
First Baptist Church 
March 21, 2021 

 

Series: Unshakable Hope 
Sermon: Justice Will Prevail 

Main Text: Acts 17:22-31 
 

Pastor Scott Peterson 
 
 
Good morning! It is the second day of spring. Isn’t that great?! Amen! My name is 
Scott Peterson, the Pastor of Discipleship and Evangelism here at First Baptist 
Church and in a few moments, I will have the privilege giving today’s message, 
“Justice Will Prevail.” 
 
If you are a guest with us, we are so glad you are here. We want to welcome you 
and everybody in person and online. Our service will begin in a few minutes. 
Please connect with us at the Welcome Center after the service; connect with us 
online on our website. 
 
Our Holy Week schedule is on our website. As a reminder, we will still be wearing 
masks and social distancing in the upcoming weeks and months ahead. 
 

• Palm Sunday - Sunday, March 28 

• Prayer and Communion service - Wednesday, March 31, 6:30pm in the 
Sanctuary, open to everyone 

• Good Friday service - April 2, 6:30pm, it will be both in person and online 

• Easter Sunday – Resurrection Day – April 4, 8:30am Traditional worship 
service in the Sanctuary and online; 9:45am and 11am Contemporary 
worship services in the Multipurpose room and online 
o The other rooms will be used as overflow, if needed. We would love to 

have you come and worship the risen King together either in person or 
online on Easter Sunday! 

o Early Childhood Childcare and Children’s Church during the 
Contemporary worship services 

 
As a reminder, our Easter Flower Garden is available to you right now if you would 
like to order flowers in honor or in memory of a friend or other loved one. You can 



pick up an order form on the windowsill right outside the main offices. If you are 
worshiping online, you can find the order form under the Events tab on our 
website. This is a wonderful way to decorate the worship centers with beautiful 
flowers as we celebrate the risen Lord. You will be able to take the flower home 
too and enjoy it after the worship services. This Friday, March 26, is the last day to 
order. 
 
Finally, we continue to worship the Lord in many ways and one way is through our 
offering. You can place offering in the boxes that are here, also you can be 
worshiping online through your offering through the Give tab, or you can mail in a 
check to the church. As we worship God in this way, we are being part of what He 
is doing through the church in our community and around the world. 
 
Let us begin our worship service together as a community of believers in prayer. 
 

Heavenly Father, we come before You in the name above all names, in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and we seek to be worshiping You this day in 
spirit and truth. We pray our worship to You in song, offering, prayer and 
listening and meditating upon the Word of God, that we seek You and that 
You will be glorified in all things. Lord, we seek to be living faithfully before 
You. Before an audience of one. We pray all these things in the name of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. And God’s church said, “Amen.” Amen. 

 
Second day of spring! Spring training. Baseball season is coming really soon. It is 
also softball season and if you would like to sign up for our First Baptist co-ed 
softball team, you can do that today in the lobby. I hope you get a chance to do 
that. Getting outside in the fresh air will be fun! 
 
This bat I am holding from the 1975 Metropolitan Stadium Bat Day says, “Win 
Twins Bat Day” and I have had it since then. I really cherish it. We had Rod Carew 
and the Boys in Blue. That was a fun time to be a Twins fan. I enjoyed it very much! 
The Twins have been doing pretty well the past couple of years. Since 2004, they 
have been in a lot of playoff games but those Yankees can really sock-it to our 
Twins. 
 
Our Twins have set a record. In fact, it covers all the major sports teams in America 
not just baseball. Eighteen straight playoff losses for our Minnesota Twins. That is 



just impossible to me to see how that is done. I mean, if I were on the team, I 
could see 18 straight playoff losses. But not with our team like that. My goodness! 
Now don’t you think that if the Twins get in the playoffs again that the umpires 
should be extending mercy, kindness, and love to our players – and to us as fans? 
All the calls should go in favor of the Twins to break this streak. If a Twin is out at 
first base, they should still call him safe. Even have the replay official call him safe. 
And have all the balls and strikes always go in the Twins’ favor. That would be the 
merciful, kind, loving thing to do to the Twins and to the Twins fans, don’t you 
think? 
 
