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Pre-Service Announcements 
Happy New Year, First Baptist Family! I am so blessed to begin this new year with 
all of you as we are encouraged and strengthened through the Unshakable 
Hope church-wide campaign! We will be exploring twelve of the most important 
promises of God to us over the next twelve weeks and I hope that you and anyone 
else who is part of your family plan to join us on this journey. We are providing all 

kinds of opportunities to go deeper in this study and I promise you 😊 that if you 
take advantage of these additional growth opportunities, you will be blessed! Here 
is a listing of what we are offering to go deeper over the next 12 weeks: 
 

• An Unshakable Hope class for adults that will be offered on Sunday mornings 
and Thursday nights. Pastor Scott will be facilitating these classes which will 
use the Unshakable Hope video series with teaching by Max Lucado. The 
Sunday morning class begins today via Zoom and then moves to being in-
person on Sunday, JAN 17. The Thursday night class will be on Zoom for the 
duration of the series. Contact Pastor Scott for an invite or more information. 
 

• A family devotional book based on the twelve promises of the Unshakable 
Hope campaign. Families with younger children are encouraged to get a copy 
of the book from Pastor Ashley and commit to doing family devotions 
together most days of each week. 
 

• An Unshakable Hope class for Jr. High and Sr. High students on Sunday 
mornings. These classes begin online and then will move to in-person classes 
on JAN 17. Contact Ryan or Sabrina with any questions or to get connected. 
 

• The Unshakable Hope video series with teaching by Max is also a great 
resource for personal study and/or use with your LIFEgroup! That series is 
available on RightNow Media to you for FREE through our church 



subscription. The twelve sessions from Max (each of them 12-14 minutes in 
length) can be found at RightNow Media. If you do not have a RightNow 
account, contact the main office and we will get you set up with one for free. 
 

• We have about 100 copies of the small book, Our Ultimate Hope: 7 Days of 
Promise to Renew Your Soul, and 20 copies of the book, Praying the 
Promises, available for free in the church office on a first-come, first-served 
basis. The first book would be a great tool for evangelism and/or encouraging 
someone who is going through a difficult time. The second one will help you 
pray through the many promises found in the Bible. 
 

• Our Wednesday night prayer gathering (6:30-7:30pm at First Baptist) will 
utilize Praying the Promises to pray through and claim the promises of God 
highlighted in this series. 
 

• You could purchase the full Unshakable Hope book by Max Lucado and read 
the chapter each week that corresponds with the promise that we will be 
covering in our worship service and classes. 

 
Obviously, there are many other ways to also grow in your relationship with Jesus 
throughout the next 12 weeks, but these are the ones that are specific to this 
campaign. With all of these great opportunities that are provided for you to go 
deeper, I will not be sending out a weekly email on Sundays with sermon 
discussion and application questions. Please do take advantage of one or more of 
these great ways to go deeper as we discover and live out of God’s promises which 
grant us Unshakable Hope in our lives! 
 
Service 
Good morning, First Baptist Church! We are so glad you are joining us for our 
online worship service and want to extend a welcome to you as we begin the 
service in a few minutes. I do want to share a few announcements with you before 
that. So here is what you need to know for being involved in what God is doing at 
First Baptist Church. 
 
First, on our website homepage at firstbaptistcambridge.org, you will find our 
“What’s Happening” booklet. That is your guide to the life and ministry at First 
Baptist Church over the next few months. So, please click on that, read it, and 
make sure you are involved. 



 
This Tuesday night Celebrate Recovery moves back in-house. If you are part of this 
ministry, we want to make you aware of that. Also, if you are not part of this 
ministry, consider coming on Tuesday nights – 6:30pm is when the large group 
starts, then there are small groups after that. It is a great way to grow in 
understanding how to navigate and experience healing and freedom from the 
hurts, habits, and hang-ups that are part of all of our lives. Especially in the kind of 
year we have had this past year. So, coming on Tuesday nights. 
 
Also, Wednesday night our Kids U ministry and our Jr. High ministry is meeting 
again in the building. We would love to have all of those children and junior high 
students come out on Wednesday night. Then next Sunday night is when our Sr. 
High ministry resumes as well. So, children and youth – come out! Parents – bring 
them! We would love to encourage them, bless them, and help them grow in their 
relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
As I mentioned, two weeks from today we will also have the option of joining us 
for worship in the building. The service times will stay the same (8:45am for our 
Traditional worship service and 10:45am for our Contemporary worship service). 
You can come to the building if you feel safe and able to do that. We would love to 
have you join us in person for worship, AND you can continue to join us online for 
worship as well. 
 
