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Good morning! Welcome to our Traditional worship service here at First Baptist 
Church. Whether you are here in person or joining us online, we are glad that you 
are here to worship with us this morning. Our service will begin in a few minutes, 
but I do want to share a few announcements so if you are still making your way in 
or settling in at home, that is just fine. 
 
We do have a budget hearing following the service at 10am. It will be in room 201 
so if you are here in the building, we would love to have you join us for that. If you 
are worshiping online and you would like to come in, you are more than welcome 
to come in. We are going to be looking at next fiscal year which begins April 1. We 
would love to have you come and hear what God has instore for us in this new 
year, answer any questions that you might have, and pray about God’s will being 
done in our church family. 
 
We also want to let you know that our Set the PACE course which we offered in 
person and via Zoom this fall is now fully online. This is a class that we would love 
to have every single adult at First Baptist Church go through at some point in time. 
It is found on our website where you can find all of the videos as well as a 
teacher’s guide, a participant’s guide, lots of other great information, and if you 
prefer to go straight to our YouTube channel, all of the videos can be found there 
as well. We would love for you to take part in that at some point in time. You can 
do that on your own, maybe with your spouse, maybe with a group of friends, 
your LIFEgroup. There are lots of great ways to take this course. 
 
Easter is coming! It probably does not feel like it in the snow globe that we are 
living in today, but Easter is just around the corner. We want to remind you again 
that we have three services planned on Easter, so the schedule is a little bit 
different. At 8:30am we will have our Traditional Easter worship service in the 



Sanctuary and online. At 9:45am and 11am we will have Contemporary Easter 
worship services in the Multipurpose room and again online. So, plan to join us for 
one of those services. If you have children or youth, grandchildren who will be 
coming with you, during the 9:45am and 11am services we have both the full-hour 
childcare for our youngest kids and for our elementary kids we will have Children’s 
Church which will take place during the message portion of those services. 
 
We also want to let you know (and this is something that we do every year) that 
we have our Easter Garden. We love to decorate the front of this platform and in 
the Multipurpose room with flowers that you purchase in honor of someone 
important in your life, or in memory of someone important in your life. The order 
forms are on our website. On the Events tab you can find that information and a 
form to fill out if you would like to order online. We also have paper copies in the 
building on the windowsill right near the main offices. There is also a link in the 
Friday email that is sent out each week. So, through one of those ways we would 
love to include a flower on behalf of someone you love, that you are honoring or 
remembering for Easter Sunday. So, get those turned in here in the next few 
weeks. 
 
Finally, just to let you know that you might have someone in your life who might 
need a little extra love, encouragement, maybe some help – we would love to 
bless them, encourage them, and help them in prayer and especially through our 
Community Care fund. So, if you know someone who has a specific need, share 
with them that as a church family we would love to unleash God’s mercy and hope 
in their life through meeting practical, tangible needs that they might have 
through our Community Care ministry. You can contact the church office, or they 
can contact us directly if you would like to get connected with the opportunities to 
bless them through that ministry.  
 
If you are a guest with us, we are so glad that you are worshiping with us. We want 
to welcome you. Thank you for being here. If you are in person, we would love to 
connect with you while you are here this morning. If you are worshiping online, go 
to our website at firstbaptistcambridge.org and on the homepage you will find an 
online Connection card. We encourage you to fill out as much of that information 
as you feel comfortable and submit that to us so that we can welcome you and 
thank you for being with us this morning. 



Will you join me in prayer as we begin our time of worship together? 
 

Lord Jesus, we are here because you are King and Lord. You rule and reign 
over all. We thank you for these amazing promises that you have given to us 
in your Word and we pray that you would continue to encourage and 
strengthen us as we study them together as we learn and grow and pursue 
you as we love others in your name. Jesus, in this year as we unite as family 
to enjoy and unleash your mercy and hope, may great things happen in this 
church, in this community, and to the ends of the earth as a result of our 
faithful pursuit of you, obedience to you, the ways that we love you, and love 
and serve other people. We pray that you would use this service now to 
encourage and strengthen us, to make your name great, and to see your 
Gospel go forth. We pray this in your name, Jesus. Amen. 

 
For those of you who might be newer to First Baptist, you might not be aware that 
God has us on a Vision journey and in this season of our Vision journey our Fourth 
Focus is about “Uniting as family to enjoy and unleash God’s mercy and hope.” 
That is something that is happening right here in Cambridge and Isanti within the 
people of First Baptist Church, and it is something that is happening through the 
people of First Baptist Church all over the world through our missionary partners. 
Last Sunday, we had the opportunity to hear from Duane Tweeten and send him 
out. He is already on his way down in Brazil and his family will be joining him soon. 
Continue to pray for him. 
 
