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Good morning! It is so good to be worshiping the Lord Jesus with you. We want to 
welcome you to First Baptist. If you are worshiping online or here in this room, it is 
a pleasure to have your voices, your hearts, your minds join in the choir lifting high 
the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
I have a couple of announcements that I want to share before we start our service. 
Some of these things are things that we would love to have you be involved in, and 
other things are an FYI for you to be aware of. So, Wednesday night we are going 
to be having a special gathering. It is going to be a time of remembering and 
receiving. An opportunity to worship the Lord together, to lament, to worship 
through lament (we will talk about that a little bit on Wednesday night), to grieve 
and mourn together. The reality is that a lot of our brothers and sisters have gone 
home to be with Jesus over this last 14 months and we as a church family have not 
had an opportunity to gather, to grieve and mourn like we normally would in a 
year when we can do those kinds of gatherings. So, we hope that you will join us at 
6:30pm on Wednesday, May 26. It is going to be in the Multipurpose room. You 
can join us online if you are not able to be here in person. It will be a powerful 
time of worshiping the Lord together. 
 
Two weeks from today is Grad Sunday. It is an opportunity we take every early 
summer/late spring to thank the Lord for what He has done in and through our 
graduates. Our graduates help lead us through worship that Sunday morning. 
There is going to be one service outside, 10:45am, weather depending. So, pray for 
good weather. We would encourage you to bring a lawn chair if you are able. We 
will have some chairs that we will provide for those who are not able to bring a 
chair for yourself. If you are young at heart, you can bring a blanket and spread 



that out on the lawn. It is going to be a great time of worshiping the Lord together 
at 10:45am on June 6. We hope that you join us for Grad Sunday. 
 
I also want to remind you that we have lots of wonderful pathway groups that we 
would love for you to be a part of. God has us on an evangelism and discipleship 
pathway here at First Baptist where we are growing in our love for Jesus Christ, 
growing in our faith, love, and witness, becoming more like Christ each day. There 
are lots of smaller groups that we have to help you grow in that. There are men’s 
groups and women’s groups. There are groups for children and youth. There are 
Bible studies, LIFEgroups, and Sunday morning groups. This fall we are launching 
Community groups. (You will learn more about those in the service.) But we would 
love to have you be part of one of those pathway groups. You can contact any one 
of the pastoral staff members if you would like to learn more, and there is more 
information on our website as well. 
 
In this season we continue to encourage you, if you bring a gift here for the Lord, 
there are giving boxes that you will find throughout this level. If you are 
worshiping online, you can continue to give through our website by clicking on the 
Give tab at firstbaptistcambridge.org. 
 
We do want to greet you as a guest and thank you for worshiping with us. We love 
it when guests feel like they are part of the family. So, we would love to connect 
with you, if you are here in person, after the service at the Welcome Center. If you 
are worshiping online, fill out the online Connection card which is located on our 
homepage and we will reach out to you and welcome you as well. 
 
Will you join me in prayer as we begin our time of worship together? 
 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that you have given us this time and space 
and place to bring honor and glory to the name of Jesus Christ, to worship 
you Heavenly Father, to yield to you Holy Spirit. On this Pentecost Sunday, 
we are anticipating and expecting great things, Holy Spirit. We give ourselves 
to you. We give this time to you. Be glorified in us and do your work in us as 
we give ourselves whole-heartedly to you. We thank you for the love that 
you have for us. I pray that we would be surrounded by and strengthened by 
your love. We ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 



Yesterday Dan DeRushia and I had an opportunity to gather with Larry Seiffert’s 
family – with Mariette, their children, their grandchildren, and their great-
grandchildren – for a beautiful graveside service. One of the reasons why we are 
having this Wednesday night service is because it grieves me that we were not all 
able to be there. Again, with so many of our brothers and sisters who have lost a 
spouse, or a parent or child and we have not been able to gather. So, I hope you 
will join us at 6:30pm on Wednesday night for a time of remembering and 
receiving from God the comfort, the strength, the presence that we so need in the 
midst of all of the losses that we have suffered over the course of this past year. 
 
