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We are going to continue looking at the Fourth Focus; this next big step that God 
has given us. It is all about unity, hope, and mercy and today we are going to focus 
on what it means to be united as the family of God. I am going to read at the 
beginning here to remind you of this passage from 1 Peter 1:3-9 (it is one of the 
main texts that we are going to be looking at in the weeks ahead) just to bless you 
and encourage you with this word of the Lord, as we begin to study God’s Word 
together. 
 

1 Peter 1:3-9 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that 
can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for 
you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of 
the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you 
greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer 
grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven 
genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes 
even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when 
Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; 
and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are 
filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the 
end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 
Lord Jesus, we thank you that you are granting us salvation. That our faith in 
you, our trust in you – which is in an of itself a gift from you, God – that 
through that faith you are granting us salvation. And we are here to worship 



you with inexpressible and glorious joy. Even though we are experiencing 
trials and difficulties of many kinds, we can give thanks and honor and praise 
because you are the one sustaining us through this. You are the one drawing 
us unto yourself through these trials. You are the one who is helping us to be 
refined and become more and more like Jesus Christ in this season. And we 
thank you for that. We thank you for the mercy that you have lavished upon 
us and through your great mercy we have a hope that is alive. We have hope 
in a living God. We have hope that cannot be quenched no matter what the 
circumstances are around us. We trust in you today, Lord. May you be 
glorified as we offer ourselves to you and worship you through the study of 
your Word. We pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
God is leading First Baptist Church somewhere. He has us on a mission. The 
mission of our church is “helping people know, love, and become like Jesus.” And  
if you consider First Baptist your church home, you join in the ways we do that 
corporately – helping children, youth, adults, senior adults know, love, and 
become like Jesus – and you are invited personally to be part of that work in your 
sphere of influence as you go about your day-to-day life. There are people God 
wants you to help know, love, and become like Him as a result of a relationship 
that He has blessed you with. AND God is leading us somewhere. 
 
Each year, we take one significant step forward in this journey toward 2025 where 
God has things that He wants to do in us, and He has things that He wants to do 
through us (again, that is corporately and personally). There are some incredible 
results of this vision that He wants to bring to reality. So, last week I introduced 
the Fourth major step, the Fourth Focus on this journey of following Jesus Christ in 
pursuit of the vision that He has given us, on the mission that He has called us to. 
So, if you open up my car right now you will find that I have that little Fourth Focus 
card that we had available last Sunday on the dash. (We do have more cards 
available.) It is a reminder to me every day when I get in my car that we are uniting 
as family to enjoy and unleash God’s mercy and hope in this next 12-24 months. 
That is an exciting thing for me! 
 
I invited you last Sunday to be thinking and praying about what does it mean to 
unite as family to enjoy and unleash God’s mercy and hope? I want to give you a 



minute right now in case you are hearing this for the first time, maybe you have 
been thinking and praying about this for the last week, but I am going to give you a 
minute to think about that more and/or talk with someone near you about what 
kind of pictures/images does this bring to your mind? Maybe there are some 
people that this statement brings to your mind. Maybe there is some activity, 
some words, some things that you sense God calling you to. 
 
Now if you are in a place where this is still too new and too fresh to really have 
concrete ideas or pictures or ways that God may be leading you to step into this, 
that is okay. God is going to continue to reveal more of this to us in the weeks and 
months ahead as we follow after Him and offer ourselves to Him. But, this morning 
we are going to focus just on those first three words – uniting as family – because I 
believe that Scripture teaches us that if the body of Jesus Christ is not united, the 
work that God wants to do in us and through us cannot happen. That is how 
important unity is! That the work God wants to do in His church and through His 
church cannot happen except that we embrace the gift of unity that God has given 
us, keep that unity, and live out of that unity on a day-by-day basis. 
 
We are going to look at a bunch of passages of Scripture that speak into this issue, 
but the main one I want you to turn to now is Ephesians 4:1-6. I am going to refer 
to this passage all throughout today’s message. 
 

Ephesians 4:1-6 
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the 
calling you have received. 
 

Let us pause for a second. What is the calling that you have received as a son or 
daughter of God? The calling is to be an ambassador of Jesus Christ and His 
Kingdom. The calling is to live as the beloved sons and daughters of God. The 
calling is to be on mission, to be a missionary in this world representing God and 
His Kingdom. The calling is to be (as we will look at a little bit later in one of our 
passages) to be a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God. We 
have a very high calling on our life as followers of Jesus Christ! And what Paul is 
saying here is that we need to live a life worthy of that calling. And then he goes 
on to explain some of the key ways that we live a life worthy of that calling. 