This morning, Mary Moline, who is the head of our Global Outreach Team (GO 
Team), is going to share about another way that God is unleashing His mercy and 
hope through you, First Baptist Church. Thank you for sharing with us this 
morning, Mary. 
 

Thank you, Jared. I am here today to thank you – the people of First Baptist. 
We, the missions committee, receive information from our missionaries 
throughout the year. But often, you do not hear what is happening on the 
mission field. The following is a report from Shawn and Brad Johnson of 
Recycled Lives. Shawn and Brad are from Cambridge and minister in 
Guatemala. Shawn wrote: 

 



“We thank God for the blessing of the amazingly supportive home 
church. The body of Christ is moving in miraculous ways to show God’s 
love to the people we minister to in Guatemala.  
 

“COVID has been a time of many struggles. But we were able to meet 
some huge needs caused by the pandemic and we praise God! Serving 
during the COVID crisis has smacked us hard in the face and showed us 
just how close families in Guatemala walk between having just enough 
and starvation. But God provided. We made new ministry connections 
and now we can serve in more areas. This has been an answer to years 
of prayer. Since last April, we needed to increase the amount of food to 
approximately 560 people. The price of food has almost doubled. God 
provided extra donations, so we have distributed approximately 35,000 
pounds of food through our regular food program, and an additional 
50,000 pounds of food to eight neighboring villages. 
 

We needed more help in order to package and store food. We emptied 
our garage, our dining room, and a storage room that has space. We 
were discouraged. Then we received a message from one of our 
Guatemalan friends. They saw what we were doing, and God prompted 
them to call us to see if they could help. Their family and their workers 
from their own business have easily packaged tens of thousands of 
pounds of rice and beans. It brought them closer to God and together 
as a family and work group. It was truly a miracle connection.” 

 

I want you to know that you here at First Baptist help support 17 missionary 
couples, and that your prayers and support do make a huge difference. You 
are extending a “cup of cold water” in the saving grace of Jesus Christ to 
many in Guatemala and around the world. You are a blessing! Thank you. 

 
Praise the Lord! Thank you so much, Mary. If you want to learn more about Brad 
and Shawn, you can certainly go onto our website, you can reach out to Mary, or 
other members of the GO Team. Every time you give to First Baptist Church, a 
portion of every gift goes to supporting our missionaries all over the world. I know 
many of you are already personally supporting many of our missionaries through 
direct giving to them. So, thank you for being part of unleashing God’s mercy and 
hope in Guatemala and other parts of God’s world. 
 



Will you join me in prayer as we turn to the Lord’s Word together? 
 

God, we thank you so much for the opportunity to love and bless and serve 
You as we love and bless and serve people in this community and to the ends 
of the earth. We thank you for this praise report about the ways that you 
have unleashed your mercy and hope through this church family and through 
many others who are supporting Brad and Shawn down in Guatemala. We 
pray, Lord, that you would only increase the opportunities to bless and care 
for those who are most desperate and most needy in these communities that 
they are serving.  
 

We thank you for the increased giving that has occurred that has allowed 
them to purchase and give away even more food. We pray that would 
continue to increase, Lord, and that more and more people who would say 
“yes” to being part of their personal team – those who are praying for them, 
those who are giving to that ministry, and those who are willing to go down 
to Guatemala for a week or two or a month and serve alongside them.  
 

We pray that same thing for all of our missionaries, Lord. That they would be 
blessed richly by you so they can carry out your work in powerful and 
effective ways in the lives of people who desperately that “cup of cold 
water” from you, who desperately need food and love and care, who need 
the Gospel – the Good News – that you have made a way for them to receive 
eternal life and experience life with you each and every day. We pray, Lord, 
that that would increase. 
 

We pray as we turn to your Word now that you would encourage us and 
strengthen us. Help us to grow, Lord. We want to be like you both personally 
and corporately so we pray that you would do that work in us. We ask these 
things in your name. Amen. 

 
If you are someone who likes to keep track of the Words of the Day, this morning 
in addition to any names of God that I use, you can add to that the word, “joy” 
because we are looking at this promise that God has given us that helps us have 
unshakable hope that joy is coming soon. Joy is coming soon! If you are a follower 
of Jesus Christ, joy is always available to you. It is at your disposal. It is at your 
fingertips. And that is what we are going to talk about more over the course of the 
next 25 minutes or so. 



