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Good morning! Glad you are here as part of the Daylight Savings crowd. You made 
it! Praise the Lord. My name is Scott Peterson and I have the privilege of sharing 
with you God’s Word this morning, “There is no condemnation for those who are 
in Christ Jesus.” I am looking forward to sharing with you this morning! It is good 
to have you with us here in person and online. Our service will begin in a few 
minutes, and I would love to share a few announcements with you.  
 
April 4 – what day is that? Easter Sunday! Resurrection Day! Amen. We will have 
three services online and in person – 8:30am Traditional Easter worship service in 
the Sanctuary in person and online, and also two Contemporary Easter worship 
services in the Multipurpose room at 9:45am and 11am, both in person and online. 
The other rooms will be used as overflow if needed. We would love to have you 
come and worship the risen King together either in person or online. 
 
As a reminder, our Easter Flower Garden is available to you right now if you would 
like to order flowers in honor of someone in your life, or in memory of someone in 
your life. You can pick up an order form on the windowsill right outside the main 
offices. If you are worshiping online, you can find the order form under the Events 
tab on our website. This is a great way to fill the worship centers with beautiful 
flowers as we celebrate the risen Lord. 
 
As we continue to give with our offering, we realize that God owns it all and we 
are simply stewards of it. You can place offering in the boxes that are here, mail in 
checks, and also give online through our website using the Give tab. It is a 
wonderful way that we can worship Him as we seek Him in spirit and truth. 
 



A few other ministry news items. The Sr. High youth group will not be meeting 
tonight. Prayer Gathering, Kids U, and Jr. High youth group will not be meeting this 
Wednesday, March 17. These ministries will resume after Spring Break. 
 
We are starting our Co-ed Softball sign up and will field one or two teams. After 
the service, you can stop and talk with Dawn at one of the tables in the lobby. 
 
We have a special class called, “Fresh Starts.” This is for people who want to get to 
know First Baptist a little bit better. It is also part of our membership process. The 
class is Tuesday evening, March 23, and we will connect on Zoom. If you would like 
to attend send me an email or call the church office. I will send you a Zoom link 
and we will go through this together. It is a wonderful way to continue to seek 
after God and within His church body here at First Baptist. 
 
If you are a guest with us this morning, we are so glad that you are here. Come on 
in and worship with un in person or online. We would love to stay connected with 
you. Stop by the Welcome Center or complete an online connection card located 
on the homepage of our website. We would love to be able to get in touch with 
you, pray with you, and see where God is leading you. 
 
Let us begin this worship service in prayer together. 
 

Lord God, Heavenly Father, we come before you in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and we acknowledge your presence. We seek to worship You in 
spirit and truth this day. We pray your blessing on the offering that we are 
giving You today. Not only in what we sing, what we pray, how we give, and 
the preaching of your Word, may it all be done from the heart for You, Lord, 
in spirit and in truth. We give You this day as we seek your leading here now. 
We pray it all in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. And the church of God 
said, “Amen.” Amen. 

 
As children are being dismissed for Children’s Church, let us give them a big, “Jesus 
loves you!” On the count of three: one, two, three, “Jesus loves you!” Seeing all 
these kids reminds me of when I was growing up. I have two sisters. How many of 
you have siblings? One of my sisters is 10 years older, the other is one year older. I 
am the baby of the family. I love my sisters. I always will. But sometimes siblings 



have squabbles. Right? And as siblings squabble, sometimes those arguments can 
be kind of deep.  
 
Now my sister who was a year older had a doll in elementary school and the doll’s 
name was, “Dolly.” If we were in an argument or if I was feeling just a little bit 
mean that day, I would hide her doll. She was not happy about that! She would be 
looking all over for it, pestering me and everything. But, you know, your laws do 
not rule here, sister. I am not giving you that doll. But then mom and dad came 
home; and there was a greater law when mom and dad came home. And sure 
enough, that doll would be in my sister’s hands very soon. Keep that in mind as we 
go through today’s message because there is a greater law. 
 
