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Good morning! We are so glad that you are here to worship with us. Whether you 
are here in person or worshiping online, it is a joy to have you on this Palm Sunday 
to lift high the name of Jesus Christ who is the One who comes in the name of the 
Lord, who is the King of kings and Lord over all. We are worshiping Him, and we 
are glad that you are here to worship with us. 
 
The service will begin in a few moments, but I do have a few announcements that   
I would like to share. It is Holy Week. This Sunday marks the start of Holy Week 
and we have some other special gatherings and services over the course of this 
week that I want to make sure that you are aware of. First, on Wednesday night 
our Kids U and Jr. High ministries will continue as they are normally done. So, if 
you have children or youth in your life, you can certainly bring them to the church 
on Wednesday at 6:30pm and they will be blessed, and encouraged, and built up 
in the Lord through those ministries. For adults, we will have a special time of 
prayer and communion. It will be in the Sanctuary at 6:30pm. We would love to 
have you join us if you are able to seek the Lord in prayer and to have a special 
time of worshiping the Lord through communion as we remember the love and 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ as He gave his life for you and for me. 
 
We also have a Good Friday service that will be held in the Sanctuary at 6:30pm 
Friday night, and it will be offered online for those who are worshiping with us 
online. Please plan to come on out. We will have the Multipurpose room available 
for overflow if we have too many to sit in this room. 
 
Easter Sunday we are going to have three services to try to have as much space as 
possible for people who want to come and worship with us in person. We will have 
an 8:30am Traditional worship service in the Sanctuary, with overflow in the 
Multipurpose room. It will also be offered online. At 9:45am and 11am we will 



have Contemporary worship services. Again, in person, with the Multipurpose 
room being the main worship center, with overflow in the Sanctuary. Those 
services will also be offered online.  
 
During the Contemporary worship services, if you have little ones in your life, 
there will be Early Childhood childcare for the full hour and Children’s Church 
offered up through 5th grade. So, invite your family, your friends, your co-workers, 
your neighbors to come and join us on Easter Sunday. We would love to have you 
worship with us. Again, if you are still worshiping online as that is the best place 
for you and your family, we would be honored to have you join us at one of those 
three services online. 
 
We do have our new “What’s Happening” brochure that has been available on our 
website for about a week or so, it has also been in the Friday email, and if you are 
here in person, we do have hard copies available at the Welcome Center. That is 
your guide to life and ministry over the next couple of months. We have been 
producing those more frequently in this year, adjusting to changes as we go along. 
So, if you want to know of other ways to be part of what God is doing here, we 
would love to have you pick up or see online on our website home page our 
“What’s Happening” brochure. 
 
Again, as a reminder during this season, if you are here in person you can give in 
the boxes that are spread throughout the building. If you are worshiping online, 
you can continue to give through the Give tab on our website, or you can mail your 
gift to the church. I want to thank you for your faithfulness and generosity, the 
ways that you give to the Lord, because it is having a big impact here in this 
church, in our community, and to the ends of the earth. So, thank you for your 
generosity as you continue to give! 
 
We also want to welcome you if you are a guest with us. We love having guests. 
We love when guests feel like they are part of the family. If you are worshiping 
online, you can go to our website and on the home page you will find an online 
connection card. If you are here in person, we would love to connect with you 
after the service – anyone of us on staff – or you can meet us at the Welcome 
Center. We would love to greet you and answer any questions that you might 



have, get some good information, and get a gift in your hands for being here with 
us this morning. 
 
Will you join me in prayer as we begin our time of worship together? 
 

Lord God, we thank you. We shout “Hosanna!” You are the King! Blessed is 
He who comes in the name of the Lord. You are the King of Israel. You are 
the King over the whole world, and we worship You and honor You on this 
Palm Sunday. We pray that you draw near to us. Teach us, encourage us, and 
inspire us, Lord. Help us to live for you and you alone. We thank you that you 
love us and that you make your presence here with us. By your Holy Spirit 
you live in us and fill this place. We thank you that you are in every home 
where someone is watching and worshiping with us from their homes. We 
pray this in your name, Jesus. Amen. 