If you are one who likes to keep track of the “words of the day,” in addition to any 
name of God you can add to that the word “power” because we are talking on this 
Pentecost Sunday when the Holy Spirit fell upon the people of God for the first 
time post the resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ, the power of the Spirit. 
The Spirit is powerful and wants to display His power in our lives, through our 
lives, in our church, through our church. He wants to display the power of Jesus 
Christ, His love, mercy, forgiveness, and salvation to the ends of the earth and He 
usually does that through His church. He usually does that through ordinary men 
and women who have submitted their lives to Jesus Christ and are open to the 
Spirit moving in whatever way He wants to in us and through us. 
 
Let us pray to that end. 
 

Lord God, we do thank you that you have called us unto yourself and that 
you have given us the Holy Spirit. Holy Spirit, this time is yours. This platform 
is yours. This microphone is yours. We pray that you would take the Word of 
God and do your work in each child of God transforming us, displaying your 
power as you help us become more like Christ. And displaying your power as 
we use the gifts, time, resources, energy, talents that you have entrusted to 
us to do your work. Display your power in supernatural ways, God. Draw 
people to Jesus Christ in this church, in this community, and to the ends of 
the earth. We need an awakening, Lord. We need revival. Holy Spirit, you are 
the only one who can do that. We want to be part of that work, God, and we 
thank you that you have chosen for thousands of years to work through 
ordinary people who are in love with Jesus and are willing to do whatever 
you call us to do in order to see your Kingdom come and your will be done. 
Use this Word now to give us great encouragement, joy, and strength as we 



continue to worship and serve our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We pray this 
in His holy name. Amen. 

 

If someone were to ask you or if you were to describe the state of the Christian 
church in the United States (and just so you know, we do have brothers and sisters 
who worship with us on our live stream from the Philippines, from Ukraine, and 
from Malaysia so your experience of the church in those countries might be a little 
bit different than ours) what word(s) or phrase(s) come to your mind? I would 
venture to guess in a group this size there are some really positive and wonderful 
things that were thought of about ways that the church is at work in this world and 
God is working through His church. Ways that we are blessing and helping people 
in our church and community. Ways that we are seeking to be part of His work to 
the ends of the earth through prayer and giving and support of missionaries that 
we send out from our church family and help support. There are a lot of amazing 
things that God is doing in and through the American church.  
 
And my guess is if we did a survey of everyone and got all of your words, your 
phrases, it might tilt a little bit more toward the negative side of things. There are 
probably a lot of concerning things to us. A lot of things that we do not like about 
the American church. Maybe some of these words were in your mind: weak, 
worldly, disobedient, comfortable, irrelevant, fearful, deceived, not willing or 
eager to share the Gospel. Perhaps we are more interested in political or social 
power and acclaim, fame, notoriety than we are in spiritual power? I do not know 
if you had one or more of these words or similar words to them, but my guess is 
that if we are honest with ourselves as we look at the American church, it is a bit 
of a mixed bag. Right? There are some good things and there are some terrible 
things.  
 
Hopefully, as followers of Jesus Christ those things that are not of Him, that are 
not good, grieve us and we desire personally and corporately to be part of seeing 
His church become more of what He designed it to be, what He desires us to be, 
what He made us to be. We are the bride of Christ! I do not know about you, but I 
want the bride of Christ to be a pure, spotless bride. Now by the grace of God and 
by His provision, we are clothed in the righteousness of Jesus Christ. Even when 
we are living in sin, He has beautified us. When the Father sees us, He sees his Son. 
Praise God! And yet I desire our church and the Church in this nation and around 
the world to be the beautiful, radiant bride of Christ. 



Think about some of these quotes from religious leaders, teachers, authors, 
pastors, theologians – some of them living, some of them gone to be with the 
Lord. 
 

A.W. Tozer 
“If the Holy Spirit was withdrawn from the church today, 96% of what 
we do would go on and no one would know the difference. If the Holy 
Spirit had been withdrawn from the New Testament church, 95% of 
what they did would stop, and everybody would know the difference.” 
 

Charles Spurgeon 
“Without the Spirit of God, we can do nothing. We are as ships without 
wind. We are useless.” 

 

That applies individually and corporately as well. 
 

Warren Wiersbe 
“It is futile for us to try to serve God without the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Talent, training, and experience cannot take the place of the 
power of the Spirit.” 

 

Yet so often as a church we turn to training, talent, experience as the answers for 
being more effective for God in this world rather than falling on our faces before 
God and crying out to Him to move in the way and display power in a way that 
only God can do. 
 

