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Good morning! It is good to have you with us whether you are here in person or 
joining us online. Our service will begin in a few minutes. As you are getting 
settled, I do want to let you know that toward the end of the service, we will be 
taking communion together. So, if you are here, there is a table in the lobby where 
you can pick up one of these communion packets. If you are at home, we 
encourage you to have a cracker/piece of bread, and something to drink so that 
you can take communion with us this morning. 
 
As I mentioned last Sunday, one of the ways that we seek to unleash God’s mercy 
and hope in the life of members of this church family and people in this 
community is through our Community Care ministry. All of you have been 
incredibly generous over this last year and we have had a lot of gifts that have built 
up the balance in our Community Care ministry fund. If you know someone, or if 
you are someone who could use some extra encouragement, some help, meeting 
some practical, tangible needs in your life, we would love to bless you, encourage 
you, and unleash God’s mercy and hope through that Community Care ministry. 
Or, if you know people who live in this community (Isanti County is our boundary 
for the ways which we use these funds. You have to live in Isanti County.), we 
would love to encourage, bless, and meet needs in people’s lives. Remember that 
Community Care fund and ministry is a great resource for people.   
 
Easter is coming soon and this week it actually feels like it! We are warming up. 
Welcome to spring in the great white north. I am sure that we will have lots more 
snow to come, but it is feeling more and more like spring. We are excited about 
that. Easter Sunday – 8:30am Traditional Easter worship service in this room live 
and online; 9:45am and 11am Contemporary Easter worship services in the 
Multipurpose room live and online. We are having three services so that we can 



have as much room as possible for everyone who would like to come and worship 
in person. We will use the opposite room as an overflow space when the main 
worship center is full. We would love to have you come and join us on Easter. 
 
As a reminder, our Easter Flower Garden is available to you right now if you would 
like to order flowers in honor of someone in your life, or in memory of someone in 
your life. You can pick up an order form on the windowsill right outside the main 
offices. If you are worshiping online, you can find the order form under the Events 
tab on our website. This is a great way to fill the stage here and in the 
Multipurpose room with beautiful flowers as we celebrate the risen Lord. 
 
A reminder that in this season, we are continuing to not pass the offering plate. If 
you brought a gift with you for the Lord, you can place it in the boxes that are 
here. If you are worshiping online, you can continue to give through our website 
through the Give tab. Or you can mail gifts in to the church. Thank you for being a 
part of what God is doing in this church and around the world through our 
missionaries as you give and support them. 
 
If you are a guest with us this morning, we are so glad that you are worshiping 
with us. We want to make sure that you feel part of the family. So, this morning if 
you are here in person, we would love to connect with you in person. If you are 
worshiping online, we would invite you to go to our website and find an online 
connection card located on the homepage. Please fill out as much information as 
you feel comfortable doing and then submit that to us so that we can welcome 
you, answer questions that you might have, and get some good things into your 
hands as well.  
 
If you are newer to First Baptist, maybe you have been worshiping online for 
several months and you have not actually been in here, we would love to see you 
at some point in time. We have a special class that is for both newer people to 
First Baptist, and for those who would like to learn more about the church, or 
potentially become a member of First Baptist. It is our Fresh Starts class and the 
next time it will be offered is on Tuesday, MAR 23. It will be done via Zoom. If you 
would like an invitation and link to that class, please contact the main office or 
Pastor Scott. We will make sure you get invited. It is a step in our membership 
process, but you do not have to become a member just because you go through 



that class. It is a great way to learn more about who we are as a church, what we 
believe, why we do what we do, and how God might want to use you in our church 
family and in this community for His honor and glory. 
 
Will you join me in prayer as we begin our time of worship together? 
 

