
First Baptist Church 
January 10, 2021 

 

Sermon Series: Unshakable Hope 
Sermon Title: God Will Win the Victory 

Main Text: Ephesians 6:13-18 
 

Pastor Jared Gustafson 
 
Pre-Service Announcements 
Good morning, church! Welcome to the online worship service of First Baptist 
Church in Cambridge, Minnesota. We are so glad that you are joining us in worship 
this morning. Our service will start in a few minutes, but I do want to share a few 
announcements before we dive into our time of worshiping the Lord together. 
 

• The first is to let you know that we are in Week 2 of our Unshakable 
Hope campaign and we continue to have these two resources available to 
you: 1) Our Ultimate Hope – this little booklet is a great thing to pass along to 
a friend, a neighbor, someone you know who needs some extra 
encouragement and hope, someone who does not know the Lord Jesus yet. 
You can pick these up here at the church any time this week when the office 
is open, 2) Praying the Promises of God book by Max Lucado. We have 
limited resources available of both of these, but we would love to get these 
into your hands so that you can be encouraged and strengthened by them. 

 

• Our new Bible Reading and Prayer Plan began this past week. But you are not 
too far behind. We are reading through the New Testament this year. We 
started in the Gospel of Mark. This past week was the first five chapters of 
Mark. So, join us, jump in with us, read through the New Testament. If you 
do not pick it up for a couple of weeks, that is okay. Just pick up where we 
are at and go along with us as we move our way through the New Testament. 
Be encouraged and strengthened by that. You can find that Bible Reading 
and Prayer Plan on our website under the Ministries tab. There you will also 
find some excellent devotional thoughts and notes on each chapter, each 
section, from some of our very best teachers here at First Baptist. 

 

• We want to let you know that Senior High resumes again tonight in this 
building at 6:30pm. Kids U and Junior High started last Wednesday night. So, 
if you missed that, children and Junior High kids can join us on Wednesday 



nights, but Senior High kicks off again tonight at 6:30pm so, join us if you are 
a Senior High student. 

 

• We also want to let you know that during this season we encourage you to 
give online and/or you can mail in your checks to First Baptist Church, or you 
can bring them in when the office is open over the course of the week.  

 

• Beginning next Sunday (and this is what we are really excited about) we will 
have services back here in the building for those who would like to and feel 
comfortable joining us in person. So, we would love to have you plan on that. 
And here is some information about next Sunday that we are very excited 
about. Our Traditional and Contemporary worship services will both have the 
option of being here in the building. We will continue to use social-distanced 
seating and encourage mask wearing for everyone who is in the building 
except for those who have exemptions for wearing a mask. We will have 
Junior High, Senior High, and Adult Sunday School classes that will be 
happening in person in their various rooms. Those classes will go from 
9:50am – 10:40am on Sunday mornings for the time being. 

 

• During the Contemporary worship service (which will continue to be at 
10:45am), we will have both Early Childhood care for the entire hour, and we 
will have Children’s Church available for those kids up through 5th grade. That 
happens half way in the service for those who are bringing kids with you on 
Sunday mornings. 

 

• Finally, we are very excited to know that many of you will continue to 
worship with us online, but a lot of opportunities in addition to Sunday 
mornings continue to be offered: our Wednesday night Prayer Gathering, our 
Tuesday night Celebrate Recovery meeting, lots of other groups in ways to 
connect. If you are not quite comfortable on Sunday mornings yet being in 
person, you can join us in some of these other opportunities.  

 

We do want to welcome you if you are a guest with us this morning. We love it 
when guests are part of our worship services. If you would go to our website at 
firstbaptistcambridge.org and fill out the Connection Card that you will find on the 
homepage, letting us know that you are with us, it will give us a chance to 
welcome you, answer any questions you might have, and also get some great 
resources into your hands, and help you to figure out how you can be part of what 
God is doing here at First Baptist. 



