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Good morning! Welcome to worship here at First Baptist Church. If you are joining 
us online, welcome. For those of you who are in the building, welcome. Our 
service will begin in a few minutes, but I do have some things that I want to share 
with you and make you aware of as we continue to seek and serve the Lord 
together. 
 
The first is to let you know that next Sunday at 10am we will be having our budget 
hearing. This is a part of the process of approving next year’s fiscal budget. So, if 
you would like to come here to the church, at 10am it will begin in room 201 and 
you can hear all about the budget for next year and ask any questions that you 
might have. 
 
Also, next Sunday if you are a Jr. High or Sr. High student, or if you have a student 
in your life, we would love to have them come out and join us for a broom ball 
outing out at the rinks that are part of the Central Green Park. We have those rinks 
reserved from 4pm-6pm. A great opportunity for those students to connect and 
have a lot of fun running around on the ice and being safe while they do that 
outside next Sunday. 
 
As a “save the date” announcement, we want to let you know that in order to 
have enough space for Easter Sunday both in the main room and the overflow 
room for everyone who would like to worship in person, we will have three 
services. The Traditional Easter worship service will be at 8:30am in the Sanctuary 
and online. Our two Contemporary Easter worship services will be at 9:45am and 
11am, both in the Multipurpose room and online. We would love to have you join 
us for one of those. And if you have family and friends in town that weekend, have 
them join us for Easter worship. We will have Children’s Church and Early 
Childhood childcare (birth – pre-K) during both of those Contemporary worship 



services and 9:45am and 11am. So, we hope that you are planning to join us for 
worship that day. 
 
If you are a guest with us, either in the building or online, thank you for worshiping 
with us. We love it when we are able to help guests feel like they are part of the 
family and get your questions answered. So, if you are worshiping with us online, 
we would love it if you would go to our website (firstbaptistcambridge.org) and on 
the home page you click on the online connection card, fill that out as much as you 
feel comfortable doing, and then submit it to us. That will let us know that you are 
here, give us a chance to welcome you and thank you, answer any questions that 
you may have, and get some good information in your hands. If you are worshiping 
in person, any of the pastors on staff would love to connect with you after this 
service. We love making sure that you as a guest feel at home from the very first 
Sunday. 
 
I am going to begin our time of worship with a word of prayer. Would you join me? 
 

Lord Jesus, we thank you for the gift of knowing that you are here with us. By 
the power of your Spirit, you fill this room, and you fill our hearts. We are 
here to glorify you. We pray, Lord, that you would be built up and that your 
Kingdom would be built up in our presence as we worship you. We, again, 
thank you for these amazing promises that we have been studying together. 
And this morning is one of the very best and important promises that we all 
can cling to in the midst of the uncertainty, trials, and challenges of this life. 
We pray that you would encourage us now and we pray this in your name. 
Amen. 

 
Good morning! I (Dan DeRushia) want to begin this morning by introducing a new 
organist who is joining us today – Amanda Selin. She is a fantastically gifted 
organist, and we are blessed to have her. We may be seeing her around more 
frequently in the weeks and months ahead, Lord willing. It is a blessing to have you 
playing with us, Amanda. Thank you! 
 
Prayer of Blessing and Commissioning over the Tweeten family 
Duane and Andrea Tweeten and their family are some of the missionaries that we 
support. And after a year of not being able to travel in the work that Duane does 
all over the world, Duane (and his family shortly there after him) are about to set 



out on a mission work. So, I wanted him to share a little with you and then we are 
going to pray a prayer of blessing and commissioning over him and his family. 
 