Keep that in mind as I will be referring to that a little bit later today in the message 
as I speak about, “Justice Will Prevail.” We are in the Unshakable Hope series. In 
fact, this is week 12 of 12. We have been seeking God and His promises. This is 
actually week 2 of 2 in a mini-series. It started last week with my message, “There 
is No Condemnation in Christ” and today we will conclude that and build on that 
with, “Justice Will Prevail.” 
 
As we look into God’s Word, I want to you to open your Bibles to Acts 17. As we 
set the stage for this, we have the missionary, the Apostle Paul, who is on his 
second missionary journey. He is being called in a vision where a man from 
Macedonia waves him over, “Come over here and help us.” Paul crosses over then 
to Europe and to Macedonia and shares the Good News to Philippi, Thessalonica, 
Berea, and now he is going to be sharing the Gospel in Athens.  
 
In Athens (this is really one of the intellectual capitals of the world) they were 
producing nothing but idolatry. That really distressed Paul. He would speak to the 
Jews and God-fearing Greeks in the synagogue as was his custom while in Athens. 
But then some non-God-fearing Greeks came and heard. They asked, “Who is this 
God you are talking about? Who is this foreign God?” They invited Paul to share at 
the Areopagus what he had shared in the synagogue.  
 
Areopagus is really a combination of a board of education, intellectual think tank, 
and sharing of ideas, because Dr. Luke has a parenthetical in Acts 17 that all the 
Athenians love to get together and share all sorts of ideas and bounce them off 
one another. Well, that sets the stage for Paul’s sermon that he gives at the 



Areopagus in Athens 2000 years ago and we will be unpacking it as far as what it 
means for you and me today in 2021. 
 

Acts 17:22-31 
Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People 
of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. For as I walked 
around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an 
altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. So you are ignorant 
of the very thing you worship – and this is what I am going to proclaim 
to you. “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of 
heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands. 
And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, 
he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. From one 
man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; 
and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries 
of their lands. 

 

Now why did he do this? 
 

God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him 
and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. ‘For in him we 
live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have 
said, ‘We are his offspring.’ “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we 
should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone – an 
image made by human design and skill. In the past God overlooked 
such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent. For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice 
by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by 
raising him from the dead.” 

 
Heavenly Father, we come before You now in the name of Jesus Christ who 
has been raised from the dead and has ascended into heaven and is seated 
at your right hand. You sent the Holy Spirit to then bring your presence into 
our world, into our lives, into each one who has called on His name for 
salvation. Lord, we seek You right now and your glory. Lord, bring your Word 
to us. May the Holy Spirit transform our hearts to bring us more into 
alignment with your will to live in that joy of our salvation. And Lord, 
whatever is from me, just blow it away as chaff but whatever is from You, 



God, sink it deep into the hearts of everyone here. So now, O Lord, may the 
words of my mouth and meditation of my heart be pleasing to You, O Lord 
my God, my Rock, and my Redeemer. And God’s church said, “Amen.” 

 
In the second missionary journey of Paul, as he is speaking to people who do not 
know anything about the One True God, he starts with creation and ends with God 
as judge. He speaks of the sovereignty of God – that this is His world and what He 
decrees will happen. If God has decreed it, who is going to stop Him? It makes me 
think of Psalm 2 in which God is looking at the nations of the world and all their 
plans, and the Lord just laughs because it is His plans that will prevail over all. Yes, 
humans have responsibility. Yes, humans are making decisions in this world. But 
the Lord’s Will will prevail. 
 
He speaks about accountability here in this passage as he shares about the mission 
of God to make himself known and to bring Christ into a relationship with other 
people. He is calling people to repent. To turn from ungodly ways, ungodly 
worship, ungodly idols in life – whatever they may be – to the One True God, the 
Living God. He is calling us to himself because we are accountable to Him. The 
universe is. Every person is. And that is not vice versa. God is not accountable to 
us. God is judge and He will judge with justice. And justice will prevail. 
 
