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Good morning! We are glad that you are here worshiping with us! If you are a 
guest with us, whether you are in person or online, thank you for joining us. We 
would love it if you would be willing to go to the homepage of our website 
firstbaptistcambridge.org where you will find a Connection Card. If you will fill that 
out and submit it, it will give us an opportunity to welcome you and thank you for 
being with us, answer any questions that you might have, and help you 
understand how you can be part of what God is doing here at First Baptist Church.  
 
We also have a special class that we call “Fresh Starts” and this is a great 
opportunity for anyone who is newer to First Baptist, whether you have been 
coming for a few weeks, or maybe you have been around for a few years but you 
have never taken this class, it will help you learn what God is doing here. Help you 
learn how you can be involved in what God is doing here. How you can know, love, 
and become like Jesus at First Baptist Church. How you can be part of God doing 
that work in the lives of other people here. So, Fresh Starts is Tuesday, OCT 27, at 
6:30pm. It is going to be done via Zoom this time. Pastor Scott is going to be 
leading. If you would like to be part of that, you can email Pastor Scott. You can 
call him. You can get in touch with the main office. We would love to include you 
in that Fresh Starts class on OCT 27. 
 
This Wednesday night there is no Children’s Ministry, or Jr. High Ministry, and 
there is also no Prayer Ministry. This is the Wednesday night right before MEA 
break so we allow our ministry leaders and volunteers to take this Wednesday 
night as a break as well. And we look forward to being back together next 
Wednesday night. 
 
October 25 is a very special Sunday! Two big things: 



1) That morning it is Mission Sunday and we are very excited once again to 
focus in on and learn about all the ways that God has called us as a church 
family to be part of His work around the globe, throughout the United States. 
We have so many supported missionaries and missionary partner 
organizations. You are going to get to hear from two of them that Sunday 
morning. 
 

a. Duane Tweeten is going to be preaching in the services and he works 
with Training Leaders International helping to bring God’s Word and 
training and resources to pastors, church planters, missionaries, all over 
the world! So, you will get to hear what God is doing through TLI, 
through Duane, and how you can pray for them and support them 
financially. Also,  
 

b. During the Sunday School hour, Shawn and Brad Johnson will be here 
from Recycled Lives. They are missionaries that we sent out as a church 
family to Guatemala. They are caring for the poor in Guatemala helping 
to meet their physical and emotional and spiritual needs. So, come that 
Sunday morning eager to learn, eager to hear. If you want to be part of 
Shawn and Brad’s class, you will have to be in person. But, obviously, if 
you are worshiping online you will get to hear from Duane during the 
message. 
 

2) That afternoon at 4pm in the Sanctuary we are having our Semi-Annual 
meeting. We would love to have you come out and join us. 
 

Also, a quick reminder that the Pregnancy Resource Center’s virtual banquet goes 
live next Thursday night, OCT 22, at 7pm. You can watch at that time, or you can 
watch in the days and weeks following OCT 22 depending upon what works in your 
schedule. And as I said, we are going to send some information out (I think 
tomorrow) about how to be a part of that so that you can learn what God is doing 
through that ministry so that you can be part of it through prayer or through 
giving. Again, every dollar that is raised up to that first $10,000 through that 
banquet will be matched by First Baptist through a gift that was given to be used 
for this purpose by another family here at First Baptist. So, we are excited about 
that. 
 



In this season, again, we are not passing offering plates, but isn’t it a joy to get to 
give to the Lord! I think sometimes we have this misunderstanding or maybe this is 
not as true of older Christians, but maybe younger Christians, it is like this 
obligation, “Do I have to?” I can hear my boys, “Dad, do I have to do this?” No! It is 
not about having to. It is about getting to because God has been so generous to us 
and we get to give back to Him and be part of His work. So, in this season, you can 
continue to give in the giving boxes if you are here in person. Or if you are online, 
you can give on our website. You can mail in those offering checks. We are so 
thankful, so blessed, that we get to give to the Lord. 
 
Will you join me in prayer? 
 