Will you join me in prayer as we begin our time of worship together? 
 

God, we thank you for the gift of this morning. We thank you for the 
opportunity to gather as your church to worship you. And as my brothers and 
sisters sit in their homes right now, or wherever it is they are listening, 
watching, and engaging in worship with us, I pray that your presence would 
be powerfully felt by each and every one of them.  
 

We pray, Lord, that you would be glorified in your church as we lift your 
name on high, as we continue to learn about these promises that you have 
made to us, and how we can have unshakable hope because of who you are, 
God and because of what you have done.  
 

We commit this morning to you, we love you, and we pray these things in 
your name. Amen. 

 
Sermon 
It is our heart’s desire at First Baptist Church that God’s name would be glorified in 
all the earth, that the Kingdom of God would expand, and that the Good News of 
Jesus Christ would go forth in power. This past year of 2020 was a very challenging, 
trying year for all of us in various ways. And 2021 is off to a very rocky start! 
Obviously, we continue to see a record number of cases of Covid-19 around this 
nation and other parts of the world. This past week has been filled with unrest, 
protests, and riots. And the storming of the Capitol building was something I never 
thought I would see in my lifetime. 
 
In situations like this we can continue to cry out to our God, seek Him, seek His 
will, and ask Him for answers. Ask Him to bring peace that only He can bring. Ask 
Him to work in and through the Church in ways that He desires to bring about His 
will, His purposes, His Kingdom for our nation, for our state, for our community, 
for our church, and for each one of you and your families. 
 
I wanted to share this liturgy by Douglass McKelvey because I felt it was a very 
appropriate word. This is going to be a prayer of ours. You certainly can close your 
eyes if you would like to, or you can keep them open and read along on your own 
screens, or you can listen as I share this. But let us pray this to the Lord together. 
 
 





 
As we move into this second message on Unshakable Hope, we will discover one of 
the promises that was alluded to in that liturgy, and it is one that we all hold so 
dear every day. But especially in days of trial, difficulty, and challenge. 
 
As I mentioned already, we have been living through a season of great conflict 
over the past 10 months. And if you go over the past 4 years (at least in my 
lifetime in my 43 years on planet earth), I have never seen such strife and conflict. 
Such challenge and division. Such enmity with other people who share this same 
nation that we all live in together. The reality is that we continue to see that 
unfold. I think many of us had hoped (and maybe we had placed a little bit too 
much hope in this) that when we turn the calendar to 2021, things would be so 
much better than in 2020. Yet, the reality is that I think there are lots of trials and 
challenges that are still in store for us in this new year. 
 
And in this season of great conflict, I hope that you have taken some time to 
reflect on your own attitudes, your own thoughts, the ways that you are 
responding to people who are “on the other side” of you on whatever it is that you 
are thinking about. Whatever issue, whatever political division. There are so many 
things that we in this nation are divided over. I hope that you have been reflecting 
on that and laying yourself bare before the Lord and asking the Lord to examine 
your heart, your mind, your actions, and allow you to see where your actions do 
not align with the goodness of Jesus Christ, with the love of Jesus Christ, with the 
work that God wants to do in and through His children as we just read about and 
prayed about a moment ago.  
 
This has been a season of great conflict. And this conflict that has been wailing 
around us is really a reflection of the greatest conflict that has been unfolding 



since the beginning of time. The Bible defines and describes for us this conflict. 
This conflict has the greatest stakes. When you look at our nation, there are great 
stakes for how this conflict will unfold. Will there be peace? Will God be able to 
bring us back together as a nation…as a people? Or will we continue to go our own 
way and be more and more divided?  
 
Really, the answer to that question fits within this broader conflict that we see 
God talk about in the Scriptures. This conflict between God and satan. Good and 
evil. You see, every person – believer or not, young or old, rich or poor, living in 
this nation or living in some other place around the world – whether they realize it 
or not, is caught up in this spiritual battle. This spiritual battle has for every one of 
us eternal consequences.  
 
