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We are so glad that you are here worshiping with us! We are so glad that you are 
joining us online from your homes. It is always a joy to gather to celebrate our Lord 
Jesus Christ and to thank Him for all that He has done for us and we trust that that 
is why you are here. You want to encounter the living God with brothers and 
sisters in Christ and have an opportunity to lift His name on high. 
 
Before I go any further, I do have one very special announcement this morning. For 
the past 25 years Cheryl Morin has been serving as our Office Manager. This 
month marks 25 years for her. Would you join me in just thanking her for her 
service? We love you, Cheryl. It is amazing what she does and keeps running. Every 
person on staff would tell that if it were not for Cheryl, so many of what God does 
in and through this church would not happen. So, thank you, Cheryl, for 25 years 
of faithful service. 
 
A few reminders and then we have a special guest to share an announcement. 
Mission Sunday is next week. Our very own Duane Tweeten, a member of this 
church family, also a supported missionary of First Baptist with Training Leaders 
International, will be preaching at the services. He is a dynamic, powerful preacher 
so we hope that you will join in for that. And during the Sunday school hour, 
anyone who would like to (if you are here in person) join us downstairs in the 
Fellowship Hall for Brad and Shawn Johnson giving a presentation on their work 
and what God is doing through them through Recycled Lives – a powerful ministry 
to the poor and homeless in Guatemala. We would love to have you join us for 
that. And we are planning to record that presentation, and in some way make that 
available to you. Again, for those of you online, we are not quite sure of all the 
details, but we are planning to have it available for you online as well.  
 



Our Semi-Annual meeting is next Sunday at 4pm in the Sanctuary. If you are not 
able to be here in person, but would still like to take part in the vote, you can 
contact the church office and we will provide you with an absentee ballot for that 
vote. 
 
Our “Fresh Starts” class, which is an opportunity for anyone who is newer to First 
Baptist to learn more about the church and how you can get involved and build 
relationships, and grow in your relationship with Jesus Christ will be held on 
October 27 (a Tuesday night) starting at 6:30pm. It is a Zoom class that Pastor 
Scott will be leading. If you would like to receive the invitation for that Zoom class, 
please contact Pastor Scott – email him, call him, send up smoke signals, call the 
main office, we would love to get you connected and signed up for that class. 
 
And, again, we are not passing offering plates, but we do have boxes in the 
building. If you are worshiping online, you can give 24/7 on our website. Thank you 
for being part of what God is doing. 
 
Now this time I get to introduce to you Gina Kennedy, the CEO of the Pregnancy 
Resource Center. We have been telling you about the banquet coming up this 
week and about the matching gift that was given by a generous family at First 
Baptist for gifts that are given at the banquet. Gina, thank you so much for sharing 
about the banquet and about the Pregnancy Resource Center. 
 

Thank you, Pastor Jared. It is certainly an honor to get to be here with all of 
you today. I want to give you an update about what has been going on at the 
Pregnancy Resource Center. If you are not familiar with us, this is actually our 
35th anniversary year. We started 35 years ago and as that happened, the 
community came together, and this church was an integral part of the group 
that came together to help this organization get started way back then. So, it 
is super exciting for me to be here.  
 
The PRC – like many of you – has been navigating the pandemic in interesting 
ways. We have certainly changed and worked very quickly and rapidly to 
meet the needs of the clients that we are serving. And we decided to take all 
of those challenges that have come up and just twist them into great 



opportunities. God has really done that through the work that we do at the 
Center. It has been amazing to watch Him work and amazing to see what we 
have been able to do. It is exceedingly important that we continue to meet 
those needs because abortion providers are reporting that their 
appointments have increased by 280% per month during the pandemic. Their 
completion rate of appointments scheduled for abortions was about 50% 
who would show up to complete that appointment; that has increased now 
to 85%. We have seen a huge increase because of the fear of what is going 
on both physically and financially. All of the stressors that we all are 
experiencing in our own life are certainly being experienced by those in a 
pregnancy. Even those who had planned pregnancies, once this pandemic 
began, started seeing their pregnancies different. We are needed more than 
ever and, of course, the challenges hit us as well. So, I really appreciate the 
continued support of everybody. 
 