God, we thank you that you have given so much to us and for us. And we are 
here to worship you. You are such an incredible, grace-filled, loving, kind, 
compassionate, generous God and we want to give ourselves to you in every 
way we possibly can, Lord. We pray that you would be glorified in this time of 
worship and we ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
This morning we are continuing on the journey of understanding more what God 
wants to do in us and through us as a church family over the next 12, 18, 24 
months by looking at this Fourth Focus, Uniting as Family to Enjoy and Unleash 
God’s Mercy and Hope. This morning we are going to look at uniting as family to 
enjoy God’s mercy. If you have missed any of the messages over the last several 
weeks, please do go back and watch them. Listen to them, because this is really 
important for everyone who considers First Baptist Church their church home. It is 
really important for us to start off this next big step in our journey on the same 
foot and if we are able to do that, I believe God will do great things in us as a 
church family. 
 
Will you join me in prayer as we dive into God’s Word together? 
 

Lord Jesus, we do thank you that you are with us. We thank you that you 
have come to us and revealed yourself to us, and that you invite us into a 
relationship with you. By your great mercy, you have given us new birth into 
a living hope and we thank you, Lord, that you are the One who is in this 
place right now by the power of your Holy Spirit, that you are filling this room 



and you are filling the homes where people are worshiping with us online, 
and you have come into the heart and the life of every believer in Jesus 
Christ. So, we thank you, Holy Spirit, that you are here to teach us, here to 
correct us, here to guide us, here to empower us to live this life that would 
bring our Heavenly Father, our Lord Jesus, and our Holy Spirit glory.  
 
Lord, we do continue to pray for our nation. In these weeks as we come 
down to the election, there continues to be so much turmoil, unrest, anger, 
hatred. God, we know that is not your desire for people. We know that you 
desire for your Kingdom to come and your will to be done on earth, in this 
nation, in this community as it is in heaven. And your Kingdom is a kingdom 
of peace and life, and truth and joy, and love. So, we pray, Lord, that those 
things would be evident through your church in these days and that you 
would bring about your will in the weeks ahead. 
 
Lord, we pray that you would be teaching us now through your Word, 
through your example. And we pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
So, this next big step, this Fourth Focus that God has us on, is that we are going to 
be Uniting as Family to Enjoy and Unleash God’s Mercy and Hope. Looking back a 
few Sundays, we learned what it means to be uniting as family. It is so important 
that we continue to be more and more united in the days and weeks and months 
ahead. Again, Satan is at work. He wants to divide the church in countless ways. He 
is at work dividing people in this nation and we must remain united because we 
keep the main thing the main thing! Jesus Christ and His Kingdom is the main thing 
for each and every one of us. And as we grow in Christ-likeness, each and everyone 
of us personally, that will draw us closer to our Lord. That will help us to be more 
united as a family.  
 
Last Sunday we looked at uniting as family to enjoy God. How many of you took 
my assignment seriously and enjoyed God this last week? Good! I am glad you did. 
I hope and pray that you are, with me, learning each day how to enjoy God. How 
to enjoy this incredible love that He has for us, this relationship that He has invited 
us into. He is the source of all love and joy, beauty, life, truth in the world. So, as 
we grow in our relationship with Him, we enjoy Him more and more. 



This morning we are going to look at what it means to be uniting as family to enjoy 
God’s mercy – enjoying one specific dimension of our relationship with God, one 
specific attribute of our God – that He is a merciful God. To get your hearts and 
minds thinking, to get the wheels turning, I am going to give you an opportunity to 
think on your own to define these two terms (because I think we often get these 
terms confused or mixed up, or they overlap). What does mercy mean? And what 
does grace mean?  
 

Classic Definitions 
Mercy Not getting what you deserve 
Grace Getting what you do not deserve 

 
We are going to unpack this more through some of the Scripture that we are going 
to be reading together this morning. 1 Peter 1:3-9 is our main theme text for this 
series and will be referenced multiple times all throughout the months ahead. 
 

1 Peter 1:3-9 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance 
that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven 
for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the 
coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.   
6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may 
have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that 
the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, 
which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory 
and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen 
him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you 
believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,   
9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of   
your souls. 