The Apostle Paul wrote this to his followers of Jesus in the book of Ephesians: 
 

Ephesians 6:12 
Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

 
All followers of Jesus (all Christians) are in a battle against a powerful enemy who 
wants to destroy us, who wants to destroy God’s work among his people. Yet God 
has made a tremendous promise about the outcome of this conflict. As Paul wrote 
in Romans 16:20a, “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your (church) 
feet.” 
 
So, as we see what is going on in our world, as we become aware of the spiritual 
battle that we are caught up in that impacts every single one of us, we can have 
great hope! We can have unshakable hope because of who our God is. Because 
what our God has already done through Jesus against satan and his kingdom. 
Because what our God promises about what is to come to those who place their 
faith in Jesus Christ. The rock-solid promise for us this morning is that God will win 
the victory! As we will look at in just a few moments, so much of that victory has 
already been won through Jesus, his death, and resurrection. And that final victory 
will one day come, and we will stand victorious with our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 
 



Now, like any good CEO of a major corporation or business, like any good coach, 
like any good leader, you want to know your opponent. You want to know your 
opponent very well so that you know what your opponent’s plans are, what their 
schemes are, what their strategies is. Therefore, you can counteract the work of 
your opponent and be victorious and successful against your opponent. 
 
So, we are going to do a little study on satan and on his schemes and plans. The 
ways that he seems to work in this world. And then learn how God has given us 
victory already and how we can walk in that victory until the day that Jesus comes 
to bring the final victory. 
 
The first thing that is important for us to know is that satan declared war first 
against God and then against people. 
 
1. satan, also known as lucifer, was originally a glorious being, a glorious angel, 

and a guardian of God’s purposes. 
We see this in Ezekiel 28 and Isaiah 14. 

 

Ezekiel 28:12b-13a 
You were the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfection beauty. You 
were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone adorned you. 
 

Isaiah 14:12 
How you have fallen from heaven, morning star, son of the dawn! You have 
been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations! 
 

satan declared war against God then declared war against people. He used to 
be a great angelic, beautiful being. Yet in his pride, satan wanted to be 
worshiped like God alone is to be worshiped. 

 
a. In his pride, satan wanted to be worshiped like God. 

 

Isaiah 14:13-14 
You said in your heart, “I will ascend to the heavens; I will raise my throne 
above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on 
the utmost heights of Mount Zaphon. I will ascend above the tops of the 
clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.” 

 



Ezekiel 28:17a 
Your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you corrupted 
your wisdom because of your splendor. 

 
satan – this angelic and one of if not the most beautiful and powerful of all 
angelic beings – wanted to be like God, sought to be worshiped like God, God 
had no choice but to cast him out of heaven because of his rebellion. 
Continuing on in Ezekiel 28. 
 

Ezekiel 28:17b 
So I threw you to the earth; I made a spectacle of you before kings. 
 

Revelation 12:9 
The great dragon was hurled down – that ancient serpent called the devil, 
or satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, 
and his angels with him. 

 
b. satan has been an enemy of God and His followers ever since, roaming the 

earth and seeking to steal, kill, and destroy.  
Now satan, as you can imagine, did not respond well to this judgment, to this 
act of God exercising his divine wisdom and penalty on satan for his pride 
and rebellion. satan has been an enemy of God and his followers ever since 
and satan (as we will look at in just a minute) roams the earth looking for 
those whom he can destroy and devour.  
 
You see, satan knows that he is powerless against Almighty God. So, satan 
turns his vile, his venom, his evil, his wickedness on God’s image bearers as 
we talked about last Sunday. Every person is made in the image of God. 
Every person is loved perfectly by God. Every person is pursued by God. 
satan, knowing that he is powerless against God, goes after people because 
God loves us. 

 

Job 1:7 
The Lord said to satan, “Where have you come from?” satan answered 
the Lord, “From roaming throughout the earth, going back and forth on 
it.” 
 