Lord Jesus, we are delighted to gather in your house. Heavenly Father, we 
are here to worship you and glorify you. Holy Spirit, we thank you that you 
are present in this place and in every room where people are worshiping 
with us right now. We pray that you would strengthen us, that you would 
build us from the inside out so that we reflect your love and your glory, your 
priorities, and your nature to the world around us. And we pray that you 
would use these gifts of worship and praise now to make your Kingdom 
bigger, Lord. We want to see more people invited and welcomed into your 
eternal family. We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
I want to begin by addressing a very controversial issue that I did not anticipate 
having to address, but Dan mentioned dancing. I just want to make it very clear – 
hold on, do not clap yet because you might be upset with me – I want to make it 
very clear that only toe tapping, and swaying are allowed in services at First Baptist 
Church. I am kidding! If you want to dance for the Lord here or at home, you dance 
for the Lord. David once danced for the Lord and he was dancing so wildly that his 
wife said, “You shouldn’t be doing that.” And he said, “Listen, I will get more 
undignified than this for the glory of my God.” So, if you want to dance, go ahead 
and dance. Even if you are Baptist, you are allowed to dance for the Lord. (Now 
you are really upset with me that I said that.) 
 
This morning we are going to look at the promise from Jesus that his disciples 
would receive power when the Holy Spirit came upon them. We have been singing 
about the Holy Spirit and reflecting on the incredible gift of the Holy Spirit, now we 
are going to turn to the Word and learn a little bit about the Holy Spirit and this 
amazing gift that God has given to us. 
 
Will you join me in prayer? 
 

Holy Spirit, we thank you that you are in this place and in every home where 
our brothers and sisters are gathered to worship with us. We thank you that 



you fill our hearts and our lives. We are here to worship you. We are here to 
receive from you all that you want to give to us. We want to receive every 
gift, every fruit, all the power, all the love, all the comfort, all the joy, all the 
support, all the courage – there is so much that you offer to us, Holy Spirit.  
 

We thank you that the greatest gift you have given to us is yourself. You 
come to live in us. So, we pray that as we turn to the Word of God, that you, 
Holy Spirit, would take this word and implant it deep in our hearts and 
minds, that there would be fruit that would come from our study of the 
Word of God together, and that you would transform us from the inside out 
so that we reflect your beauty, your power, your love, and your character to 
the world around us.  
 

We thank you Father, we thank you Son, we thank you Holy Spirit for loving 
us and choosing us to be your children, and learning how each day to live 
with You, and for You, and through You. We pray this in your name. Amen. 

 
Our oldest son, Tyler, is about to turn 16. As you can imagine, this last year in the 
life of our family has been full of adventures on the road. I do not know if any of 
you can remember back to when you were in driver’s training. I just want to say 
that if you have been driving and saw one of our cars in town over that past 10-11 
months and it has been driven a little erratically, it might be because we have a 
student driver in the household. Or it might be because you see my wife, Mandy, 
driving. It is never me! No, actually, if you saw erratic driving, it is probably most 
likely me. 
 
Put yourself in Tyler’s shoes while I paint a little scenario for you. Let us imagine 
you are 15 going on 16 and your grandparents have told you that they are willing 
to purchase for you a brand new 2021 Cadillac Escalade. Totally your gift on one 
condition. You had to learn how to drive it AND do your driver’s exam in this 
vehicle in order to receive this amazing gift from your grandparents. I am thinking 
that you would probably be willing to do that. Right? So, you are in your driver’s 
exam and doing very well, but you come to the point of the test where you are 
required to parallel park this 3-ton beast. I mean, this is not a little car just big 
enough for one person. This is a monster! Three tons! 
 



Now, how many of you remember a time before power steering? Yeah, quite a few 
of you remember that. A 3-ton vehicle for a 16-year-old who is trying to pass their 
driver’s exam and parallel park this in a rather small space would be terrifying if 
you did not have power steering. Correct? Yet, nowadays because we do have 
power steering, when you turn that wheel a system much stronger, much larger 
than you goes into effect and my son expertly backs that car in – or you as a 16-
year-old. You back that car in perfectly. You get every single point you deserve for 
that flawless parallel parking job. The reality is this: the power steering is acting on 
your behalf as you take action. 
 
