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He has risen! (He has risen indeed!) Let us do that together one more time because 
last year we were not together. So, let us do that one more time. 
 
He has risen! (He has risen indeed!) Amen! We are here to worship and serve and 
love and bless our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We are so glad that you are 
here to worship with us. Whether you are here in this room, or maybe you are in 
our overflow room, or you are worshiping online, it is a joy to have you with us this 
Easter Sunday.  If you are a guest with us, we want to extend a special welcome to 
you! We love it when guests are part of our worship services, especially on a 
Sunday like this Sunday. If you are here in person, we would love to connect with 
you after the service at the Welcome Center. So, please stop by before making 
your way out today. If you are worshiping online, we would love to connect with 
you through our website firstbaptistcambridge.org. You can click on the online 
connection card which is on our homepage or you can call the church office. We 
would love to have one of our staff reach out to you, connect with you, answer 
any questions that you might have, and make sure you know how you can be a 
part of what God is doing here at First Baptist in this community and around the 
world through the ministries of First Baptist Church. 
 
If you brought a gift to give to the Lord this morning, there are giving boxes that 
are spread throughout this main level. So, you can put it in one of those boxes. Or, 
if you are worshiping online, you can give through our Give tab, or you can mail in 
your check. If you are a guest, feel no obligation to give. This service is a gift to 
you. We, as a First Baptist Church family, love to give to the Lord and support the 
ministries that God is doing here in our missionaries around the world. But you as 
a guest can feel no obligation to give. 
 
Let us pray together. 
 



Lord Jesus, we thank you for your love and your presence, for your power 
and that fact that you are alive! We are here to worship you, honor you, and 
glorify you. We pray, Lord, that you would meet us in a powerful way this 
morning, that you would fill us and fill this room with your Spirit, and that 
you would transform us because you are the living God, and we love you. We 
pray this in your holy name, Jesus. Amen. 

 

Thank you, church! Thank you for leading me into the presence of God by lifting 
your voices in worship. And again, I am thankful for those who are worshiping at 
home, and at any point in time, if you are able to come back and join us, I think 
everyone here would tell you that it is powerful to be gathered together in the 
House of the Lord singing His praises! So, we look forward to someday – hopefully 
sooner than later – having you come and join us. We know some of you will 
continue to worship online because that is where you need to worship, and we 
understand that. But it is a joy to be together on this Easter Sunday. 
 
If you are someone who likes to keep track of the “Words of the Day” as I am 
preaching, in addition to any name of God that I use this morning, you can add to 
that the word “resurrection” because, obviously, we are talking about Jesus who is 
the Resurrected King! That means we are His resurrection people. And Jesus being 
the Resurrected King and us being the resurrection people has all kinds of 
implications for every aspect of our lives and for all dimensions of life on earth. 
And that is what we are going to study together this morning.  
 
I want to invite you to join me in prayer as we begin looking to God in His Word. 
 

God, we thank you that you sent your one and only Son, Jesus, so that we 
could be forgiven and redeemed. You love the world so much that you sent 
your one and only Son. And that whoever believes in Him will not perish but 
will have eternal life. Jesus, we are here to worship you, to magnify you, to 
glorify you. Not only through these songs that we are singing, through the 
study of your Word, through the fellowship of believers, through the giving 
of gifts – all of those are great and important ways for us to worship you on 
this Easter Sunday – but we want to worship you every moment of our lives 
with every breath to bring honor and glory to your name. And we need your 
help to do that, Jesus. So, transform us this morning as we seek you in your 
Word.  
 



Holy Spirit, thank you that you fill our hearts and that you fill this place. We 
yield ourselves to you. Do that work that only you can do in us, Holy Spirit, 
helping us to become more like our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

Lord, I pray right now as we all come with different experiences over the 
course of this weekend and this past week, different burdens and things that 
are weighing on our hearts and our minds, distractions that crowd in, Lord, 
we give you this time. We are here for You! So, help us to block out any of 
those distractions. Help us to lay all the burdens down at your feet. Help us 
to offer ourselves completely to You. We pray this all in the matchless name 
of Jesus Christ our Lord and our Savior. Amen. 

 

So, in June 2010, my wife was nine months pregnant with our third son, Trey. I 
have not experienced this personally, but going through three pregnancies with 
my wife, I came to learn that on occasion, or perhaps every day, pregnant women 
will have cravings. Things that they desire, that they yearn for, that they long for. I 
remember one night, it was late at night, when my wife had one of those cravings 
in June of 2010. If you know our family well enough, you know that Trey came 
along on June 23. So, Mandy was really pregnant! 
 