 



1 Peter 5:8 
Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 
someone to devour. 

 
That is what satan is about. He is about seeking to steal, kill, and destroy. He 
is about seeking to devour. He is about seeking to ruin the relationship that 
God desires to have with people – a relationship of love based on His grace 
and His mercy in His pursuit of us. 
 

2. satan has many names, but the devil reveals his wicked strategy. 
a. There are many names given for satan all throughout Scripture: accuser, 

destroyer, evil one, father of lies, god of this age, prince of this world, ruler 
of the kingdom of the air, tempter. 
One of the things that we talk about with our boys often is, “Always tell the 
truth! Be young men of character and integrity who never lie because every 
time we lie, we speak the devil’s language.” Every time we lie, even if it is just 
a tiny white lie, we change very minor details about a story that we are 
telling, or we fabricate just a little bit so that we do not get in trouble for 
something that we did do or did not do. Every time we lie, we speak the 
devil’s language. 

 
And he is powerful. Again, Scripture calls him the god of this age, the prince 
of this world, the ruler of the kingdom of the air. Yet, for those of us who 
have our faith in Jesus Christ, he has no power over us unless we give him 
power over us. 

 
b. The word devil comes from the Greek word diabolos, which means 

“splitter,” “divider,” or “separator.” 
Is there not a more perfect word for satan and for what he has been doing in 
our world over these last 10-11-12 months than to be a splitter, divider, or 
separator? satan has been working overtime. satan is having a hay day. The 
kingdom of darkness is having a grand time in our nation right now. satan is 
doing his work to destroy those who bear the image of God. Those who are 
the objects of God’s deepest love and affection. God sent his son Jesus to 
give his life on the cross. To be beaten and bruised, spat upon, torn apart for 



you and for me. satan knows that! So, satan is dead set against you and I as 
the primary way that he seeks to harm the heavenly Father. 

 
We see this right away in Genesis 3 when satan lies to Adam and Eve. Adam 
and Eve walked with God in the garden. They experienced an intimacy that 
we will one day get to experience when we are in heaven. But a closeness 
with God, a proximity with God, walking with God in the garden. Physically, 
God was present in the spiritual way that He was present with them. And 
one day we will get to experience that. But satan tempts them.  
 
In fact, he tempts them with the temptation that he himself gave in to. 
“Don’t you want to be like God?” God knows that if you eat of this fruit, you 
will be like him knowing good from evil. And Adam and Eve sinned. That sin 
drove a wedge between them and God, and between husband and wife. 
Even between humanity and the world that God created. Right?  
 
There were other consequences of that sin that man would have to labor and 
toil to bring about the fruit of the earth to live and survive, and women 
would have to suffer in child bearing at that point in time. Many 
consequences! But satan was seeking to drive that wedge between people 
and God and between people with one another. 

 

Mark 3:25 
(Jesus said) If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 
 
That is true in every circumstance, in every house, in every group across this 
world throughout all history, and satan knows that so he is seeking to divide 
us as often, as quickly, as diabolically as he can. That is one of the things that 
really breaks my heart. To see the way that satan has been working to create 
division in the Church – the church as a whole in this nation, individual 
churches, individual bodies of believers – satan is seeking to divide us 
because he knows that if he divides us we cannot stand. 

 
3. God has provided resources for us to battle satan 

So far what I have shared is bad news! It is hard. It is a reality that we have a 
strong and powerful enemy who has other fallen angels and demons, 



principalities and powers who are against us. Yet, God has made a way for us to 
be victorious and strong to stand over satan.  

 
a. We have divine weapons that God has given us to defeat the tactics of the 

enemy. 
 

2 Corinthians 10:4 
The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the 
contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 

 
The weapons God has given us divine power to demolish strongholds! 
 