I also am here today to promote our fall fundraising event. Obviously, that is 
not going to occur in the normal way because of the gathering restrictions. 
But we are doing an online fundraising event that will premier this Thursday 
evening at 7pm. It is a 45-minute video presentation that will be available 
from there on going forward. You can watch it any time at your convenience. 
As Jared has been sharing, there is this amazing generous donor who has 
given us a $10,000 matching gift that is being facilitated through First Baptist 
Church. This is super exciting for us to have a matching gift to start us off 
with and we want to hit that match very quickly and use all of that $10,000. 
So, we hope that you will consider helping us do that and then your money is 
doubled. That is always a fun thing to do when you are giving.  
 
I want to encourage you all to continue to pray for us. This has been a 
challenging time for us just like everybody else, and for our team. They are 
an amazing group of ladies who work very hard. I hope that you would pray 
for us every day. We really need prayer daily. Not just for us as a team, but 
for those who we are going to meet with that day because we never know 
exactly who that will be or what their story is. 
 



I want to thank Jared for allowing us to come in and promote this a little bit. 
It is going to be a little more challenging. This is our largest fundraiser. It 
carries us through the majority of the year, so we are really going to need a 
lot of help. You can find the event online and share it. Please share it in any 
social media that you are doing to help others find it and see it. 
 
I am going to end today just simply with John 10:10 which, of course, you all 
know. “The thief comes to steal, kill, and destroy but I have come to give you 
life and to give it to the full.” That is what we are about. Sharing life with 
others and giving it to them to the full. We do that through all of our 
services. Not just giving a child to birth but helping those parents to really 
excel at parenting. And, most importantly, to share Jesus Christ within that 
process. So, I hope you can support us in that process. Thank you for having 
us here. 
 

This morning we are continuing on this journey of what this next big step in our 
Vision journey that God has us on is all about. This morning we are going to look at 
what is means to unite as family to enjoy God’s hope. How many of us need a little 
hope in these days? Yes. Amen! The reality is that we always need hope, and yet 
as you endure seven months of trial and tribulation and pandemic, we need more 
hope now than we often do in our day-to-day ordinary lives. So, we are going to 
understand how to enjoy God’s hope more. 
 
Will you join me in prayer? 
 

Holy Spirit, we thank you that you are in this place and we yield ourselves to 
you right now. Have your way in us. We pray, Lord God, that you would help 
us to understand what it means to worship a God of hope. And a very 
different kind of hope than the world understands or talks about hope. We 
pray that your hope would wash over us, and that your hope would flow 
through us into the lives of people who need your hope. We thank you that 
you are the One who has given us life everlasting. That we have hope in this 
life and in the life to come because of who you are and what you have done, 
Lord Jesus. We give ourselves to you now and we pray these things in your 
holy name. Amen. 

 



As I mentioned, we are in this series where we are unpacking and exploring what 
does it mean for us to be in this Fourth Focus, to take this next big step. And this 
next step over the next 12-24 months is that we are going to unite as family in 
order to enjoy and unleash God’s mercy and hope. Over the last several weeks we 
have been looking at the first part of that – what does it mean for us to be united, 
what does it mean for us to unite and enjoy God’s mercy. This morning, what does 
it look like for us to unite to enjoy God’s hope. As I indicated early on with that 
question, we all need hope in these days! And our world needs hope in these days! 
And Jesus Christ IS the hope of the world. Jesus Christ IS hope for you and me as 
we trust in Him and give ourselves to Him. 
 
As I have been doing in these messages, I want to give you an opportunity to think, 
get the wheels turning a little bit. So, think about this on your own or you can 
discuss this with someone seated near you or in your home: What are the main 
differences between how the world hopes and how believers in Jesus hope? What 
are the main differences between how the world hopes and speaks about or thinks 
about hope versus those who believe in Jesus Christ and the way we think about 
hope? 
 
I do not know how many of you are aware of this, but last Saturday was World 
Mental Health Day. I did not know that except for the fact that I happened to be 
on the USA Today online newspaper and there was this article that caught my eye. 
It was written and released on World Mental Health Day and the title of it was, 
“Why it’s so Important to hope.” Here was just a couple of paragraphs: 
 

Most people hope for something. 
 

The big things: An end to the pandemic. Their candidate to win the 
presidential election. A better future for their children. They hope for 
tangible things: a bigger paycheck, a safe home, good health. And the 
more amorphous ones: love, respect, to feel seen. 
 

Recent polls show that while most Americans remain at least somewhat 
hopeful about the future, hope is being tested. Suffering and division 
are ever-present, and there doesn’t seem a clear path forward. But 



psychologists say hope is not a luxury. For mental health, it’s a 
necessity. 
 