I am sure, I am confident that as her loving husband I said to her, “How about I go 
and get that thing for you that you are craving so bad.” But for whatever reason, 
this night she wanted to venture out (Actually, I do not remember if I said that.) 
and buy this thing that she was craving. Mandy drove into town and made a stop 
or two and decided to take the freeway home and loop back around Main Street 
rather than going through town. (Normally when we drive home – we live in 
Goldenwood – we take Main Street.) She got on to Highway 65, headed south, and 
pretty soon the little warning light that her tire was malfunctioning went off. 
Within a mile of 65…so she is kind of in the worse place halfway between the two 
main roads…she had to pull over and stop. 
 
So, picture yourself (I know, guys, this will be hard to do) but picture yourself nine 
months pregnant. A warm muggy June night. Your car is now pulled over on the 
side of the road because you have a flat tire. It is maybe 10:00 – 10:15pm, 
somewhere in that timeframe, and all of a sudden as you are pulling over to the 
side of the road you realize that you left your phone at home. And you actually 
intentionally did that because you thought, “I am just running into town quick to 



get something and I will be coming right back. I do not need my phone.” What do 
you do? What do you do in that kind of dilemma? 
 
I am going to come back to that story a little bit later. But I have a question to ask 
for you. This past year has been a year of trial, challenge, and difficulty in all of our 
lives in so many different ways. Now some of us have felt those trials, challenges, 
and difficulties a little more acutely than others. And yet, we have all endured 
suffering, trials, and challenges in some way, shape, or form. Case in point, last 
year Easter Sunday we were not gathered together. I know that at least for me, 
and I think for most of us if not all of us, that was really hard! That was really hard! 
So, maybe that is the only thing that you endured over the course of this past year. 
My guess is that most of us have endured more difficult things than that. 
 
I have a question for you: What have been the biggest changes to your life since 
before COVID hit and what have been the biggest changes to our world? What 
have been the biggest changes in your life over the past 12 months and what have 
been the biggest changes in our world? The reality is that we have had to adjust to 
substantial changes in nearly every dimension of life! Right? Almost nothing of life 
pre-COVID is the same now as it was 13, 14, 15, 16 months ago. Almost everything 
has changed in some way. 
 
Think about this! If you were to go back to December 2019 where COVID had 
started to become a little bit of a news story but it was over in China and everyone 
thought it would be contained. No big deal. All those kinds of things. If you were 
able to go back in time and say to yourself in December of 2019, “Listen, over the 
course of this next year 20 million people are going to lose their job in one month. 
Hundreds of millions of people around the world are going to get sick. Millions of 
people will die. We will be asked to not go to work and church and school. We will 
be asked to whenever we are out in public to do so sparingly. To not see our 
neighbors and loved ones, family members, in the same way that we are used to 
seeing them. To not embrace one another and love each other and care for each 
other in those ways. We will be asked to wear masks and keep our distance.” If 
you were to go back and tell yourself in December 2019 what you have 
experienced over the course of these last 13 months, you would have looked at 
yourself – even though you know yourself – and said, “You are crazy! There is no 
way that will happen! I cannot imagine a scenario where life will change to that 



degree! That is way too far outside of my realm of possibility. I am going to start 
praying for myself because, apparently over these next 15 months I go crazy.” That 
is what you might have said to yourself if you had a chance to visit yourself from 
December of 2019. It has been a shocking transformation in just 12 months. 
 
Open your Bibles to Mark 16. I am going to read from Mark’s account of the 
resurrection story, and I am going to invite you to stand as I read this main text for 
our message this morning. At First Baptist, we stand for the main text as a way of 
showing honor and respect, joy, and gratitude that God has spoken to us in His 
Word, and readiness to respond and put it into action. To obey. To be not hearers 
of the Word only, but doers of the Word as well. 
 

Mark 16:1-8 
When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ 
body. 2 Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they 
were on their way to the tomb 3 and they asked each other, “Who will 
roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?” 
 

It took a whole group of soldiers to roll the stone in front of the tomb. 
 

4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very 
large, had been rolled away. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a 
young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they 
were alarmed. 
 

6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, 
who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where 
they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of 
you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’” 
 

8 Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the 
tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid. 
 

You may be seated. 
 