 
For over half a century, if you were here worshiping on a Palm Sunday, and you 
turned your gaze to this front corner of this worship center, you would have had 
an opportunity to see Ray and MarieAnn Magnuson worshiping the Lord together. 
As many of you know, Ray early this past week went home to be with Jesus. So, he 
is worshiping Jesus the King in His presence today. The family would love to have 
you know that on Wednesday, from 11am – 3pm, there will be a public visitation 
that will happen at Carlson Lillemoen Funeral Home. The family is hoping that 
maybe sometime in June – they do not have the details figured out yet – they 
would have a public time of celebrating what God has done in and through the life 
of Ray. Remembering him, grieving together, mourning together. So, as soon as we 
have information about that service, we will certainly pass that along to all of you. 
 
Let us worship the Lord who has given us everlasting life, and Ray gets to be in the 
glory of His presence right now. 
 

Jesus, I thank you for the song that we just sang (Alleluia), and for the taste, 
the glimpse of what heaven will be like when we lift our hearts and voices to 
you. We are amazed and in awe of your presence here with us, and your 
great love for us.  
 

Lord, we thank you for our brother, Ray, who was such a key part of your 
work here in this community and in this church for decade after decade after 
decade. We thank you for his great love for You and the example that he set 



for his own family, and for all of us, of what is means to live passionately for 
Jesus and use all of the gifts and talents, the knowledge, the experiences that 
you built into us and bless us with to advance your Kingdom. We thank you, 
Lord, that he is in your presence right now. Lord, we pray that you would 
draw near to MarieAnn and to the rest of the family in a powerful, special 
way right now. That you would bring your comfort and your strength. That 
you would allow them to experience the blessing of the Comforter that you 
are, Holy Spirit, in their lives.  
 

Lord, we pray that the time of gathering on Wednesday would be 
meaningful, it would be blessed, it would be a great time of encouragement 
and joy, and also a time of sadness and grief together. We pray that you 
would help them work out the details of when to have a larger gathering 
where we all could come together and celebrate who You are and what you 
have done in and through Ray’s life over the years. We thank you for the 
incredible blessing that Ray was and MarieAnn is to this church family. And 
we thank you for all the ways that our lives have been impacted because of 
their love for You, their love for this church, and their love for this 
community.  
 

Lord, we pray that you would teach us now as we open your Word and look 
at these beautiful retellings of what happened on that first Palm Sunday. I 
pray that you would help us to be there – much of the crowd that was 
worshiping you, that was celebrating you, that was shouting “Hosanna!” and 
declaring your greatness, Jesus. I pray that you would help us to be there, to 
engage all of our senses as we read, study, and consider what you want us to 
learn today. Holy Spirit, we pray that you would transform us by your power 
and by the Word of God. We pray this in the matchless name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

 

If you are someone who likes to keep track of the “Words of the Day,” in addition 
to any name of God, you can add to that the word “promise” and “king.” We are 
flowing out of a series where for 12 weeks we have looked at the amazing 
promises that God has given us. Let me be honest in saying that looking at 12 
promises is wonderful and yet, barely scratches the surface of the promises that 
God has given in his Word. Hopefully, you have been encouraged, blessed, built 
up, and inspired to continue to engage in growing in your understanding of and 
living out of the promises of God. 



This morning we are going to talk about the reality that on Palm Sunday, Jesus 
made is abundantly clear that He is the Promise-Keeping King. All of these 
promises that we have been studying about are “yes” and “amen” in Jesus Christ. I 
hope that as I just prayed, our hearts, our minds, our bodies would be drawn into 
worship with the crowd that shouted “Hosanna!” on that very first Palm Sunday. 
 
I want to invite you to stand as I read from Mark 11, Mark’s account of that very 
first Palm Sunday. 
 

Mark 11:1-10 
As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at 
the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2 saying to 
them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will 
find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it 
here. 3 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord 
needs it and will send it back here shortly.’” 
 

4 They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As 
they untied it, 5 some people standing there asked, “What are you 
doing, untying that colt?” 6 They answered as Jesus had told them to, 
and the people let them go. 7 When they brought the colt to Jesus and 
threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their 
cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the 
fields. 9 Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted, 
 

“Hosanna!” 
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  
10 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” 
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

 
Try to put yourself in that day with all of your senses. What would you have seen? 
What would you have heard? What would you have felt? What would you have 
tasted? What would you have experienced on that very first day?  
 