Ephesians 6:17 
Take…the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

 
Wield that sword. Not just in defense. Obviously, a sword can be used in 
defensive maneuvers and we see that when Jesus was tempted by satan in 
the wilderness. Jesus affectively wielded the Word of God, he quoted 
Scripture back to satan defending against those temptations and tactics and 
warding off satan. A sword is also (and I would say primarily when it is used 
in the right way) an offensive weapon. So, we wield the sword of the Spirit, 
the Word of God, every day. 
 

b. We have spiritual armor to help defend against attacks 
In addition to these divine weapons to defeat the tactics of the enemy, we 
also have spiritual armor to defend against his attacks. I am going to invite 
you to stand now as I read from Ephesians 6. 

 

Ephesians 6:13-18 
Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil 
comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done 
every, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around 
your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your 
feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In 
addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can 
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of 
salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 And pray 



in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With 
this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. 

 
You may be seated. 
 
God has given us Spiritual armor. Several pieces are mentioned there.  A 
really fun study for you to do would be to go back and look up the armor that 
Paul would have been describing of these Roman Centurions. The way that 
each armor was critical to their survival and their victory in battles against 
the enemies that they face. We need to put on that armor every single day! 
So that we can stand against the attacks of our enemy. 

 
c. We also battle our enemy through prayer and worship.  

Prayer and worship are two of the greatest gifts that God has given us in this 
battle. As we read in Ephesians 6:18, “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” 

 
This past week we had a Prayer Week emphasis. I hope you took some extra 
time this past week to go before the Lord in prayer. To seek His will. To pray 
that He would be glorified in your life, in your family, in our church, in our 
community, to the ends of the earth. To pray for His Kingdom to come and 
His will be done. For the work of the enemy to be thwarted and for the work 
of our God to move forward in power. 
 
We had a great time praying Wednesday night and you are all welcome to 
join us on Wednesday nights for our Prayer Gathering that we have where 
we go before the Lord and cry out to Him on behalf of you, on behalf of this 
church, this community, this nation, and this world. 

 

Psalm 95:6-7 
Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our 
Maker; for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock 
under his care. 

 
True worship is a way that we battle the enemy. When we get down on our 
knees and we profess that God alone is worthy to be praised, and that we are 



dependent on Him, that we need Him, that we love Him, that we want to 
give ourselves to Him, we do the very thing that satan was unwilling to do. 
We commit ourselves to Him. We worship Him and glorify Him. And as we do 
that, we receive the power and blessing and love of our God that helps us to 
endure the battles and be victorious over our enemy who seeks to destroy 
us. 

 
In James 4:7, the half brother of Jesus writes this, “Submit yourselves, then, 
to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” 
 
Why? Because when you are submitted to the Most High God, when you are 
standing in the name and blood and promises and power of Jesus Christ, the 
enemy has nothing on you. The enemy is powerless against you. Not because 
of your greatness or your power, but because of the love of Jesus Christ, the 
power of Jesus Christ, the blood of Jesus Christ, and the righteousness of 
Jesus Christ. satan can do nothing against you unless you allow him by 
stepping out of God’s leadership by not submitting yourself to Him. But as 
long as you are submitted to God, and you resist the devil, he will flee from 
you. That is a promise! 

 
d. We live in the light of Jesus’ total defeat of satan on the cross 

Brothers and sisters, this morning (and no matter what happens in the next 
weeks and months and years) we live in light of Jesus’ total defeat of satan 
on the cross. 

 

Colossians 2:15 
(speaking of Jesus) And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he 
made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. 

 
You see, when Jesus went to the cross, satan thought he finally had won. He 
had killed the Son of God. He had killed God in the flesh. satan and the 
kingdom of darkness thought, “This is our day!” not realizing that God’s plan 
all along was for his Son to give His life on the cross to pay the penalty for our 
sins, to make a way for us to be forgiven and redeemed and restored and 
brought back into a perfect love relationship with the God who made us. 