One has said that God previously took the relative lack of understanding about 
himself in consideration as he dealt with people. Now that Christ has come, there 
is more revelation so there is more responsibility. What Paul is doing here is he is 
appealing to the relationship of Creator and humanity. To God as universal judge 
over humanity which is providing the foundation for himself for sharing the Gospel 
to this group of people. 
 
When you hear “Judgment Day,” what do you think of? What goes through your 
mind? Do you think of fear? Worry? Maybe peace? Maybe nothing at all. Or 
maybe think of a movie. What goes through your mind when you think of 
judgment day? There are many interpretations of the End Times. You will hear all 
sorts of them. But the one we agree on in the Christian faith is this. We find it in 
Titus 2:13 where Paul wrote to Titus and said, “…while we wait for the blessed 
hope – the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ….” That 
is just one verse of many on the second coming of Christ. He is coming back. We 



are all but one day closer to the second coming of Jesus Christ. We are one day 
closer to that time. 
 
Our Converge Statement of Faith (Converge is the group that we align ourselves 
with here at First Baptist) says this about the End Times: 
 

“We believe in the personal and visible return of the Lord Jesus Christ 
to earth and the establishment of His kingdom. We believe in the 
resurrection of the body, the final judgment, the eternal felicity of the 
righteous, and the endless suffering of the wicked.” 

 

Judgment Day. The word “felicity” means joy and happiness. 
 
I agree with David Jeremiah and many other theologians that there are really two 
judgments, two Judgment Days. One, the Great White Throne judgment in 
Revelation 20 for those who are outside the faith, and that is eternal separation 
from God. The other is the Judgment Seat of Christ (also known as the Bema Seat 
of Christ). We find that in 2 Corinthians 5:3 and many other scriptures. But that is 
for God’s children and that is what we will be developing here today in this 
message. 
 
I would also like to add that I do a weekly blog based on our Bible Reading and 
Prayer time. We will be reading in the book of Hebrews and I will be using 
Hebrews 4:13 as a base verse as I speak more about the End Times as an extension 
of the message here today. You will find that on our Facebook page and on our 
YouTube channel. 
 
As we look at what God has in store for us in the future, we want to seek to 
combine what we read in Acts 17 with this broad statement of faith and realize 
what the application is for us. What are we going to take from this message? I 
believe it is to live wisely in our present age. To be prepared. Or as Jesus said in 
Matthew 25 in the parable of the bridegroom and bride, the ten virgins – five were 
wise and five were foolish – it is to keep watch. Live wisely. Keep watch. Be 
prepared. And that is action. It is a behavior that seeks to put what Jesus is saying, 
take it to heart, believe the promise, and live that promise before Him – an 
audience of One. Jesus says it is a wise thing to do. In fact, in Revelation 22 (the 
last chapter of the scriptures) he says, “I am coming back. My reward is with me.” 



So, I took a look at this word “reward” in scripture and the word is used 29 times! 
Why did He use that word so much? Why did He share with us so much that word 
in many allusions and many other parables to Him coming back? You see, we are 
accountable to God. There will be a judgment and there will be judgment with 
justice. And justice will prevail. 
 
You have probably seen this image of the 
Scales of Justice many times of this 
woman holding the scales blindfolded. 
 
What do we mean by judgment? What 
do we mean by justice? 
 
Judgment: a formal decision given by a court 
 

Justice: in its broadest sense, is the principle that people receive that which they 
deserve – that people are treated equally and fairly 
 
I think many times people want to say, “I want mercy. You can have justice, but I 
want mercy.” But justice really goes both ways. 
 
Is God just? What does the Word of God say about Himself and being just? Let us 
look at three verses: 
 

• Psalm 103:6 – The Lord does what is fair and executes justice for all the 
oppressed. 
o The Bible says God is just, and a just God will enact justice. Justice will 

prevail. 