2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one 
another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as 
you were called to one hope when you were called; 5 one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all. 

 

Some of those words you are going to find in every single one of these texts. This 
idea of oneness. This idea of unity. This idea of patience, humility, love, and caring 
for one another. All of those are key components to us experiencing unity as the 
body of Christ. But the number one thing that we need to do in order to 
experience unity as the body of Jesus Christ – the main thing – is to keep the main 
thing the main thing. The main thing that we need to do is to keep the main thing 
the main thing because the reality is in this world it is so easy for us as believers to 
be distracted by all kinds of other things. It is so easy in this world for us as 
believers to have all kinds of other things become the main thing. Whether it is for 
a few moments or it has consumed our life, we need to keep the main thing the 
main thing in order for us to be united.  
 
Now, you may think “Okay, Jared, what is the main thing?” Well, Jesus has given us 
so many teachings on this. Paul, in this passage of Ephesians, gives us some clarity 
that we worship one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all. 
God is the main thing! God is the main thing. Jesus is the main thing. The Holy 
Spirit is the main thing. God and His Kingdom is the main thing. And if we follow 
the teachings of Paul, the teachings and examples of Jesus, we will experience this 
gift that God gives us of unity in the Spirit. If we are not keeping the main thing the 
main thing, we will not.  
 
Listen to what Jesus says in these passages: 
 

Matthew 6:33 
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be added unto you. 
 

Mark 12:30 
Love the Lord your God will all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and all your strength. 



John 6:29 
Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has 
sent.” 
 

Hebrews 12:2 
Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. For the 
joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 

The problem for you and for me is in this day and age, we are bombarded by more 
information than any person (save for the last 10-20 years on the face of the 
planet) could ever access in any way, shape, or form. The fact that we have all 
these voices trying to tell us what we should think, or what we should do, or what 
we should believe, or what should be the focus of our life. We have an enemy that 
is dead set against us because with all of these things, it is so easy to be constantly 
distracted. It is so easy to have a whole lot of other things become the main thing 
even if that is temporary, and in doing so we take our eyes off of Jesus and we 
suffer. And when we are not keeping the main thing the main thing, unity begins 
to break down in the body of Christ. 
 
I shared maybe a month or two ago about a conversation I was having with one of 
our brothers. You know, I do not know if any of you are aware of this but there is a 
little election coming up in a month or so. Just an FYI if you have not heard that 
yet. And this brother’s comment, as we were sitting and talking about the coming 
election season, was, “Jared, I pray for you regularly because we have a church 
that has a fair number of people who are more right-leaning in their thinking and 
actions, and yet we have some very strong left-leaning people in our body and that 
is a recipe for some combustion, for some disagreements and arguments, maybe 
some division in the church.” I am elaborating here. But essentially, “I am praying 
for you, pastor, because there are people on both sides of the aisle.” What I said 
back to him is, “That is one of our greatest strengths!” If we keep the main thing 
the main thing, then we as the body of Christ can show how people who have 
different perspectives and maybe hold to some different ideas about the way that 
we should function and more forward as a country, how we can be united. Does 
this world not need an example of people on the right and left being united in 



seeking the welfare of our nation? And that is what we can be as a church if we 
can keep the main thing the main thing. 
 
Reality is this, believers of Jesus Christ ought to stand between people on both 
sides of any issue and be able, with the Word of God and by the Spirit of God, to 
speak truth to both sides of any issue. Is there truth that needs to be spoken to 
those who identify as being on the right? Absolutely. Is there truth that needs to 
be spoken to those who identify as being on the left? Absolutely. Neither side has 
total ownership of the truth of God’s Word in terms of fleshing that out when it 
comes to the leadership of our nation. We need to be a people who are 
peacemakers. Who can say, “Yes, you are right here, but here is where you are off 
a little bit.” “Yeah, you are right there, but here is where you are off a little bit. And 
here is what the Word of God says. Look at how we live.  
 