Good morning! How are you? Thank you on behalf of our family for allowing 
us to represent you at the First Baptist Church of Atibaia in Brazil. I leave on 
Friday. Andrea and the girls leave a couple of weeks later. We are excited to 
be there. I have the opportunity to go and teach three courses in Brazil over 
the next three months. So, I am excited to be there. I am excited to bring my 
family! This is the first time Andrea and my kids have gotten to come with me 
on a trip. So, we are excited to see what the Lord is going to do, and we 
encourage you to be in prayer for us. Just a couple of things that you can be 
praying for in these days: 
 
1) As you know, safety is a big thing in our world today. The United States is    

#1 in Covid-19 cases, with #2 being Brazil. So, we are going from one spot 
to another. Pray for safety. Pray for safety as I drive in a new country with 
new rules and road signs. It is going to be an adventure. And to that end, 
we want to ask you to pray for us to have patience and a spirit of learning 
as we go into a place where we will not know the language, we will not 
know the culture. It is going to be an adventure. It is going to be a great 
experience for all of us, especially for our girls. But please be praying with 
us that we would be humble learners as we are patient with adjusting to a 
new culture.  

 

2) Pray for me in particular as I teach. I am looking forward to spending time 
with students. Normally when I go in for a week or two, I do not get much 
time out of class with them. I am going to be there for three months. So, I 
hope to be able to spend time with them and their family. Pray for me as 
we as a family engage with them as we serve the church there in this way. 
And finally, 

 

3) Pray for us as we continue to raise the last piece of support that we need 
for the trip to cover some of the expenses. Pray that the Lord will provide. 
He has been very faithful. We know that wherever we go, He goes with us. 
That is our encouragement and our strength even in new uncertain 
circumstances. And we are thankful to the Lord as He has prompted us to 
go. 



If you are able, stretch out a hand as I lay a hand on Duane and as we pray for 
God’s blessing on them. 
 

Lord Jesus, we thank you that you have placed this calling on Duane and 
Andrea’s life, and by extension on their kids’ lives as well. We thank you for 
their heartfelt, “Yes” to you. To serving you on staff with Training Leaders 
International to be part of not only this trip, but so many trips that have 
happened over the last number of years all over the world training pastors 
and leaders, evangelists, and missionaries to go out into their own countries 
to plant churches, preach the Gospel, to see your Kingdom expand.  
 

We do pray, Lord, for this upcoming trip that you would bless the whole 
family tremendously through this opportunity to go to a foreign country, to 
go on the mission field, and to serve you in this way. Lord, we pray for safety. 
We pray for good health for Duane, Andrea, and their girls in these weeks 
leading up to the trip and as they go. We pray that as Duane travels this 
week, he would have great flights down, that there would be no problems 
with connections, that there would be no issues that would delay his ability 
to get there, and he would quickly settle in and begin to make the 
connections that he needs to make and do the preparation that he needs to 
do for these three classes that he will be teaching. We pray for your Spirit’s 
power to be present in the lives of these students as he teaches them. We 
pray, Lord, that you would sink the truths that he will be sharing with them 
deep in their hearts and that they would be better equipped and prepared to 
lead in your Church and see your Kingdom come in Brazil as it is in heaven. 
 

Lord, we pray for Andrea and the girls as they will be back here for a couple 
of weeks. Help everything at home to go smoothly. Help them to finish this 
trimester well. And we pray for them that as they travel it would go 
smoothly. Guide their steps and help them to make that connection with 
Duane. We pray for safety in the country as well – both from Covid-19 and 
from many other things that might seek to harm them in any way, God. We 
pray against satan and his work. We know that the enemy does not want this 
precious family of ours to go and serve You in this way. So, we pray, Lord, 
that you will be providing a hedge of protection around them, that angels 
would guard them, and that the kingdom of darkness would flee from them 
because, Jesus, you are present in them. And we pray, Lord, that there would 
be great fruit in this ministry, both in this time while they are there that 



Duane, Andrea, and the girls would have great times of connection with the 
other staff and the students who are part of these classes, encouraging 
them, building them up, and being built up by them. And we pray, Lord, that 
the fruit from this trip would ripple on for generations. That these students 
would share the Good News of Jesus Christ more effectively as a result of this 
time that Duane is teaching them, and that churches and families and 
communities would be built up because of You. 
 

