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Happy Valentine’s Day! We are so glad that you are worshiping with us. Whether 
you are here in the building or at home, we trust that you are warm and that you 
are experiencing the love of our God. Our God is love! That is what the Scriptures 
teach us, and we hope that His love is warming you on this very frigid Sunday 
morning. 
 
Our service is going to begin in a few minutes, but there are a couple of 
announcements that I want to share with all of you. The first two of them are tied 
to love and the first is this – we want to let you know and remind you in terms of 
your relationship with people in the community that we as a church staff at First 
Baptist are here for you! And we love you! And we want to help you, and serve 
you, and care for you, and pray for you in all kinds of ways. So, just as a reminder, 
Monday – Thursday our church building is open from 8:30am – 3:30pm. We would 
love to connect with you if you want to just come here. You will find staff 
members who will be eager to speak with you, encourage you, and pray with you. 
You can also call us, call the main office, or many of you know our personal 
extensions. But if you call the main office, we would love to connect with you over 
the phone. Emails is another way that works. On our website at 
firstbaptistcambridge.org you can find all of our email addresses. We want to let 
you know that we are here for you, we love you, and we want to bless and 
encourage you in any way that we can. 
 
As another tie-in to love, we want to thank you as a staff for the Love Gift. We just 
received those recently and it is an incredible blessing to be on staff at a church 
that loves us the way that you do. The way that you encourage us. The way that 
you pray for us. The way that you support us. The way that you give generously 
each year to the Love Gift is an incredible encouragement to us. So, thank you for 
loving us as you do. 



Also, I want to remind you that this Wednesday is Ash Wednesday which starts the 
season of Lent. Lent is a 46-day period. The Sundays during Lent are not part of the 
Lenten observation, so there are actually 40 days of the Lenten season to mark the 
40 days that Jesus spent in the wilderness fasting, and praying, and seeking the 
Lord, and enduring temptation that came his way. So, in the season of Lent we are 
preparing for the events of Holy Week and, ultimately, for the death of our Lord 
and Savior. Many traditions use the time of Lent to make some personal 
commitments to giving up something. It is a way to help us reflect on our own 
sinful, self-indulgent nature that Jesus ultimately died for. We do not have any 
specific practices here at First Baptist, but if you would like to seek that Lord and 
ask if He would like you to engage in a special way in preparation – of mourning, or 
praying, of fasting – something along those lines in this season, we would 
encourage you to do that. And on Wednesday, if you would like to come into the 
building between 8:30am – 3:30pm, you can pray here privately in the Sanctuary. 
You are more than welcome to do that. Then on Wednesday night from 6:30pm – 
8pm any adults can come and join us for a prayer gathering which happens in the 
back of the Sanctuary. We would love to have you for either one of those. 
 
In this season, we want to continue to encourage you and thank you for giving so 
generously to the Lord’s work here at First Baptist. If you are in the building, there 
are giving boxes in numerous locations throughout the building. You can drop your 
gift there. If you are worshiping online, you can continue to give through our 
website, or you can send your gift to the Lord into the church office and we will 
receive it that way. 
 
If you are a guest with us, we want to welcome you and thank you for worshiping 
with us. If you are online, the best way for us to connect with you and thank you 
for being with us is for you to go to our website and on the home page you will 
find an online connection card. Please fill that out as much as you feel comfortable 
doing, and then submit that to us so that we can welcome you, answer any 
questions that you may have, and get some great information into your hands for 
your relationship with the Lord, and growing here with us at First Baptist Church. 
 
Will you join me in prayer? 
 

God, we thank you for your great love. You are love! We thank you that on 
this Valentine’s Day we get to gather in your house and in our homes, be 



surrounded by your Spirit, be filled by you, and celebrate who you are and 
what you have done in our lives. We thank you for the countless ways that 
you have expressed your love for us, and we pray that you would be glorified 
in us now as we declare our love for you, Lord Jesus. We pray these things in 
your name. Amen. 