We have a lot of diversity in the church. We do not have a lot of racial diversity in 
the church because we generally reflect the community around us, but we have a 
lot of diversity when it comes to people’s socio-economic standing, when it comes 
to people’s ideological standing in terms of their political leanings, and all that kind 
of stuff. But if we are one, we shine like stars in the heavens in a dark world 
because God has given us that oneness! It will only happen, however, if we keep 
that main thing the main thing as often as we possibly can. And that will only 
happen through the act of God as we give ourselves to Him. 
 
Open your bibles to Romans 12:3-5. There Paul says, 
 

3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of 
yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with 
sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to 
each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, 
and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, 
though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the 
others. 

 

So, we need to keep the main thing the main thing and we need Christ-like 
humility in the church. Now, I have shared with you (if you have been part of this 
church family for any length of time) over and over again that one of the biggest 



battles in my life has been the battle against pride. So, when I say that we need 
Christ-like humility. Hear me. This is an area that God is doing and has been doing 
a great work in my life, but I am not there yet. And what I see in the church of 
Jesus Christ, in our nation anyway, is not a whole lot of humility but a whole lot of 
pride. Pride is always destructive. And we as followers of Jesus Christ – first and 
foremost with our brothers and sisters – need to walk in humility.  
 
Think of it! Jesus was God in the flesh as he walked here 2000 years ago. He knows 
everything! Right? Like, the people he is having conversation with…guess what? He 
was part of knitting them together in their mother’s womb. He knows every cell in 
their body. He has the ability because he is God to know every thought that they 
are thinking. Now, we will read in another passage that some of those abilities, 
rights, freedoms, and privileges that he had as God he, in a sense, laid aside during 
his earthly life. And yet, he had all of that. Who is the most humble person to ever 
walk the face of the earth? Jesus Christ. So, let us seek to be like him, exercising 
that humility that Paul writes about in Ephesians 4, that he writes about in Romans 
12. Let us think of ourselves with sober judgement recognizing that, “I am not a 
perfect person. I do not know everything. And I have a lot to learn from my 
brothers and sisters in Christ. And I need people to push back on me and question 
things that I am doing or thinking or believing or wasting the days that I am living 
so that I can become more like Christ.” And if we have that kind of humble 
posture, we are open to loving correction, encouragement and guidance from 
brothers and sisters. That will help us keep the unity of the Spirit, the bond of 
peace. 
 

Romans 15:5-7 
5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the 
same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that 
with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted 
you, in order to bring praise to God. 

 
Brothers and sisters, another thing that we need in order to have the unity of God 
fleshed out in our midst in the way that He desires us to is to be patient with one 
another. We need Christ-like patience. Now, I do not know about you, but for me 



there are times, there are at least moments where I have difficulty being patience 
with my wife and my boys. Can anyone relate to that? Hopefully, a few of you can. 
 
God has given me an amazing wife! I am so blessed to have spent the last 20+ 
years with my wife, Mandy, learning and growing together, seeking, and serving 
the Lord together, raising boys together. It has been an amazing journey. And yet, 
guess what? Twenty years later I can lose my patience over the most meaningless, 
insignificant, stupid things. I need God’s grace and mercy and the Spirit of the Lord 
to do a work in me so that I am more patient with my wife. Now, I can also lose my 
patience with my boys. I have four of them, so I feel like that is a bit of an excuse. 
Like, the more kids you have, the less patience you have to spread around to the 
four of them. So, you know, I divvy it up as best I can, but I run out of it sometimes.  
 
We need to be patient with one another. We need to be patient in our families. 
We need to be patient with our close friends. We need to be patient with the 
extended body of Christ. It is so easy to lose our cool or to lose our patience. And 
when we do that, unity is destroyed. When we lose our patience, we cause injury 
and pain. There is conflict. And conflict is the opposite of unity.  
 
Now, I will say that there is such a thing as good conflict where you come to me as 
a brother or sister in Christ and say, “Jared, here is something that I see going on in 
your life.” Or “Here’s a philosophical issue that I want to wrestle with you about.” 
There can be really good fruit if we are both humble, patient, and willing to work 
through that in a godly manner. But the kind of conflict I am talking about is where 
you are at war with one another. So many of our homes, so many of our churches 
suffer because of our inability to be patient with one another. 
 