This is an imperfect analogy just like so many of these are, but that is a little bit like 
the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit comes to dwell inside us and empower us to live for 
God and be a witness for Jesus Christ, and all it takes on our part is the willingness 
to yield to the Holy Spirit, put a little faith in action, take a step forward, and the 
Holy Spirit does things that are far beyond anything that you or I could do on our 
own. The Holy Spirit acts with us. The Holy Spirit acts on our behalf. The Holy Spirit 
is an incredible gift to you and to me. We must know and rely upon the Holy Spirit 
in our lives.  
 
If we are going to live for Jesus Christ in the ways that God desires us to, we need 
help! Any of us, who for any length of time have tried to do this on our own, have 
failed miserably. And when we are walking in obedience to the Spirit, when we are 
walking in dependence on the Spirit, when we are facing each day saying, “Jesus, I 
need a little help. Holy Spirit, thank you that you live inside me. I need you today.” 
you will find that living for the Lord becomes so much easier. So much more 
natural. He transforms us from the inside out so that our thoughts, our reactions, 
our character begins to naturally reflect the goodness of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  
 
I am going to invite you to open your Bibles to Acts 1:6-8 where Jesus makes this 
incredible promise. Then we are going to look at a bunch of other passages that 
unpack what this promise means for your life and for mine. 
 

Acts 1:6-9 
Then they (the disciples) gathered around him (Jesus) and asked him, 
“Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He 
said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father 



has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 After he 
said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him 
from their sight. 

 
The unshakable promise this morning that gives us unshakable hope in our God is 
that you will receive power. We, as the collective body of Christ, will receive 
power. God has given us his very presence, and with the presence of God comes 
great power! What an amazing promise for you and for me this morning. 
 
Let us unpack this further and look at some of the other verses. Let me just give 
you a little heads up that in the months of April and May, we are going to spend a 
lot of time digging deeper into all of the truths that we are going to unpack very 
briefly this morning about this incredible gift that God has given us himself that 
the Holy Spirit dwells inside of us individually and corporately, and that God is 
going to do great things in us and through us as we walk with the Spirit. He has 
given us spiritual gifts. He is upholding the fruits of the Spirit in our lives. This is a 
little primer to help you get excited about what is coming up in April and May as 
we go deeper into this study of the Holy Spirit. 
 
First, we need to recognize that the Holy Spirit was given to believers at the Feast 
of Pentecost. This is 50 days after the Passover. Pentecost was also known as the 
Feast of Harvest. These were one of three feasts where all Jewish men were 
required to attend in Jerusalem. It was an expectation of them. Now, they did not 
always have the means or the ability to make it to Jerusalem, but that was the 
expectation that comes from Exodus 23. Let us be reminded of these commands 
that God has given to His people, Israel. 
 

Exodus 23:14-16 
Three times a year you are to celebrate a festival to me. 15 “Celebrate 
the Festival of Unleavened Bread; for seven days eat bread made 
without years, as I commanded you. Do this at the appointed time in 
the month of Aviv, for in that month you came out of Egypt. No one is 
to appear before me empty-handed. 16 Celebrate the Festival of Harvest 
with the firstfruits of the crops you sow in your field. Celebrate the 



Festival of Ingathering at the end of the year, when you gather in your 
crops from the field.” 

 

This is the scene that is happening in Jerusalem when the Holy Spirit comes on the 
disciples. That is why we read this in Acts: 
 

Acts 2:5 
Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every 
nation under heaven. 

 
So, you had Jewish believers in the one true God. And in addition to that, you had 
God-fearing people (Gentiles) who had placed their faith in the one true living God 
all descending on Jerusalem at this time to celebrate this festival. The size of the 
city would swell four, five, sometimes as many as ten-fold its normal population 
and it was buzzing and bursting at the seams! This the moment that the Father 
and the Son choose to send the Holy Spirit to live inside of the believers.  
 