Now most of you will see – if you were looking at your Bibles – that there is 
probably a note there because the book of Mark as we have recorded in our Bibles 
contains verses that follow verse 8. And yet the earliest manuscripts of copies of 
Mark that we have do not have those following verses. I believe the Gospel of 



Mark was written by Mark to end at verse 8. It does not mean that the rest of 
those verses are not true. It does not mean that we should not view those as 
Scripture, yet I believe when Mark wrote this account, he ended at verse 8 so that 
he could communicate as clearly and strongly as possible the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ cannot be put into words. You cannot tie a bow on it. It is so shocking, it is 
so world-changing, that there is no way to sum up and write a nice little ending to 
the story and put a neat little bow on the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
 
Even the disciples of Jesus when they first heard about the resurrection of Jesus – 
by the way, he told them that that was going to happen more than one time over 
the course of his ministry with them – but Jesus’ resurrection was so shocking, that 
these women and even his disciples did not know what to do with it. They did not 
have any category to fit that into their minds. They did not have any way of 
understanding that. They were bewildered and afraid. What is going on here? 
What is God doing? This has never happened before in the history of the world! 
 
Listen to what N.T. Wright says about these Easter stories: 
 

The Easter stories are full of people getting the wrong end of the stick. (He is 
from the UK so that phrase means something a little different there.) Mary 
thinks Jesus’ body has been stolen. Peter sees the linen wrappings and can’t 
work out what it’s all about. The Disciples didn’t understand the Scriptures. 
The angels question Mary, and she still doesn’t know what’s going on. Then 
she thinks Jesus is the gardener. Then, it seems, she reaches out to cling to 
him, and he tells her she mustn’t. You could hardly get more 
misunderstandings into a couple of paragraphs if you tried. 
 

The point is, of course, that Easter has burst into our world – the world of 
space, time, and matter, real history and real people and real life – but our 
minds and imaginations are too small to contain it. So, we do our best to put 
the sea into a bottle and fit the explosive fact of the Resurrection into the 
possibilities we already know about. 

 

Jesus is the Resurrected King and the resurrection of Jesus Christ changes 
everything! It means that everything written about the Messiah in the entire Old 
Testament was written about and is true of Jesus Christ. Everything that Jesus 
claimed about himself is 100% true of who He is. Everything that that Gospel 
writers and the apostles who wrote the rest of the New Testament wrote about 



Jesus Christ is absolutely true! The resurrection of Jesus Christ changes everything 
because it means that our God did come in the flesh; and having lived a perfect 
life, taught us, and showed us how to live for the Father for His honor and glory 
and His kingdom. Having lived that perfect life, went to the cross and died for you 
and me. God died! That in and of itself is unthinkable! That out of His love for us, 
He died for you and me taking on the penalty of our sins, taking our sins upon 
himself so that those sins would be paid for, dead, and gone. And then, God rose 
from the grave! The living God in human flesh rose from the dead. He is the 
Resurrected King, and this changes everything. 
 
Listen to what Paul says in Colossians 1. 
 

Colossians 1:15-23 
The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 
For in him all tings were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all 
things have been created through him and for him. He is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together.  
 

Try to grasp that in your mind! There is a star billions of light years away from here 
that we have not even discovered yet that is being held together by Jesus Christ 
right now. 

 

And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the 
supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 
and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on 
earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on 
the cross. 
 

Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds 
because of your evil behavior. But now he has reconciled you by 
Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, 
without blemish and free from accusation – if you continue in your 
faith, established and firm, and do not move from the hope help out in 
the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been 
proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have 
become a servant. 

 



Listen! This world is full of trouble. This world is full of difficulty, trials, pain, and 
suffering. That has become very apparent to all of us, to all people over the face of 
this planet over this last year. Has it not? I mean, think of all of these things that 
we have endured together: 
 

 Illness Injustice 
 Dishonesty Racism 
 Anger Division 
 Hatred Poverty 
 Fear Arrogance 
 Judgmentalism Death 
 

There are lots and lots of problems that we have endured together that have 
become even more apparent over the course of this past year. The problem is this: 
we as human beings on our own are powerless to solve any of those problems. We 
are powerless to come up with any long-lasting, enduring ways to bring those 
issues, trials, struggles, and sin issues to an end. The only enduring solution that is 
offered to us as human beings is if we would repent of our sin, believe in Jesus 
Christ and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, live according to His Word and His Law 
of Love! That is the only solution that we have as human beings. The only 
enduring, long-term solution. It is not that we cannot put our minds together and 
our actions together and our money together and come up with some temporary 
solutions to some of these issues and problems. Yet, the only enduring solution to 
all of these problems is the Lord Jesus Christ. Human efforts always fail! They 
always do. 
 