“Most people think about it … like the sprinkles on an ice cream, like it’s 
great if it’s there, but I think it’s actually fundamental to our basic 
wellbeing.” Said Nancy Colier, a psychotherapist and interfaith minister. 
 

Saturday is World Mental Health Day, and decades of research show 
hope is a robust predictor of mental health. Not only does it make life 
more enjoyable, experts say, but hope also provides resilience against 
things like post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety, depression and 
suicidal ideation. Hope offers chemical benefits too, in the form of 
endorphins and lowered stress levels, things, experts say, make people 
more productive. 

 
The world recognizes that we need hope. And yet, sadly, so many in the world – 
the vast majority of people in the world – do not understand the true source of 
hope that is available to everyone. The source that could give them that peace of 
mind and heart even in the midst of pandemic and upheaval and trials and 
difficulties. That is what we are going to explore more this morning. 
 
Open your Bibles once again to 1 Peter 1:3-9. This has been our theme text for this 
first series. We are going to go to it one more time because it speaks of this hope 
that is ours in Jesus Christ. 
 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept 
in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s 
power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in 
the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little 
while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have 
come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth 
than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in 
praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you 



have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and 
glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 

 
So, what does it mean for us to be a people who celebrate and enjoy God’s hope in 
our lives personally, with our friends, our spouses, our children, our extended 
family, with this church family, with the community around us? What does it look 
like for us to be a people who enjoy God’s hope? How can we do that more fully 
because Jesus so generously offers it to us? I want to read verses 3-5 again. 
 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept 
in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s 
power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in 
the last time. 
 

1) Jesus Christ IS our Hope 
If we are going to enjoy the hope that God offers to us, we have to recognize 
that Jesus Christ is our Hope. Now, if you are in this room, you will be able to do 
this – at least if you are in the front part of this room. If you look at these 
beautiful stained-glass windows, you will some of the names and titles of Jesus. 

 

• Jesus is the Alpha and Omega. He is the beginning and the end. He is the 
first and the last. He is the one who is standing at the beginning of 
creation and will rule supreme for all of eternity. He has existed for all 
time.  

• Jesus is the Gate. He is the door. He is the pathway. The only way to the 
Father. 

• Jesus is the Bread of Life. The One who has come to fill us in a way that 
nothing else in this world can fill. 

• Jesus is the Light of the World. 

• Jesus is the King. The risen King of kings and Lord of lords. 



Jesus Christ is our hope! Yet the world does not understand that. I think there are 
least times where the world looks at us as followers of Jesus and they do not get a 
clear picture of Who our hope is because we can be guilty of hoping in the same 
way that the world hopes. Think of all those things that were mentioned in that 
article. We can hope for a better job. We can hope for a larger paycheck. We can 
hope that our retirement plan carries us all the way through those retirement 
years. We can hope for a certain presidential election outcome. We can hope for 
the government to get its act together. We can hope for no war in this part of the 
world or other parts of the world. We can hope in all these ways and yet lose our 
sight on the One in whom we place our hope. Now, anytime you place your hope 
in something else or someone else, your hope is on very shaky ground because 
everyone else and everything else can – and if you give it long enough, or give 
them long enough – will fail you. Only Jesus Christ will never fail you. 
 
Now it is not wrong to desire those things. It is not wrong to pray for those ends. It 
is not wrong to work toward those things. But we place our hope alone in Jesus 
Christ. He is our hope. 

  
2) Reborn into a Living Hope 

As we place our faith in Jesus Christ, as we repent of everything else that we 
could place our hope in, and turn to Him and cry out to Him for forgiveness and 
salvation, we are given according to this passage new birth into a living hope. 
That makes all the sense in the world because Jesus is alive and if He is our 
hope, we have a living hope. We do not worship a savior who died and is buried 
and gone. We worship a Lord who overcame grave, who rose again, who sits at 
the right-hand of the Father ruling and reigning over all. That is who we 
worship. So, we have a living hope. 

 
There are circumstances that come into our life and there is an enemy who is at all 
times trying to deceive us and attack us and destroy us. So, at times, we might 
begin to lose sight of the fact that this is a living hope that we have been given. At 
times we might begin to feel overwhelmed by the circumstances in life. That is 
part of the human experience. Even those who place their faith in Jesus Christ are 
at times going to begin to let hope slip from their fingers or their hearts or their 
minds. That is natural in this world where things do not always go the way that we 



hoped they would. Where things are difficult. Where trials do happen. Where an 
enemy does seek to deceive us. And yet, because Jesus does sit on the throne and 
because He is the living God, we can at a moment cry out to Him, look to Him, 
trust in Him. 