And Lord, we do pray for your continued provision. We thank you for your 
faithfulness and your generosity toward the Tweeten family. We pray that 
you would provide the last needed resources for this special opportunity that 
you have given to them. 
 

Lord, it is with great joy that we send them out in your name, by the power 
of your Holy Spirit, and as representatives of your Kingdom and First Baptist 
Church. We look forward to hearing and seeing what you will do in them and 
through them. Help them to be patient, to wait on you, to trust in you, to 
learn everything that you want them to learn, and to be vessels of your love, 
Good News, and truth everywhere they go there. We pray this in your Holy 
name, Jesus. Amen. 

 
Sermon 
The message that we are going to be looking at, the promise that God has given to 
us this morning, has everything to do with life and the way that Jesus has 
conquered death. So, if you like to keep track of the words of the day, in addition 
to any name of God that I use, you can add the word “life” to that because the 
unshakable hope that we just sung about, prayed about, and declared is that 
death has been defeated! Death has been defeated. This is one of the greatest 
promises that we have to cling to in our lives. 
 
Now the reality is that over the course of the last year all of us in this nation and all 
around the world have come face to face with death in ways that we often do not 
in our normal everyday life. That is, obviously, largely due to the pandemic that 
has gripped the world over the course of the last year. But listen to some of these 
recent headlines that I looked up. 
 

• Virus model: Death Toll to Top 630k in this nation by June 

• 100k Virus Deaths in Biden’s First Month in Office 



• Homicides Surged in 2020 (increased in 29 of 34 major American cities) 

• Meth Overdose Deaths are Surging in America, and Minorities Most at Risk 

• U.S. Drug Overdose Deaths Reach Record High in 2020 

• U.S. Leads Wealthy Nations in Pregnancy-Related Deaths 

• Surge of Student Suicides Pushes Las Vegas Schools to Reopen 
 
The reality is that we have been confronted with in a very real way that death is 
always at our doorstep. That none of us are guaranteed another breath, let alone 
another day, week, month, or year. We tend to live, especially as Americans, as 
though we are all guaranteed another 5, 10, 20, 30, 50 years. And yet, none of us 
can ourselves guarantee or control – even if you had spent this last year 
completely locked up and isolated in your home so that you had no risk of catching 
this virus that has taken so many lives – you are still not guaranteed to have 
survived this past year.  
 
We as a church family have been confronted with this reality just recently in the 
death of some of our most beloved members. Patrick Doherty passed away just 
recently. And again, with so many of these deaths, we do not have the opportunity 
to gather and grieve like we want to. There will be a celebration of Patrick’s life, 
but we do not yet know when that will happen. But so many of our brothers and 
sisters who are part of this church family have gone home to be with Jesus. And 
death is a scary thing! Death is something that most of us, especially in times like 
this, we think about and wonder about, and there is a little fear that that induces 
in our lives. 
 
Several years ago, Google attempted to 
launch on this path a venture they were 
launching to extend the human lifespan. 
This was the headline of the cover article  
of Time magazine. 
 
Ultimately (except for two very unique 
exceptions – Elijah and Enoch), death is 
undefeated. Right? There is no human 
being who has been able to defeat, 
conquer, overcome death.  



I think this speaks to our hubris as human beings – that we would think that there 
is some way that we can ourselves overcome and solve the problem of death. But 
death has been something that is very real, very present to us in this past year. 
 
Today marks the 3-year anniversary of world-renown 
evangelist Billy Graham’s death at the age of 99. It is 
estimated that more than 250 million people in 185 
countries heard the Good News of God’s plan of 
salvation from his years of ministry. Now Billy, true  
to his humble character, was buried in a simple pine 
and plywood casket built by Richard Liggett, who  
was a prisoner at the Louisiana State Penitentiary in 
Angola. And the casket cost $200. 
 