Not one of these things – which all of these things have existed since sin entered 
the human race and always been present – not one nation or group of people or 
whatever has ever brought a permanent end to any of these issues. Human efforts 
always fail but our God is a God of life. Our God is a God who has overcome all of 
these things. And through His Church God wants to bring about His will, His love, 
His goodness, His peace to bare. God forms an eternal family from those who 
repent and believe in Jesus Christ and commit their lives to Him. By the power of 
the Holy Spirit, we become more like Jesus as we learn to live according to His 
Word and His Law of Love! He works through His Resurrection People to bring 
about His love, truth, mercy, hope, goodness, justice, and peace in our world. 
 



God wants to bring an end to each one of those things. Someday Jesus will return 
and all of those enemies, all of that sin, all of those struggles will be done away 
with once and for all. But in this time between the First Coming and the Second 
Coming of Jesus Christ, God wants to work through you and through me to bring 
about His kingdom, His will, His goodness to bear on the lives of all people. 
 
Listen to what Paul said connecting the resurrection of Jesus Christ with this 
commission we have as the resurrection people of God from 2 Corinthians 5: 
 

2 Corinthians 5:14-21 
For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died 
for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live 
should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and 
was raised again. 
 

So, from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. 
Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come. The old 
has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 

 

So, Jesus was sent on a mission of reconciliation to bring us under the Father, and 
now He sends us back out into the world to continue His mission of reconciliation 
so that we would be the ones who bring His presence, His love, His goodness, His 
peace, His truth, His gospel to those who are dying without him. 
 

that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 
people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God 
were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: 
Be reconciled to God. God made him (Jesus) who had no sin to be sin 
for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 

These truths change everything about our world, about the future, because 
everything that is written in Scripture about the future is a “Yes and Amen” in 
Jesus Christ! And they change everything about you and about me. If we place our 
faith in Jesus Christ, we are a new creation. We are a saint. We are holy. We are 
bought with the most expensive blood this world has ever spilt. We are the ones 



who are called to be ambassadors of Jesus Christ. Think about the disciples of 
Jesus before the resurrection and after the resurrection. 
 

 Before the Resurrection After the Resurrection 
 Sinners Saints 
 Fearful Courageous 
 Confused Confident and Certain 
 Proud and Selfish Humble and Loving 
 Did Not Understand the Right Teaching and Application 
    Scriptures    of the Bible 
 Ordinary Lives Extraordinary Lives 
 

Before the resurrection, they were a bunch of sinners and that was made apparent 
if you have read through the Gospels. Prior to the resurrection they are constantly 
getting into trouble. They are wanting to call down fire from Heaven to burn up 
people! They are a little wayward in their thinking in following Jesus. They were 
fearful. They were hiding. They were not standing up and saying, “Yes, I am a 
follower of Jesus and put me to death too.” No, they were fearful. They were 
confused. They were proud and selfish. They wanted to know, “Which one of us, 
Lord, will be the greatest in your Kingdom? We would like to sign up to be the #2.” 
They did not understand the Scriptures. They were ordinary people living ordinary 
lives. 
 
After the resurrection, and after the sending of the Holy Spirit (which we will read 
about the study in depth over these next two months in our series about the Holy 
Spirit), they were saints. They were courageous. Instead of hiding and cowering – 
you know, Peter lying to a little girl that he was not a follower of Jesus – they were 
boldly going out into the city and temple courts proclaiming the name of Jesus 
even though they knew they were risking their lives. Eleven of the apostles 
ultimately were killed for their faith. Killed for their ministry for Jesus. They were 
confident and certain. They were humble and loving. They understood the 
Scriptures. They gave right teaching and application of the Bible in the lives of 
those who were disciples of theirs. And they lived extraordinary lives!  
 
Brothers and sisters, on the right side of the column, that is to define and describe 
your life as well! Listen, the apostles were not super-Christians. They were 
ordinary people like you and me, but God can do that through people who submit 



to Jesus Christ the Resurrected King, and say to him, “Jesus, help me be your 
ambassador today. Help me to live for you, glorify you, and point others to you in 
this day.” 
 
God desires and is working right now to tackle the world’s biggest troubles 
through His Church. God has been for thousands of years tackling the world’s 
biggest issues through the Church. Think about that.  
 

• Illness. Guess what? Most hospitals in this country and around the world 
were originally started by the Church. 