 
We are going to read a passage from Psalm 42 a little later on where we see the 
Psalmist one the one hand, being in dismay and struggling with doubts and fears 
and uncertainties. And yet, reminding himself, and reminding us, to place our hope 
in God because we worship a living God, and we have a living hope in Him. 

 
3) Hope for this Life and the Life to Come 

Now a third thing about enjoying God’s hope is to recognize that we have hope 
for this life and hope for the life to come. So, in this life – and you can see this in 
the New Testament with the disciples in the Early Church, you can see this in 
2000 years of human history, you can see Christians who are going through all 
kinds of difficulty, all kinds of struggles, persecution, trials, famine, being locked 
up and persecuted – all kinds of horrific things – and yet, they have incredible 
hope because their hope is not found in circumstances. There hope is found in 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
Again, Paul is an incredible example, and we are going to read a passage from 
Romans in a moment. Paul is an incredible example for us. Peter is an incredible 
example for us. Here are two men who gave everything to worship God, to declare 
His greatness, to plant and lead churches. They gave everything. They gave their 
very lives. And yet they had hope in the midst of the suffering of being in prison, of 
being beaten, of being lashed, of being without food and clothing, of ultimately, 
losing their lives. Giving themselves fully for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They had 
hope all the way through because Jesus was with them. Jesus is with you always. 
Jesus is always with you. If you have placed your faith in Jesus Christ, by the 
presence of the Holy Spirit living within you, Jesus is with you! Therefore, you 
always have hope no matter what comes, no matter what happens. Jesus is the 
One who will carry you through whatever life brings your way.  
 
AND you have hope for the life to come. The reality is, again many of you are 
aware of this and I am not going to go into great detail, but the last 18 months in 



the life of our family have been very trying and traumatic months. The last seven 
months with the worldwide pandemic have just heaped a whole other layer of 
difficulty and struggle in the midst of that. And yet, we have great hope! There is 
no known human cure to the physical illnesses and diseases that are ravaging in 
Mandy. And yet, we know the God who heals all things! We worship the God who 
has the power to take all of that away in a moment AND He will! And He will. That 
is a promise. Now, we do not know (And I would love to have clarity on this. I keep 
seeking the Lord and asking for this.) whether that healing will come in an instant 
this side of heaven or on the other side of heaven. Yet Mandy will be completely 
healed. She will! So, we have great hope in these trying, difficult moments. And we 
have great hope for the life to come because Jesus is our hope, and He is with us. 
And He is working inside of her all the time. Do you know that kind of hope? Do 
you know Jesus in that way? Are you enjoying that hope that comes only from 
Him?  

 
Again, as I look at the pandemic, as I look at the political situation, as I look at all 
these other things that are going on in our nation, in our world, I think there are so 
many Christians who are looking to, “Well, if this result does not happen in the 
election, then what is going to happen? Our world is going to crumble around us.” 
Or, “If this person does not get elected, if this pandemic does not come to an end 
over the next month or two, the world is going to be suffering so greatly that all 
hope will be lost.” No! No. As followers of Jesus Christ, no matter what is going on 
in the world around us, no matter what is even happening in our own lives, we 
have hope because Jesus is our hope. He is with us. He is living and He is caring for 
us. 

 
4) Hope Helps Us Endure Trials and Suffering 

Peter mentions this in his passage in 1 Peter 1:13. 
 

13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your 
hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed 
at his coming. 

 
 Paul also mentions that in Romans 5:1-5. 

 



Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we 
have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now 
stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, 
but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering 
produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, 
hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has 
been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has 
been given to us. 
 

There is this beautiful thing that God does when it comes to hope in the midst of 
trials and suffering. On the one hand, hope that we have in Jesus Christ enables us 
to endure the trials, the suffering, the difficulty, the pain that comes into our life. 
And you do not have to live for very long before you will face some trials, pain, 
suffering, and difficulties. Am I right? Some of us are in a pretty good place right 
now. And yet we have lived long enough to know that trials are coming. Suffering 
is coming. Difficulties are coming. So, God, through Jesus, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit living in us, gives us hope in the midst of those trials to endure them. To 
rejoice in them. To see them as something good even though, perhaps, the enemy 
means to use them to destroy us. To have this sense of peace because of the grace 
and love of God.  