In addition to having impact on the entire world on hundreds of millions of people, 
many presidents of the United States, and so many world leaders all over the 
world, Billy also had an incredible impact on one of the most forgotten people 
groups in the world – those who are serving prison sentences. Most of the 
prisoners in Angola are serving life sentences without the possibility of parole. And 
Billy would go and minister to them. This means they would likely die while in 
prison and be buried in the prison graveyard. Billy, through his love and ministry to 
them, declared boldly that Jesus had come to set the captive free. That Jesus had 
come to bring life. He preached boldly to all who would listen that Jesus came to 
bring life to everyone. Forgiveness and salvation are available through Jesus Christ 
to all who would believe in Him. Through His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus 
had conquered death and the grave and made a way for all of us to receive 
everlasting life. 
 
You see, brothers and sisters, Jesus faced death. He entered into death. And 
through His death and resurrection, He conquered death so that you and I could 
have life. Life abundantly. Jesus brought about the death of death! Google does 
not have to worry about that problem. Jesus has already taken care of it. 
 
Turn in your Bibles to 1 Corinthians 15. So many passages of Scripture speak 
powerfully to this truth, to this promise and this is certainly one of them. I am 
going to invite you to stand as I read this passage. 



1 Corinthians 15:19-20, 54-57 
If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to 
be pitied. 20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
 

54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the 
mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: 
“Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 55 “Where, O death, is your 
victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and 
the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
You may be seated. 
 

When you look at Jesus and this battle with death, we know clearly from Scripture 
that all of us are born into this world as prisoners of sin and death. If you have ever 
memorized the Roman Road, these are two of the passages that you memorized. 
 

Romans 3:23 
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

 
Every person, save for Jesus Christ, has sinned. And because of that sin in Romans 
6:23 we learn that the wages of sin is death, what we earn through our sin, is 
death. But the free gift of God through Jesus Christ is eternal life. We have earned 
sin and death and yet we are given, by God’s grace, by the incredible gift of God, 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

John 10:10 
Jesus said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have 
come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

 
So, the unshakable promise for us is this (we have already said it): through Jesus, 
death has been defeated. We no longer need to live in fear of death. 
 
Now, let us look at some of the realities of sin and death and where that leaves us. 
The reality is that death is a cruel and intruding enemy of the human race. It is 
something that none of us want to think about or deal with. It is something that 
brings fear into our lives. And yet we know from Scripture that this was not part of 



God’s original design. God created people to live in perfect fellowship with him 
forever. That was God’s desire; to live in perfect harmony, fellowship, and love 
with his people who were made in his image. To have them rule and reign over his 
creation representing him, his love, his priorities, and his care. And we, 
unfortunately, chose our own way instead of choosing his way. 
 
Let us do a quick review from Genesis. 
 

Genesis 3:8a 
Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day… 

 
So, Adam and Eve had been created by God, they had been placed in this 
beautiful, lush, amazing garden, this paradise, and we know from this passage that 
God would visit them in the garden, and they would experience intimate, close 
connection with Him, that He would love them, encourage them, and walk 
alongside them in the garden. However, unfortunately, that perfect love and 
fellowship was severed because of our sin. 
 
If we go back to Genesis 2:16-17 we read this. 
 

Genesis 2:16-17 
16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from 
any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly 
die.” 

 
And from Genesis 3:1 we see that Adam and Eve were tempted and they 
ultimately gave in to that temptation. 
 

Genesis 3:1 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals 
the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, 
‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 

 
Already twisting God’s words, beginning to introduce some new concepts/ideas in 
order to deceive Adam and Eve. 
 



Genesis 3:6 
When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and 
pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took 
some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, 
and he ate it. 

 
So, because of this decision to be “like God” knowing good and evil, the desire to 
choose their own way rather than honoring and glorifying their God who made 
them and loved them and walked with them, they experienced the incredible 
consequence of death. Death comes in different forms. There was immediate 
death in terms of separation from God. There would be physical death that would 
come end their lives down the road. And apart from the saving work of Jesus 
Christ, there is eternal death for anyone who does not believe in Him. 
 