 
As we already very briefly discussed, the classic definitions or understandings 
when you are comparing grace and mercy are exactly what was just shared. 



Mercy, at its core, is not getting what you deserve and Grace, at its core, is getting 
what you do not deserve. Let me share a little illustration from yesterday. 
 
I took out three of our boys golfing yesterday and the Gustafson family does not 
golf very often. In fact, for some of us it was our 2nd time this year. For all of us, it 
was our 1st or 2nd time in several years that we golfed. We went up to Grandy Nine 
and it took us 2 hours and 40 minutes to shoot nine holes of golf! So, we were 
committed! We were passionate!  
 
Now in the Gustafson family, each of us are in our own minor ways accomplished 
athletes. We have some sports that we are pretty strong in. Golf is not one of 
them! (As you can tell by the amount of time it took us to shoot nine holes.) We 
expect in the Gustafson household to be good at everything athletically. When we 
hit a good shot, we shout from the mountaintops. We are pretty sure that we are 
professional golfers. And yet, with the next six shots which dribble away to the 
right, or plunk into the water, or get lost in the woods, we wail and moan in agony 
because surely something unfair happened to us in that moment, in that swing!  
 
I do not know if any of you golf like us, but we were coming to the last hole and 
one of our boys (I will not name names) on the last hole stepped up to the tee box 
and he has his driver – it is about 130ish yards – and he is hoping to clear the small 
pond that juts out over halfway into the “fairway.” He hits a line drive. It is sailing 
and actually headed in the direction of the green and the pin, but alas, it lands just 
short of the pond, takes one hop, and splashes down into the pond.  
 
So, he says to me…Now I had given all of the boys (and myself) one Mulligan on 
our drives for the nine holes…and he had already used that. But he said, “Dad, I am 
hitting another one. I don’t care.” I said, “Okay, that’s fine. We are on the last 
hole.” By now it is starting to get dark out and we are basically the only ones on 
the course. So, he steps up and hits almost an identical drive. I think the second 
ball landed in the ripples of the first ball as it was still sinking into the pond. He 
turns to me and says, “Dad, I am hitting as many as I need to until I land on that 
green.”  
 



What I did in that moment was extend mercy to my son because what I could have 
done was said, “Ah, my son, golf balls are not cheap. You have already put two in 
the drink and for every ball you put in the drink you owe me like $3.” I did not say 
that. I extended mercy and let him pull out a third ball and put it on the tee. Now, 
mercy would have been for me to say, “Son, I have given you mercy that I am not 
going to make you pay for the two balls that you have already put in the drink.” 
And grace would be, “I will supply you with unlimited golf balls until you finally 
land one of those balls on the green.”  
 
Now his next shot, fortunately, made it over the pond and he was thrilled by that. 
It was an exciting moment on the closing hole. But just a very basic human 
illustration between mercy and grace, I bore the cost of those first two golf balls. 
And grace would have been to say, “I will continue to feed you unlimited golf balls. 
There will not come a point in time where I am going to say to you, ‘You need to 
dive into the pond and collect some of those balls or you owe me a whole bunch of 
money.’” 
 
Now, grace and mercy, in terms of these classic definitions when it comes to our 
relationship to God would, obviously, be this. Romans 3:23 says, “For all have 
sinned, and fall short of the glory of God.” There is not a person, save Jesus Christ, 
who has ever walked the face of this earth who has not sinned. And because we 
fall short of the glory of God, Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death.” By 
your sin, by my sin, we earn death. Eternal separation from God. Physical death. 
Relational death. There is all kinds of death that enters the picture when Adam 
and Eve sin and when we continue to sin. For we have earned death by our sin. 
 
So, mercy is God not giving us who place our faith in Jesus Christ the natural 
consequences of that sin, the eternal separation that we have earned from God 
because of our sin. Mercy is God being patient. Picture in your mind that you have 
the ability to with your hands craft a little guy out of clay. Let’s say you made this 
little person. You crafted him and then, somehow, you were able to breathe life 
into this little clay woman or man. They start jumping around and talking to you, 
and then they look at you and they say, “Oh, you disgust me! I do not want 
anything to do with you! I want my freedom. I want to do what I want to do!”  
 