 
At this point in time, I am sure that most of you who are part of this church family 
are aware (if you are a guest, you might not know this) that we lost a saint this 
past week. Rollie Reasoner was welcomed into Jesus’ presence on Tuesday. We 
pray for the Reasoner family and pray for God’s comfort and strength in these 
days. And we celebrate the life that Rollie lived through Jesus Christ having an 
impact here in this community and all throughout the world through the 
relationships that he built, through the missionary trips that he was on, and giving 
his life to Jesus Christ in the way that he did. 
 
Will you join me in prayer as we pray for God’s peace and comfort, and also seek 
him as we go to him in his Word. 
 

God, we have been so blessed in this church family to have had Rollie and 
Esther Reasoner as part of our church family. We thank you, God, for the life 
that he lived. A life of faithfulness to you. A life of pursuing you. A life of 
giving himself completely to you, of following your lead onto the mission 
field, of serving our nation in the military, of being a leader in your church 
here and all over the place. We thank you, God, for the ways that you 
worked in and through him and have encouraged and built up so many of us 
in our faith through his witness, through his teaching, through his example, 
and through his testimony, God.  
 

We thank you that he is with you and we pray, Lord, that you bring comfort 
and strength to his family and to those who were closest to him. We pray, 
Lord, that his testimony and his life would continue to resonate for 
generations. We thank you for his children and grandchildren, and the ways 
that his life will leave a lasting impact on them and on us, and we will be able 
to carry on that legacy.  
 

Jesus, we thank you that you are a giver of life – life everlasting for those 
who place their faith in you, for those who cry out to you, who repent of 
their sins and believe in you. This life is not the end! There is a life where we 



get to spend eternity with You in glory, and with all those who have placed 
their faith in a loving God who has made a way for us to be with You.  
 

We pray that as we turn to you now in your Word that we, like Rollie would 
do so effectively in his life, would not be merely hearers of your Word, but 
doers also. That we would be wise men and women, students, and children 
who seek to apply your Word to our lives. And we thank you for these 
promises that you have given us. For the unshakable hope that they build in 
us as we declare them and live out of them. We pray these things in you, 
Jesus. Amen. 

 
If you are one who likes to keep track of the Words of the Day, you can keep track 
of any name of God that I use and also the words pray, prayer, praying because 
this morning we are talking about the reality that Jesus is praying for you! Jesus is 
praying for you. We have sung about that, we have declared that, and Pastor Dan 
mentioned that earlier that Jesus is praying for you. What a joy-filled promise on 
this very special morning. This Valentine’s morning in February. This frigid morning 
in February! Jesus is praying for us! 
 
Robert Brown was the owner of a fishing boat called the “Andrea Gail.” In 1991, 
the captain of his boat, William Billy Tyne, and six other fishermen set out from 
Massachusetts for one last late-season fishing expedition. Two powerful weather 
fronts plus a hurricane converged while the boat was out to sea and the boat 
ended up getting caught in what was dubbed at the time, “The Perfect Storm.” 
Despite his best efforts to try and survive this incredible storm, unfortunately the 
boat did ultimately sink and all of them lost their lives. There was a book written 
about what happened in that fateful trip and later a movie was produced in the 
year 2000 that was called, “The Perfect Storm.” When he was later asked about 
the incident Brown, the owner of the boat, reported to the Boston Globe, “What 
got me worried is that for a long period of time there was no communication.” You 
see, the antennae of the boat had been knocked off in the storm so there was no 
way to contact the boat. There was no way for the boat to contact land to those 
who might be able to help. To contact the Coast Guard. There was no way to know 
where the boat was exactly in the midst of this giant storm.  
 