In the darkness of July 3 and 4, 
1976, Israeli troops launched 
Operation Entebbe which is 
widely considered the most 
daring rescue in human history 
in order to save Jewish hostages 
whose plan had been hijacked. 
They landed a cargo plane at 
Entebbe International Airport in 
Uganda, Africa.   
 
 
They stormed the old terminal 
there and gathered the hostages 
into the waiting C130 while 
engaged in combat with the 
hijackers. And in the morning 
sunshine of July 4, 1976, that 
huge plane landed at   an airport 
in Israel carrying the rescued 
hostages. A huge crowd awaited 
them and celebrated their 
arrival. 
 
 
So, as the United States was 
celebrating 200 years of 
independence as a nation, Israel 
and much of the rest of the 
world was celebrating the most 
audacious hostage rescue in 
human history.  
 
 
 
 



Here is the front cover of the Los 
Angeles Times. You will notice that 
the articles in smaller type are odes 
to the country in celebration of 200 
years, and then a much larger type, 
“Hostages Freed by Israel Raiders” 
declaring this joyous occasion of 
the hostages being rescued. 
 
 
 
 
Now for those rescued, a week of 
dark nights filled with fears of 
certain death certainly turned into 
inexpressible joy as the front page 
of the Jerusalem Post boldly 
proclaims. 
 
 
  
 
Now you and I might not face that kind of suffering and weeping at the hands of 
actual terrorists, but we all face trials and struggles and difficulties that sometimes 
seem to never end. I think many of us over the course of this past year have felt 
like hostages. No, there was not someone who was literally holding us hostage, 
and yet because of the pandemic and because of the financial fallout and all kinds 
of other trials and challenges that have come, we have felt like hostages maybe in 
our own homes. And God has an incredible promise that he gives to us. 
 
God understands about our human condition that we are going to face trials and 
suffering and weeping for all kinds of reasons and he gives us an unshakable 
promise.  
 

Psalm 30:5b 
Weeping may last through the night, but joy comes with the morning. 

 



The unshakable promise that God gives to you and me is that joy is coming soon! 
Even when we are in those difficult places, even when we are weeping and maybe 
confused, hurt, sad, frustrated, that joy is coming soon. Joy is available to you and 
me as followers of Jesus Christ. So, let us unpack this a little bit more together this 
morning. 
 
First of all, it is important to remember and understand (and we have mentioned 
this in a couple of other messages in this series) that Jesus plainly told his followers 
that life is not easy. If you are a follower of Jesus Christ, you are not promised 
nothing but “Goldilocks-type” experiences. (Well, Goldilocks had some trials in 
there too, didn’t she?) You are not promised this wonderful, joy-filled life where 
nothing ever goes wrong. No, we are promised that life will be difficult.  
 
In fact, Jesus said this to his followers: 
 

John 16:33 
In this world you will have trouble. 

 

It is going to happen! Troubles are going to come. And trouble can often times 
bring with it feelings of fear, darkness, loneliness, and despair. I think many of us 
have experienced that over the last 12 months as we have endured the trials this 
season has brought. 
 
King David experienced these kinds of trials and the fear, the loneliness, the 
desperation, the isolation that those trials brought in his life. Listen to what David 
said. 
 

Psalm 31:9-10 
Be merciful to me, Lord, for I am in distress; my eyes grow weak with 
sorrow, my soul and body with grief. 10 My life is consumed by anguish 
and my years of groaning; my strength fails because of my affliction, 
and my bones grow weak. 

 
How many of us can relate to David? We have experienced anguish. For years we 
have been groaning. We feel like our strength is failing us because of our affliction. 
We are weary and growing weak. I think many of us can relate to that. 
 



And these troubles that we experience, these trials that we go through can at 
times seem endless. We have church family members who have been battling 
serious illnesses or cancer or things of that nature for years and years. It can seem 
that that dark night, that dark trial will never end. And often times, if we are not 
going to Jesus and crying out to him, and trusting in him, that can erase the hope 
that we can have in God and create despair in our lives. Again, listen to what David 
said in Psalm 22:1. 
 

Psalm 22:1 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from 
saving me, so far from my cries of anguish? 