This morning marks the beginning of our new Bible Reading and Prayer Plan where 
over the course of 2021 we are going to read through the New Testament 
together. There are also devotionals provided by some of the great teachers that 
we have who are part of our church family. You can download that booklet from 
our website and get those devotionals there as well. 
 
This week is also Prayer week. We begin every new year with the opportunity to  
focus in on the Lord in a very intentional way through prayer. Each day this week 
we encourage you to go before the Lord in prayer, and on Wednesday night at 
6:30pm we will have a prayer gathering in the Sanctuary and we would love you to 
be part of that. 
We continue in this season to have giving options available online. You can go to 
our website and give at any point in time, or you can certainly bring a gift into the 



church during our normal office hours, or you can mail your gifts to the church. 
Thank you for being part of God’s work here at First Baptist through your 
generosity. 
 
Finally, we want to give a welcome to guests who are part of this worship service. 
If you have not yet filled out our Connection card that can be found on our 
website, please fill that out. Share as much information that you feel comfortable 
doing. That will give us the opportunity to reach out to you, encourage you, and 
see if there are other ways that we can bless you and your family. We would be 
honored if you would do that. 
 
Let us begin our time of worshiping the Lord together as we seek him and stand on 
his promises! We are glad that you are on this journey with us in helping people 
know, love, and become like Jesus. Part of this journey of growing in Christ-
likeness and being family to those who need family. God is doing great things here. 
We have a new year, and He has all kinds of wonderful things in store for us in this 
new year. 
 
I do want to share with you that Eunice Hupfer, who was part of our church family 
for over 50 years and celebrated her 100th birthday this last summer, went to be 
home with the Lord Jesus yesterday. So, you can be praying for her family. We will 
send out the confirmed information once we have that about a service. But just be 
praying for her family. She has been experiencing (since she has been home with 
Jesus) all the fulfillment of so many of these promises that we will be studying 
together over the course of the next 12 weeks. 
 
If you are someone who likes to keep track of the words of the day, if that helps 
you engage, in addition to any name of God you can add to that the word “image.” 
This morning we are going to be talking about the reality that you and I are 
stamped with God’s image. You and I are created in the image of God. And there 
are all kinds of wonderful things that come with that promise and with that reality. 
That is what we are going to explore together on this first Sunday of our 
Unshakable Hope series. 
 
Will you join me in prayer? 
 



God, we are so thankful that your faithfulness is perfect and true. That you 
are so good to us, you are so loving, kind, and generous. You care for us in 
ways see and obvious, and in ways unseen. You are the One who undergirds 
us in all things.  
 

We thank you for the many promises in Scripture that are ours. And we 
thank you for the opportunity to learn and grow in our understanding of 
them and how to live out of those promises. To have your promises be an 
anchor. Your hope be an anchor in our lives in the midst of the storms that 
we have been experiencing over this past year, and the storms that will come 
again in the future. 
 

We thank you for the opportunity to worship you, to love you and know you. 
We thank you for our sister, Eunice, and the ways she was an example to so 
many of us in so many ways. We do pray that you would draw near to her 
family in a special way right now, and her friends in a special way right now 
as they mourn and grieve her loss. But we look forward, Lord, to being with 
her and being with you in Paradise. To be with you for all eternity. And we 
thank you for those promises about this life not being the end. About there 
being an everlasting life, an eternal life, a new Heaven, and a new Earth that 
awaits those who place their faith in Jesus Christ. So, we cling to you this 
morning and ask that you teach us and encourage us and strengthen us. We 
pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
Well, I do want to begin with a question. Last Sunday I asked you to do some 
reflection on the year behind you. Maybe over the course of your reflection you 
might have thought about this question and came to some kind of answer. If not, I 
encourage you do to that right now. But, as you endured 2020, who and/or what 
helped you endure the challenges and trials that came your way over the course of 
this past year? If you are listening or watching with someone else, you can 
certainly begin to share some answers with one another. I will give you a minute to 
think about that or share some answers. 
 
