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My name is Dan DeRushia. I am the Pastor of Worship and Music, and today I will 
be sharing a message with you titled, “Your Prayers Have Power.” If you are one 
who likes to follow along with the words of the day, today in addition to all of the 
names of God, you can add the word Prayer. 
 
Before I dive in, let us pray together. 
 

We love you, Heavenly Father. We thank you for being good in all 
circumstances. We thank you for being all powerful, everywhere present. We 
thank you for knowing everything and not being surprised by anything. And 
Lord, we thank you for giving us power by the name of your Son, and that we 
can call on the name of your Son and all of the power that name holds. I pray 
now, Lord, that as I speak my words would fall away. No one here needs to 
hear from me. I pray that instead they hear from you and that anything that 
is from you would come straight to their hearts. I thank you for the privilege 
that we have of worshiping you and hearing from your Word. In Jesus’ name 
I pray, amen. 

 
Two of my kids attend Cambridge Intermediate school. Their principal’s name is 
Scott Peterson. I have often laughed at the fact that he shares a name with Pastor 
Scott Peterson, and actually, I have even thought that they look a little bit like each 
other. But that does not really have any bearing on this message. 
 
Imagine walking into Cambridge Intermediate school and walking into the office 
and giving a direction. If it was me walking in and I just started talking without 
giving any context, the office staff would probably just look at me like I was crazy 
and ask me to leave. If, on the other hand, I entered the office and said, “Mr. 
Peterson wanted me to tell you…” and then I gave the exact same instruction, they 
would likely take it more seriously. The reason for this has nothing to do with me 



or my authority. It has everything to do with the fact that I gave the direction in 
the name of their boss, Mr. Peterson. It is because of his name that my words 
matter. 
 
Most of us learned to pray, “In Jesus’ name,” early in our lives. But ending our 
prayers in this way can become so common that we forget what Jesus’ name really 
means and the power it carries. Here is the truth: The whole universe comes to 
attention when we whisper the name of Jesus. Not because we are powerful, 
because we are not. It is the name (of Jesus) we whisper that has the power. 
 
Today we are going to look at several promises having to do with the power of our 
prayers. These promises are central to anchoring our lives on the power we have 
in the name of Jesus. The first of these promises is that our prayers impact the 
very actions of God. In James 5:16, we are told, “The prayer of a righteous person 
is powerful and effective” (NIV).  What if we prayed knowing that our prayers are 
powerful? What if when we came to God in prayer, we acknowledged the promise 
that God actually responds. That the actions of God are impacted by the requests 
of His people? So often I can fall into the routine of prayer, thanking God for the 
day and for the people in my life. Offering blanket thank you’s, and blanket 
requests for hard things to be easier and bad things to be better. But what if I 
approached prayer knowing that the words I was about to speak are full of power, 
and that they actually work? How would that change what I say when I speak to 
God (Reflect upon this for a moment)? 
 
A half-truth the devil tries to promote is that, “God only uses ‘Special people’.” In 
reality, God does use special people, but they are special because He uses them.   
1 Peter 2:9 says, “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
special possession.” You are special because you are God’s child as Jared reminded 
us of last week. You are God’s special possession!  
 
You are the children of God and co-heirs with Jesus Christ. Romans 8:17 says “If we 
are children then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we 
share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory” (Romans 8:17 
NIV). Why do my prayers impact God’s actions? Because I am His child, and He 
loves me! You are His child, and He loves you. So, He listens and responds. 
This brings us to Promise #2: When we speak to God, He listens to our prayers. 



Scripture is full of passages that confirm this promise. Here are just a few: 
 

Psalm 66:19-20 
God has surely listened and has heard my prayer. Praise be to God, who 
has not rejected my prayer or withheld His love from me. 
 

John 9:31 
[God} listens to the godly person who does his will. 
 

1 John 5:14 
This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that is we ask 
anything according to his will, he hears us. 

 
This promise never ceases to amaze me! I pray, and God actually listens! The 
creator of the world and the universe listens to me when I pray. Again, God does 
not listen because I have done anything to deserve His attention. He listens 
because I am His child, He loves me. You are His child, He loves you, and He listens 
to you when you pray! 
 