The reality is that storms come at us all the time! We experience storms in life day 
by day. Sometimes we are in a season where the sun is shining and the waves are 



calm, and we are experiencing the blessing and abundance of our God. It is in 
every dimension of our lives. And yet for most of us, a lot of the time there are 
storms. Some of them are temporary and maybe not too significant. A little 
tempest pops up, a little thunderstorm that pops up and within a day or two, or a 
week, it passes. Some of us endure ongoing storms in our life. One of the things 
that our former lead pastor, Bob Jonsson, used to say often is, “Getting old is really 
hard!” And some of you are in a stage of life where it seems like you just go from 
one storm to the next and they kind of add on top of each other because of the 
stage of life you are in where there are lots of trials and lots of storms that come 
with that. 
 
I think for many of us, this past year has felt like the perfect storm. Where layer 
upon layer of difficulty and trial and challenge has crashed ashore in our lives, in 
this community, and in this nation and world. A vital factor in surviving any storm 
is communication. If you are going to survive any storm that life might bring your 
way, you need to know that you are not alone. That you have not been 
abandoned. That you have not been cut off from anyone who loves you or can 
help you or care for you. We need to be able to cry out for help and know that 
someone hears us. We want someone who is able to help us. We need someone 
who is stronger and able to rescue us in the midst of the storms that life brings our 
way. 
 
This raises a question for us. What does Jesus do when we are facing the crashing, 
scary, chaotic storms of our life? What does Jesus do when we are caught up in the 
perfect storm. Well, the unshakable promise for us this morning is that in those 
seasons and at all times, Jesus is praying for you. Jesus loves you and He loves you 
enough that in the midst of difficulty and trial, chaos and storms, Jesus is praying 
for you. 
 
Paul wrote in Romans 8:34, “Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ 
Jesus who died – more than that, who was raised to life – is at the right hand of 
God and is also interceding for us.”  
 
Jesus is interceding for you and for me at the right hand of our Almighty and 
Heavenly Father. So, let us unpack this a little more so that we can fully 



understand what this means, and we can experience the joy of knowing that our 
Lord and our Savior loves us and prays for us. 
 
First of all, it is important to recognize that Jesus declares that in this world, in this 
life, we will face storms. Unfortunately, sometimes Christians can live under the 
false assumption that because we know, love, worship, and walk with the one true 
God, there will be no storms. That life will be easy and grand. That is not true at 
all! It does not take long living as a Christian to recognize that is sort of “pie in the 
sky” thinking and seeing the world through rose-colored glasses. The reality is that 
Christians – much like everyone else in the world – experience storms, difficulties, 
and trials in life. 
 
Jesus said in John 16:33, “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have 
peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world.” And we see this in the very life of Jesus Christ. Jesus himself faced storms. 
He faced trials and troubles of all kinds. Here are just a few of the examples of the 
trials, troubles, and storms that He faced. 
 

Mark 3:20-21 
Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he 
and his disciples were not even able to eat. When his family heard 
about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is out of 
his mind.” 

 
His own flesh and blood – his mother and brothers – came to intervene. They 
thought that maybe Jesus had gotten a little full of himself. He is out of his mind. 
He is claiming things about himself that cannot possibly be true. So, they went to 
intervene. He faces his own family opposing him in these days. That certainly is an 
incredibly challenging storm to navigate. 
 
In Mark 14:50 (this is on the night Jesus was betrayed and arrested) we read that 
everyone deserted him and fled. In his hour of greatest need. In the most 
significant trying storm that would ever hit his life here on this earth – those who 
had walked with him, those who had loved and taught, encouraged, blessed, and 
fed – they in his greatest hour of need fled from him. They deserted him in the 
midst of that storm. 
 



Later on, in that same storm as he is being tried and goes before Pilate (and Pilate 
ultimately wants to release him) we read in Luke 23:20-21 this, “Wanting to 
release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. But they kept shouting, “Crucify him! 
Crucify him!” 
 
Now think about this. Many in this crowd who were chanting, “Crucify him!” were 
among the same people who a week before had welcomed Jesus in as the king of 
the Jews! They had been part of that celebration on Palm Sunday and had been 
worshiping him, praising him. Many in this crowd had heard his teaching. Many in 
this crowd had likely been among the groups – the thousands of people that he 
had fed. Many of them had seen him perform miracles. Some of them personally 
had been ministered to and touched by Jesus. Yet they yell, “Crucify him!” Again, 
in the most critical hour in Jesus’ life here on this earth. 
 