We will read the rest of Genesis 3:8 now. 
 

Genesis 3:8b 
Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from 
the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 

 
They knew they had sinned. They had experienced shame and guilt for the first 
time in their relationship with God. Paul sums it up in Romans 5:12. This battle 
between Jesus and death. 
 

Romans 5:12 
Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death 
through sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all 
sinned –  

 
Adam and Eve sinned, and we experience the fallout, the penalty of that sin in our 
own lives, we experience that separation from God. We experience death in this 
life. If you do not place your faith in Jesus Christ before this life ends, you will 
experience eternal death, eternal separation from God. 
 
The reality is that we have an enemy and this enemy – satan, the other fallen 
angels, demons, principalities, and powers – desires to bring sin, suffering, and 



death into our lives. That is satan’s desire. That is the kingdom of darkness’ desire 
– to steal, kill, and destroy as we read about earlier.  
 
Take the example of Job. Job was a “righteous man.” By God’s grace and power in 
his life, he walked with God. (I am paraphrasing.) Satan comes to God and says, 
“Well, yeah, but if Job did not have all these blessings and wonderful things in his 
life, if he was made to suffer, if he lost some of the possessions and some of his 
own family members, if he physically had to suffer, surely he would curse you.” So, 
God gives him permission to bring all of those terrible things into Job’s life. 
 
That is what the enemy wants to do with all of us! To harm us in as many ways as 
possible. To get us to the point where we would curse God and die. And yet, God 
gives us a way to experience victory and freedom over satan, over sin, over death. 
Listen to Jesus’ own description of satan in some of these passages of Scripture: 
 

John 8:44 
You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your 
father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to 
the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native 
language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 

 

John 10:10 
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they 
may have life, and have it to the full. 

 
So, that is the reality of the human race. That is the reality of sin and death. That is 
the reality that we face. It is a very bleak and stark reality apart from Jesus Christ. 
But thanks be to God, Jesus did come. He did die. He did rise again. And through 
that, he conquered sin and death and gave us a way to experience true everlasting 
life. Jesus Christ conquered death by his own death and resurrection. 
 
It is really important to look at this and be reminded of this. Jesus was born of a 
virgin (Mary), fully human, fully flesh and blood like you and I, fully tempted in 
every way that we have been tempted, tried in every way that we have been tried. 
He died by crucifixion and was buried. We have already looked at a lot of those 
passages related to his birth but let us look at some of these passages related to 
his death and his burial. 
 



John 19:30, 33 
When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, 
he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
 

But when they (the Roman guards, the executioners) came to Jesus and 
found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 

 
A little bit later on in that passage we read from John 19:41-42. 
 

John 19:41-42 
At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the 
garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. Because it was 
the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid 
Jesus there. 

 
There are some in our world, it is almost impossible to deny, people do this, but it 
is almost impossible to deny that there is a historical figure/person/man named 
Jesus Christ. Because there is so much evidence in Scripture and many other 
ancient documents for the existence of Jesus, some choose to attack the idea that 
Jesus is the Son of God, he is the Risen Lord, by saying, “Well, when he died, he 
really did not die. He swooned. He fell asleep. His body went into a state where 
ancient people thought that he had died.” Yet there is all kinds of evidence in 
Scripture and elsewhere that would say otherwise.  
 
First of all, these were Roman executioners who were very good at their job. They 
were trained killers. They were paid handsomely to do this work. And they would 
have been the ones who were “experts” in terms of whether these prisoners, 
these people being executed actually died or not. And then you add to that the 
reality that Jesus’ disciples fled. There were terrified! They were not some mighty 
crew who was going to overthrow a group of guards who were keeping watch over 
the tomb and somehow defeat them in some sort of skirmish or battle so that they 
could roll away the stone from the tomb, steal Jesus’ body and just claim that he 
rose again. There are all kinds of other ideas that support that Jesus did die, and he 
did rise again. We will talk a little more about that.  
 