Some of you have translations of the Bible that uses a different word (actually two 
words joined together) when it comes to patience. That is “long-suffering.” I really 
like that picture that paints. Can you imagine Jesus again? The disciples were not 
all that with-it. The disciples were a little hard-headed. The disciples to a large 
degree – if you read through the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) – often 
do not get it. In fact, are thinking the opposite of what Jesus is actually trying to 
teach or what his kingdom is about, or what he is trying to do in this world. So, the 
disciples are a great hope to me in knowing that our God is patient with us as we 



stumble along as we learn and grow. But, for every two steps forward we are 
taking one step back. God is patient with us. Gracious with us. May we be like 
Jesus in extending patience to one another, in loving each other, in being willing to 
suffer long with one another in those ways. 
 
Let us look at Philippians 2:1-8. This is such a powerful picture of what God wants 
to do in us so that we can be united in Him. 
 

Philippians 2:1-8 
Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with 
Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the 
Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy 
complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in 
spirit and of one mind.  
 

So, how does that get accomplished? Here is where we get to verse 3 where Paul 
unpacks how does being like-minded, having the same love, being one in Spirit and 
of one mind happens in our midst. 

 

3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility 
value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but 
each of you to the interests of the others. 5 In your relationships with 
one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
 

And then Paul goes on to describe that mindset that we are to have for one 
another because this is the mindset of Christ. This is a beautiful song that I believe 
the early church sang to one another. 

 

6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with 
God something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made 
himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in 
human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! 

 

So, not only do we need to keep the main thing the main thing, not only do we 
need to have Christ-like humility and Christ-like patience, but we, brothers and 
sisters, need to be willing to engage in, out of love, Christ-like sacrifice. This is one 
of the most difficult lessons for American Christians to believe and live out of! 



Why? Well, we have been blessed. Many of us were born into this nation. Others 
have come to this nation. But the reality is that we live in this nation where we as 
Christians enjoy all kinds of rights and freedoms and privileges. And that is a good 
thing! Praise God for that. It is okay to pray and ask God to continue to provide 
those rights and freedoms and privileges.  
 
The danger for us is this: it is easy for us as followers of Jesus to not only enjoy 
those rights, freedoms, and privileges, but to elevate those things to a place they 
do not belong. And to begin to take those things and begin to worship those rights, 
freedoms, and privileges to the point where we, if we sense any of those rights, 
freedoms, or privileges are being encroached upon, get really angry. And we attack 
other people. And we try to mobilize in order to fight against people who are 
encroaching on those. Now, hear me. Again. It is okay for us to be thankful for and 
to seek God for the opportunity to continue to live in those rights, freedoms, and 
privileges. But do you know what Jesus did? Jesus, fully God with all the rights, 
freedoms, and privileges that come with being Almighty God, he willingly laid aside 
many of those – the most important one being his own life – he laid that aside 
because of the law of love. He was willing to lay aside so much of what it meant 
for him to be fully God in order that he could become a servant to the point of 
being willing to hang on a cross and die for you and me. 
 
So, may we be a people who have the same mindset as Jesus Christ where if the 
choice is between holding and clinging to a right, a freedom, a privilege, or loving 
someone well, that we willingly lay aside that right, freedom, or privilege so that 
we can become a servant and love as Jesus has loved us. 
 
Now, you are thinking, “What does he mean by that?” Well, to some degree, I am 
going to put that back on you and say, “I do not know what that looks like in your 
life. I do not know how God wants you to exercise that in your life. But I believe 
God’s law of love, what Jesus demonstrated for us, the mindset of Jesus Christ, 
requires us to certainly not worship rights and freedoms and privileges and 
pretend like those are what life is all about. To worship God and Him alone and 
then to be open to his Spirit leading and guiding us in making decisions that 
demonstrate our love for God and our love for others above clinging to those. 
 



So, here is one example. Last week I talked a little bit about masks. The reality is 
this. I do not know which scientists or experts to believe when it comes to whether 
these are helpful and effective or not. I have no idea. The good news in the midst 
of this pandemic, and everything that is going on around us, you can find 100 
experts who will agree with you. Therefore, you do not have to move off of your 
spot of what you believe and what you hold as truth. So, here is how I process this. 
What does the law of love require of me? What does Jesus ask of me? If Jesus 
were here in the flesh and part of this church family, would he have the rights, 
freedoms, and privileges to say, “Masks? I do not believe in them and I am not 
going to wear them. I am going to claim my right, my freedom, my privilege as God 
to say that I do not ever want to put anything on my face.”? Yes, he has that right. 
Do you have that right? Yes, I believe you have that right. Is it loving and kind to 
put a mask on to show concern for other people? I think it is.  
 