What I would do as a creator of that little man would be “thbptttttttt.” You know? 
“I made you! I gave you life! You would not exist apart from me, yet you are going 
to have this attitude with me and you are going to rebel against me and do all of 
these kinds of things to harm me or flee from me?” And yet, God is merciful. He 
does not zap us. He does not wipe us off the face of the planet the first time that 
we sin, or the 10th time that we sin, or the 1000th time that we sin, or the 100,000th 
time that we sin. God is merciful, giving us an opportunity to repent and come to 
faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
If and when we do that, God is gracious to us in that He gives himself freely to us. 
He gives us life everlasting. He invites us into a personal interactive love 
relationship that grows with Him each and every day. He unleashes all that He is 
into our lives. And, if we are willing to receive (again, this is last Sunday’s message) 
and enjoy all that He has for us, you will live an incredible life. You will live a joy-
filled life. You will live a peace-filled life. You will live the kind of life other people 
will look at and say, “What is wrong with this person?” in the sense that they will 
not have any clue what you have discovered in Jesus Christ. But it gives you an 
opportunity then to say to them, “What is wrong with me is that I know the living 
God and He knows me, and He has chosen me to be His child to love and save and 
forgive and redeem and walk with Him each day. So, in the midst of a global 
pandemic, you bet I am joyful! You bet I have peace! You bet I have assurance! You 
bet I have all of the things that you are longing for because I have found the true 
source of all of those things – Jesus Christ.” 
 
But as I mentioned just a few moments ago, mercy is not getting what you 
deserve. Yet the biblical witness to what mercy truly is, is much fuller and richer 
than that limited understanding. So, we are going to do a very brief word study on 
some of the Hebrew words and some of the Greek words that we find in the Bible 
that speak into what mercy is biblically. I am going to invite you to do some of this 
with me. Now, let me confess that in Seminary I did not take Hebrew and in 
Seminary it was 19 years ago that I took Greek. So, I do not know that my 
pronunciation is exactly right on all of these terms. But let us do some of this 
together.  
 



The first term here you will sometimes see with a “C” or the Romanized version 
with just an “H,” but pretend that when you try to clear your throat you kind of go 
“KH.” Do that with me, “KH.”  
 

So, the first word Chesed is pronounced “Khesed.” Chesed means 
“goodness,” “loving-kindness,” or “mercifulness.” We find that in a lot of 
different passages, with Psalm 18:25 being one of them. 
 
The second word Racham is pronounced “Rakh’-am.” It has the same “KH” 
sound as in the first word. Racham means “to love or have compassion,” “to 
have a disposition of mercy.” (Psalm 116:5) 
 
Kapporeth means “ransom” and is pronounced “Kap-po’reth” and it is 
associated with the “mercy seat” that we find in Scripture in the Old 
Testament. There was a mercy seat in the tabernacle and there was a mercy 
seat in Jerusalem after they built the temple. (Exodus 25:22) So that concept 
of ransom.  

 
Then if you go to the New Testament, there are some Greek words that speak into 
this idea of mercy: 
 

Eleos means kindness or good will towards the miserable and afflicted, 
joined with a desire to help them. (Matthew 23:23) 
 

Eleemon means “to have pit on,” to “show compassion,” or to “be merciful.” 
(Matthew 5:7) 
 

Oiktirmos also suggests compassion or pity. It is the idea of divine patience in 
showing compassion and passing over sins. (Romans 12:1) 

 
As you are reading through the Bible and see the word Mercy, it would be one of 
these words (or there are a few others that are used fewer times than these), but 
it would be one of these words in the original Hebrew or Greek that you are 
reading. This is, obviously, a much fuller understanding than simply not receiving 
the bad things that you deserve because of your sin. 
 