• Proverbs 17:23 – The wicked take secret bribes to pervert the course of 
justice. 
o But is God going to do that? Well, we need to look at all the attributes 

of God. Not just Him being just. 

• Psalm 89:14 – Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; 
Mercy and truth go before Your face. 
o All the attributes of God coming together so that justice will prevail. 

 



I began this message about umpires and the Twins. What if we came across an 
umpire who did act the way I described, and all the calls go in favor of the Twins? 
That might be merciful for the Twins, but would that be justice? Of course not! 
That was really a rhetorical question. That umpire would be fired that night if he 
acted that way as an unjust umpire, an unjust judge for the baseball game. But 
God is just. His justice, righteousness, holiness, omniscience, omnipresence, grace, 
and mercy are administered perfectly together. 
 
I would like us to take a look at Romans 3:21-26. In this passage, we can really see 
how God’s justice and righteousness work together. 
 

Romans 3:21-26 (emphasis mine) 
But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made 
known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness 
is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 
difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through 
the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 
 

Justified – They have been declared ‘not guilty.’ They have been purchased. They 
have been bought back to Jesus. 

 

25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the 
shedding of his blood—to be received by faith.  
 

Christ is the sacrifice. He did not sacrifice a lamb, he sacrificed himself. And with 
that in mind, that atonement – that forgiveness – leads to reconciliation so that we 
have peace with God. And it is to be received by faith. 

 

He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his 
forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 
26 he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as 
to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 

 

Righteousness, holiness, and justice go together with God. He is the just Judge. His 
justice and mercy work perfectly together with His grace and His love because in 
justice He punished his Son; He did not punish you and me. So, justice was then 
administered. But not to you and me, it was administered to Christ. Then mercy 
was extended us. As we see what God has been doing in this world to people who 



have come to faith, we have got to grasp the fact that it is the work of God and 
what He has done. 
 
Do you remember when we talked about the three imputations last week? As we 
look at this, the sin of Adam has been charged to all humanity. All humanity’s sin 
has been charged then to Christ. And then all of Christ’s righteousness has been 
credited to those who believe, to those who have received. You cannot out-sin 
God’s grace. 
 
Last week we saw that there is no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus. 
 

Romans 8:1-2 
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life 
has set you free from the law of sin and death. 

 

Know those verses! Believe in those verses. There is a greater law than sin and 
death. That is the law of the Spirit and life. This is God’s world. This is His justice. 
This is how He administers justice and mercy, His grace and love, together. But 
then how do we come into this saving faith, this knowledge as we come before 
God? This week read John 13-17 all in one sitting – that is the Upper Room 
discourse, the night before Christ was betrayed. It is a beautiful passage on what 
Jesus had done before he was betrayed, and what he is going to be doing in the 
person of the Holy Spirit. 
 
John 14 tells us that the Father will be sending another advocate; the Holy Spirit 
who will be with you forever. Last week we saw how Jesus was that advocate, the 
defense attorney. Yet there is another advocate, another champion for us. And 
that is the Holy Spirit. After Easter we will be getting into the Holy Spirit sermon 
series that Jared will be bringing to us. He has been studying, he is prepared, and 
he is ready and eager to bring this to you as a person and work of the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit will meet you where you are at in your spiritual journey. 
 
John 16 he tells us how the Holy Spirit is bringing us to faith and thwarting out sin 
in order to bring repentance. We see that repentance is needed in Acts 17. The 
Holy Spirit will come with righteousness and point to Christ, and His completed 
work on the cross and resurrection, and how that righteousness is then credited to 



us. He convicts the world of sin, He convicts the world of Christ’s righteousness, 
and He convicts the world of Christ’s coming judgment. The Spirit reveals that 
justice will prevail as people who refuse to repent and believe in Jesus will be 
condemned, just as satan was condemned and defeated at the cross as we see in 
John 16:11. That is done, it just has not been fully and completely carried out yet. 
 