We are in week 11 of 12 in the Unshakable Hope series and we have been leaning 
into the promises of God. The promises that He has for us. Now a promise is only 
as good as the promise-maker. Today’s message will be tied into next week’s final 
message of the Unshakable Hope series that I will be sharing with you. I am 
looking forward to that as we pull together this little series within a series. As we 
seek God, we seek to live in unshakable hope and remain in His promises.  
 
Today’s promise is found in Romans 8:1-4. Take out your Bibles and please stand 
with me as we read from God’s Word together. The Apostle Paul begins this with 
the word, “therefore.” We will be looking at why he is using a “therefore” in just a 
moment. 
 

Romans 8:1-4 
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life 
has set you free from the law of sin and death. For what the law was 
powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. 
And so he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous 
requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live 
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

 
Lord God, we thank you for your Word. Your words are true. Your promises 
are great, and they are unbreakable because they are from You. God, we 
pray now that our hearts are focused on You and Your Word; what You 



would have to say to us. Lord, if there are people who have not yet come to a 
saving faith in Jesus Christ, we pray that today is the day. And for others here 
who are in the faith, in Christ, we pray that we continue to mature in Christ, 
be transformed by the renewing of our minds. So, Spirit of God, take the 
Word of God and transform the children of God.  
 

Lord, whatever is from me, blow it away as chaff in the wind; and whatever is 
from You, press it deep on the hearts of your people. Now, O Lord, may the 
words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing to You, O 
Lord, my God, my Rock, and my Redeemer. And God’s church said, “Amen.” 

 

Please be seated. 
 
There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. Do you believe 
that? Well, I hope so! Now, why is there no condemnation? Paul uses this word, 
“therefore.” You always have to ask when you see the word, “therefore,” what it is 
there for? 
 

• In Romans 1, Paul shares how God created everything and we are 
accountable to Him.  
 

• In Romans 2, we see the moral conscience bears witness to God and our 
need for Him. For apart from Him, the law that is written on our heart 
convicts us. It convicts us that we are not right with Him. 
 

• Romans 3:23-24 tells us, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that 
came by Christ Jesus.” That chapter 3 we will be really looking into next 
week as we look at the justice of God and the promise that is found there. 
 

• In Romans 4, we find how living in that faith is living by faith. Abraham, the 
man of faith, is given as a case study, an example of what it means to be 
living in faith.  
 

• Romans 5 tells us that we are either in Adam or are in Christ. As we look at 
this passage, we will be looking at chapter 5 in detail along with chapter 8. 
 

• In Romans 6, Paul writes how to be living in the Christian life. How to be 
putting ourselves into submission to Him and to be led by the Spirit. Paul 



ends that passage in verse 23, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 

• In Romans 7, Paul writes how he is under conviction. He wants to live the 
Christian life, but the things he wants to do he does not do. And the things 
that he does not want to do, he does. It is hard to live the Christian life. 
There is no doubt about it. But Paul ends chapter 7 with this in verse 24-25: 
 

Romans 7:24-25a 
What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is 
subject to death? Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ 
our Lord!  

 

Then, in Romans 8, he gets into, “Therefore.” After all this he says this, “There       
is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” What does this word 
“condemnation” mean? We do not hear that word a lot in circles that we are in. 
It is an adverse sentence. An unfavorable, bad verdict. A judicially condemning 
sentence to someone to a particular punishment. To declare to be wrong or evil 
without reservation after weighing the evidence. To pronounce guilty; guilty as 
charged. That is the meaning of condemnation. 
 
Let us dig a little more into this. We talked about Romans 5 and how we will be 
looking this passage. Let us look at it right now. 
 

Romans 5:12 
Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man (Adam), and 
death through sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all 
sinned— 
 

The Bible talks about imputation. Imputation is a word that simply means, “to 
place on one’s account.” To place on one’s account whether as a charge or a 
credit. There are three imputations that scripture will talk about. 
 