Hopefully, the Lord blessed you with a number of people, a number of resources 
and things that allowed you and enabled you to endure the trials and challenges of 
this past year. The reality is that for some of us that is the best that we could do – 
to endure 2020, to endure these challenges, to persevere through them as God 



invites us to do as disciples of Jesus Christ. And yet I do believe that God wants us 
not only to endure 2021, but to enjoy it! One of the primary ways that God wants 
us to endure and enjoy the life that we have, the people that we interact with, the 
challenges and trials that do come our way, the joys, experiences, and successes 
that this new year will bring is by relying on the promises of God. By depending on 
God who is a promise maker. By depending on God who is a promise keeper. And 
living through our God and through the promises.  
 
So many of them we find in the Word of God. The reality is that the Bible contains 
thousands of promises! If you read it cover to cover, you will find thousands of 
promises. Some of those promises were given to a specific person or people at a 
specific place and time, and God fulfilled those promises. Many of those promises 
are made for God’s people in all places, in all times. Some of the promises of God 
are promises that are yet to come in the life everlasting, in the new Heaven and 
the new Earth. Yet, the Bible is full of promises! And God can help you to endure 
and to enjoy 2021 as you stand on the promises of God. 
 
This series allows us to look at 12 promises that God has made to you and to me, 
and ways that we can stand on those promises, and learn and grow through those 
promises in this new year. The reality is that there are all kinds of passages of 
Scripture that speak to the promises of our God and the reality that our God is a 
promise maker and a promise keeper, and what that means to us. 
 

Psalm 145:13 
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures 
through all generations. The Lord is trustworthy in all he promises and 
faithful in all he does. 
 

2 Corinthians 1:20 
For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in 
Christ. And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of 
God. 

 

All of the promises of God are “Yes” and “Amen” in Jesus Christ! That is something 
that can bring us great joy and great hope as we head into this new year. 
 
Now as we move into this first message on being stamped by the image of God, it 
is important to do a little historical…it is not going to take very long…but just to 



remind you of the time and place and people that this book was written in 
Genesis. The reality is that in the days of Genesis, most people groups, most 
kingdoms, most nations worshiped and served some sort of pagan god. Often 
times what they would do at the borders of their kingdom made along major 
passage ways, make statutes of these gods – images of these gods – in order to tell 
the people entering into their kingdom that this kingdom worships such-and-such 
a god and is ruled by that god. Yet these statutes were, obviously, very lifeless and 
made of stone or sometimes precious jewels or precious metals. They stood there 
as a representation to the kingdoms around them that as one kingdom, here is 
who we worship and serve. 
 
The reality is that the true and living God – when God made earth, he also made 
images who would wander throughout his territory reminding everyone who this 
land belonged to. Reminding everyone the true reality of who our God is and what 
it means to be the people of God. But his images were not statutes made of stone, 
or precious metals or jewels. His images were human beings. People were made in 
the image of God. We are the ones who are made to wander his earth and tell the 
entire creation the goodness of our God, the love of our God, the power of our 
God, the desire of our God to care for his full creation. We were made in the image 
of God. We see this from Genesis 1:26-27. I am going to invite you to stand as I 
read this main text for this morning’s message. 
 

Genesis 1:26-27 
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so 
that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over 
the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that 
move along the ground. 27 So God created mankind in his own image, in 
the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. 

 

You may be seated.  
 
From the short verse and from a lot of other Scriptures that we will look at in a few 
minutes, there are some really profound truths about this promise that we have 
been stamped by or made in the image of our God. 
 

A. God created human beings in his own image and likeness 



God created all people, all human beings in his own image and in his own 
likeness. If you are engaging in worship with someone else right now, why do 
not you turn to that family member and say, “You have been made in the 
image of God.” Go ahead and do that right now. 
 
Now in response with that same person that you are worshiping with, you 
can say back, “It is hard to believe this, but you also are made in the image of 
God.” (I am kidding! Do not do that. Just affirm one another with this reality 
that you have been made in the image and likeness of God.) 
 
God said and declared right here in verse 26 that he would make human 
beings in his own image and he kept his word. Every single person who has 
ever been made by God has been made in the image and likeness of God. 
The reality is this! You are unique and special in all of God’s creation. Right? 
We continue to learn just over the past few decades how vast and expansive 
God’s creation really is. We have discovered billions of galaxies full of billions 
of stars, trillions of stars, quadrillions of stars! Like, the galaxy has expanded 
(I do not know how many times) manyfold over the course of what we 
understood 50 years ago. And in the vast expanse of God’s creation, you are 
unique. You are special. Nothing else in creation bears God’s image. Only 
people. Only men, women, students, children. You are the only thing in all 
creation that bears God’s image. 
 