I wish that I could have been there. I try to put myself there and I kind of picture a 
scene that you might experience if some celebrity, or some very high-level 
politician, or perhaps a king, or the Queen of England, or someone who is a rock 
star, or a professional athlete is coming and a crowd of people who adore that 



person learn that they are going to be passing through their town, or having some 
sort of appearance, or concert, or whatever and you see people – I can picture 
people because I have been at these sporting events or concerts – who are going 
crazy! They are screaming. They are shouting. They are calling out the name of the 
famous person that they are there to adore and to declare the greatness of. I 
mean, I think this probably goes even above and beyond that. But maybe you have 
been somewhere where you have seen a large group of people declaring the 
greatness of someone else and shouting out their name. Maybe there are some 
teenage girls who are fainting in the presence of this famous celebrity. Can you 
picture that? Can you put yourself in that place? 
 
I think it was a ruckus celebration. These shouts, these praises, these declarations 
would have resounded all throughout the area where this was occurring and 
probably caught the attention of just about anyone within miles of what was 
happening on that first Palm Sunday. 
 
You see, I believe that it is universal law that everyone follows someone or 
something. That everyone serves someone or something. I am not talking about 
service in terms of being kind to others, helping them, assisting them in whatever 
it is that they are trying to do. What I am talking about is being mastered by 
someone or something. Everyone worships someone or something. The reality is 
there is no such thing as an Atheist in the truest sense of that term. Because even 
an Atheist worships something. Maybe it is an ideology or a way of seeing the 
world and understanding the world. But everyone worships, follows, and serves 
someone or something. 
 
I have a list of things that people worship, serve, follow on this next slide. Many of 
us worship: 
 

- Person or group of people - Money 
- Organization - Possessions 
- Philosophy or Idea - Fame 
- Urge, Desire, or Longing - Self 
- Nation or Government - Lifestyle 
- Sin/Satan - Any other “god” 

 



How many in our nation in our culture today worship feelings? Feelings is a thing 
that guides and governs and directs all things. Many worship themselves and serve 
only themselves. Many worship governmental leaders. Those shouts of 
“Hosanna!” were declaring “Save us! Rescue us! Help us!” How many over the 
course of this past year have cried out to the government or to health officials or 
to scientific community, “Help us! Save us! Rescue us!”? 
 
All of these things on this list can be gods in the life of a person. All of them can 
master someone. All of them can be something we bow down to and worship. And 
for many people in our day, it is a combination of things that we follow, worship, 
and serve. My question for you this morning is who do you follow? What do you 
worship? What are you mastered by in your life? I think what happened on Palm 
Sunday in this story is a glimpse of how we should worship and serve and follow 
Jesus Christ, and Him alone. 
 
Let us turn to Matthew’s account of this first Palm Sunday. 
 

Matthew 21:1-11 
As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village 
ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her 
colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything 
to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right 
away.” 
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 

 

5 “Say to Daughter Zion, 
    ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a  

    donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 

 

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They 
brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for 
Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 
while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 
road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed 
shouted, 

 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 



“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

 

10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, 
“Who is this?” 

 

And remember at this time because of the festival, the City of Jerusalem would 
have been 2-3 times the size in number of people. We are talking 100,000+ people 
who were stirred with what was happening on this Palm Sunday. 

 

11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in 
Galilee.” 

 
If it is true that everyone follows, serves, worships someone or something (or a 
group of people and things), we should want that person or thing to be powerful. 
Now when we think about things that can master us, like addictions, we wish there 
was not so much power in those addictions that master us and control our 
thoughts, emotions, the way that we respond to things, and the way that we seek 
after things. But the reality is that those addictions, in terms of the kind of power 
that we want this person or thing to have, are not very powerful because that 
addiction does not have power over other circumstances, people, or events in this 
world. We should want the person or thing that we worship and serve to have 
ultimate power and authority so that as we give our life to that person or thing, we 
experience blessing and good things happening in our lives. 
 
The reality is that there are many things in our life that we cannot handle on our 
own. This past year has been a stark reminder of that. Life is frail. We are not 
guaranteed tomorrow. There are all kinds of things that are way outside of our 
control that have significant impact on our lives. Hopefully, that is a reminder to us 
that we need to be very wise in who we choose to follow, serve, and worship so 
that the thing or person that we give our lives to can actually impact those 
external things and bring about good in our lives even in the midst of the trails and 
challenges. 
 