1. The first meaning – the sin of Adam is charged to all humanity – which we 
see here in Romans 5:12.  
 

2. In the second area of imputation, the sin of all humanity is charged to Christ. 
And as it is charged to Christ, He paid the penalty for your sins and mine by 
dying on the cross and rising again. That penalty has been paid full and 



complete by Christ. He became sin for us and rose again for your forgiveness 
and for mine; for all who place their faith in Him. 
 

3. In the third area of imputation, again to place on one’s account, Christ’s 
righteousness is credited to all those who believe, to all those who have 
received Him as Savior and Lord. As we think about this, we have to 
understand the idea that we have been saved from the penalty of sin. 
 

Romans 5:15-16 
But the gift (the gift of salvation) is not like the trespass (sin). For if the 
many died by the trespass of the one man (Adam), how much more did 
God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus 
Christ, overflow to the many! (That grace comes to you.) 16 Nor can the 
gift of God (salvation) be compared with the result of one man’s sin: 
The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation (Death 
through sin; there is condemnation for those apart from Christ.), but the 
gift followed many trespasses and brought justification. 

 

Romans 6:23 
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
There is a greater law which we will explore in just a moment. Now, what does this 
passage say? “There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 
Let us look at this again. What if the passage said, “There IS condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus.”? What would you be thinking? To me, it would be 
like, “I do not want any part of this heretic, Jesus. I do not want any part of this 
blasphemer. He is going to get me sentenced to hell – eternal separation. I do not 
want that!” But the opposite is true. Why? Because what was condemned? Sin was 
condemned. 
 
We see that in Romans 8:3 where the Bible tells us this, “For what the law was 
powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so, he condemned sin in 
the flesh.” 
 
He did not make him sinful flesh, but in the likeness of sinful flesh. Christ never 
sinned himself. He bore your sins and mine on the cross, but He never sinned 



himself. So, what is condemned? Sin is condemned. The law could not deal with 
sin, so God sent His own Son to deal with it. We sang it in the song, “For God so 
loved the world that He gave his one and only Son.” God sent His own Son to take 
care of the sin issue. 
 
Then Jesus said in John 16:11, the night before He was betrayed, He said this, 
“…the prince of this world now stands condemned.” satan is already under 
judgment. His sentence is fixed and is permanent. For he was condemned and 
defeated at the cross. It has already occurred. It has not yet been realized. satan 
and sin are the ones now under condemnation. And we seek to share that Good 
News of God’s salvation for people because there is now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus. 
 
What if Romans 8:1 said this, “There is a little condemnation for those in Christ 
Jesus.”? It makes me feel uneasy. I get a little worried and anxious about that.  
Maybe there is just some condemnation for those in Christ Jesus? Maybe just a 
minute amount of condemnation for those in Christ Jesus? It does not say that. 
Romans 8:1 says, “Therefore, there is now NO condemnation for those in Christ 
Jesus.” That is a promise of God. “No” here means none, no one, not even one, 
nobody, no adverse sentence for those who are in Christ Jesus. No unfavorable 
sentence for God’s children. 
 
Let us take another look at this verse. “Therefore, there is now no condemnation.” 
Period. Does it say that? No, you need to finish the sentence. “Therefore, there is 
now no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus.” 
 

2 Corinthians 5:17 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come. The old 
has gone, the new is here! 

 
You have been born again. We have said Romans 6:23 several times already this 
morning, “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” 
 
I love the word picture that Jesus gives in John 15:5. Now, we have all seen trees 
and branches that come out from them. We see a body, a limb, an arm, and the 



connection there between the two. This was the night before He was betrayed. He 
is leaving the upper room to go to the garden of Gethsemane. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As a child of God, I am in Christ and Christ is in me. In that connection, that 
relationship that we have with Him, we see this word, “abide.” The word “abide” is 
another word that we do not use in our vernacular, but it means to dwell, to 
endure, to remain, not to depart, to continue to be present in Christ as He is in us, 
to be united in Christ as limb to the body or a branch to the tree. And as you go 
home today and go by a tree, I want you to think of this verse and you being in 
Christ and He in you. It is that personal relationship with Christ that is the 
distinctive mark of authentic followers of Him. 
 