Now, all of creation declares the glory of God. That is told to us clearly in 
Scripture and we see that and experience that in our own lives. All of 
creation declares God’s glory. And human beings not only reflect God’s glory, 
but also bear God’s image and reflect to the world around us.  
 

Psalm 19:1-4 
The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the 
work of his hands. 2 Day after day they pour forth speech; 
night after night they reveal knowledge. 3 They have no 
speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from them. 
4 Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to 
the ends of the world.  
 

Also, I love Eugene Peterson’s paraphrase of Psalm 104:24 (MSG) 
 



What a wildly wonderful world, God! You made it all, with 
Wisdom at your side, made earth overflow with your 
wonderful creations. 

 
God has done a great thing in creating the world, in creating the entire 
universe. And we as his people are a special part of that creation. 
 
The apostle Paul in Romans 1:20 says this, 
 

For since the creation of world God’s invisible qualities – his 
eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, 
being understood from what has been made, so that people 
are without excuse. 

 
What Paul is alluding to here is the reality that everyone has the opportunity 
to recognize that there is a Creator God. There is an Almighty God. Simply 
from what we can know about God in his creation. Obviously, we know that 
God to be our heavenly Father, our Lord Jesus Christ. And the Holy Spirit of 
God desires for everyone to know and come to faith in Jesus Christ. Yet no 
one has an excuse for not recognizing, and knowing, and understanding that 
there is an Almighty, loving, holy Creator God because of what God has 
made. 
 
Couple of other quick points about being made in the image and likeness of 
God. Again, all human beings bear God’s image. There are no exceptions to 
that. It does not matter your age, your race, how much money you have, 
where you live, where you work, the relationships that you have, the hard 
things that you have endured, the successes that you have experienced. ALL 
human beings are made in the image of God. All of them. No exception. 
 
And it is also important to note that sin has marred God’s image in us, but it 
has not destroyed it. That is why even those who have not yet placed their 
faith in Jesus Christ, received forgiveness and salvation, even those who are 
not walking with the Lord Jesus Christ have still been made in the image of 
God. That is why God sent his one and only Son to redeem those who are 
struggling in sin so that they can be forgiven and brought back into a right 



relationship. There is something inherently worthwhile in every single human 
being even though sin mars all of us. That brings us to our second point. 
 

B. God intends for people to grow in their role as his image-bearers. 
Obviously the first step (and I have just alluded to this) in growing as an 
image-bearer of God is perfectly representing Him, or more perfectly 
representing Him to the world around us, is to place your faith in Jesus 
Christ. If you have not yet done that, if you have not taken that step, 
repented of your sins, turned to Jesus Christ, and placed your faith in Him, 
may today be the day that you do that. Cry out to Him. Ask for forgiveness 
and salvation, and He will forgive you, save you, and redeem you. 
 
God desires every one of us, as we place our faith in Jesus Christ, to grow in 
our ability to reflect Him more perfectly to the world around us. Again, we 
are to be living representations of our God.   
 

• Growing as God’s image-bearers is a process called sanctification. 
Day by day, God wants to form you a little more perfectly into the 
image of his Son, Jesus Christ. Day by day in your words, your thoughts, 
your attitudes, your actions, to reflect the glory more perfectly and 
beautifully, the beauty, the love, the wonder, the power of our God. 

 

In 2 Corinthians 3:18, Paul writes, “And we all, who with unveiled faces 
contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image 
with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the 
Spirit.” 
 

So again, if you are worshiping with someone else right now, turn to 
them and say, “You are becoming more glorious each day!” Now many 
of us are worshiping with a spouse or children, grandchildren, siblings. 
We are worshiping with someone who maybe we know well enough 
that we are not quite so sure that they are becoming more glorious 
each day. But the Word of God tells us that those of us who have 
placed their faith in Jesus Christ, who are pursuing Him and walking 
with Him, we are becoming more glorious because we are more 
accurately reflecting the image of Jesus Christ. And that is a gift from 
God. 