Now Jesus’ followers had followed his instructions. After He ascended into 
Heaven, they went to Jerusalem and they waited, and they prayed. They waited 
and prayed. And then they waited some more and prayed some more. Eventually, 
the Father and the Son sent the Holy Spirit to this group of very common, ordinary 
people. These were not well-educated men and women. They were not men and 
women with great power and prestige, and positions of authority in society. They 
were very ordinary people, who had discipled themselves to Jesus Christ during his 
earthly ministry, and then had chosen to believe and obey Him and go and wait for 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
We see from Acts 4:13 when Peter and John are arrested and brought before the 
religious leaders, they give a defense of why they are professing the name of Jesus 
and declaring his Gospel to the people in Jerusalem. After they leave, it is the 
religious leaders who say they are surprised because these were unschooled, 
ordinary men. 
 
God sent the Holy Spirit to live in these believers because these believers had been 
given this promise by Jesus that they would receive the Holy Spirit, and they would 
receive power when the Holy Spirit came. 
 



Now flip over to Acts 2:1-4 where we read this: 
 

Acts 2:1-4 
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 
 

Let me pause for a second. Hear this with all the senses that God has blessed you 
with. Hear the sound. See the sight. Smell what it must have smelled like in that 
room. Put yourself in this place of where this is happening.  

 

2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven 
and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 
3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came 
to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

 
The Holy Spirit comes in power! Comes in a miraculous way! Comes in a way that 
no one in that room could deny that God had acted in a very special, real, 
powerful, tangible way. And they respond to the gift of the Holy Spirit in all kinds 
of amazing ways. 
 
The reality is this. For so many believers, in our day in age anyway, we tend to 
adore and worship our Heavenly Father. We tend to adore and worship Jesus 
Christ. And we tend to ignore the Holy Spirit. That is just the reality for a lot of us. 
We might pay some lip service to the Holy Spirit, but in terms of the work that the 
Holy Spirit wants to do in our lives and through our lives day after day, often times 
we ignore the Holy Spirit. 
 
There are dozens of books that have been written over the past 20 years, and 
hundreds of books that have been written over the past 100, 200, 500 years about 
the neglect of the Holy Spirit on behalf of believers in Jesus Christ. Now people 
cannot write that many books and sell that many books unless there is truth in 
what they are pointing out. One of the books I have read not too long ago was 
Francis Chan’s book, “The Forgotten God.” I am in the middle of reading another 
book on the Holy Spirit called, “Jesus Continued” about why the Spirit living inside 
you is better than Jesus walking beside you. There are all kinds of books.  
 



We need to be aware of and constantly depending upon and crying out to the Holy 
Spirit. We need the Holy Spirit in our lives! We cannot live for Jesus apart from the 
work of the Holy Spirit. 
 
In Galatians Paul says this: 
 

Galatians 3:2-3 
I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit 
by the works of the law, or by believing what you heard? Are you so 
foolish? After beginning by means of the Spirit, are you now trying to 
finish by means of the flesh? 

 
In other words, you placed your faith in Jesus and God came to dwell inside of you. 
God is living in you to help you live for God. You cannot do this on your own. If you 
neglect the Holy Spirit, you are sunk! You cannot effectively live for Jesus Christ on 
your own. It is only going to happen by means of the works of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Jesus spoke more about the Holy Spirit (think of this, listen to this) than about the 
church, about marriage, about money, or about the future. Jesus said some really 
important things about each of those other topics, and yet if you read through the 
Gospels, you will see more teaching on and more references to the coming Holy 
Spirit and what the Spirit would do than you will find on all of those other things. 
 
After Jesus’ ascension, the Holy Spirit is the active member of the trinity who is 
here working on earth inside the lives of believers, inside the Church. (You can look 
at that in Joel 2, Acts 2, and so many other passages in the book of Acts.) In fact, 
we know the book of Acts as the acts of the apostles. I believe a better title for this 
book that Luke wrote, this second part to the story that he was telling about Jesus 
and his work and the Holy Spirit, is “Acts of the Spirit” because often times the 
disciples, the apostles, were on the wrong track and they had to catch up to the 
Holy Spirit. They were surprised by what the Holy Spirit was doing.  
 