As I mentioned a few moments ago, “Hosanna!” meant “Help! Rescue! Save us!” It 
was a word of praise and adoration, but as they were crying out in praise and 
adoration to the Lord Jesus Christ, they were declaring “Help us! Help us, Son of 
David! Help us, King of Israel! Help us, the One who comes in the name of the 



Lord! Save us! Rescue us!” So, Jesus is the one who is able to save us, to rescue us, 
to help us. Jesus is the one who is all-powerful. 
 
In the passage there, it talks about, “See, your king comes to you…gentle, riding on 
a donkey.” Jesus is the King of kings and Lord of lords. He is the King of Israel, but 
he is a King to rules and reigns over all time and space. Jesus rules and reigns over 
all. 
 
Let us turn now to Luke’s account of this first Palm Sunday. 
 

Luke 19:28-40 
 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to 
Jerusalem. 29 As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill 
called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to 
them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will 
find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it 
here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord 
needs it.’” 
 

32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told 
them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why 
are you untying the colt?” 
 

34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 
 

35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus 
on it. 36 As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 
37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount 
of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in 
loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 
 

38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”  
“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 

 

39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke 
your disciples!” 
 

40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 
 



So, we should desire for the thing or person that we follow, worship, serve to be 
powerful and we need the person or the thing that we follow, worship, serve to be 
good. We need that person to be honest and true, to be loving and kind, to be 
generous and keep their promises. I mean, how many over the past year plus have 
been devastated and disappointed by putting their hope in…maybe it is religious 
leaders, maybe it is governmental leaders…because those people have not kept 
their promises, or they have been revealed to have failed in major ways in their 
lives. And we get disappointed and sad because we recognize that the person that 
we have hoped in perhaps was not the best place for that hope. 
 
I love how the people here praise God. They joyfully lift their voices and praise God 
and worship Jesus for all the miracles that he had done. Jesus is good! There is no 
way that you could read through the Gospels and not believe that Jesus is good, 
and his desire is good in the lives of other people. He is loving and kind and 
compassionate. Even opponents of Jesus look at his life and say, “Yes, I do not 
believe that he is God, that he is the Son of God. But man! He sure did a whole lot 
of good things and said a whole lot of good things.” Jesus consistently stopped to 
care for the broken, the outcast, those who are on the fringes of society, to name 
them, to love them, to meet their needs and heal their sicknesses. 
 
Another thing that comes through in this passage (and in all of these passages) on 
Palm Sunday are these phrases “As it is written…” or “This was to fulfill…” and that 
is true all throughout the New Testament. When Jesus is doing things, when he is 
saying things often times in the Gospels we read “this was to fulfill…” or “as it is 
written…” and the writers of the New Testament – the Epistles – they are 
constantly referring back to things that Jesus did or said that fulfilled Old 
Testament prophecies. Jesus is a promise-keeper. Our God is a promise-keeper! 
This is what we were studying and being encouraged and blessed by over these 
last three months together. Jesus is the one who fulfills the promises of God.  
 

2 Corinthians 1:20a 
For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in 
Christ. 

 
Jesus is the one who is worthy of being served, followed, and worshiped. Not only 
because He is all-powerful, but also because He is all-good. He is loving. He is kind. 
He is compassionate. He keeps his promises. He will never fail you. Whereas all of 



those other things, all of those other people that we can follow, serve, and 
worship will fail you. 
 
Now let us turn to John’s account of these events. 
 

John 12:12-19 
The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that 
Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 13 They took palm branches and 
went out to meet him, shouting, 
 

“Hosanna!” 
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  
“Blessed is the king of Israel!” 

 

14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written: 
 

15 “Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on  
     a donkey’s colt.” 
 

16 At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was 
glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him 
and that these things had been done to him. 
 

17 Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the 
tomb and raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. 
18 Many people, because they had heard that he had performed this 
sign, went out to meet him. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, 
“See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone 
after him!” 