 

• God tells us that we are significant simply because we have been 
made in his image. 
You are significant. You have intrinsic value simply because you are 
made in the image of God. Listen, the world around us tells us there are 
all kinds of things you need to do or have in order to be significant. If 
you do not have the right education, if you do not have the right job, if 
you do not have the right income, if you do not have the right friends, if 
you do not have the right clothing, if you do not have the right team 
that you are rooting for…if you do not have those things, then you 
amount to nothing, or almost nothing.  
 

Yet God tells us that it is not about all that external stuff. It is not even 
about your intelligence quotient. It is not about your talents or abilities. 
The fact that you are made in the image of God means that you are 
significant. You have value. There is something of God in each of us. He 
has stamped His name on our hearts. That is why those who do not 
know Him continue to seek and search to fill that void in their hearts 
with all kinds of things that will never fill that void because we have 
been stamped by the name of God on our hearts. 
 

He has breathed life into our lungs because God has made us in His 
image we have value and worth no matter what. 
 

C. Growing as God’s image-bearers changes how we see. 
1. We see ourselves differently. 

We see ourselves as the loved children of God. We see ourselves as the 
people who are worthy of the love of a perfect and holy God when we 
understand that we are made in God’s image. 
 

1 John 3:1 
See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that 
we should be called children of God! And that is what 
we are! The reason the world does not know us is that 
it did not know him. 

 

Listen, you can look all throughout our society, all throughout the world, 
and you can see a stark difference between children who grow up in a 



home with a loving, attentive, caring parent or two and children who 
grow up in a home where the parents are checked out. Or their parents 
are struggling with their own stuff to such a degree that they are not able 
to love their children well. It makes a huge difference, a life-long 
difference in the lives of children as they grow to know that they are 
loved by their parents. To know that they are the “apple of their father’s 
eye.” To know that their mom’s heart beats for them. In the same way, 
because we are children of God, we can know and be transformed by His 
great love for us.  
 

We not only see ourselves differently as loved children of God we see 
others differently. We recognize that every human being deserves loves, 
honor, dignity, and respect because he or she is God’s image-bearer. That 
is true even of the people who drove you crazy this past year. That is true 
even of the people who maybe acted as your enemies in this past year. 
They are made in the image of God. They are loved perfectly by God. They 
are worthy of our love, honor, dignity, and respect because they are 
image-bearers of God. 
 

D. Growing as God’s image-bearer propels us on our mission. 
If you are at First Baptist Church, we capture that mission by saying our goal 
as individuals who are part of this church family, as followers of Christ, is to 
help people know, love, and become like Jesus. And understanding this piece 
about being made in God’s image and everyone being made in God’s image 
fuels us on that mission of personally and corporately helping people know, 
love, and become like Jesus. We are to grow in knowing our loving Father 
and our Lord Jesus. 
 

John 17:3 (This is the only explicit definition of eternal life in the entire 
Bible.) Jesus said, “Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” 
 

We are not only to grow in our knowing our heavenly Father, and knowing 
our Lord Jesus, and knowing the Holy Spirit, but we are also to grow in 
making God known to others. So, we personally are seeking to know, love, 
and become like Jesus, and we personally and corporately are seeking to 
help others to know, love, and become like Jesus. 
 



Psalm 105:1 
Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; make known 
among the nations what he has done. 

 

Are you living in such a way that you are bearing the image of God through 
your words and through your actions so that others know how great our God 
is? How loving our God is? How gracious and generous our God is? How 
forgiving our God is? That is a calling that is placed on your life and mine as 
followers of Jesus Christ. 
 

So, what is our application from these texts and from this message this morning? 
 

1. We are made to “take after” God and demonstrate His wisdom, love, grace, 
and kindness everywhere we go. 
Just like kids are a whole lot like their parents (for better or worse) in how 
they look (if they are biological children), in how they think, in how they act, 
and in how they speak. In fact, it is quite a humbling thing for most of us as 
parents to look at our children and recognize some challenges, short-
comings, or issues that they are struggling with in their life. Then to do some 
self-reflection and say, “Are those, at least in part, a reflection of my own 
failures, my own struggles? The areas that I do not measure up? The areas 
that I have rough spots?” But we are made to take after God just like children 
like to take after their parents. 
 