Now God, through his Spirit, did some amazing things through the apostles. The 
apostles did great acts for God’s glory in sharing his Good News, planting churches, 
healing people, performing miracles. Yet I believe it is the Holy Spirit who is the 
star of the book of Acts because He is working so powerfully through His people. 
 



Let us think about the Holy Spirit in the way that the Spirit wants to work in our 
lives today because sometimes I think we read what happens in the book of Acts, 
and we read what happens in some of these epistles and we think, “Well, that kind 
of work of the Spirit is not for me today.” Or “That kind of work of the Spirit was 
meant for a different people, a different time, a different place.” Or “I am just not 
holy enough.” Whatever the case might be, the Holy Spirit wants to work in you 
and through you in a powerful way. 
 
The Holy Spirit causes our Christian lives to flourish for God’s honor and glory. 
 

1. The Holy Spirit Gives Us Power and Prays for Us 
He gives us power not only to be witnesses for Jesus Christ in this world 
(which Jesus clearly proclaims in the Acts 1 passage), but he also gives us 
power to live for the Lord as well. In Romans, Paul says this: 
 

Romans 8:26-27 
In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.  

 
How many of us have a weakness or two in our lives? We all do! We are 
human beings. This side of Heaven, there will be weaknesses in your life. And 
what I have found in my life is that when God helps to shore up one of those 
weaknesses, He produces the character of Christ in me in that area of my life. 
Number one, I am still susceptible to temptation and sin in that area of my 
life. And even though I might be more victorious over that area by God’s 
grace and his power and work in my life, guess what I discovered? I have 
other weaknesses that I actually did not know about because I was so 
focused on these one or two areas that were glaring weaknesses, that as God 
built me up and as I experienced more victory and freedom over those, all of 
a sudden I realized “Oh no! I am actually a really selfish person too. I was not 
aware of that because I was so focused on these other issues. Lord, help me. 
Draw me unto yourself. Do your work in me again. Holy Spirit, transform me 
from the inside out.” 
 

Romans 8:26-27 (continued) 
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself 
intercedes for us through wordless groans. And he who searches 
our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God. 



So, the Spirit gives us power and the Spirit prays for us. 
 

2. The Holy Spirit Bears Fruit in our Lives 
Fruit of godliness. He wants to reflect Jesus to the world around us. We 
cannot do that apart from the Holy Spirit. 
 

Galatians 5:22-25 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-
control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong 
to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the 
Spirit. 

 
I will not ask for a show of hands, but I am guessing that most of us could 
grow at least a little bit in love. Most of us could grow at least a little bit in 
patience, in kindness, in gentleness. I know that I could definitely grow in the 
area of self-control. God wants to bear this fruit in our lives, but that is only 
possible through the Spirit working in us as we yield ourselves to him, as we 
seek to live by the Spirit, and keep in step with the Spirit. 
 

3. The Holy Spirit Creates Unity Within Us 
The Holy Spirit creates unity within us and unity in the Church. Brothers and 
sisters, I do not know that in my lifetime anyway, when the church of Jesus 
Christ has been more divided than it is right now. Maybe you would have a 
different assessment of things. But at least the Church in this country, I 
believe, has not experienced greater division than we are currently 
experiencing right now. Here is what I would say. All of us need to examine 
our hearts, our minds, our lives, and allow the Holy Spirit of God to examine 
us and reveal to us anything within us that has feed into the division that we 
are currently experiencing.  
 
For a first step, if we are to experience the unity that God desires of us, we 
need to humble ourselves before God and be open to and admitting, 
confessing, and repenting of anything in us that has fed into any kind of 
division with any other believers in your life. You need to come before God 
and say, “God, I am so sorry for thinking those things, for saying those things, 



for acting in those ways.” And then if you have harmed a brother or sister in 
Christ, to have the courage, the strength, the humility to go to that brother 
or sister and say, “Here is what I thought, what I have said, what I have done, 
and I am sorry if I hurt you.”  
 