 



And Jesus, as he hangs on the cross and dies as a pure, perfect, spotless 
lamb, stands victorious over the kingdom of darkness. satan knows full well 
that Jesus has defeated him. satan knows full well that there is a day coming 
where he will be cast into the lake of fire. satan knows that his days are 
numbered. Yet he desires to wreak as much destruction as possible between 
the day that Jesus rose from the grave and the day He returns. 

 

1 John 3:8 
The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been 
sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to 
destroy the devil’s work. 

 
This passage is not talking about you and I who have placed our faith in Jesus 
and have been clothed in His righteousness and are learning to live in 
obedience to Him each day. It is talking about people who have rejected 
God’s Son, have rejected forgiveness and salvation, have rejected the offer of 
Jesus Christ to repent and believe in Him and, therefore, continue to live in 
their sin. Yet Jesus came to destroy the devil’s work. 

 
God will keep His promise to give us ultimate victory over satan. In this life 
and in the life to come when there will come a day when every knee will 
bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God 
the Father. 
 
Let me go back to this amazing promise in Romans 16:20a, “The God of 
peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.” 

 
So how do we apply this in our lives, this reality that God will win the victory, 
this amazing promise that we can stand on each day no matter what comes? 
Well, I have some good question for you to think about and wrestle with as 
you seek to apply this truth and live in the unshakable hope that God has for 
you. 

 

1. Do you acknowledge the spiritual battle you are in? 
Is that real to you on a daily basis? Do you engage in the battle? The reality is 
that according to Barna and other Christian polling places who do surveys like 



this on an annual basis, the number of Christians who say that they even believe 
that the devil exists has fallen below 50 percent.  

 
What that tells me is that there are a whole lot of Christians who are walking 
casualties of this battle. Because if you do not think that your enemy exists, if 
you do not think that there are spiritual forces of evil, you are ill-equipped to 
defend yourself against their attacks. You will be taken out. You will be a 
casualty of war if you are not aware of and acknowledge the spiritual battle that 
rages around us. 

 
2. Do you know what Jesus has done for you? 

Do you know, and believe in, and have faith in, and have confidence in what 
Jesus has done for you? Do you believe that Jesus came to destroy the works of 
the enemy, that Jesus came to counteract all the sin, the division, the 
brokenness that sin and satan have brought into this world and into our lives? 
Have you received forgiveness and salvation for all of your sins because you 
placed your faith in Jesus Christ? Do you know what He has done for you? Do 
you believe in that? Do you trust in that? Do you bank your whole life on the 
fact that Jesus is the Son of God and Jesus is the Savior of the world? 

 
3. Are you engaged in the battle, utilizing the weapons and armor God has 

provided for you? 
Are you someone who does spend time daily in the Word of God? A good friend 
of mine and I were having a conversation this week about all of the events that 
are happening in our nation and around the world. The temptation is in a week 
like this to spend a whole lot of time consuming a whole lot of information 
written by other people about what is going on in the world around us. This 
friend said, “Here’s what I have done over the course of this past week. I have 
reflected on the idea of, ‘Am I spending more time consuming the written 
words or spoken words of other people than I am spending time consuming the 
written Word of God?’” A very convicting question!  

 
We cannot effectively wield the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God, unless we 
are constantly immersed in the Word of God – if we are reading about it, 
thinking about it, praying through it, meditating on it, memorizing it. That needs 
to be something that we are all doing. Do we put on the belt of truth? Are we 



wearing the shoes for the spreading of the gospel of peace? Do we have the 
breastplate of righteousness? The helmet of salvation? Are we using the 
weapons of prayer and worship to stand victorious against our enemy through 
our Lord Jesus Christ? 