Mary Magdalene and the other women who went to Jesus’ tomb to tend to his 
body discovered that he had been raised from the dead. 



Matthew 28:1-2 
After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 2 There was a 
violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven 
and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 

 
A little bit later in that passage: 
 

Matthew 28:6-7 
He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place 
where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from 
the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ 
Now I have told you.” 

 
These women discover an empty tomb. Some of the disciples come and they 
discover an empty tomb, and they are overwhelmed and perplexed. They are sad 
at first, and then joy-filled and not sure what to make of this reality. And over the 
course of several weeks, Jesus then appears to these women, to his disciples, and 
to many other people. This is listed in all kinds of places – both in the Gospels, and 
in some of the letters in the book of Acts.  
 

• Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene (Mark 16, John 20) 

• Other women who were returning to the tomb (Matthew 28) 

• Disciples on the road to Emmaus and spends the day walking with them. 
Then ultimately eats with them and reveals himself to them. (Luke 24) 

• Peter, disciples and others who were in Jerusalem (Luke 24, 1 Corinthians 15) 

• Disciples without Thomas (John 20) 

• Disciples with Thomas because Thomas had said to his brothers, “Unless I see 
the wounds in his hands and in his side, I will not believe that he has risen.” 
And Jesus blesses Thomas with that revelation. (John 20) 

• Seven disciples by the sea of Galilee (John 21) 

• Disciples on a mountain (Matthew 28) 

• Five hundred people at once (1 Corinthians 15) 

• James (1 Corinthians 15) 

• Disciples at His ascension (Luke 24, Acts 1) 

• Paul (Acts 9, 22, 26; 1 Corinthians 15) 



Jesus appears over and over again encouraging, blessing, teaching his disciples and 
proving to them, “I am alive! I have died and risen again. I have conquered and 
defeated sin and death.” There was no doubt in the disciples’ minds. And as the 
disciples, the apostles, authors of the New Testament write these Gospel accounts 
and write these letters, they are not shy in declaring this unbelievable truth that 
Jesus has risen from the grave. In fact, they name all of these people in these 
documents in a sense to say to those who are reading and hearing this for the first 
time, “Go and talk to them. Hear from them firsthand. They will confirm what I am 
declaring to you that Jesus has risen from the grave. The most miraculous and 
powerful miracle that the world has ever seen has occurred.” The authors of the 
New Testament proclaim that Jesus had conquered death over and over again.  
 

1 Corinthians 15:17-20 
And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your 
sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for 
this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those 
who have fallen asleep. 
 

Hebrews 2:14-15 
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their 
humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who 
holds the power of death – that is, the devil – and free those who all 
their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 
 

1 Peter 3:18 
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, 
to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in 
the Spirit. 

 
Jesus Christ has been raised from the dead. And I know that the vast majority of 
you in this room and worshiping with us online believe that. You bank your whole 
life on this truth, on this promise that Jesus is alive, and that death has been 
defeated! That we can receive forgiveness from sins and life everlasting as we 
place our faith in Him and repent of our sins. What an amazing promise! What an 
amazing truth. 
 



How do we apply this more fully to our lives and live out of this incredible 
promise? Well, the reality of sin and death reveals that life on earth is not as God 
designed it to be. We lose loved ones. Right? Many of us are in grief right now. 
Some of us have had weeks, months, or years of grieving the loss of a loved one. 
For some of us, it has just been a matter of days. We grieve the death of our loved 
ones. We understand (and Jesus understands because he lost loved ones in his life) 
what it means to lose someone who you care deeply about. And whether they are 
in the womb or aged, or somewhere in between, losing them to death is really 
painful and difficult things for us. Death seems severely final. And for many, this 
death brings so much despair and hopelessness. 
 
Questions for you: 

• What do you think about death? Do you ignore it? Deny it? Pretend or 
hope that you or a close loved one will not face it? 
 