Again, Jesus said, “The world will know that Jesus is the Messiah sent by the 
Father because of the unity of my believers, my disciples.” The unity of you 
and I will declare to the world that Jesus is the King, the Lord, the Messiah, 
the Savior of all people. The only way we are going to experience that is if we 
yield to the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives individually and corporately. It is 
the Spirit that gives us unity. 
 

Ephesians 4:3-6 
Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond 
of peace.  

 

Unity is a gift from the Spirit of God, and we are a critical part of experiencing 
that gift and having that gift be a reality among us. We need to make every 
effort to keep that gift that the Spirit has given us.  
 

Ephesians 4:3-6 (continued) 
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one 
hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one 
God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

 
4. The Holy Spirit Energizes the Church and Gives Us Hope 

We see this in the book of Acts 2 and all through the book of Acts and the 
epistles that the Spirit is energizing the Church and giving the Church hope. 
 

Romans 15:13 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in 
him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

 
In this season of life and ministry of the church family as we continue to 
pursue God, as we continue to live out our Mission of helping people know, 
love, and become like Jesus, as we continue to seek to be family, grow in 
Christ-likeness, reach out to love, serve, and care for others, one of the 



things that we are sensing God wants to do right now is to be united. To 
enjoy and unleash God’s mercy and hope. And right here there is a promise 
that God will help us to overflow with hope.  
 
Does our world need hope right now? Yes! What if the Church was the place 
that was overflowing with hope? What if your life and my life corporately 
was so bursting at the seams, so overflowing with hope that hundreds and 
thousands of people in our area were drawn to Jesus Christ because of our 
surrender to the Holy Spirit, our willingness to let God do this in us and 
through us? 
 

5. The Holy Spirit Leads Us Into All Truth 
There is an assault on truth right now in our culture, is there not? Huge! I 
mean, it has been going on for a while. This is not new. And yet, the form it is 
taking now is so much more in our faces; much blunter and more obvious. It 
is the Spirit of God that will lead us to the truth. The truth is what we need. 
The truth is what we should believe and live by. In John 16:13-14 Jesus said 
this about the Spirit: 
 

John 16:13-14 
But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all 
the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he 
hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will glorify me 
because it is from me that he will receive what he will make 
known to you. 

 
Again, you cannot know Jesus and worship Jesus and love Jesus in the way 
that you want to apart from the Holy Spirit at work in your life. 
 

6. The Holy Spirit Produces Holiness in the Church 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:7-8 
For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life.  

 
This is not just a call on you as an individual follower of Jesus Christ, but on 
us, the Church, to live a holy life and not to be impure. 
 
 



1 Thessalonians 4:7-8 (continued) 
Therefore, anyone who rejects this instruction does not reject a 
human being but God, the very God who gives you his Holy Spirit. 

 
God wants to produce in us holiness; not so that people would look at us and 
be amazed, but for his honor and glory. So that people would look at us and 
say, “There is something different about her/him. What makes them so 
different?” And we would be able to declare, “It is Jesus Christ. He has 
changed me from the inside out. And the Spirit of the Living God lives inside 
of me and is daily helping me be more loving, kind, patient, and generous. It 
is the Spirit of God that gives me the courage and power that I need to bear 
witness to Jesus Christ in this world.” 
 
This is just an introduction. We are going to get into it a whole lot more later. 
How can we take this Word and how can we take these passages, this truth, 
this promise, and apply it to our life? Well, great questions to ask you are 
these: 
 

• Are you settling for two-thirds of our Awesome, Holy, Almighty God? 

• Are you neglecting the Holy Spirit? 
 

I want to be very careful to say that I am confident all of you in times 
of thought and prayer do think about or pray to the Holy Spirit, but… 
 

• Do you live with a daily awareness of the Spirit’s presence in your life 
and the Spirit’s desire to love you, to encourage you, to help you 
stand up against temptation that comes?  

• The Spirit’s desire to work through you in the lives of other people 
bearing God’s love (in word and action), and giving witness to the 
greatness of our God? 

• Are you aware of the Holy Spirit’s presence? 

• Are you leaning on the Holy Spirit? 

• Do you have an ongoing conversation with the Holy Spirit? 