The writer of Hebrews says this: 
 

Hebrews 5:7-8 
During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and 
petitions with fervent cries and tears to the one who could save him 
from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. Son 
through he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered. 

 
Jesus is an incredible example for us in enduring trials and struggles, difficulty, 
pain, and troubles. Jesus not only modeled that for us, but he made it very clear 
that Jesus and his followers would face storms in their life. The Apostle Paul writes 
about this in a lot of different passages. I am going to read some of those for us 
now. 
 

Philippians 1:29 
For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in 
him, but also to suffer for him, 
 

Romans 5:3 
Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that 
suffering produces perseverance. 

 
Suffering is a critical part of you and I growing and becoming more and more like 
Christ in our character, our words, our attitudes, and actions. Do not forget all of 



the other promises that we have already studied. All of them are inter-related. All 
of them help us to have hope and joy in the midst of difficulties and challenges.  
 

Romans 8:17-18 
Now if we are children, then we are heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs 
with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may 
also share in his glory. I consider that our present sufferings are not 
worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 

 
James, the half-brother of Jesus, writes this: 
 

James 1:2-4 
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials 
of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith 
produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you 
may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 

 
The Apostle Peter writes about this as well: 
 

1 Peter 1:6 
In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may 
have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 

 
And later on, in that same letter in chapter 3: 
 

1 Peter 3:14 
But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not 
fear their threats; do not be frightened.” 

 
Peter is saying that even when you live for Jesus Christ, even when you live the 
right way, you are still going to suffer for doing what is right at times. You see, 
Jesus made it very clear. And the apostles, the early disciples, knew full well and 
wrote plainly that, “Listen, in this world there will be suffering. There will be trials. 
There will be challenges. There will be storms. Even if you live in perfect obedience 
to our Father – which none of us can do. When we get to heaven, that will be 
possible. But this side of heaven we are growing in obedience, we are growing in 
Christ-likeness, but none of us live perfectly for Him today. But even if you could 



live perfectly Jesus shows us and the disciples and apostles teach us that there will 
be suffering. There will be trials. There will be storms. 
 
My question for you this morning is, “What kind of storms are you facing?” What 
kinds of trials, what kinds of challenges are surrounding you and overwhelming 
you, challenging you, and perhaps scaring you in these days? Again, we all face 
storms. I think that is one of the greatest gifts that we can give to one another as 
brothers and sisters in Christ is to come alongside each other in the midst of the 
storms that you and I are facing and to be with each other. To be present with one 
another. To pray for each other. To listen to each other. You are surrounded by 
people – whether you recognize this or not – who have been through a lot of 
storms who can offer hope, encouragement, and wisdom to you, and who can 
help you to persevere in the midst of the storms that you are facing.  
 
And even a greater gift than that is that our Lord Jesus – your Lord, your Savior, 
your Messiah, your King – He has experienced the storms that life brings to human 
beings. He has endured those storms and He is with us in the midst of our storms. 
He loves us and wants to carry us through. That is what we are getting into as we 
talk more about this promise that Jesus is interceding for us. When we encounter 
and experience storms, trials, tragedies, and difficulties, Jesus intercedes for us! 
 
Now, the word Intercedes means “to make specific requests or petitions before 
someone.” So, Jesus is interceding meaning, Jesus – as we sung about and as we 
have already talked about – is at the right hand of the Father right now. That is the 
position of honor and of authority. He is at the right hand of the Father and in this 
moment, Jesus is praying for you. Jesus is naming you. Jesus is going before his 
Father – the Almighty God – and he is declaring his love for you. His desire is for He 
and His Father and the Spirit to care for you and meet you in your point of need, to 
carry you through the storm that you are experiencing. 
 