I like how Millard Erickson captured this idea when he said: 
 

“God’s mercy is His tenderhearted, loving compassion for His people.    
It is His tenderness of heart toward the needy. If grace contemplates 
humans as sinful, guilty and condemned, mercy sees them as miserable 
and needy.” – Millard Erickson 

 
How many of you were looking forward to being called miserable and needy this 
morning when you came to church? We do not want to think of ourselves in those 
terms and that is one of the major problems of humankind is that we do not want 
to have a proper understanding of ourselves apart from God. We want to think 
that we are pretty wonderful and that we are pretty capable, and that we do not 
really have any needs. And the needs that we do have, we can take care of on our 
own. Yet, we have to understand and see that we are miserable and needy apart 
from our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Now, the most powerful display of God’s mercy comes when we look at the cross. 
When we look to the cross of Jesus Christ, we see so many of the attributes of God 
in their clearest and most profound depiction anywhere at any point in history. So, 
there is a dilemma in Scripture. God reveals himself and He speaks to the writers 
of Scripture to portray himself in what they are writing as a God who is righteous. 
A God who has to treat sin with righteous justice. A God who has to look at us and 
say, again as Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death.” You are worthy of 
death. That is the only way God can claim to be a righteous, holy, just God is if God 
treats injustice and sin in that way. If He hands down judgment that says, “Here is 
what this sin deserves.” 
 
The other way God reveals himself all throughout Scripture, all throughout history, 
the ways that He encourages the authors of Scripture to speak about Him is that 
God is full of mercy. God is gracious. God is patient. God is full of grace. God is one 
who desires to have a relationship with people who are sinners. Even though we 
are enemies of God, God desires to have a relationship with us. He pursues us. So, 
what we see in the cross of Jesus Christ is the only answer, the only thing that can 
bring these two concepts together and prove that God is everything that He says 
that He is. It is for God himself to reconcile us to himself. It is for God himself to 
come in the flesh in the man, Jesus Christ, to live in perfect obedience to the 



Father. Having done that, to go to the cross and have all of the wrath of God 
poured out on Him for your sin and for mine. To take all of that upon Himself so 
that we can be forgiven of all of that.  
 
So, in Jesus Christ, in the cross, we see the mercy, love, kindness, grace, patience 
of our God on full display. And in the cross of Jesus Christ we see the righteousness 
of God, of the holiness of God, the judgment of God, the wrath of God poured out 
on Jesus. That is why Jesus can say, very truthfully, “I am the way, the truth and 
the life. No one comes to the Father but through me.” And if we are Bible-
believing Christians, we have to hold on to that truth that Jesus is the only way to 
eternal life, the only way to salvation, the only way to the Father. There is no other 
way but through Jesus Christ because it is in Jesus that all of those things come 
together. 
 

“The cross displays God’s mercy and grace and justice and does so with 
startling clarity… If you have never been deeply scandalized and 
offended by the cross, you may have never really heard its message.”    
– William Farley 

 
Again, this is what separates Christianity from all other major world religions. No 
other religion believes that God came in the flesh and died for His broken, sinful, 
and fallen people, and then rose again to new life conquering sin and death and 
giving us eternal life through Him. 
 
I want to read for you from Hebrews. This passage speaks to who Jesus is and what 
He has done, and why we receive mercy from Him. 
 

Hebrews 4:14-16 
14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into 
heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we 
profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize 
with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every 
way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s 
throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help us in our time of need. 

 



So how do we enjoy God’s mercy? Just a handful of quick thoughts this morning of 
how we can unite as family to enjoy God’s mercy together. So, some of these 
things have personal application, and some of them are more community-
oriented, but all of them could really be applied to both settings. 
 

1. Rightly Understand Who You Are 
Both in terms of rightly understanding we are poor and broken and needy 
and miserable, that we are desperately in need of a Savior, and that we are 
sinners who are hopeless to rectify that situation on our own. We need to 
rightly understand who we are from that part of the equation. And, if you 
have placed your faith in Jesus Christ, to rightly understand who you are in 
Jesus. You are a recipient of God’s great mercy, grace, love, and compassion. 
He wants to lavish all that He is and all that He has onto you because you are 
now a child of God. You are forgiven and redeemed and restored into that 
right relationship that God offers to you. 
 