But I also love how Paul brings us even more depth in Ephesians 2:4-6. In verses 1-
3 he mentions how we are born physically alive, but spiritually dead. Then in verse 
4 he starts with the word “But.” 
 

Ephesians 2:4-6 
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us 
alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions – it is by 
grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and 
seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus. 

 
Physically we are here in this building. But the spiritual truth is we are in Christ, far 
above all in the heavenlies. We in Him. He in us. He is living in you now as a child of 
the living God and we are in Him. 
 
 
 



Romans 8:1-2 
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life 
has set you free from the law of sin and death. 

 
We have accepted His sacrifice as a payment for our sins. Our rap sheet contains 
every sinful thought, attitude, and action that was ever committed before a living 
God. I just want you to think about this for a moment. There are many people who 
would say, “I am good enough.” Maybe in this room, maybe online. “Oh, my good 
things have outweighed my bad things. I am not like an evil murderer. I am not 
that bad.” And we seek to justify ourselves before a living God. But we and our 
friends are not the standard. It is always Christ who is the standard. He is the One.  
 
As we look at these passages, it makes me think of James 2:10 where James writes, 
“For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of 
breaking all of it.” So, before God we are law breakers. We are guilty of all.  
 
But what are we to do? What is God’s plan in this? Well, I will take it to the 
opposite view where other people would say something like this, “Oh, with what I 
have done, God could never forgive me! I have just been so bad. Things that I have 
thought, done, my actions, my attitudes. How could God love me? How could He 
save me?” Well, think about the thief on the cross. 
 

Luke 23:43 
“…Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

 

Think about the man who wrote this passage in Romans 8:1. That’s Saul of Tarsus. 
The persecutor of the church. The one who approved the death of Jesus’ followers. 
He is the one who wrote, “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus.” By the power and inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he found that 
forgiveness only found in Christ. And as we look at this passage, I want to go to 
Romans 5:1-2; 20-21 for a moment. As we look at chapter 5, Paul starts it again 
with a “therefore.” 
 

Romans 5:1-2a 
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained 
access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. 



You see, saving faith leads to receiving that saving grace. And it is God’s grace that 
brings us to that point. 

 

Romans 5:20 
 … The law was brought in so that the trespass might increase.  
 

This simply means that the written law made sin more obvious. It brought it out 
into the open. The law that is on our hearts, on every believer, that moral 
conscience, the written law brings that out so that it is obvious to all. 

 

Romans 5:21 
But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, so that, just as 
sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to 
bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Did you catch that in verse 20? “But where sin increased, grace increased all the 
more….” What is the principle here? You cannot out sin God’s grace. So many 
people live in self-condemnation, in worldly condemnation by others, and that it 
just lies from the enemy to those who are in Christ Jesus. There is NO 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. Sin has been condemned. satan 
has been condemned already, but not fully realized. But his future is fixed and 
permanent. Do not buy into the lies from him and the world. There is NO 
condemnation. That includes you – for those who are in Christ Jesus, for those 
who have received that grace, who have placed your faith in Him, trusted in Him, 
and repented of sin. God’s law highlights our sin so that His grace can be 
highlighted even more. Since we have been justified through faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Now what do we mean by that word, “justified / justification”? That is an 
important word to look at (we are going to build on this more next week): 
 

• Justification = Past tense. 
You have been declared not guilty in Christ. You have been saved/set free 
from the penalty of sin. You have been saved for Jesus. Justification is a legal 
term. It is meant to assure us of who we are in Christ, and what He has done 
for you and for me. 
 



I am now a Christian. I am in Christ. I am in the faith. I have been declared, 
“not guilty” by my Creator. That is what Evangelism, sharing our faith as a 
winsome witness, seeks to do – to bring people to that point. 
 

You have that opportunity to do that today. Is God tapping on your heart? Jesus 
said in Revelation 3:20, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with 
me.” That is fellowship. That is a relationship with the living God. 
 