• Are you familiar with God the Father and God the Son, but unfamiliar 
with or uninformed about God the Holy Spirit? 
Why be content with relating only to the Father and the Son when it 
is the Holy Spirit that has come to live inside of you.  



• How much of the Spirit’s ministry, how much of His power, how 
much of His presence are you aware of and living out of each and 
every day? 

 
The second thing to think about is that Jesus promises the power of the Holy Spirit 
to all who believe in Him. You do not have to have a certain standing in this 
community or in this church. You do not have to have all of the right answers. In 
fact, the disciples show us very clearly that they were still very much people in 
process. You do not have to have perfect theology. You do not have to give gobs of 
money to the church. You do not have to do any of that! God gives everyone who 
believes in Jesus Christ the gift of the Holy Spirit. If you have cried out to Jesus, if 
you have placed your faith in Him, if you have asked Him to be Lord and Savior of 
your life, if you have repented of your sin, you have the Holy Spirit living inside you 
right now. Right now.  
 
And if you have not yet done those things, if you have not yet placed your faith in 
Jesus Christ and cried out to Him for forgiveness of sin and salvation, may today be 
the day that you do that! God has given us two incredible gifts! 
 

A. He has given us his very son, Jesus, who became one of us and lived showing 
us and teaching us how to live for the glory of the Father. How to live in the 
Kingdom of God. How to love and care for others. How to serve the one true 
God and Him alone. Jesus gave himself for us, and then He went to the cross. 
He bled and He died so that our sins could be atoned for so that we could be 
brought back into a right relationship with God. We can live with God forever 
and ever and ever and ever. That is the first and greatest gift God has given 
us – He has given us Himself in the person of Jesus Christ. 
 

B. He has given us Himself in the person of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
comes to live in you and me the moment that we place our faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
 

Look at the early disciples. Do not accuse them of overqualification. There was not 
a theologian, a rabbi, a scribe, or priest among them. Most of them were low 
classed and blue collared. Yet God chose these individuals as the recipients of the 
great gift of the Holy Spirit. And God changed the world through them as they 
yielded to the Holy Spirit. 



The final thought for this morning: 
 

7. The Holy Spirit Brings Transformation as He has His Way in our Lives 
Some of us genuinely want to live for Jesus more effectively, more truly, 
more passionately each and every day. And the Holy Spirit can help you do 
that. The Holy Spirit can help you walk in obedience to the Word of God and 
to the Son of God. The Holy Spirit has the power to transform our hearts, 
minds, and lives if we surrender to Him and let Him do the work. When we 
allow the Holy Spirit to work within us, we begin to think like God thinks. We 
begin to love like God loves. We begin to see like God sees. We minister in 
power, we pray in power, we walk in power when we give ourselves to the 
Spirit of God. 
 

So, what is it that keeps you from wholly relying on the Holy Spirit? Is there an 
area of sin in your life that you need to repent of? That you need to confess and 
bring before God and allow Him to remove that obstacle so that you can wholly 
depend upon the Holy Spirit. Is there a grudge that you need to release? Is there a 
promise that you have made that you need to keep? Avail yourself now to the 
power of the Holy Spirit and God will help you do those things and walk in 
obedience to Him. 
 
As I have said, the reality that this morning is just an introduction, if you will, to the 
person and work of the Holy Spirit. And from April 11 – May 30, we are going to 
focus intensely on the person and work of the Holy Spirit. What God wants to do in 
you, and in me, and through us as we learn to walk by the Spirit each and every 
day. But this morning I want to tell you, I want to reiterate for you the promise 
that Jesus made that when we receive the Holy Spirit, we receive power from on 
High. Let us walk in the Spirit and walk in that power each day. 
 
Let us pray together. 
 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for this incredible promise. Jesus, we thank 
you that you are the one with your Father that sends the Holy Spirit to live 
among us. We thank you, Jesus, that through your life, and death, and 
resurrection we can even receive the Holy Spirit. Without that forgiveness, 
reconciliation, and redemption we would not be able to have the Holy Spirit 



come and live in us. And yet you have forgiven us, redeemed us, and made it 
possible for us to receive the Holy Spirit.  
 