We are going to look at some passages of Scripture that reveals this to us. In this 
first passage we are going to see how Jesus interceded on behalf of his disciples 
when they were facing a real life-threatening storm on the Sea of Galilee. I am 
going to read from Matthew 14. This is a wonderful, powerful story of Jesus 
interceding in the midst of a real storm that his disciples were facing. Now to set 
the stage, Jesus has just fed the 5,000 men (likely 10,000 - 15,000 people). 



Matthew 14:22-33 
Immediately Jesus made the disciples get in to the boat and go on 
ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. After he 
had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. 
Later that night, he was there alone, and the boat was already a 
considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the 
wind was against it. Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, 
walking on the lake.  
 

So, picture this. With all of your senses, imagine this. You are in the boat. You are 
one of the disciples. You are amazed and overwhelmed by what God has done 
through this miracle and yet you are tired and not really excited about this storm. 
The waves. The wind. All of the challenges that you are facing. It is late at night 
and Jesus comes strolling out on the water. 

 

When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. 
“It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear.  
 

They probably thought, “Either we are so tired that we are seeing things or what 
we are seeing is actually real and we have never experienced a person walking on 
water before, so this is a ghost. This is something that we need to be terrified of!” 

 

But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be 
afraid.” “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the 
water.” “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked 
on the water and came toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he 
was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 
Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little 
faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” And when they climbed into the 
boat, the wind died down. Then those who were in the boat worshiped 
him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 
Jesus intercedes for his disciples here. They are in the midst of this storm. They are 
weary, overwhelmed, and frightened because of the weather. Now it is frightening 
because there is an apparent ghost who is walking on the water toward them. 
Jesus says, “Guys, it’s me.” And Peter has enough courage and faith to go to him. 
Sometimes Peter gets a bad rap because he gets onto the water and then he 
begins to sink. Right? He sees the winds and the waves and now he is in the midst 



of them and begins to lose sight of Jesus, becomes fearful and begins to sink. As 
far as I can read in the text, Peter was the only one who had the courage to say, 
“Jesus, let me come to you. Let me be on the water with you.” And Jesus says, 
“Come.” That invitation could have been open to all of the disciples. Yet in the 
midst of the storm, they were all fearful. They were all struggling.  
 
It is okay. It is reality. And in the midst of the storms of life we are going to have 
fear at times. And in the midst of that fear, Jesus wants us to turn to him. To cry 
out to him. To trust in him. To take that step of faith out of the boat in the midst of 
that storm that you are enduring. To trust that Jesus has got you. That he loves 
you. That he is strong enough to carry you through the storm that you are facing. 
 
Jesus not only prayed for his disciples, cared for them, and interceded for them in 
that day, Jesus continues to intercede for us before the Father this very day. We 
see this again taught in several places in Scripture.  
 
I am going to read a portion of a prayer from John 17 – one of my favorite chapters 
in the entire Bible because if you want to know the heart of our God for you, if you 
want to know the heart of Jesus for you, the love he has for you as his child and as 
his disciple, read this prayer that he prays to his Father. Now he begins, and the 
majority of the prayer is praying for his disciples who are present with him in that 
moment. Then he transitions toward the end of this prayer to praying for you and I 
who come after these first disciples. 
 

John 17:20-24 
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe 
in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just 
as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the 
world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory 
that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one – I in them and 
you in me – so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the 
world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you 
have loved me. 
 

“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and 
to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me 
before the creation of the world. 



Jesus loves you! Jesus prayed for you thousands of years ago. Jesus is praying for 
you in this moment right now. He is interceding before the Father on your behalf 
as we worship Him in this place. He not only prayed for us then he intercedes for 
us now. And you can have confidence and assurance in that. 
 
The writer of Hebrews in chapter 7 wrote this: 
 

Hebrews 7:25 
Therefore he (Jesus) is able to save completely those who come to God 
through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. 