Even though the science is may be a little bit uncertain (because again there are 
experts on both sides of this issue), if I am going to love my neighbor well, if I am 
going to love my brothers and sisters and friends well, I think it is a loving and kind 
thing to lay aside the freedom that I have to say, “I do not want to wear this dumb 
thing.” And instead say, “I am wearing a mask because of my love and concern for 
my brothers and sisters in Christ.” 
 
If we will approach every issue with the mindset of Jesus Christ, with that kind of 
love, that kind of willingness to lay aside our rights, our freedoms, our privileges, if 
we will truly as Paul says, “consider others more important than ourselves” we will 
have incredible unity! No matter what circumstances and trials and challenges the 
future brings, we will have incredible unity because the heart of every one of us 
will be to love and care and serve one another as Jesus has served us. 
 

1 Peter 1:22 
Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you 
have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the 
heart. 

 

The last thing that we are going to cover this morning as God desires in us to be 
united as family, is Christ-like love. Obviously, the previous Christ-like sacrifice 
bleeds into this, but what does it look like for you each week to love your brothers 



and sisters deeply from the heart? What does that look like? Are you intentional 
about that? Again, love is something that we use in all kinds of contexts yet in this 
context love is a verb. It is not just about warm, fuzzy feelings. Listen, I can have all 
kinds of warm, fuzzy feelings for you all the time but that does not produce in me 
any sort of action toward you where I am praying for you or encouraging you or I 
am helping you with something in your life around the house. I am not loving you 
in the way the Bible talks about loving people. Love requires action. Love requires 
us to be intentional. So how are you loving others deeply from the heart? 
 
If you are newer to First Baptist, you are surrounded by people who love one 
another from the heart deeply and who do that well. Mandy and I would not be 
here at this church after 17 ½ years if that were not true because we cannot 
survive without brothers and sisters who love us deeply from the heart. None of us 
can! None of us. This whole idea of being like a lone-ranger Christian out there just 
doing your own thing; you will not survive! You will get chewed up and spit out by 
the enemy and the world. You need people and I need people who love me deeply 
from the heart. That is the way that we endure. The Spirit of God loves through us 
and through that we have the strength to carry on day-by-day. 
 
Now, if we will do this, if we will keep the main thing the main thing, if we will 
grow in Christ-like humility, patience, sacrifice, and love, listen to what God does in 
a through a people like that: 
 

1 Peter 2:9-10 
9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a 
people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 
That is our identity as the body of Christ as we live into the gift of unity that God 
has given us in each of these ways. So how can we grow in this? How can we be 
united? How can we take steps toward this? Here are a few ideas for you: 
 
 
 



1. Keep Jesus and His Kingdom the Main Thing in your life!! 
That is not easy! That is one of the reasons why we have a Bible Reading and 
Prayer Plan. We have an invitation to each one of you to join us. Right now, 
we are reading through 10 psalms per week. This past week was Psalms 11-
20. Early in the week I like to try to read through all 10 psalms and then go 
back through the week sometimes focusing on one psalm, or sometimes I 
will read all of them again over the course of the week, and sometimes I try 
to read all 10 psalms every day of the week. How long did it take me to read 
Psalms 11-20? It took 13-14 minutes. So, this is not a significant, huge 
investment of time or energy on your part. But it is so important to keeping 
Jesus and His Kingdom the main thing in your life, to fill your mind and your 
heart with the Word of God, to allow the Spirit of God to minister to you in 
that, to dedicate yourself to seeking the Lord in prayer, to praising Him every 
single day. Do that. 
 

2. Add a way of growing in Christ-likeness. 
Last week I talked about ways that we as a church family are seeking to help 
one another grow in Christ-likeness. I encourage you to consider adding one 
of these four things that we are inviting everyone to engage in: 
 

• Daily Bible Reading and Prayer 
If you have a plan of your own, bless you in that. Some of you like to go 
much deeper than 10 psalms a week. That is great! But be active in the 
Word and in prayer each week. 
 

• Participating in Worship Services 
Again, that is full participation where we fully offer ourselves to the 
Lord. Whether you are online or in person, you are giving of your heart, 
your mind, your time, your energy, your resources to the Lord in these 
services. 
 