On Friday I was in the office at church preparing and practicing this message, and I 
was in a groove. It was going along really smoothly. Then all of a sudden, someone 
rang the doorbell outside. Cheryl answered and the man said that he would like to 
talk with a pastor. Cheryl knocks on my door and tells me that there is a man 
outside who would like to talk with a pastor. I thought, “Oh man! I am in a groove 
right now. I do not want to take a break.” But I remembered about divine 
appointments. God has these divine appointments for us every day. So, I went 
down and started talking to the man.  
 
This man was just released minutes ago from the Isanti County jail right down the 
road. He was walking on Main Street – long story short – he was seeking to get 
connected with a friend of his who would be able to take him to St. Paul and away 
from all the riff raft that had got him into trouble. But as he was walking on Main 
Street and starting to pass First Baptist going north, he just felt a tug for him to be 
brought into the building. He had no intention of coming here. As I started talking 
with him, I realized that God has a plan here. I started praying for him and started 
revealing to him about sin and the coming judgment, and the righteousness of 
Christ. And that apart from Christ, there is eternal separation. But that God’s love 
for Him is real and true. Now, he had some religion, but he did not have Christ. But 
he left this building saved as a Son of God, a child of God, because he prayed to 
receive Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior. 
 
You see, people, God is still at work in this world, and He is bringing people to a 
saving faith in Him right in our own community. And we seek to be expanding our 
sphere of influence wherever God is leading us. Are you praying that God would 
expand your sphere of influence into the lives of others as you represent Him? 
 
As we come before God in this message of “Justice Will Prevail,” and keeping this 
in mind, let us look at these different promises in the context of the big picture of 



things as to what God has done, is doing, and will do for Judgment Day is in the 
future. 
 
Last week we looked at justification, and that is the start of the process of our 
salvation. 
 

Justification = Past tense. I have been saved/set free from 
the penalty of sin. I have been saved for Jesus. 
 

I am now a Christian. I am in Christ. I have been declared 
“not guilty” of my sins by my Creator. 

 
As we look at Romans 8:29-30 it really gives a concise explanation of this salvation 
process. Paul is writing to the Romans and to us. 
 

Romans 8:29-30 
For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of his Son,… 
 

That is sanctification. That is what discipleship seeks to be doing – to be helping 
people know, love, and become like Jesus. To be like Christ, that transformation – 
not sanctification; that is after justification. 

 

…that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.  
 

Meaning He is preeminent. He is the first in rank. 
 

And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also 
justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 

 
Now there is still human responsibility here as we still have a choice to sin or not. 
Just because I have been justified and declared “not guilty,” does that make me 
free to sin? Paul says in Romans 1 and 2, By no means! Now I get to live for Christ. I 
get to. I am free to live for Christ and in faithful service. You see, faith alone saves. 
But it is a faith that is not alone. 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 we know as the Justification verse. 
 

For by grace you have been saved through faith–and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God–not by works, so that no one will boast. 



And then the Sanctification verse (vs. 10) right after that. 
 

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

 
Sanctification = Present tense. 
I am being saved/set free from the power of sin. I am being 
saved for Jesus. Now I get to live for Him. I do not have to 
earn anything. It is all about seeking His glory, His will in 
faithful service to Him.  
 

I am now maturing in living as a Christian. Christ is living 
through me. I am living out my life toward Christ-likeness 
under the Lordship of Christ as a forgiven child of God. 

 
But some things are not my job to do. Yes, we have laws in this land. Yes, we have 
courts. But I love what Paul wrote in Romans 12:19-21. 
 

Romans 12:19-21 
Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, 
for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. On 
the contrary: 
 

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something 
to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 
 

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
And lead that person by your loving lifestyle to Christ. That you are not seeking 
revenge, not living in bitterness, but seeking that person’s welfare. That is God’s 
job to take care of certain things. He said, “Do not be taking revenge. That is my 
job. I am the just Judge.” No one is going to get away with anything here in this 
world. God oversees all. He knows all. And He is just in all of His judgments. 
 