 
4. Which weapon (prayer, worship, Bible, maybe a specific piece of armor, etc.) 

do you need to develop? 
Which of these areas will you commit to growing in this year? And then, not 
only make a commitment to that, but come up with a plan of how you will put 
that into action? Maybe to spend more time with the Lord in prayer and in the 
Word. But put some feet to that. What does that mean? Are you going to get up 
earlier in the morning? Are you going to take your lunch break and immerse 
yourself in the Word? Are you going to spend some time in the evening or right 
before bedtime? Do not only make a commitment but come up with a plan so 
that you can see that commitment come to fruition. Which of these areas does 
God want you to grow in? 

 
The reality, brothers and sisters, is that God already has won, and God will win the 
final victory! All of the spoils of who are God is and what He has done belong to 
those – we are co-inheritors with Jesus Christ of the Kingdom of God, of His 
goodness, His love, His power, His beauty – all of that is ours in Jesus Christ when 
we trust in Him and faithfully live by his Word and his Holy Spirit each day walking 
in obedience to Him. 
 
My hope for every one of you is that in this year of 2021 you will discover in a 
deeper way and live out in a truer way the reality that God will win the victory.  
 
Let us pray together. 
 

God, there are so may rich truths that we looked at this morning from your 
Word. So many ways that your Holy Spirit is blessing us and encouraging us, 
drawing our hearts closer to You. God, we want to live out this truth. We 
want to be the people who live victorious over satan, over the kingdom of 
darkness, the principalities and powers that are at work all around us. The 
ways satan tries to take us away from our Lord whom we love so much, to 
distract us, divide us, and do his work among us to destroy the love 



relationship that we have with God and with one another as followers of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Jesus, we want to be victorious in you. We want to receive the victory that 
you have won for us. We want to walk in holiness, purity, and righteousness. 
You have already given us those things as an incredible gift, and we want to 
walk in those things to bring honor and glory to your name and to see your 
Kingdom expanded among us.  
 
We cannot do this on our own. We can only do it through you. Lord, we do 
bow before you. We declare your greatness. We worship you. We desire to 
grow in our love for you. And we desire to grow in our ability to love, serve, 
and care for the people around us. They are not our enemy, God. No matter 
what they look like. No matter what they believe. No matter who they 
follow. No matter their stance on any number of issues. No person on the 
face of this planet is our enemy. satan and the kingdom of evil is our enemy. 
Help us to love every person as the image-bearer of yours that they are. As a 
child who is worthy of your Son giving His life for them. Help us to care for 
and reach out to them with your compassion and grace, your mercy, and 
Good News. 
 
We ask these things in the precious and holy and powerful and wonderful 
name of our Lord and Savior the Victor, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
As I mentioned last Sunday, I am really excited about the ways God will work in us 
and through us, the ways that He is going to help us grow personally, and as a 
body of believers in this new year. Again, I hope that you are joining us in this 
journey in all of the ways that you can – in the Bible Reading and Prayer Plan (I 
know that some of you have your own devotional Bible reading and prayer plans. 
That is great. You do not have to do ours.) But join us in Scripture and praying 
every single day. Join us by going deeper in the Word with other brothers and 
sisters in Jesus Christ. Again, we have classes that you can do that with. We have 
small groups that you can do that with. People who are mentors – you can do that 
one-with-one. There are all kinds of ways you can go deeper in the Word with 
other believers. 
 



And share the Good News! Share the Good News this year. I believe that God 
wants every one of us to take advantage of opportunities that He will put before 
us to share hope, to share mercy, to share love and Good News with people who 
are desperate for it right now. That is all a wonderful part of this journey as we 
learn to rest in the love of our God and the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ. We 
pray that you would enjoy that, receive that, and experience that with us this year. 
 
Let me pray a prayer of blessing over you. 
 

God, have your way with us. Do you will in us. May your Kingdom come, and 
your will be done in our lives, in our families, in this church, this community, 
this nation, and world as it is in heaven. We pray that you would do that 
among us, God. And we pray these things in great joy knowing that Jesus has 
won the victory! We pray this in His name. Amen. 

 
Seek God and be family! 