To enter the presence of a Holy God, we must be hidden in the righteousness of 
Christ. To be in Christ, God no longer sees our imperfections because that was 
dealt with at the cross. Do not live with self-condemnation. God is not condemning 
you. He condemns sin through Christ. He paid that penalty. Do not let the devil 
condemn you and live in that self-condemnation. That is just a lie from him. That is 
deceit. No, He freed you in Christ to live the Christian life, to live that faith. And 
may the joy of the Lord be your salvation each and every day regardless of 
circumstances in life. He came for you. He loves you! 
 
God no longer sees our imperfections. He sees the righteousness of His own Son. 
That is that imputed righteousness accredited to us; not by anything we have 
done, but by His mercy, He saved us. Only in Christ is our sin-debt cancelled, our 
relationship with God restored, and our eternity secured. 
 
Now, why is this so? Because there is a greater law. Remember Dolly, my sister’s 
little doll? That law is not going to hold here, sister…until mom or dad came home. 
There was a greater law there. There is a greater law in our country. The 
Constitution is the greater law. If a State law or Federal law violates the 
Constitution, that law is null and void. The greater law is the Constitution. In our 
court system – State court, Federal court – if they make a decision and it gets 
appealed, it goes to the Supreme Court and the buck stops there in this country. 
What about in this universe? This world? It starts and ends with God and His 
Word. 
 

Romans 8:1-2 
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life 
has set you free from the law of sin and death. 



There is a greater law! We read that in Romans 5:12, “Death came through sin.” 
That is a principle in this world. But there is a greater one. The law of the Spirit 
who gives you life has set you free from the law of sin and death. There is a greater 
law. It will always beat the other one because God has decreed that. And those 
who are in Christ Jesus have been set free from the penalty of sin to live for Christ. 
 
As we get to the end of Romans 8, Paul (as we have been seeing here) will ask 
questions, and then he will answer them in the next verse. He is going to do this 
again in verses 34-35. 
 

Romans 8:34 
Who then is the one who condemns? 

 
Who is the one who makes this adverse sentence? And he answers this question 
immediately.  
 

No one. Christ Jesus who died – more than that, who was raised to life 
– is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 

 
Right now, He is praying for you. You are His. You repented of your sin and trusted 
in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. There is no condemnation for those who 
trust in Christ Jesus. 
 

Romans 8:35 
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship 
or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 

 
No. We will look at the answer to this love question in just a moment. But I want 
to look at this idea of Jesus Christ once again as our advocate. 
 

Romans 8:33-34 
Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is 
God who justifies? Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ 
Jesus who died – more than that, who was raised to life – is at the right 
hand of God and is also interceding for us. 

 
I love how John writes about this in 1 John 2:1-2 when he looks at the idea of Jesus 
Christ as our Advocate. 



1 John 2:1-2 
My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if 
anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father – Jesus Christ, 
the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only 
for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 
He is the atoning sacrifice. He is the One who brought forgiveness that leads to 
reconciliation. He died vicariously as a substitute. He died for you. He died for me. 
He is our advocate. What do we mean by this word, “advocate”? He is our support, 
our champion. He stands up for us. He speaks for us. The one who is called 
alongside to help. And it carries a connotation of a legal counsel. A legal counsel in 
this world – He is our defense attorney; that is, Jesus. For the whole world and His 
saving grace must be accessed by saving faith. 
 
I have got to ask you again, whether here or online, if that is true of you? Are you 
living in that grace? Let us go back to verse 35 where he talks about love. 
 

Romans 8:35 
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship 
or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 

 
And in Scott Peterson’s school of preaching, you cannot start Romans 8:1 and not 
end with verses 37-39. Those are verse that just need to be right in our hearts all 
the time. 
 

Romans 8:37-39 
No, in all things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
Nothing can separate the love that is in Christ Jesus! 
 
I want to end this message with a little story. I want to tie it all together to 
illustrate what we have been talking about in Romans 8 and Romans 5. This idea of 



no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus – the promise of God that is to 
be our unshakable hope. 
 

There is a courtroom. And in this courtroom in walks the judge. Now 
this judge had a long flowing robe. When he sat down on the bench his 
face radiated with holiness, righteousness, and justice. 
 