 

Sometimes it feels like even though we are crying out to God, we are trusting in 
Him, we desire Him, that He is not answering us, He is not with us, He is not saving 
us in the ways that we desire Him to. And it is okay to feel that way. It is okay to 
bring those concerns, to make those cries of your heart to God. God is big enough 
to hear all of our anguish, all of our frustration, all of our confusion, all of our 
questions. He wants us to go to Him in those moments, to cry out to our Abba 
Father saying, “God, where are you in the midst of the struggling, the suffering, 
the weeping, that I am enduring?” 
 
However, the Bible is clear that these trials, pain, sorrows, and troubles do not 
have the last word in the life of a follower of Jesus Christ. David is a powerful 
example of this. So many of the heroes of our faith in Scripture are powerful 
examples of this – that pain, trial, sorrow, and troubles do not have the last word. 
There is joy for those who worship Jesus Christ even in the midst of the ongoing 
trials and sufferings that we may be enduring. 
 
We are going to look at the example of Mary Magdalene who understood in a 
powerful way both the sorrow and grief, the sadness and suffering that a follower 
of Jesus can endure. But also, this promise of God that “joy comes with the 
morning.” The Gospels refer to Mary Magdalene at least 12 different times. She 
had been possessed by seven demons (we are going to look at a passage in just a 
moment that refers to that) and she, along with many other women, were primary 
financial supporters of Jesus and His disciples as He was doing His earthly ministry 
healing and blessing and teaching so many people.  
 



Open your Bibles to Luke 8. I am going to read verses 1-3. This helps us learn a 
little bit more about Mary and understand what God did in her and through her in 
the suffering that turned to joy. 
 

Luke 8:1-3 
After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were 
with him, 2 and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits 
and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had 
come out; 3 Joanna the wife of Chuza, the manager of 
Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others. These women were 
helping to support them out of their own means. 

 

Mary was a follower of Jesus Christ who believed that He was the Messiah and the 
One who had come to set people free, and she had experienced that in a very 
personal and profound way. She had been possessed by demons and Jesus had 
healed her and cast out those demons and freed her from that torment, that trial, 
that pain. So, she had already experienced incredible joy in the midst of the sorrow 
and trials that she had endured for so many years. And as a follower of Jesus Christ 
her hopes would have been crushed when Jesus was crucified. She was an 
eyewitness to those events. 
 

John 19:25 
Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the 
wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 

 

She was right there as her Lord, her Savior, her King, her Messiah hung on the 
cross and breathed His last. Imagine the anguish, the heartache, the confusion, the 
frustration, and being overwhelmed with grief in those moments! 
 
Mary went to the tomb shortly after Jesus died. He had been hastily buried 
because Passover was coming, and they needed to be ritually clean. You could not 
handle a dead body and be ritually clean. So, Mary went to the tomb to properly 
prepare his body for burial. 
 

John 20:1 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 
removed from the entrance. 



Mary is a witness to the resurrection, but she does not know that yet. She shows 
up at the tomb ready to prepare Jesus’ body properly for burial and all of a 
sudden, the stone had been rolled away. At first, she is very confused, and she tells 
Peter and John that Jesus’ body was missing. She then goes back to the tomb and 
encounters two angels inside the tomb. Listen to this interaction in verses 11-12. 
 

John 20:11-12 
Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to 
look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ 
body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 

 

Her confusion, I am sure, was only building at this point in time! She is having this 
little interaction she does not maybe know fully that these are angelic beings. She 
does not understand fully that Jesus has risen from the grave. She thinks that 
someone has taken his body. And that is what we see here. But listen to the joyous 
thing that happens to her. The person Jesus first speaks to – the first one He 
interacts with post-resurrection – is Mary. 
 
I am going to invite you to stand as I read this text. At First Baptist, we stand for 
the main text of the day to show reverence, and awe, and wonder that God speaks 
to us in his Word, and readiness to put it into action and to obey what God is 
calling us to as his people. 
 

John 20:13-16 
They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 
 

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where 
they have put him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.  
 

15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking 
for?” 
 

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him 
away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” 
 

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
 

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which 
means “Teacher”). 

 



You may be seated. 
 
The crucifixion of Jesus was the darkest night that I believe any of his disciples had 
ever endured to that point. It was an incredible trial. It brought sorrow, grief, and 
fear in ways that we probably cannot even imagine! They had lost their friend, 
teacher, and Savior. The One they had put their hope and trust in. But that trial, 
sorrow, pain, confusion, and sadness was not the end because joy came in the 
morning. Jesus rose again from the grave. Jesus conquered death and He gave 
them the greatest reason (and us) to celebrate and experience joy even in the 
midst of the trials that we might be enduring individually and together.  
 