• Studying the Word with Others 
So, maybe you are someone who has never been a part of our Sunday 
School classes, or you are not in a LIFEgroup, or you have not done a 
Men’s study or a Women’s study. We would love to get you involved so 
that you can engage in the Word with others in a deeper way. That can 
happen in smaller groups where it is not only someone who is giving a 



lesson, but you are able to interact with one another about the Word of 
God and grow in that way. 
 

• Pursue Local and Global Impact 
Maybe this year you want to be part of the local and global impact by 
being part of one of our ministries like our Global Outreach ministry 
which supports and prays for all of our missionaries around the world? 
Or ministries like Celebrate Recovery or Community Care or New 
Pathways? Maybe God is calling you to do outreach in your own family? 
Maybe it is within your own neighborhood? Maybe your own 
workplace? But being involved in that. 

 

Consider adding one of these. Come to the Lord; pray to Him. Again, some of 
you are doing all four, plus six, seven, eight, nine other things and you might 
need to stop doing something. But, if you are not engaged in each one of 
those ways, consider how the Lord may want to lead you to grow in Christ-
likeness. 
 

3. Engage in the Fourth Focus 
We are inviting all of you to be a part of this next big step that God has us 
taking together where we unite as family to enjoy and unleash God’s mercy 
and hope. I cannot wait to see what He has in store for us as we do that. 

 
Brothers and sisters, Jesus promises us that if His followers, His believers are 
united, THEN THE WORLD WILL KNOW that Jesus is the Messiah who is sent from 
His heavenly Father. So, the positive side of us being united and growing and 
experiencing unity is that the Gospel goes forward and people are saved, and the 
Kingdom expands, and there are more voices around the throne of God in those 
ends days when we get to worship Him for all eternity. That is the positive.  
 
And the negative side of that is this. If we are not united, if we do not keep the 
main thing the main thing, if we do not grow in Christ-likeness in humility, 
patience, sacrifice, and love, the Gospel is thwarted and the work of God does not 
get accomplished like He would want it to. This is a really, really important thing. 
 
Let us pray together. 
 



God, we recognize that unity is a gift from you. Holy Spirit, you are the one 
who unites us. Jesus, it is through your death and resurrection that we have 
the opportunity to be one – to be one with one another, to be one with You, 
with our Father, and with the Holy Spirit. What an incredible gift! We want to 
embrace that and receive it in its fullness. We pray, Lord, that you would be 
glorified as we seek you in these ways.  
 
Help us to keep you, Lord Jesus, the main thing at all times. We are so easily 
distracted. We need your help in keeping You and your Kingdom at the 
forefront of our hearts, our minds, and our lives. Help us to grow, Jesus, in 
Christ-like humility and patience, a willingness to sacrifice and love. We 
desire to do this for your glory. We desire to do it because it is the best way 
to live! We desire to do it because through it we receive the abundance, the 
blessing, all of the things that you want to pour into our hearts and lives as a 
community of believers. We want to do it so that people can come to know 
you as their Lord and Savior. So, do this work in us, Lord. We pray this in 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

The Father’s arms are open wide. Our Father loves you. Be encouraged because 
for every single one of you who have placed your faith in Jesus Christ, God has 
already done a good work in you in each of these areas. None of us have arrived. 
We all have got a way to go. There are pieces of this that all of us need to repent 
of and continue growing in. But our Father’s arms embrace us throughout that 
whole journey. And He desires to love you in such a way that his Holy Spirit would 
day-by-day help you to become more and more like his son, Jesus Christ. And that 
is an amazing thing! 
 
Let me pray over you. 
 

God, we thank you for your great love for us. We thank you that you are the 
prodigal father, that you are the one who scans the horizon and when your 
son or daughter recognizes something in them that is not of you and they 
turn toward home and repent of that sin, you run out and embrace us. You 
kiss us and clothe us in the righteousness of Jesus Christ. You throw a party 
for us! You celebrate who we are in you, in your Son, in the Holy Spirit.  
 



Lord, we pray that you continue that good work in us as you promise to do. 
We pray that you help us to be active participants and willing participants in 
the work that you want to do in us all for your glory, Lord. May this church be 
united in a way that we never have been before so that your gospel can go 
forward. So that hearts and lives can be saved and transformed. So that this 
community would be a different place. May we glorify you by being like Jesus 
to one another and worshiping you and you alone. We pray this in the 
matchless name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Have a blessed week as you continue walking with Jesus Christ. 