And there you sit at the defendant’s table. 
 
The prosecuting attorney at the other table gets up with an evil hiss and 
a cackle that just sends shivers down your spine. And he stood up and 
looked at you, “This is the liar! This is the thief! This is the one who is 
cheating on tests. This is the one who has been idolatring – who has put 
everything more important than you and is blasphemed your name and 
has desecrated relationships through coveting.” Then with an evil hiss 
he sits down. 
 
Where does that leave you? Sitting in that defendant’s chair you sink 
down thinking, “Guilty as charged.” and your hope is just fleeting. The 
pain and the hurt and the guilt weigh on you and you feel defeated. 
“What’s next? What am I going to do?”  
 
The silence in the courtroom is deafening. You could hear a pin drop 
until at the back of the courtroom the door opens. In walks a man. As 
you look at him, he does not look like any man. He is not a regular man. 
There is this peace on his countenance that just emanates from him. 
And there is triumph and joy written on his face.  
 
He walks in through the gallery and spectators, opens the gate, and 
looks at the prosecuting attorney. The prosecuting attorney just shivers 
down trying to hide himself from him. He cannot bear to be in his 
presence. 
 
The man walks forward to the bench, looks at the judge, and simply 
says, “Hi, dad.” As he turns around, he comes toward you, looks at you 
for the first time and a smile comes over his face. With a heavy sigh you 



realize that you know him. “I know him. I have forgotten him for so 
many years since I built my kingdom and my ways, but I know this man. 
That is my Savior!” Hope starts to come back in your life. Joy starts to 
come forward in you and you realize that this is the One who died for 
your sins.  
 
With that smile on this man as your hope is restored, he turns around 
and faces the judge, raises his nail-pierced hands, and simply says, “This 
one is mine.” 
 
The judge, as he is rendering his verdict, does not have to think long 
and simply says, “Paid in full! Not guilty! There is no condemnation for 
those in Christ Jesus.” Bam! He slams his gavel down and says, “Case 
dismissed.” 

 
That is your relationship with God. There is no condemnation for those in Christ 
Jesus. Do not listen to the lies of the enemy. Do not listen to your self-condemning 
thoughts. Do not listen to the condemnation of the world. In Christ, you have His 
righteousness. In Christ, He has declared you holy. You are His and there is nothing 
that can separate you from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Now maybe there is a person here or two, either here or online, that has not yet 
received God’s grace. I want to give each and every person an opportunity to do 
that today. If you have already received His grace, then just reaffirm your faith in 
Him. I am going to ask you – here and online – to bow your heads and close your 
eyes. 
 

As we come before you, Lord, we call on your name. Lord, hear the prayers 
of your people. We pray them silently to you now. We cling to your Word 
that God made Him who had no sin (Christ) to be sin for us so that in Him we 
might become the righteousness of God. For there is no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus. 

 

I would like you to repeat after me as we pray this slowly and thoughtfully: 
 

Lord Jesus, I need you. Thank you for dying on the cross in my 
place for my sins. By your grace, I turn from sin and place my faith 
in you. I open the door of my life and receive you as my Savior and 



Lord. Thank you for forgiving me of my sins and giving me eternal 
life. Take control of my life, Lord, and make me the kind of person 
you want me to be. 

 

With your heads down and your eyes closed, if you prayed that for the first 
time, I would like you to just raise your hand, either here or online. Then I 
want you to connect with me. Give a call to the church office. I something to 
share with you and pray with you.  
 

And if you have prayed that, like me, and reaffirmed your faith in Him, then just lift 
up your heads, open your eyes, and give the Lord a round of applause because He 
is the one who saved you. Give the Lord a round of applause because He is the one 
who died for you! He is worthy of all praise. He is worthy of all glory in our lives 
this day and forevermore. 
 
As we close this message here today, and as you leave out the door and out into 
the parking lot, you remember this. Let us say Romans 8:1 together, “Therefore, 
there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

 
Now, may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. (And also, with you.) 
 

Seek God. Be family and have a great day in the Lord. Take care. God bless! 