Joy comes in the morning because Jesus is alive. Jesus is alive! He is alive in this 
world and he is living in you and in me. If we have placed our faith in him, He sends 
his Holy Spirit to dwell in us. The Spirit of God is the presence of Jesus Christ in you 
and me. Therefore, the source of all joy in the entire universe lives within you and 
me and He can be accessed by us at any time. Even in the suffering that will come 
our way. 
 
So, how can we live this out? How can we apply this to our lives? First, we need to 
understand and recognize that God has this special promise for all people today 
with heavy hearts – that joy is coming soon, that joy is yours, that joy lives in you.  
 
Imagine Mary’s joy after the deep sorrow of Jesus’ cruel death and cold burial. Her 
weeping burst into eternal joy. I cannot wait to get to heaven and then some time 
in the billions, trillions, and quadrillions of years we will have there with God and 
with other followers of Jesus Christ, I am going to sit down with Mary and ask for 
her first-hand account of what that morning was like to be that first witness to 
hear Jesus speak after being risen from the grave. What a powerful story to share 
with me at some point in time! 
 
Notice that Jesus appeared to her first after his glorious resurrection. Could Jesus 
have appeared to anyone he wanted to after he rose from the grave? Yes. 
Absolutely. He did not choose Peter, the Rock upon whom he would build his 
Church. He did not choose John, the disciple whom he loved. He did not choose 
any of the 12 disciples. He chose this woman who had suffered so much in her life, 
who had suffered the loss of being physically present watching her Savior having 



been beaten, whipped, lashed, and spat upon. Having watched all of that, she saw 
him hang on the cross and breath his last. Jesus chose to reveal himself first to her.  
Why? Why? Think about that. No Epistle bears her name. No New Testament story 
describes her work after the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Why did Jesus create this 
moment for Mary Magdalene? Perhaps Jesus did so to send this promise of hope 
to all the heavy-hearted “ordinary” people out there.  
 
You see, we probably at times tend to think, “Yeah, for heroes of the faith, for the 
giants of the faith…. We have lost some incredible brothers and sisters in Christ 
over this last year and many of them were incredible examples to us as we saw 
their great faith. Surely God would come through for them and provide hope for 
them in the midst of their suffering and trials. You think of Rollie Reasoner and 
Larry Seiffert. The way that these men endured incredible suffering and trials 
toward the end of their life and yet had so much joy, of course God would provide 
that for them. But for me? I am a broken person. I am a sinner. I struggle in so 
many ways.” I believe that maybe Jesus wanted to send this message to all of us 
who are just “ordinary” Christians. But the joy of the Lord is OUR strength. It is 
available to us as well. 
 
I think Jesus is declaring to her and to all of us, “Wait and watch for the morning!” 
We should walk toward Jesus even if the trail is bleak, dangerous, and dark! We 
should expect to hear Jesus calling our name because He knows our name and He 
loves us! No matter what you are going through in your life, Jesus knows you. He 
loves you. And He is calling to you by name. 
 
Jesus is Lord even over the darkest, hardest, scariest, saddest, most painful, and 
difficult night that you may ever endure. Even if that night goes on for weeks and 
months and years, Jesus is Lord over that. He rules and reigns over all things, over 
all people, over all circumstances, over all times. And His joy is for you and for me. 
 
My question for you this morning is this. What troubles have you faced or are 
facing right now? The reality is that I think a lot of us have endured troubles and 
trials over this last year. Some of us, as I mentioned last week and earlier in the 
series, have endured trials on top of trials, sorrows on top of sorrows, grief on top 
of grief. We might feel completely overwhelmed and yet this promise is for you. 
Jesus is with you. He has conquered sin and death. Evil will be vanquished once 



and for all. We can rest and trust in Him and the promises that He has given us. 
Pain is real and can be searing at times. But it is not everlasting. Whereas joy in the 
Lord IS everlasting. The love of our God IS everlasting. The life that He has for you 
and for me as we trust in Him IS an everlasting kind of life. Despair will not rule the 
day. The clouds may eclipse the sun for a moment, but they cannot eliminate it. 
Night may prolong the dawn, but it cannot defeat it. Morning always comes and 
joy comes with the morning. 
 
