves of this? (It is) 
 
Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole? 
   Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? 
The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave 
He is David’s root and the Lamb who died to ransom the slave 
Is He worthy? Is He worthy? Of all blessing and honor and glory 
Is He worthy of this? He is 
 
Does the Father truly love us? (He does) 
Does the Spirit move among us? (He does) 
And does Jesus, our Messiah hold forever those He loves? (He does) 
Does our God intend to dwell again with us? (He does) 
 
Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole? 
   Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? 
The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave 
He is David’s root and the Lamb who died to ransom the slave 
From every people and tribe Every nation and tongue 
He has made us a kingdom and priests to God to reign with the Son 
Is He worthy? Is He worthy? Of all blessing and honor and glory 
Is He worthy of this? Is He worthy? Is He worthy of this? He is! 
Is He Worthy? Is He worthy? He is! He is! 

 



Do you feel that this morning? When you are asking the hardest questions of life, 
is Jesus worthy? He is! Let us pray. 
 

Lord Jesus, in the midst of unknowns and uncertainties and difficulties, in the 
midst of brokenness and sin, we look to you because you are worthy. We 
thank you for the picture in Revelation 5 of this very thing. That you are 
working your purposes to an end. To a consummation that will result in our 
eternal life with you as we trust in you alone for righteousness and life. Work 
in us this week to cling to you, to hold fast to your promises that we might be 
those who bear witness of you wherever we go. We pray this knowing that 
you are with us wherever we go in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Before we have the benediction, I just want to ask you that question in your own 
life. Can you say that this morning? Is Jesus Christ worthy? He is! May that be your 
hope this morning as we walk through this week. 
 
Now, may the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make his face to shine 
upon you and be gracious to you and give you peace. Amen. 