 
5) Enduring Suffering Helps Us become More Like Jesus and Have More Hope 

God helps us to endure through hope. AND, as we endure these trials, as we 
endure the suffering, as we rejoice and glory in them as these texts say, we 
grow in hope. We grow in Christ-likeness. We grow as people who experience 
and enjoy the hope of our God more fully each day. So, it is this beautiful thing 
that God does where He gives us hope to endure. And as we endure, we 
become more like Jesus. And in that process, we have more hope because you 
know what? There is probably a bigger trial coming. And so that hope helps us 
to endure. And as we endure, we become more like Jesus. And as we do that, 
we experience more hope because there is probably a more difficult thing 
coming.  
 



So, as we experience trial, God gives us hope to endure, we become more like 
Jesus, and we experience more hope. Isn’t that a beautiful thing? That is God at 
work! That is God at work in our lives – allowing us to experience hope in the 
midst of circumstances where people around us would say, “You have no right to 
having any hope in this circumstance. You have no right having any joy in this 
circumstance.” 

 
Going back to what we have been walking through as a family, none of us (to the 
six of us in our immediate family) would want to have endured what we have 
endured over these last 18 months. This is not fun. It is hard. It is something that 
we are having to endure. And yet, every single one of us have become more like 
Jesus by His grace, by His mercy, by His power, by His hope we are being formed 
more into the image of our Lord and Savior, and we thank God for that. And as we 
see His faithfulness, as we receive and enjoy His hope as we endure the suffering, 
God is glorified in us and we are strengthened so that when more difficult trials 
come, we will be able to endure those as well and experience the blessing of 
walking with our Lord until He calls us home. That is an amazing gift from our God. 

 
As I mentioned earlier on in this message from Psalm 42, this is one of the texts 
from the Bible Reading and Prayer Plan this past week. Again, if you are not joining 
us on a weekly basis and you do not have some other Bible reading or prayer plan, 
please join us this next week beginning today, Psalm 51-60. We would love to have 
you read through those, pray through those, meditate on those with us in the 
week ahead. But I want to read this text because it speaks to the reality that as 
followers of Jesus Christ, sometimes we lose hope. Sometimes we do have despair. 
Sometimes we struggle in the midst of the difficulties and trials. And yet, God can 
carry us through. Sometimes we need to be reminded who to place our hope in. 

 
Psalm 42 
As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my 
God. 2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and 
meet with God? 3 My tears have been my food day and night, while 
people say to me all day long, “Where is your God?” 4 These things I 
remember as I pour out my soul: how I used to go to the house of God 
under the protection of the Mighty One with shouts of joy and praise 



among the festive throng. 5 Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so 
disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my 
Savior and my God. 6 My soul is downcast within me; therefore I will 
remember you from the land of the Jordan, the heights of Hermon—
from Mount Mizar. 7 Deep calls to deep in the roar of your waterfalls; all 
your waves and breakers have swept over me. 8 By day the LORD directs 
his love, at night his song is with me—a prayer to the God of my life. 9 I 
say to God my Rock, “Why have you forgotten me? Why must I go 
about mourning, oppressed by the enemy?” 10 My bones suffer mortal 
agony as my foes taunt me, saying to me all day long, “Where is your 
God?” 11 Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within 
me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my 
God. 
 

There is nothing better in this life than to walk with Jesus Christ. There is nothing 
that compares to that. Everything else good that happens in our life pales in 
comparison to walking day-by-day with Jesus Christ who IS our hope. Do you know 
Jesus? Have you received His love, His mercy, His grace, and His forgiveness? Are 
you enjoying His hope more and more? Are you allowing His hope to be the thing 
that helps you endure the suffering and trials and growing in Christ-likeness 
through a season of difficulty so that you can receive and enjoy more hope so that 
you are prepared the next time hard things come around? Maybe you are one of 
those people like the Psalmist here who needs to be reminded that in the midst of 
difficulties, in the midst of having a season where you have been downcast, where 
you have been sad, where you maybe lost hold of some hope, maybe the 
Scriptures, maybe the Holy Spirit, maybe your brothers and sisters in Christ need 
to be a vessel, a reminder of God’s love for you. His presence is with you. The hope 
that is yours in Jesus Christ.  