 
Not only is Jesus strong enough to completely save you and I of our sins to give us 
life everlasting, a life of intimacy with Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, he also is living 
to this day, on this day to intercede on your behalf to his Father. 
 
Paul writes in 1 Timothy 2:5, “For there is one God and one mediator between 
God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus.” Jesus is the eternal mediator between a 
holy, righteous, awesome God – our Father, the perfect One – and men and 
women and children. Jesus mediates on our behalf. 
 
Application 
So, how do we live this out? How do we apply this truth to our lives? How do we 
allow this promise to give us unshakable hope and to become more like Christ in 
the process? Well, as I said towards the beginning, the Bible makes it clear that we 
will face storms in this life. So, a really good question for us to think about, do 
some self-examination, and invite the Holy Spirit to help us wrestle with and 
respond to is: 
 

• How do you respond to the storms that life brings your way? Are you 
surprised by them? 
 

o Do you in any way buy into that myth that because you are a 
follower of Jesus, everything should be easy? Or think you 
should not have to endure difficulties, trials, and challenges? 
 

o Do you get irritable with others?  
That is something that I struggle with. When things are not going 
my way in a day, or we are facing trying and difficult 



circumstances – either personally or as a family or within the 
church family or maybe extended family and friends when they 
are facing difficulties, sometimes I am not a great person to be 
around. It is easy to get crabby when things are difficult. It is easy 
to lash out at other people in the midst of my own internal 
struggle with that storm feeling like I am drowning. 
 

o Do you question God’s goodness? 
Now I am going to be very clear. And, again, go to the Psalms as a 
great example of this, God is big enough to handle all of your 
questions. And Jesus understands (as we studied just last week) 
what it is like to walk in your shoes. He understands you and me. 
He gets us. He knows how hard it is to endure life as a human 
being in this broken, sinful, and fallen world. So, this is not to say 
that you cannot have honest wrestling of soul where you cry out 
to God and you say like David and other psalmists said, “God, 
where are you? In the midst of the difficulties and trials that are 
going on in my life, where are you?” 
 

Trey has been going through some hard things with his health and 
he has been keeping a journal. Mandy and I have had the 
opportunity to read some of the journal entries. In some of those 
journal entries he is pouring out his heart to God. Like, “God, you 
are the only one who can help me. Why aren’t you helping me in 
the way that I am praying and the way that my parents and 
grandparents and other people who know me and love me are 
praying? Why aren’t you answering our prayers? Why am I still 
going through this really hard thing? Why haven’t you brought 
relief?” 
 

I walked downstairs a week and a half ago and Trey was just 
prostrate on the floor crying out to God for help and deliverance. 
And that is okay! In fact, our God desires for us in the midst of the 
storms – especially those really deep and hard ones where we are 
not sure how we are going to get out and we are trusting in Him 
and clinging to Him and hope that He is the deliverer. It is okay to 
say to him, “God, where are you right now?” 
 



And yet, do we allow the doubts that can creep in to begin to lead 
us away from God? You see, those doubts, those questions, that 
wrestling of soul, that crying out to God – if that leads us closer to 
Him where we are being more dependent on Him, where we are 
loving Him and desiring Him more than we ever have before, that 
is a good thing. But if it leads us to begin backing away from God 
or to turn from Him or begin to think that maybe He is not real, or 
maybe He is not loving and kind and good like the Scriptures tell 
us, then that is not a good thing. 
 

So, where are you at in those questions? 
 

• What can you do to face up to and endure through the storms that life 
brings our way? How can you follow the example of Jesus, follow the 
teachings and example of the apostles in enduring these storms in a way 
that brings God honor and glory? 

 

When the Andrea Gail lost connection in the perfect storm all hope was lost. 
We, on the other hand, can have confidence knowing that Jesus is always 
communicating to God for us. 

 

• How does this promise encourage you? How does it bring you hope? How 
does it help you to take one step forward even when you feel like you are 
overwhelmed and cannot do that? How does it encourage you to know that 
when Jesus speaks, all of heaven listens? 
 