You know, just living in these COVID times this last year or so, and even longer 
back as well, there is just so much depression, and moping, and in the blues, and it 
has just been very difficult for people. You know, anyone can fall into that trap. It 
is real. These are some things that we have to deal with as God leads us to deal 
with them and cope to through them. And the essence of grief of loss – those 



things are real but let us deal with it the way God is looking to be dealing with it in 
our life. I believe one of the ways He is looking to deal with it in our life is giving us 
unshakable hope in Him, and the promises of Him, and in the future that we have 
in Him. You see, God does not make promises that He cannot keep. A promise is 
only as good as the promise-maker. 
 
I remember when our kids were little, still true to this day with my wife and me, 
but we would rarely use the word “promise.” Like, “I promise we will do this.” We 
always would say, “It is a plan, not a promise.” Because we did not want our kids 
to think that we broke our promise to them. And we wanted them to rely on the 
truth of the promises of God. To see God’s promises to be true and always as 
through us as parents. 
 
As believers, we have built our lives on the promises as a foundation of our lives as 
an anchor for the soul. So, as we went through these 12 weeks of Unshakable 
Hope, lets review these 12 promises together. 
 

12 Promises of God 
Week 1 You are stamped with God’s image 
Week 2 God will win the victory 
Week 3 You are an heir of God 
Week 4 Your prayers have power 
Week 5 God gives grace to the humble 
Week 6 God gets you 
Week 7 Jesus is praying for you 
Week 8 Death has been defeated 
Week 9 Joy is coming soon 
Week 10 You will have power 
Week 11 There is no condemnation in Christ 
Week 12 Justice will prevail 

 
If you do not act on a promise, do you really believe it? Are you acting on the 
promises of God as His children? We need to ask ourselves if we are acting on His 
promises. And as we act on those promises, it is an opportunity for us to mature. It 
is our sanctification process. Again, what a disciple seeks to be doing. 
 



I love how Peter wrote about this: 
 

1 Peter 2:1-3 
Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, 
and slander of every kind. Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual 
milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have 
tasted that the Lord is good. 

 
As we have that relationship with Him. As we live before an audience of One. 
Some of us are new in Christ. Some of us are learning how to be growing in Christ. 
And then becoming close to Christ. Then Christ-centered where Christ is the most 
important person in your life. Where are you in your spiritual journey? Where is 
God seeking to be taking you next? Jesus has a call. I love how he mentions this in 
Matthew 16 when speaking to his disciples. 
 

Matthew 16:24-26 
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever 
wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me 
will find it.  
 

Find out why you are here in this world when you get connected with your Creator. 
 

What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit 
their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?” 

 
What He is saying here is that a relationship with Me is better than having 
everything in the world. That is God! He is calling us into this relationship. And as 
He calls us into this relationship we come before Him (and there is one more verse 
that we are going to get to in this passage – verse 27 – but I am going to hold off 
on that for just a minute). Remember we talked about being justified – declared 
not guilty – being saved from the penalty of sin; being sanctified – that is an 
ongoing process, present tense, I am being saved, being set free from the very 
power of sin; and then: 
 

Glorification = Future tense. 
I will be saved/set free from the presence of sin...for Jesus.  
 



I will be like Christ. I am living out my life in my new 
resurrected, glorified body as my mortal body has perished. 

 

1 John 3:2 
We know that when Christ appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall 
see Him as He is. 

 
There is a story of a missionary couple who left Africa. This was over 100 years 
ago, and Teddy Roosevelt was President. They were both returning on a ship and 
did not know each other. When they docked in New York, Roosevelt was greeted 
by fanfare and applause and everything! But this missionary couple who had been 
serving for years and years got off the ship and there was no one there to greet 
them. That just so depressed the husband. “We have been serving the Lord 
faithfully for so many years and there is no one here to greet us now that we are 
home.” Then his wife leaned over and said to him, “We are not home yet.” 
 