We thank you, Spirit, that you come to live in us. We pray that you would 
continue the good work that you began in us when we placed our faith in 
Jesus Christ, that you would transform us from the inside out so that we can 
more beautifully and accurately reflect the nature, the character, and the 
love of our Savior. We want to give that love right back to you, God. And we 
want to share your love liberally with all of the people around us. We want to 
live holy, obedient lives and we know that none of that can happen apart 
from your work in us, Holy Spirit, so we yield to you now.  
 

We pray that as we come to the Lord’s Table together and take these 
elements that Jesus and the Holy Spirit would help us to reflect these two 
incredible gifts that you have given to us. You have given us your very self 
and we are so thankful for that. We pray all these things in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 

At this time, I invite you if you are here in person to carefully open the top seal to 
reveal the wafer. If you do accidentally tear the whole seal off and reveal the juice, 
sometimes it is easiest to set the juice down carefully and then separate the top 
seal from the bottom seal to reveal the wafer. If you are at home and do not 
already have a piece of bread and a glass of something to drink, you can get that 
now. 
 
As I already mentioned in the message, one of the great immeasurable gifts that 
God has given us was when God the Father sent God the Son, Jesus Christ, to dwell 
among us. And Jesus spent three years showing us and teaching us how to live. 
The reality is that he spent 30 years showing people in his household and 
community how to do that, but three years of public ministry that we have written 
record of. And in those years, he continually pointed to the Father and pointed to 
the incredible gift of the Holy Spirit. He made it very clear in his teaching and by his 
death and it is only through his death, his broken body, and his shed blood that we 
can be forgiven, redeemed, and made ready as vessels for the Holy Spirit to be 
poured into. So, as we come and remember and reflect on his sacrifice, let us 
remember that great gift that he has given us that prepares us to receive the 
second great gift of the Holy Spirit. 



On the night that he was betrayed, Jesus took the bread, broke it, and said, 
“This is my body broken for you, eat in remembrance of me.” 

 

Now you can open up that second foil to reveal the juice. I get overwhelmed that 
Almighty God shed his blood for you and for me. I want everyone to receive the 
gift that Jesus offers us through his shed blood. The gift that can only come by the 
perfect sacrifice being made for the sins of the entire world. I long for all of you to 
receive this incredible gift – to receive Jesus Christ into your life. To celebrate that 
he has bled and died for you. That he has made a way for you to be forgiven and 
redeemed, brought back into his eternal family. 
 

On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took the cup saying, “This cup 
represents a new covenant in my blood. Do this whenever you drink of it in 
remembrance of me.” Let us drink this together. 

 

I cannot wait! I mean, we have some really great things between now and then 
like Palm Sunday, Good Friday, and Easter, so I am not overlooking those. But I am 
so excited to continue this adventure of learning about the Holy Spirit and how to 
be people who are Spirit-filled, Spirit-led, Spirit-fed, Spirit-empowered. The Spirit 
wants to do great things in you, in me, in this church family, in this community, 
and around the world. Much like the apostles in the book of Acts, we are going to 
have a hard time keeping up with the Spirit. If we are really in this, in the way that 
God desires us to be in this, if we are sold out for Jesus Christ, if we are seeking to 
live daily moment-by-moment with the Spirit leading us, guiding us, and 
empowering us, we have an adventure instore for us. I am excited to continue this 
learning and growing! 
 
Will you stand as I pray a prayer of blessing over you? 
 

Spirit of the living God, I thank you that you love us, that you live inside of us, 
that you are transforming us, and empowering us to live holy lives, that you 
are helping us to live joy-filled lives, courageous lives. you are helping us to 
live in ways that bring the Father and the Son honor and glory. We want to 
live with You, and in You, and for You, and through You, Holy Spirit. Thank 
you that you have come to live in us, and to live in this church. Help us to 
yield to You each and every day. We pray this in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Have a blessed day. Seek God and be family! 