So, we need to in both senses rightly understand who we are if we are going 
to enjoy God’s mercy. And we need one another for that. You can do that on 
your own, but you need believers around you who are speaking into your 
life, who are helping to correct those areas. Coming alongside you in love and 
grace to say, “Jared, here seems to be a blind spot in your life and I know 
that God wants to do some work there. Let us pray together. Let me walk 
along side you. Let us love and encourage each other.” And we need brothers 
and sisters who come along side us in the midst of the lies of this world and 
of our enemy to say, “Jared, you are the son of the Most High God. You are a 
king in His court. You are royalty. You are beloved. You are forgiven and 
redeemed.” 

 
2. Receive God’s Gift of Mercy 

This is something that God does even before you place your faith in Jesus 
Christ. I do not know who is in this room. You might not have done that. I do 
not know who is watching online, but I know that there is probably someone 
if not several people how have not yet placed their faith in Jesus Christ. Even 
YOU are a recipient of God’s mercy because God is patient with you. He has 
given you an opportunity to repent and respond to His love, and to receive 



His forgiveness and grace and mercy. He has not yet exercised that final 
judgment of eternal separation from Him. He has given you time; an 
opportunity to hear the truth of who Jesus is, and what it means to repent 
and believe in Him so that you can receive in fullness God’s gift of mercy in 
your life.  
 
All who have placed their faith in Him have already received His mercy, and 
we can continue to receive His mercy. Scripture tells us that His mercies are 
new every morning! The mercies of our God are new every morning. So 
certainly, we cannot plumb the depths to fully receive the mercy of God in 
this life because God’s mercies are unending. 
 

3. Believe in Jesus Christ 
Walk in a deep interpersonal relationship with Him. This is something that 
everyone can grow in. For those of you who are not walking with Jesus yet 
place your faith, your trust, your confidence in Him. Ask Him to be Lord of 
your life. To save you. To forgive you. To give you eternal life. 
 
And if you have already done that, believe in Him more each day. Grow in 
your relationship with Him. Again, this belief in Scripture is not just about 
what goes on in your head but what you are doing with your day-to-day life. 
Are you believing in Him more today than you did yesterday? How is that on 
display in your life, your words, your thoughts, your attitudes, and actions? 
May we be people who grow in our belief in Jesus each day. 
 

4. Be Confident in God’s Love for You 
I love from the Hebrews passage that we have an opportunity to be 
confident because of whom Jesus is and because of what we have done. It 
says in Hebrews 4:16, “Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with 
confidence.” You are the poor, retched, miserable sinner that I am. And, 
because of what Jesus has done and because of who He is, we can walk into 
the throne room of Almighty Holy Righteous God with confidence and 
receive His mercy, receive His grace into our lives. So be confident in God’s 
love for you. Again, something that we do personally and something that we 



need one another for to remind each other of God’s great love for each and 
every one of us. 
 

5. Receive and Celebrate All of the Ways He Lavishes His Kindness, 
Compassion, and Good Will on You Each Day 
Again, each one of those terms is a part of what mercy is all about. And God 
wants to lavish His mercies on you every single day. One of the things that 
we do as a family (we do not do this every night, but several times a week 
when we are sitting down for dinner together), we will go around the table 
and we will share with one another what some of our highs and lows of the 
day are. This is a good way (some of you journal and some of you talk in the 
morning with a friend, and some of you pray these things at night to your 
Father) to look back on your day at some point and say, “Lord, thank you that 
in those low points you were with me. You carried me through that, and you 
loved me through that. You met my needs.” And in those high points say, 
“Lord, this is in evidence of your mercy in my life. Your mercies are on display 
in the good things that I experienced in this day.” So, take that time on your 
own, with your family or with a friend or spouse and to do that and reflect on 
what God has done so that we do not miss out on what His mercies are in 
our lives. Both in the good times and in the hard times, God is lavishing His 
kindness, compassion, and good will on you each day. 
 

I want to read Psalm 40 to you. This is from David. This was the last Psalm in last 
week’s Bible Reading and Prayer Plan. If you are not yet reading the Psalms with 
us, I would encourage you this week to read Psalm 41-50. That is where we are at 
this week. But I want to read this because I think David expresses so powerfully 
and beautifully what it means to be the people of God who both recognize who we 
are apart from Jesus Christ, apart from God and embrace all that it means to be 
one who is loved by God and has received His mercy, His grace, His love, His 
forgiveness into our lives. 
 