You see, people, we are not home yet. One day we will have glorified bodies, 
standing and facing Jesus at the Judgment Seat of Christ. (2 Corinthians 5, 1 
Corinthians 3, and so many other passages.) This is for believers and believers 
only. This is not for our salvation; it is for our faithful service. Why does God tell us 
that there are rewards in Christ? Look at this next verse. What does He say after 
what He just talked about regarding following Him? 
 

Matthew 16:27 
For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his 
angels, and then he will reward each person according to what they 
have done. 

 

That word “reward” is mentioned 29 times in scripture! And many other allusions 
and parables. See, God is not into pop quizzes. He wants us to be ready. He wants 
us to keep watch. He wants us to be prepared. He wants us to live wisely. As we 
get to do the things that He is calling us to do in our life, we do them for His glory. 
We get to do what He has called us to do. So, let us be absolutely clear that we are 
all equally justified through the blood of Christ. We stand before God in the 
perfection and completion of Christ. Therefore, there is no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus. None! He did it all for you and for me. 
 



The New Testament also teaches that God assesses us – how we actually did live 
our lives. That is our sanctification. It is not for our salvation. God seeks to bless His 
children for their faithfulness as a child of God in His calling on your life and mine. 
Paul wrote that the only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. 
Trusting God. Loving another person. That is what God is calling us to do in this 
world. The Bible underscores the responsibility of believers – you and I – to live 
according to what we believe. 
 
Now think about it. If we did not live according to our beliefs, what is that? 
Hypocrisy. We want to be seeking to glorify God through faithful service to Him. 
Salvation is a matter of faith. Rewards depend on faithfulness to Him. And He 
equips us. “I can all things through Christ who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13) 
I can do all things He has prepared in advance for me to do. And things that He has 
given for me to do are going to be good for me. He is sovereign! He loves me! He is 
seeking to build me up. He is seeking to build you up as a child of the living God to 
represent Him in this world. He loves you and He is still on the move! He is still 
saving people. He is still transforming people. And He is coming back! We are one 
day closer to the Second Coming today. 
 
As I close this message, for me, like you, I just want to please God. Before I start 
every message, I pray the Psalm 19:14 passage, “May these words of my mouth 
and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, Lord, my Rock and my 
Redeemer.” 
 
Right now, I am simply preaching before an audience of One to a congregation. I 
preach to myself first. I cannot preach unless it is in my heart. And from my heart 
to yours, live faithfully as the faithful servant of God. Be faithful in your service 
before an audience of One as you get to love another person. Seek to please Him 
every day and receive God’s pleasure however He wants to give it to you in this 
world or maybe He just might be waiting to bless you in the next. 
 
As I close this message, I am going to close with two verses. I love these passages. 
They just so motivate me and speak to my heart. 
 

1 Corinthians 2:9 
As it is written: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has 
conceived what God has prepared for those who love him.” 



Matthew 25:21 
“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have 
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. 
Come and share your master’s happiness!’” 

 
Let us pray. 
 

Heavenly Father, we come before an audience of One right now in prayer. 
Lord, your Word is true. We trust in your promises of what you said. We look 
forward to the future. But, Lord, we cannot do it apart from you. We need 
You. We depend on You. We seek You. Meet us at our point of need, God, 
and fill us with your Spirit to overflowing. Lord, hear the prayers of our hearts 
now as we come before You silently. And as we come before You, God, we 
come with unshakable hope with your promises as an anchor for our souls. 
We trust in the sovereign God of this universe. 
 

And now, O Lord, we simply want to praise You not just with our lips but with 
our heart as we sing from our heart through our lips to You. And we sing 
before an audience of One. We worship you, God. And God’s people said, 
“Amen.” And Amen.  

 
God is at work in this world. He is at work all around your life and He is inviting you 
to join Him each and every moment of each and every day. Lean into Him and the 
unshakable hope of God and His Word. He is calling you. Answer Him and He will 
equip you and give you joy beyond imagination until one day He calls you home. 
Until then, may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. (And also, with you.) 
 
Seek God. Be family. And love one another. Take care and have a great week! 