 
Brothers and sisters, Jesus is the promise-keeping king! Jesus is the promise-
keeping king of the universe and desires to be the promise-keeping king of your 
life. Jesus desires to be the one that you follow, that you serve, that you worship. 
He desires to live with you and help you on a day-to-day basis. He is good. He is 
loving, kind, compassionate. He is all-powerful. He is true and trust-worthy. He is 
holy. He is the miracle worker. He is the Righteous One. He is the name above all 
names. The one who comes in the name of the Lord. He is worthy of all praise. He 
is the Son of David, the Son of Man, the Son of God, the Savior of the world. He is 
God with us! Jesus is all of those things and so much more! He is the giver of life, 



forgiveness, freedom, and salvation. And He has given his own Spirit to us. He and 
the Father are the giver of the Holy Spirit that comes to live in us to empower us, 
to lead us, guide us, comfort us, and strengthen us. 
 
And we are going to spend the next couple of months looking at and 
understanding in a deeper way this incredible gift of the Holy Spirit. God has given 
himself to us to live inside of us to empower us as a church to accomplish his 
mission and his work in this world. The Holy Spirit lives in you. Jesus lives in you if 
you have placed your faith in him if you have cried out to him for forgiveness and 
salvation. Jesus lives in you by the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The Pharisees make an observation. (And I wish the Pharisees were right in this 
observation.) They say to one another, “Look how the whole world has gone after 
him!” Sadly, the whole world has not gone after Jesus. Though he is the One who 
is worthy of being followed, and served, and worshiped, people in this world chase 
after the follow, worship, serve so many other people and so many other things 
that always leave them wanting and never truly satisfy. That do not give them the 
life that they crave and need and desire.  
 
Jesus is the only one who can do that. He is the only one who will answer the 
questions that keep us up at night. He is the only one that will satisfy the longings, 
the hungers, the desires of our heart, our mind, our soul. He is the only one who 
can provide forgiveness of sin and life everlasting. I wish that the whole world 
would go after Jesus. I pray for that! I beg, I long, I ask God to do that work. I know 
many of you do as well. Many of us have been praying for decades that there 
would be revival in this community, revival in this state, in our nation, in our world. 
That the Spirit of God would be poured out in power. That the Gospel would go 
forth with such power that the world, the community that we live in, would be 
transformed. That everyone would go after Jesus.  
 
But so many are lost. So many just continue to pursue those other people or other 
things hoping that, “Well, yes, this person and this thing failed me. But maybe if I 
find someone else, or some other thing to believe, trust, and hope in eventually I 
will find something that gives me life and peace and joy.” When Jesus is the only 
one. He is the only way.  



The Scriptures tell us that there are few who earnestly seek the Lord. What about 
you? How have you responded to Jesus? Do you declare His greatness? Do you cry 
out to Jesus, “Save me! Help me! You are the King of my life. You are the Lord who 
rules and reigns over all and I want you to rule and reign over me. You are the only 
one who is worthy of me following and serving, of worshiping and giving my whole 
self to. I give myself to you, Lord Jesus! Blessed are You.”? Do you live your life in 
that way? Have you received all of the amazing blessings that come from 
committing yourself to Jesus Christ? 
 
We have a church full of people that if you have not taken a step of faith in Jesus, 
will tell you what an amazing and wonderful journey it is to walk with Jesus day-
by-day. It is not always easy. There are trials, temptations, and challenges that will 
come in your life even if you have been walking with Jesus for as many years as 
Ray walked with Jesus. But going through those with Jesus is the only way to 
endure them. Many of you maybe at one point in time earlier in your life, whether 
that be six weeks ago or 60 years ago, you have placed your faith in Jesus Christ. 
Hallelujah! Thank you, Lord, for that incredible gift! And the Holy Spirit came to 
live inside of you. Yet maybe it has been weeks, or months, or years, or decades 
since you have earnestly sought the Lord. Since you have actively followed Jesus 
and worshiped Him and served Him with all that you are. Come back to Him! Be 
amongst the crowd that is worshiping Him and declaring that He is King and Lord 
on this Palm Sunday. 
 
Joshua from the Old Testament, as he was nearing the end of his leadership of the 
people of Israel, had this to say to them, 
 

Joshua 24:14-15 
Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the 
gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in 
Egypt, and serve the Lord.  

 

I believe Joshua would say to you and me, “Throw away the gods! The false gods 
that people in America worship and serve and worship the One True God. Worship 
the Lord Jesus Christ!” 
 