Promise # 3: When we pray in agreement with God’s will, heaven responds. 
 
I talked a few minutes ago about praying in the name of Jesus, and the power that 
holds! This promise is the more complete unpacking of what I was talking about 
then. Praying in the name of Jesus is like saying: “This prayer is in agreement with 
who Jesus is and falls under His authority.” When we pray in Jesus’ name, we are 
claiming the authority of Jesus in our prayer. We are told over and over again in 
scripture that praying in Jesus’ name, that claiming His authority is our privilege as 
children of God. 
 
One example is found in Matthew 18:19-20 when Jesus says, “Truly I tell you that if 
two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by 
my Father in heaven. For where two or three gathered in my name, there am I 
with them.” 
 
Another example is found in John 16:24, “Until now you have not asked for 
anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.” 
 



Jesus helps us to better understand what praying or acting in Jesus name means 
earlier in John’s gospel in John 15 when He says in verses 5-8: 

 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, 
you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you do 
not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and 
withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  
If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you 
bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” 
 

The New King James version translates the word remain as abide. It is only through 
abiding, through living in Christ that I can be confident that I am praying and acting 
in Jesus’ name. And, as I abide more fully in Christ, His will becomes my will. His 
desires become my desires. His prayers become my prayers. Therefore, my prayers 
fall into alignment more fully with the will of God, and heaven responds in 
powerful ways. 
 
Pastor and author Daniel Darling expands on this idea even further talking about 
the portion of the Lord’s prayer found in Matthew 6:10: “Your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” He says: 
 

“As much as this is a prayer for the world, it’s also a prayer for myself. For to 
pray, ‘Your will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven,’ is to say, ‘Lord, do your 
will in me.’”  

 
Essentially this is a risky prayer for us personally. It is saying to the Lord: I have my 
will. You have your will. Sometimes those two line up; but when they don’t, 
overrule my will. 
 
There are three things this prayer implies: Submission, Study, and Satisfaction. 
 
First, to pray this prayer and really mean it, means we are willing to submit our 
wills to His will. It is acknowledging that the One who best knows how to run my 
life is God. And this is a prayer that we must pray, not one time, while walking an 
aisle, but daily because we have hearts prone to wander. This prayer becomes a 
pledge of obedience to God’s will. 



Which brings us to the second aspect of this as a personal prayer. In order to 
submit to God’s will, we must study to know God’s will. How can we do God’s will 
if we are ignorant of what he asks of us? If we are to pray this prayer, that means 
we are committing not only to obeying it but knowing God’s will so we can obey it. 
 
As we walk with God, He works on our hearts, our affections, our desires. We 
begin to think like He thinks and love what He loves and hate what he hates. 
 
Lastly, there is a trust aspect of surrendering to God’s will. It is the satisfaction of 
knowing that God’s will is best. Despite our doubts concerning God’s will, in the 
end, we can trust Him. We were made to do His will. To trust God’s will, to rest in 
him, is to accept his sanctifying hand, to let him mold you and make you, to 
respond to the needs of the world and be part of bringing Heaven to earth. 
 
And here is what we have to understand. This is where we find our deepest joy. To 
follow God often means deep pain and sacrifice. But it also means intimacy, 
dependence on your Father for provision and protection. It means that in your life 
and in the life of the Church, you are showing a glimpse of the world to come, of 
another king and another kingdom. 
 
And that brings us to the final promise we are going to look at today: 
 
Promise #4: When we pray to God, we join with him in governing the universe as 
ambassadors of Christ. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:20 
We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to 
God. 

 

We use these words all the time in church: We are Christ’s ambassadors. But have 
you ever paused to truly think about what it means to be an ambassador? If you 
look up the definition of the word ambassador, you will find that ambassador is a 
noun that means - an accredited diplomat sent by a country as its official 
representative to a foreign country. 
 



And we are Christ’s ambassadors. In other words, as I have said elsewhere in this 
message, as a Christian, I am given the authority of Christ to act in this world in His 
name. And like foreign ambassadors must know the will and position of their 
sending country, as Christ’s ambassador I must know His will and position as I act 
and pray in His name. Just as an ambassador of a country must study and become 
intimately familiar with the laws and values of their country, I, as an ambassador 
of Christ must become intimately familiar with His law and what He values.  
 