 

• Illiteracy and all sorts of places all around the world where people have 
difficulty learning, reading, and growing. Guess what? The Church was the 
founder of most schools once upon a time.  

 

• Injustice. The Church is the vehicle through which God wants to bring His 
justice to bear on everyone’s lives.  

 

• Dishonesty. We are people who walk by the truth even when it costs us 
everything.  

 

• Racism. The Early Church was the first group of people in human history who 
willingly and joyfully gathered from all different religions (prior to becoming 
a Christian), from all different backgrounds, from all different races, from all 
different socio-economic statuses, they all came together in the name of 
Jesus Christ because of what God can do and desires to do through His 
Church.  

 

• Anger. We are the people who bring peace who know how to manage our 
anger in God-honoring and life-giving ways.  
 

• Division. There is no division in the Church of Jesus Christ. In fact, unity 
professes to the world that Jesus is the King. He is the Messiah. He is Lord. 
 

• Hatred. There is no hatred, only love. 
 

• Poverty. There is no poverty. The Early Church irradicated poverty. How? 
Well, the people who had more sold it and gave to the apostles who then 
redistributed that and loved, cared, and served others. They, within the 
Church, irradicated poverty and cared for those in need. 
 



• Fear. There is no fear, only strength, courage, and a desire to live for the 
Lord. 
 

• Arrogance. There is no arrogance, only humility. 
 

• Judgmentalism. There is no judgmentalism, only a warm embrace because 
we recognize that we are broken and sinful as well. So, we extend the grace, 
mercy, and hope of our God. 
 

• Death. Instead of death there is life-everlasting. 
 

One of the issues we talk about here at First Baptist that God has laid on our heart 
in a powerful way is the issue of loneliness and isolation. Have we not experienced 
that in a profound way over this last year? And God desires through His Church, 
through First Baptist Church, for us to be vessels of His embrace, His love, His 
welcoming of other people into our family so that everyone in this community 
would know, ‘I am not alone. I am never alone. There are a bunch of wonderful 
people at First Baptist who are always willing and ready to embrace me as one of 
their own – even if I do not believe the way that they believe. Even if I do not go to 
their church, they love me and encourage me.’ All of these things God is doing 
through His Church.  
 
Two thoughts to challenge you with as we close this Easter message. First and 
foremost, be reconciled to God. Be someone who cries out to Jesus and asks for 
forgiveness and salvation.  
 
Let me go back to my wife. So, I am at home with our other two young boys and 15 
minutes soon turns into 30 minutes. I am starting to kind of wonder because 
Cambridge is not all that big, but I am thinking that she has made two or three 
stops. It would not surprise me, so I am not too worried yet. And then 45 minutes. 
Now I am starting to wonder. It is late at night. Again, she is as pregnant as she is 
and she is away from me, so it is around that time where I went into our kitchen 
and noticed for the first time that she does not have her phone with her. So, now I 
am a bit panicked. I have no way of connecting with her and knowing whether or 
not she is okay and of knowing where she is. I am still kind of hoping for the best, 
but she could be somewhere on the side of the road broken down. She could be 
giving birth in whatever store she went into. All sorts of things could be happening 



right now, and I have two young boys who are sleeping, and I have no way of 
knowing where she is. That brought fear into my heart and mind. 
 
Well, I will take you back to Mandy. So, Mandy’s car has a flat tire, she is broken 
down on the side of the road and trying to figure out what to do. She just kind of 
sat there hoping that someone would stop. She had turned on her flashers. But 
between 10-11pm on an ordinary night in Cambridge, there are not a whole lot of 
cars that are buzzing down 65. And of those that are, you are not totally sure if you 
would want them to stop or not when you are nine months pregnant. You know, 
you are in a vulnerable position, and all those kinds of things. Eventually, she 
thinks, “I guess I am going to have to walk back the mile to Highway 95 and go to 
McDonalds which is open 24/7 and, hopefully, be able to call my husband who can 
take care of this.” 
 
Now, one key detail that I have left out. In December of 2009, we bought a family 
vehicle. It was our first true family vehicle because we had a third child coming on 
the way. It was a Chevy Traverse that was a little bit bigger, and she did not know 
(I had not talked her through) how to change a tire – not that at nine months you 
should be changing a tire. I would not have wanted her to do that. But even if she 
was not in a physical condition to do that, I had not yet told her how to do that or 
where the spare was and all those kinds of things. So, she decided, “Well, I am just 
going to have to tough it out and walk back to McDonalds.” And that is what she 
did. 
 