This is a picture of me and Tyler from, 
I think, five years ago. For Halloween, 
Tyler decided to dress up like dad. He 
is much bigger than this now. He is  
basically my height. But if you look at  
him and me standing side-by-side 
whether it is five years ago or today, 
there is no denying that we belong to 
each other and that I am Tyler’s father, 
and he is my son. Yesterday he said to 
me when I let him know that I was  
going to sharing this picture, “You know 



what, dad? I really remember when this picture was taken. I love that picture 
because throughout most of my life I have been wanting to be like you.” 
(That is an incredible blessing for your son to say that to you.) He said, “My 
hope is that some day I will be the kind of godly man that you are.” That 
gives me great incentive to continue growing in Christ-likeness in my own life 
because my son wants to be like me. And I want to be like my Father.  
 
Ultimately, I do not want my sons to be like me, I want my sons to be like 
Jesus. The reality that they are made in the image of God gives me great 
hope. The reality that God has claimed them as His own gives me great hope. 
That gives me great hope in my own life for those areas where I continue to 
struggle and fall short. That I have been stamped by my dad’s image and He 
is at work in my life helping me to become more like my Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. 
 

2. God has made us in His image and saved us not only for His glory and for 
our eternal good, but also for the sake of others. 
 

Today, we have a choice to make: 

• Will we embrace our role as God’s image-bearers in this world? 
Again, think back to those ancient tribal people who set up statutes of 
their gods and boldly declared to all the kings around them, “This is the 
god we worship and serve. Those graven images, those idols, those 
statues serve as a representation of that god.” You are God’s 
representative here on earth to everyone around you. You have been 
made in the image of God to bring His presence into the lives of other 
people. Will you embrace your role as God’s image-bearer? 
 

• Will we live to reflect God to others? 
Will we live to reflect God’s love to others, God’s peace, His kindness – 
all of those fruits of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control)? Will you allow 
God and His likeness, His image, all of those qualities of Him to shine 
through you to the lives of other people? 

 
I am so thankful that we are stamped with God’s image! I am so thankful that each 
one of you are part of this journey of being sanctified, growing in our ability to 



bear His image, and to share His love to the people around us. I am so thankful 
that God is using us to bear His image and share His likeness in the community 
around us. May we cling to this promise and live out the beautiful and wonderful 
truths that are part of this promise that God has made us in His image. 
 
Let us pray together. 
 

Father God, I do thank you for this incredible truth. I thank you that you saw 
fit way back when you formed the earth to make mankind in your image. To 
make men and women, students, and children, in your image. You made us 
to bear your love, your goodness, your peace, your grace, your forgiveness, 
your mercy to the ends of the earth. 
 

And I thank you for our brothers and sisters all around this world who are 
doing just that; who are serving as living representatives of the living God in 
such a way that the world would know that Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior. 
Help us to do that more and more each day. I pray, Lord, as we move 
through this series that you take each one of these promises and imprint 
them deeply on our hearts so that they become for us a foundation to 
navigate all the ups and downs that life in 2021 and beyond will bring our 
way. We thank you that you are with us all the way through. We thank you, 
Jesus, that you are the firm foundation, the Rock upon which we build our 
lives and build the houses of our lives. No matter what the storms might 
come, no matter what the trials and challenges that may come, you are the 
firm foundation to help us all the way through. 
 

We love you, Jesus. We pray this in your holy name. Amen. 
 
I am so excited for what God will be teaching us over the course of the next 12 
weeks! Again, if you are someone who would at least consider being part of some 
of these other growth opportunities, these classes that we are offering that start in 
just a few moments, or begin on Thursday nights for adults, the classes that the 
students will be going through, the children’s devotional for the family – our family 
is endeavoring to do five of those devotionals every single week over the next 12 
weeks – these are excellent ways, important ways, to go deeper in your 
relationship with Jesus Christ. To go deeper in the study. To live out of these 
promises of God. I promise you that if you commit to this, and if you engage with 
us in worship, in the Word, in prayer, and in some of these secondary growth 



opportunities, 12 weeks from now you will be a stronger person. Twelve weeks 
from now you will be a person who has greater assurance, a greater peace 
because of your understanding of who God is and your ability to live out these 
promises. 
 
Let me pray a prayer of blessing over you. 
 

God, we thank you that you are the eternal, powerful, loving, holy God and 
you have chosen us to be your children and to be your image-bearers in this 
world. Help us to do that well as we love and serve and give ourselves to you. 
We pray this in your holy name, Jesus. Amen. 

 
Have a blessed week! 