Just as an ambassador of a country must act in a way they know to be in 
accordance with the will of the authorities of their country, I as an ambassador of 
Christ must act in a way in this world that I know is in accordance with Christ’s will.  
I must act in His name. The only way to do this is through the study of His word 
and through prayer. 
 
Many of you are familiar with the story of the prophet Elijah. I want to take a 
moment now to read one of the most exciting and powerful portions of that story 
because it so powerfully illustrates what I have been describing above. As you 
listen to this story, think about the power of prayer and the reality of being an 
ambassador of Jesus Christ. 
 
Remember that we are told in James 5:17 that, “Elijah was a human being even as 
we are.” Elijah was a normal human being. He was not special, and yet, God made 
him a powerful vessel through which God would glorify Himself. Just listen to the 
story of Elijah and the prophets of Baal, and how powerful Elijah’s prayers were: 
 

1 Kings 18:16-39 
16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him, and Ahab went to meet 
Elijah. 17 When he saw Elijah, he said to him, “Is that you, you troubler 
of Israel?” 18 “I have not made trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “But 
you and your father’s family have. You have abandoned the Lord’s 
commands and have followed the Baals. 19 Now summon the people 
from all over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And bring the four 
hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of 
Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.” 
 

20 So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the prophets 
on Mount Carmel. 21 Elijah went before the people and said, “How long 



will you waver between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; 
but if Baal is God, follow him.” But the people said nothing. 22 Then 
Elijah said to them, “I am the only one of the Lord’s prophets left, but 
Baal has four hundred and fifty prophets. 23 Get two bulls for us. Let 
Baal’s prophets choose one for themselves, and let them cut it into 
pieces and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. I will prepare the 
other bull and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. 24 Then you call 
on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of the Lord. The 
god who answers by fire—he is God.” Then all the people said, “What 
you say is good.” 
 

25 Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one of the bulls and 
prepare it first, since there are so many of you. Call on the name of 
your god, but do not light the fire.” 26 So they took the bull given them 
and prepared it. Then they called on the name of Baal from morning till 
noon. “Baal, answer us!” they shouted. But there was no response; no 
one answered. And they danced around the altar they had made. 
27 At noon Elijah began to taunt them. “Shout louder!” he said. “Surely 
he is a god! Perhaps he is deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe 
he is sleeping and must be awakened.” 28 So they shouted louder and 
slashed themselves with swords and spears, as was their custom, until 
their blood flowed. 29 Midday passed, and they continued their frantic 
prophesying until the time for the evening sacrifice. But there was no 
response, no one answered, no one paid attention. 
 

30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” They came to 
him, and he repaired the altar of the Lord, which had been torn down. 
31 Elijah took twelve stones, one for each of the tribes descended from 
Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord had come, saying, “Your name 
shall be Israel.” 32 With the stones he built an altar in the name of the 
Lord, and he dug a trench around it large enough to hold two seahs of 
seed. 33 He arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces and laid it on the 
wood. Then he said to them, “Fill four large jars with water and pour it 
on the offering and on the wood.” 
34 “Do it again,” he said, and they did it again. 
“Do it a third time,” he ordered, and they did it the third time. 35 The 
water ran down around the altar and even filled the trench. 



36 At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and 
prayed: “Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known 
today that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have 
done all these things at your command. 37 Answer me, Lord, answer me, 
so these people will know that you, Lord, are God, and that you are 
turning their hearts back again.” 
 

38 Then the fire of the Lord fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, 
the stones and the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench. 
39 When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, “The 
Lord—he is God! The Lord—he is God!” 

 
Elijah knew that he was just an ordinary person. And he also knew that he served 
an extraordinary God. He knew his position as an ambassador of God, and he knew 
that to mean that he could speak with God’s authority so long as what he spoke 
and how he acted was in accordance with the will of God. 
 
The result is a profound miracle and a nation moved to repentance. 
 