I invite you this morning to prayerfully cry out to God. To ask Him to help you cling 
to this promise that joy is yours. That it is a gift that He wants to give you each and 
every day. That as you suffer, as you struggle, as troubles surround your life, that 
Jesus is with you. He loves you and He wants to carry you through those trials. 
 
As I have shared, the past couple of years have been for us a season of trial after 
trial, trouble after trouble. This past week, Mandy and I were back down at Mayo 
and she was receiving a treatment. On our way home, she played a song that one 
of her good friends had recently passed on to her. I thought the words of this song 
so beautifully capture this understanding of joy that we can have even in the midst 
of suffering and trials and troubles, and the way that we respond to who our God 
is and these amazing promises in the midst of those sufferings and pain.  
 
These are the lyrics of “Hallelujah Even Here” by Lydia Laird. 
 

Right now I feel a little overwhelmed 
Right now I could really use some help 
Right now I don’t feel like it is well with my soul 
I’ve tried to find a way around the mess 
I’ve prayed in faith that the night would end 
Right here when I just can’t understand I’ll lift my hands 
 

Hallelujah when the storm is relentless 
Hallelujah when the battle is endless 
In the middle of the in between 
In the middle of the questioning 
Over every worry, every fear 
Hallelujah even here 
Hallelujah even here 



Somehow I bow and my heart gets free 
Too far, too hard becomes so easy 
I find peace here in surrendering in letting go 
Sometimes nothing left to give 
Becomes the sweetest offering 
And sometimes choosing just to sing 
Is the thing that changes everything 
 

Hallelujah when the storm is relentless 
Hallelujah when the battle is endless 
In the middle of the in between 
In the middle of the questioning 
Over every worry, every fear 
Hallelujah even here 
Hallelujah even here 
Hallelujah even here 

 
The joy of the Lord is our strength and even here in the midst of the troubles and 
trials and pain we can declare Hallelujah! Hallelujah. We worship you, Jesus. We 
receive these gifts, these promises, these blessings. We live by your joy even in the 
suffering. Let us pray together. 
 

Jesus, we thank you that you understand what it is like to walk in our shoes. 
You understand what it is like to be overwhelmed by sorrow. You understand 
what it is like to have grief to go through, trials and trouble and pain. You 
endured it all, Lord. And as the writer of Hebrews said, “But for the joy set 
before you, you endured the cross.” You embraced joy even in the midst of 
your darkest night knowing that you were about to give your life and die for 
our sins, knowing that you were about to be separated for the first time in all 
of history, all of eternity, from your Father and from the Holy Spirit. You 
endured that. And you did that for the joy that was set before you: the joy of 
honoring your Father, the joy of fulfilling your mission, the joy of knowing 
that your death would make a way for all of us to be forgiven of our sins and 
redeemed and brought back into your loving eternal family. We thank you, 
Jesus, for being a powerful example for us in this.  
 

And we pray, Jesus, that you would help us to embrace the joy that you offer 
us even in the trials and troubles and pain. We thank you that you are with 



us and that you call our name. That you are the Risen Lord and Savior who 
has conquered sin and death and satan, and that we will one day be with you 
in glory where there will be no more sin or sadness, no more curse, no more 
pain, no more suffering. And for all of eternity we will worship you, Jesus. We 
will worship You. Thank you for these life-changing truths, the promises that 
you have made to us, and the unshakable hope that we can have in You. We 
pray this in your holy and powerful name. Amen. 

 

Will you stand? 
 
May you receive all of the joy that is rightfully yours in Jesus Christ; the source of 
all joy in the universe lives in you if you have placed your faith in Him. And if you 
have not cried out to Jesus, if you have not yet received His forgiveness and 
salvation, may today be that day saying, “Jesus, I need you. Forgive me of my sins. 
Come into my life. Be my Lord and Savior and help me to live for you each day and 
experience the joy that you have for me even in the midst of the troubles that 
come my way.” That would be our greatest prayer for you. That you would receive 
that gift and give yourself to the Lord. And if you want to talk with someone about 
that, we have people who are here this morning who would love to talk with you. 
If you are worshiping online, please contact us. We would love to talk with you and 
pray with you about placing your faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Lord, bless your children with joy. We have all endured troubles over this last 
year. We have all grown weary. We are all struggling and suffering in some 
way. Give us joy even in the midst of that knowing that You are with us, that 
You love us, and that You will carry us through. 
 

We thank you, Lord, for hearing and answering these prayers. And we pray 
them in your matchless name, Jesus. Amen. 

 

Have a blessed day! 
 