Psalm 40 
I waited patiently for the LORD; he turned to me and heard my cry. 
2 He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my 
feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand. 

 



Mercy and grace on display. 
 

3 He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. Many 
will see and fear the LORD and put their trust in him. 4 Blessed is the one 
who trusts in the LORD, who does not look to the proud, to those who 
turn aside to false gods. 5 Many, LORD my God, are the wonders you 
have done, the things you planned for us. None can compare with you; 
were I to speak and tell of your deeds, they would be too many to 
declare. 
 

There is too much mercy. Too much love. There is too much grace. Too much 
power for us to adequately describe or declare what God has done. 

 

6 Sacrifice and offering you did not desire—but my ears you have 
opened—burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not require. 7 Then I 
said, “Here I am, I have come—it is written about me in the scroll. 8 I 
desire to do your will, my God; your law is within my heart.”  
 

Everyone who receives that mercy and grace would love to honor God, and 
glorify Him, and obey Him. To walk with Him in ways that bring Him glory. 

 

I proclaim your saving acts in the great assembly; I do not seal my 
lips, LORD, as you know. 10 I do not hide your righteousness in my heart; 
I speak of your faithfulness and your saving help. I do not conceal your 
love and your faithfulness from the great assembly. 11 Do not withhold 
your mercy from me, LORD; may your love and faithfulness always 
protect me. 12 For troubles without number surround me; my sins have 
overtaken me, and I cannot see. They are more than the hairs of my 
head, and my heart fails within me. 13 Be pleased to save me, LORD; 
come quickly, LORD, to help me. 14 May all who want to take my life be 
put to shame and confusion; may all who desire my ruin be turned back 
in disgrace. 15 May those who say to me, “Aha! Aha!” be appalled at 
their own shame. 16 But may all who seek you rejoice and be glad in 
you; may those who long for your saving help always say, “The LORD is 
great!” 17 But as for me, I am poor and needy; may the Lord think of me. 
You are my help and my deliverer; you are my God, do not delay. 

 
Let us pray together. 



Lord, there is no end to the mercy that you desire to lavish on our lives. And 
we thank you for that. Lord, I thank you that you are merciful to every person 
alive today. That you have shone your great mercy by making it possible for 
them to have time to seek you. To repent of their sins. To receive life eternal. 
And, God, I pray that if there is anyone listening or watching right this 
moment, that they would place their faith in you if they have not yet done 
that, Jesus. That they would repent of their sinful ways and turn to you, the 
One who is full of mercy and grace and love for them. That they would 
receive that in their lives. We pray that they would be committed to you as 
we commit ourselves to you, Lord. We pray, God, that you would help each 
one of us grow in our understanding of and enjoyment of your mercy in our 
lives. Your mercy comes in all different shapes and sizes. In all different kinds, 
all different forms, all different times throughout each day. Help us not to 
miss out on one of those mercies of yours, God. And as we enjoy it, may we 
share it joyously and generously with those around us. We thank you for 
teaching us at this time. We commit ourselves to you and pray this in your 
holy name. Amen. 

 
In this week ahead, may you receive and enjoy all of the ways that God desires to 
lavish His mercy on you. May you receive it with great joy and then as you receive 
God’s mercy, may you be someone who shares that with other people around you. 
Is not our world, our nation in need of people who are full of mercy right now? We 
so need this! And God can supply all of the mercy that we need to live in a way 
that shares His love, peace, forgiveness, and salvation to the people around us. 
 

Lord God, do that in us. Help us to understand and appreciate and receive 
with joy all of the mercy that you lavish on us from moment-to-moment, day-
by-day, and help us as we receive that to share your mercy, your love, your 
grace with the people around us. We thank you that you can and do this as 
we seek you, Jesus. We pray this in your holy name. Amen. 
 

Seek God and be family as you receive and share God’s mercy! 