I had the thought while I was waiting, “Well, do I wake the boys up, pile them in 
the car, and drive around?” But the reality is that if the police call me, they are 
going to call our home phone number. They are not going to necessarily know my 
cell phone number. I mean, it was just a mess! 
 
The good news is that eventually, (probably about after an hour of her being gone) 
Mandy does call home and says in tears, “The car got a flat tire. I had to walk. I was 
on Highway 65 and had to get back to McDonalds. Can you come help me?” Of 
course, my heart is wrenched. All that to say, I did get the boys up and went to 
pick up Mandy. We drove to the car. And when we got into the car I said, “There is 
something that I know way back when we bought this car 5-6 months ago, I briefly 
walked you through, but there is something that I want you to know and be 



reminded about so this never happens again. See this little blue button that says 
‘On’ with a circle around it? All you have to do is press that button and someone 
will rescue you. Someone will help you.” So, I actually did that with her. I pressed 
the button and an Onstar person came on. I explained the situation and they said, 
“We will call someone to come out and change your tire.” I could have changed 
the tire, but if you pay for a serve like that, you want someone else to change your 
tire. Right? 
 
All that to say, help is only the “press of a button” away. Listen. You and I have 
gone through hell over the course of the past 12-13 months. You have gone 
through trials. You have suffered. And apart from Jesus Christ, you are in a 
hopeless and helpless situation. But with Jesus Christ, if you press that button, if 
you cry out to him, He will save you! He will save you. All you have to do is cry out 
for help and the God of the universe, the Resurrected King, will save you. Repent 
and believe in Jesus Christ. 
 
Second, may we be ambassadors for Christ and His Kingdom every day. May we be 
the resurrection people who joyfully proclaim our love for the Lord and His love for 
the world. May we in word and deed live for Him in such a way that everyone 
around us experiences His presence, love, peace, strength, joy, goodness, truth, 
mercy, and hope. God wants to do that through you and through me. The Holy 
Spirit who comes to lives inside us will empower us to live in these ways each and 
every day so that the name of Jesus is lifted high. So that everyone here and to the 
ends of the earth has an opportunity to hear and profess faith in Jesus Christ. To 
proclaim Him as their Resurrected King, to honor Him and glorify Him. These are 
our greatest prayers for you as a church family. 
 

1. That you would place your faith in Jesus Christ and begin to walk with Him 
each day. And as you walk with Him and the Holy Spirit empowers you… 

2. You would learn how to live as an ambassador of His bringing this Good 
News that Jesus is alive and that He desires to save everyone. May you bring 
that everywhere you go. 

 

Let us pray together.  
 

Jesus, again we thank you that you are the living Lord, that you are the 
Resurrected King, that you have conquered sin and death and satan. The 
reality is that we live in this in between time – between your First Coming 



and your Second Coming – where in your wisdom you have chosen to allow 
evil and satan to still have sway in this world. That is what brings so much 
harm and sin and struggle and despair. So many awful things happen 
because we are sinful people. 
 

We thank you, Lord, that you came to set things right. That you came to 
bring your justice, your peace, your love, your hope, your mercy. That you 
came as the Good News bringer and the One who would be the Good News 
as you died and rose again. Jesus, we love you! And we want to love you by 
loving others, representing you well to the world around us. So, on this day, 
Lord, if there is anyone hearing the sound of my voice who has not placed 
their faith in you, may they come to Jesus Christ and cry out to Him as the 
only One who can rescue them and save them. 
 

Lord, for everyone who is worshiping with us today who have placed their 
faith in Jesus Christ, may we be encouraged and inspired, built up and 
empowered by your Holy Spirit to live as your ambassadors this day and 
every day to bring your name, your very presence, and your love to bear on 
the lives of everyone we interact with. We pray this in the matchless name of 
Jesus Christ, the Risen King and Lord. Amen. 

 

Because He lives everything has changed! And if you embrace Him as your Lord 
and Savior, everything about your life will change. And I promise you that it will 
change for the better. 
 
Let me pray a prayer of blessing over you. 
 

Jesus, these are your children. Bless them in your mighty name. Help them 
and help me to live resurrection lives. We thank you that you have sent your 
Holy Spirit to live in us. And by your Spirit, you live in us, Jesus. You are alive 
and we are alive as your children. Help us to live for you and glorify you and 
honor you and love you each and every day. We pray this in your holy name. 
Amen. 

 

Be blessed in the name of our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ! 