One ordinary man stepped into his role as ambassador, prayed prayers in the 
Lord’s name that were powerful and effective, not because of who he was, but 
because of Who he served. 
 
Reading this story causes me to ask myself several tough questions: 

1. Do I truly desire God to be glorified in me, in my family, in my church, in my 
community, in my region, in my country, and in my world? 

2. Do I truly desire to see revival among the people in my family, my church, my 
community, my region, my country and my world? 

3. Do I truly desire to be God’s ambassador in bringing that to reality? 
4. If I said ‘yes’ to those questions, do I trust that God can make it happen? 
5. Do I believe that God wants to use me? 
6. Does my prayer life reflect my answers to all of the above questions? 

 
Here is the deal: 

1. God does desire to be glorified in all of His creation, and we know from the 
testimony of scripture that this will indeed come to pass. 



2. God does desire revival, and He desires that revival to start among His people and 
flow to the ends of the earth. 

3. God calls us Christ’s ambassadors. It is our responsibility to live in light of that 
calling. 

4. God can make it all happen. 
5. God wants to use me and you. 

 
So, now, instead of just talking about praying, let us take some time right now to 
do exactly that. Because of the importance of prayer, the power of prayer, and our 
clear scriptural call to be a people of prayer, I am going to end this time by leading 
us through an extended, guided prayer. If you are joining us online, (or through the 
physical paper copy of the sermon delivered on Wednesday’s), please stay with us. 
Join your prayers with ours here in this room. Let us pray collectively in Jesus’ 
name! 
 
I will put a prayer prompt on the screen to get you started, there will be some 
blanks on the screen. Fill in those blanks as you are led. Or do not follow the 
prompts and simply pray as the Spirit leads you. Your prayers are powerful and 
effective. Lift them up to God. 
 
Feel free to take whatever posture you desire, pray on your feet, on your knees or 
on your face, pray in your heart, or pray out loud, pray quietly or pray loudly.  
Wherever you are, I am inviting you to pray. 
 
I will start with a short opening prayer, and then I will introduce the first prompt.  
Every couple of minutes I will move on to a new prompt. At the end of our time, I 
will offer a closing prayer. 
 
Prayer Time 
Prompt #1 
God hears and respond to our prayers: God, thank you for hearing our prayers 
about…. God thank you for answering our prayers when…. 
 

Prompt #2 
God be glorified: God be glorified in…. God glorify yourself through…. 
 
 



Prompt #3 
God bring revival: God bring revival in…. God help me to share your love with…. 
 

Prompt #4 
God use me: God help me to represent you well when…. God make me your 
ambassador at…. 
 

Prompt #5 
It has been a week! I am the only pastor that does not currently have Covid. I do 
not know how it happened in the midst of all of us being incredibly diligent about 
social distancing and wearing masks; but nonetheless, it happened. It is a blow to 
morale, and it makes ministry so much more difficult. Not to mention, it is scary. 
Would you take time now to pray for our church? Pray for our staff and 
community members who are sick. Pray for our volunteers who are filling in the 
gaps. Pray that God is glorified as we serve Him in our weakness and weariness. 
 

Closing Prayer 
God, we thank you that you hear our prayers. We thank you that you 
respond to our prayers, so we pray: For your healing on all those in our 
community, on our staff, and our church, and our families that are sick right 
now…. Bring your healing hand. We pray for you to do a mighty work in this 
church. I thank you so much for those who stepped up and filled gaps where 
there are so many gaps. And Lord, I thank you that you are glorified most 
when we serve you in our weakness, because it is in our weakness that your 
strength is on display. So, Lord, display your strength in our weakness. We 
love you and we are beyond grateful for your provision, your love, and that 
you invite us to speak in power. We ask you to hear our prayer in Jesus’ 
name! 
 

Prayer of Blessing – Let me pray a blessing over you.  
God, send these brothers and sisters of mine out into the world knowing 
they have the name of Jesus. Knowing that they can pray powerful and 
effective prayers -IN- -HIS- -NAME- because they are your kids. Send them 
out with that power, Lord. I pray in the precious name of Jesus, amen!  
 

God bless you all, have a wonderful week! 