When Jesus, the Son of God, the Almighty One, the King of kinds and Lord of 
lords speaks, all of creation listens. All of creation bows down before our 
God…except for people and fallen angels who do not worship Him. How does 
this encourage you knowing that He speaks to our Father on your behalf? 

 

• Brothers and sisters, Jesus is sovereign over all storms. No one is promised a 
storm-free life, but we can all rest in the unshakable hope that Jesus is 
praying for us! You know, we do not always see things as God see things. We 
cannot always understand the decisions that our God is making, or things 
that He is allowing in our lives and into our world.  
 

I believe that one of the primary things that God has been trying to do over 
the course of this past year is to bring humanity to our knees to help us 
recognize and declare our need for God! That God alone is the one who can 



save. And I believe that He has allowed us and the Church to endure so many 
of these trials and challenges over this past year so that we would be refined 
and purified. So that we would be more like Jesus personally and corporately. 
So that we can better reflect His love, His power, His grace, His mercy, His 
salvation to the world around us. No one is promised a storm-free life. We 
can all have unshakable hope knowing that Jesus loves us. Knowing that 
Jesus by his Spirit is present with us in the midst of those storms. Knowing 
that Jesus is praying for you and for me. 

 
Let us pray together. 
 

Lord God, what amazing and overwhelming promises! We are overwhelmed, 
Jesus, that you made it very plain, very clear that in this life we would have 
trouble. That is a promise that we would maybe prefer that you did not make 
to us. And yet you are being realistic. You know that living in a fallen, broken, 
and sinful world, and being fallen, broken, and sinful people, that there are 
going to be all kinds of things that we do, or others do that will lead to trials 
and storms. And God, because we live in a broken and sinful world, there are 
all kinds of storms that are completely outside of our control or the control 
of other people in our lives. And yet God, you want to meet us in the midst of 
these storms, love us, and carry us through. 
 

Jesus, we thank you that you promise to be with us always. To never leave 
us. To never forsake us. Jesus, we thank you that you promise us, and your 
Word teaches us that you are interceding before the Father for us right here, 
right now. We thank you that you carry us through the storms, that you 
strengthen us as we persevere and endure and trust in You, that we become 
more like You. We are better able to handle the storms that will come down 
the road because you have done this work by your Holy Spirit to help us be 
strengthened.  
 

We pray, Lord, that you will continue a good work in us. Give us hope. I know 
so many of my brothers and sisters who are worshiping with us right now are 
enduring storms, God. Give them hope in the midst of that storm. May they 
know that you are present with them. That you love them. That you are 
praying for them. That you desire good in their lives. That you bring good out 
of the storm that they are enduring. And you will continue to bring your 
goodness to bare in their lives every day of their life. And we thank you, God, 



that this life is not the final word. That the storms that we endure here will 
one day all be gone! And we will get to experience perfect love, peace, joy, 
and unity with You and with one another when we stand in your glory and in 
your presence forever and ever and ever. Come quickly, Lord Jesus! We want 
to be home with You. We pray all of these things in your Holy and powerful, 
your beautiful, awesome, and matchless name Jesus Christ, our Lord and our 
Savior. Amen. 
 

Would you stand as I offer a blessing over you? Again, as a church family our 
desire is to love and serve and care for you, to be a vessel of God’s hope and 
encouragement and grace in the midst of whatever you are going through. So, 
please, as I said at the beginning of this service, please do reach out for help if you 
need it. You are surrounded by people who love you and want to encourage you 
and pray for you. To help you cling to this promise and know that Jesus is with you 
and is praying for you. 
 

God, bless your church and your children with the knowledge that you love 
us and are always with us. Help us to understand in a deeper way and to be 
given unshakable hope through this promise that Jesus is praying for us. 
Jesus, we thank you for your incredible love for each and every one of us. We 
worship You. We worship You. We pray this in your Holy name. Amen. 

 
Have a blessed week knowing that Jesus is praying for you! 