But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for 
yourselves this day whom you will serve, 



We will all serve someone or something our entire earthly lives. Have you chosen 
who you will be serving and worshiping? 
 

whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the 
gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and 
my household, we will serve the Lord. 

 
Even if all other followers of Jesus fall away, we will serve the Lord. We will cling to 
Him and trust in Him. We will worship Him. We will study his Word and allow the 
Holy Spirit to have total control of our lives. We will serve the Lord. 
 
It is not too late for you to be one who goes after Jesus. Choose today to follow 
and serve and worship the Lord Jesus Christ. Shout your “Hosanna!” to the King 
who is worthy of your worship and your praise, and who is worthy of your very life. 
 

Let us pray together. 
 

Jesus, I am so thankful that the Gospel writers captured in their own unique 
ways the events of that first Paul Sunday. Jesus, I thank you that you came to 
live among us to identify with what it means to be a human being, to 
experience all the trials and challenges and temptations that we experience. 
You “get us” as we studied several weeks ago. You understand our confusion, 
our frustration, our pain – not because you were ever confused, but because 
you have walked in our shoes and you know how difficult it is to be human in 
a broken, fallen, sinful world. Jesus, we thank you that you came to set us 
free. You came to be King, Lord, Master of our lives. We thank you that you 
have ruled and reigned over all time and space. Since before the world 
began, you ruled, and you reigned.  
 

We thank you that you are a Master that we can trust in. That you are good, 
kind, and loving. That you are holy. Jesus, we worship you. We shout 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed is the 
King of Israel. Blessed is the one who saves. Blessed are you, Lord Jesus!” 
May our lives declare your greatness. May we demonstrate moment-by-
moment, day-by-day that we live for you and you alone.  
 

Jesus, you know us well enough to know that we will fail. There will be times 
where we are drawn in other directions, where we begin to worship or serve 



someone else or some other thing. Lord, I thank you that when we do that, 
we find nothing but pain and failure and emptiness. I thank you that your 
Holy Spirit who lives inside of us convicts us of that and reminds us how good 
you are, how loving and kind and forgiving you are. That we are drawn back 
into your presence as we confess those sins and return to you. 
 
And Lord Jesus, if there is anyone who is engaging in worship and listening to 
this message who has not yet placed their faith in You, may today be the day 
of salvation in their lives. May they cry out, “Save me, Jesus! I have tried so 
many other people and so many other things and all of them have left me 
empty and wanting. None of them can truly satisfy. None of them bring true 
peace or true joy for any length of time. Jesus, I choose you. Rescue me.” 
 
I thank You that you hear that prayer and respond to that prayer. And we 
thank you that you welcome them into your eternal family. We love you, 
Jesus! Help us to love you more. Help us to worship you and honor you and 
serve you and follow you more faithfully each day until you call us home. We 
cannot wait for that day. Come quickly, Lord Jesus. We pray this in your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
If any of you would like to talk more about what it means to choose Jesus and 
follow Him, worship Him, serve Him, we would be honored to have that 
conversation with you to encourage you to do that, and to pray with you. If 
anyone prayed today, “Jesus, save me!” we would love to know that so that we 
can encourage you and walk alongside you. Again, if you are here in person, we 
would love to connect with you in person. If you are worship online, you can reach 
out to us with a phone call or email or let us know through that connection card. 
We would love to encourage you as you walk with Jesus. 
 
Those of you who are gathered here, you have all kinds of people who are 
surrounding you who would love to hear and encourage and pray for you as you 
continue to follow the Lord Jesus. 
 
Blessed is the Lord Jesus Christ! To close, we are all going to shout, “Hosanna!” I 
know that some of us are of Scandinavian decent and we think shouting is like a 
whisper. You are not allowed to shout like that. You have to actually shout. I want 



the person next to you to say, “Oh, that was kind of loud.” Okay? So, at the count 
of three, we are going to shout “Hosanna!” as a dismissal and blessing. If you are 
watching at home, you are not off the hook. You need to be shouting “Hosanna!” 
If you do not do it well, I will make you do it again.  
 
Alright. Hosanna on three. One. Two. Three. “Hosanna!” Amen! Blessed are you 
who follow Jesus Christ. Have a great week! 