Maybe you do not spend much time thinking about it. That is okay. Maybe you 
spend a lot of time thinking about it and worrying about it and fearing it. 

 
The reality is that all of us, save Jesus Christ returning to take us home to be with 
him, will face death. All of us will face death. And as I said earlier, death is virtually 
undefeated. But by God’s grace in two men’s lives, death has not been undefeated 
in the history of humanity. This is something that we should contemplate. Our 
frailty. That fact that none of us are promised tomorrow. It is something that we 
should take very seriously. What are you doing in this life? What are you doing 
with your life? Are you someone who lives in light of the fact that all we ever really 
have is this moment right here, right now? Another moment, another hour, 
another day is not promised to us. Are you living your life in ways that bring God 
honor and glory each and every day? 
 
Solomon, the wisest man besides Jesus Christ who walked the face of the earth 
wrote this in Ecclesiastes 7:1-2. 
 

Ecclesiastes 7:1-2 
A good name is better than fine perfume, and the day of death better 
than the day of birth. It is better to go to a house of mourning than to 
go to a house of feasting, for death is the destiny of everyone; the living 
should take this to heart. 



Do you think about that? Do you consider that? Do you pray for that? Now, that is 
more the hard thing, the negative side of looking at it, considering the promise 
that death has been defeated. 
 
I want you now to picture yourself as you were meant to be. Picture yourself the 
way God designed and intended you to be, walking in perfect love and harmony 
with God, completely whole and holy, experiencing love and harmony with other 
people. That is God’s intention, his desire for his people.  
 
And picture the earth as it was meant to be. No more curse! No more struggle! No 
more strife! No more death! That earth, that kingdom will come. There will be a 
new heaven and a new earth where there will be no sin or curse, no struggle, no 
death. That is what awaits those who place their faith in Jesus Christ. This is the life 
that he offers to us. 
 
Another good question for you: 

• Do you have unshakable hope in the face of death? Do you have unshakable 
hope in Jesus Christ and what he has done for us even though death is always 
around us? Jesus offers that to you. 

 
Tony Evans is a very well-known pastor and leader in the church in this nation. An 
author. Someone who has shared the Gospel all over the world. His wife got 
cancer and ultimately died of that cancer. At her memorial service one of her sons, 
Jonathan Evans, got up and shared a eulogy. In this eulogy he speaks of God’s 
power over death and the way that this promise can have an impact on us when 
we do lose a loved one or when we stare death in the face. Let us watch this video 
together. 
 

Jonathan Evans’ Eulogy for his mother, Lois Evans (video) 
In my thoughts over the past few days, I was wrestling with God because I 
said, “Well, if we have victory in your name, didn’t you hear us when we 
were praying?”  
 

I was wrestling with God over the last few days because, “This was a great 
opportunity that we can tangibly see your glory. Everybody was praying. Not 
only in Dallas, but around the country and around the world, people were 
watching. Where are you? This was an opportunity for us to see your glory!” 



 
And as I was wrestling with God, he answered. He said, “Number one, you do 
not understand the nature of my victory. Just because I did not answer your 
prayer your way does not mean that I have not already answered your prayer 
anyway. Because victory was already given to your mom.  
 

“You do not understand that because of the victory that I have given you, 
there was always only two answers to your prayers. Either she was going to 
be healed, or she was going to BE HEALED. Either she was going to live, or 
she was going to LIVE. Either she was going to be with family, or she was 
going to BE WITH FAMILY. Either she was going to be well taken care of or 
she was going to be WELL TAKEN CARE OF. Victory belongs to me! Because 
of what I have already done for you, the two answers to your prayer are yes 
and YES, because victory belongs to Jesus.”  
 

Then he said to me, “You need to understand that I am God and that I am 
sovereign. My game plan is bigger than any one player on my field. So, you 
need to trust in the Lord with all of your heart and do not lean on you but 
lean on Me because I have the ability to make this crooked situation straight. 
I am the sovereign God. That is why they say that I am that I am. As high as 
the heavens are above the earth are my ways from your ways and my 
thoughts from your thoughts. We do not think the same. 
 