 
As we continue in this year of uniting as family to enjoy and unleash God’s mercy 
and hope, my prayer is that we will be united. That we will enjoy God together. 
That we will enjoy God’s mercy and enjoy God’s hope. If we do just those things, 
God will be glorified and He will build His church and work through His church to 
bring honor and glory to His name, and to draw people into His kingdom helping 
them to find salvation and hope in Jesus Christ. 



I get excited when I think about what God could do in us in this next year, year and 
a half, two years, and in the future if we really do this in the way that God desires 
us to. In fact, I want us to watch a video as an example of what God could do in 
and through our church family if we live this out in the way that I believe He 
desires us to. 
 
– Video from BlueFish.TV –  
 
That is a beautiful picture of what God has been doing through this church family 
for 132 years. And that is a powerful picture of what I believe God wants to do in 
and through our church family in this next season as we unite as family to enjoy 
and unleash God’s mercy and hope. I am so excited that you are part of that 
journey with me. And in the course of this next month or so, we are going to do a 
couple of special things: 
 
Next Sunday: Local and Global Missions 
This church for its entire history has been committed to bringing the Gospel to 
people in this nation and around the world. And God has done miraculous things in 
those efforts that you have been part of through your prayers, through your 
generous giving and through your partnership, your willingness to go on the 
mission field, to love and care for and serve alongside our missionaries. So, next 
Sunday we are going to see what it means to unite as family to enjoy and unleash 
God’s mercy and hope through the mission efforts that He has called us into. I am 
so excited for Duane’s message and for Shawn and Brad and their teaching in the 
Sunday school class.  

 
Next Series: Unleashing God’s Mercy 
Following Mission Sunday, we are going to start this new series on how we can 
unleash God’s mercy. We are going to have two very special things with that. 
There is going to be a sermon series that I would call “Unleashing God’s Mercy 
101.” It is the introduction to how God can work through us to unleash His mercy 
in very practical, tangible ways. And Pastor Scott is going to be continuing in this 
Mercy class and yet shifting a little bit. He is going to be teaching on “Set the 
P.A.C.E” That is more like a Seniors seminar with a practicum as part of it. This 
class is going to happen between our services and that would be a great way for 



you to go even deeper in understanding what it looks like for you to be part of 
unleashing God’s mercy in the lives of people that God leads into your life. 

 
Let us pray together. 

 

God, we thank you for your love, your power, your grace. We thank you for 
your mercy and your hope. Jesus, we thank you that you are our hope. You 
are the living God and, therefore, we have a living hope. You are the one who 
sustains us and carries us through the difficulties, the trials that we are 
currently enduring and that will come down the road. We thank you that you 
give us hope to endure those things. And as we endure them, Holy Spirit, you 
help us grow in Christ-likeness. We thank you that that strengthens us and 
helps us to receive more hope so that we can endure more difficulties as 
they come. We thank you, Lord God, that there will be a day where 
everything evil and bad and hurtful and difficult will be done away with, and 
we will stand before your throne and worship you throughout all eternity 
because you are hope for the life to come. You will rule and reign over all. Sin 
and sickness, sadness and pain will be no more. We look forward to that day 
and we say to you, Lord Jesus, “Come quickly.” We pray this in your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
Do you stand on Christ the Solid Rock? If you do, there is nothing that can take 
your hope away from you. Now maybe you are in a season where you need a 
brother or a sister in Christ to come alongside you and remind you who Jesus is 
and what you have in Him. Remind you of the hope that is yours in Him. Or maybe 
you need a time in Scripture. Maybe you need a time in prayer. Maybe you need 
to go home and blast some of those worship songs that you have been singing for 
decade after decade. But may you leave this place filled with the hope that is yours 
in Jesus Christ. And living in that hope in this ongoing season of difficulty and trial 
knowing that as you endure God helps you become more like His Son and you 
receive more of His hope each and every day. 
 

Lord God bless your children. Bless my brothers and sisters. Help them to 
understand in newer and deeper ways. Help them to receive even more of 
the hope that You have for them. Jesus, we know that we could never again 
plumb the depths of the hope that we have in You because You are limitless. 



You are the eternal Almighty God. So, help us to receive more and more of 
You and Your hope, and to live out of that hope each and every day. We pray 
this in your holy name. Amen. 

 
Have a blessed day as we continue to unite as family so that we can enjoy and 
unleash God’s mercy and hope! 