“P.S. Do not tell me how to get my glory!” 
 
Man, every time I watch that I am moved to tears! We can live in that 
understanding that Jesus is victorious over sin and satan and death. We can live in 
that victory today and forever! We can receive the gift of knowing that when God 
does call one of our loved ones home, that they are with Him in glory. And all of 
our prayers for them have been answered in the most beautiful and powerful way 
possible! And that we will join them some day in the presence of our God. We can 
have great hope in Jesus Christ because he is the living God who has brought an 
end to death. 
 
Brothers and sisters, Jesus walked the path through death into everlasting life. He 
died so that we could live. And Jesus is saying to you and to me, “Follow me. 
Follow me. Even into death, follow me and trust in me.” 
 



I have recently been listening to a long biography on the life of Diedrich 
Bonhoeffer who was a German pastor and theologian who ultimately was arrested 
by the German Nazis and then eventually put to death at the age of 39. He has 
some powerful, profound things to say about life, about discipleship, and about 
death. I want to share this quote from some of his writings. This was while he was 
at one of the concentration camps and this is what he writes about God’s power 
over death. 
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945) 
“Death is only dreadful for those who live in dread and fear of it. Death is not 
wild and terrible, if only we can be still and hold fast to God’s Word. Death is 
not bitter, if we have not become bitter ourselves. Death is grace, the 
greatest gift of grace that God gives to people who believe in him.  
 

Death is mild, death is sweet and gentle; it beckons to us with heavenly 
power, if only we realize that it is the gateway to our homeland, the 
tabernacle of joy, the everlasting kingdom of peace. 
 

How do we know that dying is so dreadful? Who knows whether, in our 
human fear and anguish we are only shivering and shuddering at the most 
glorious, heavenly, blessed event in the world? Death is hell and night and 
cold if it is not transformed by our faith. But that is just what is so marvelous, 
that we can transform death.” 
 

I pray that you would cling to this promise that Jesus Christ has conquered death 
and that you would live out of the beauty and wonder of that promise every day of 
your life. That you would not fear death. And when fear comes creeping in, you 
would cry out to Jesus and ask Him for the strength and wisdom and love that you 
need to turn away from that fear and cling to the one who is life and has given you 
life. 
 
Let us pray together. 
 

Jesus, help us to live out these truths. To cling to you as the giver of life, life 
everlasting. The One through whom your death and resurrection has caused 
death to be defeated. We look forward to worshiping you for all of eternity in 
your presence, Lord Jesus. And we pray that you would help us to be faithful 



to worship you now, to live this life that you have blessed us with so that we 
can honor and glorify you. We pray this in your Holy name. Amen. 

 
The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. And that gift is offered 
to every man, woman, and child. All you need to do to receive that gift, to receive 
victory over death, to receive his eternal life, is to repent and believe. To cry out to 
Jesus and say, “Jesus, I know that I have sinned, and I do not want to live that way 
any longer. Please come into my life. Forgive me. Let me receive the life 
everlasting that you have for me.” If you have never prayed that prayer, if you 
have not made that declaration and invited Jesus to be the Lord and Savior of your 
life, what are you waiting for? What are you waiting for? You are not promised 
tomorrow! None of us are. So, receive and embrace this promise, and the joy, 
victory, and freedom that it brings to know that when you draw your last breath, 
in the next moment you will be in glory with the Lord who made you, and loves 
you, and gave His life for you. 
 

God, may that promise and may this offer, this life that you extend to all 
people, be received by everyone who hears my voice this day. May they all 
cry out to you, Jesus, believe in you, turn from their sins, and embrace the 
life that you have for them. We thank you for the fact that you have 
overcome the grave. That you have conquered death. That we will live 
forever with You in glory. We pray this in your Holy name. Amen. 

 
Have a blessed day! 