Corrie Ten Boom 
“Trying to do the Lord’s work in your own strength is the most 
confusing, exhausting, and tedious of all work. But when you are filled 
with the Holy Spirit, then the ministry of Jesus just flows out of you.” 

 

Again, that applies personally and corporately as well.  
 
This last quote was especially convicting to me. 
 

Reinhard Bonnke 
“The less Holy Spirit we have, the more cake and coffee we need to 
keep the church going.” 

 



Now, there were some of you (and I do not even know who it is, so praise the 
Lord, and I am not saying that you were in the wrong) because we have removed 
the mask requirement who were asking last Sunday, “When do coffee and donuts 
return?” I am not saying that you are living in sin if you had that thought. Yet when 
the people of God gather, it is the very presence of God that we encounter and 
desire! So, even if the answer is, “There will never be coffee or donuts again.” (and 
I am not saying that is what is going to happen. We are working toward bringing 
them back.) But even if we could not have those comfort foods that help to 
energize us and keep us awake when the pastor drones on and on, even if that 
were not true, we would gather with great anticipation, with eager excitement 
because the Spirit of God shows up in power! When the people of God gather to 
worship Jesus Christ and offer ourselves completely to Him, the Spirit does 
miraculous things in us and through us as we gather. And as He sends us out into 
the community – each to our own little sphere of influence – carrying the presence 
and name of Jesus with us, the Spirit does great things through His church! That is 
what we offer! We offer to a dying world the only hope, the only salvation, the 
only One who can give them everything that they need and long for! We offer 
Jesus Christ through the presence of the Spirit in our lives. 
 
The good news is in the midst of some of these difficulties and struggles and 
failures of the Church, God is not done with his Church. The Spirit is alive in the 
Church. And if we surrender to the leadership of the Spirit in our lives personally 
and corporately, God will do great things and we will be the beautiful bride of 
Christ. 
 
Let us go to the Words of Jesus. Open your Bibles to John 14 once again. We keep 
coming back to these texts in John 14-17 because they are so critical for 
understanding what living for Jesus looks like and why the Spirit is indispensable in 
living for Jesus. Here Jesus says to his disciples (John records it): 
 

John 14:12-17 
Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have 
been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I 
am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. You may ask me for 
anything in my name, and I will do it. If you love me, keep my 



commands. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
advocate to help you and be with you forever – the Spirit of truth. 

 

So, one of the ways the Spirit helps us is by doing the work of God in us and 
through us. We cannot do that on our own. 
 

The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows 
him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 

 
Now let us turn to Acts 1 – some of the very last words of Jesus right before he 
ascends into heaven into the Father’s presence. 
 

Acts 1:4-8 
On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized 
with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this 
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
 

He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father 
has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

 
The Greek word for power there is the same word that we derive the word 
“dynamite” from. “The power of the Spirit will fall on you. Wait for it. Do not do a 
single thing. Do not go and tell others that I am the risen King yet. Wait until the 
Spirit falls on you because the Spirit will do incredible things in you and through 
you. There will be an explosive move of my Spirit and pouring out of my grace, my 
mercy upon the entire world through you.” 
 
Fast forward just a little bit. They do wait. They go to Jerusalem and meet in an 
upper room. They pray. They fast. They are seeking the Lord and 10 days later: 
 

Acts 2:1-6, 12, 14-17 
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven 



and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what 
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each 
of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 
 

Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every 
nation under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came 
together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language 
being spoken. 
 

Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this 
mean?” 
 

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raise his voice and addressed the 
crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain 
this to you; listen carefully to what I say. These people are not drunk, as 
you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! No, this is what was spoken 
by the prophet Joel: 
 

“’In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all 
people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young 
men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.’” 

 
He goes on to preach one of the greatest messages that the world has ever heard. 
Now it was a very direct and confrontative message where Peter essentially says, 
“You killed Jesus! You killed the Messiah! You killed the Lord. And yet, that was all 
part of God’s plan. And it is through this Jesus whom God has raised from the 
grave that we can all have life and forgiveness and salvation.” 
 
Here we pick up the story again in verse 40: 
 

Acts 2:40-41 
With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, 
“Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” Those who accepted 
his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to 
their number that day. 

 
Powerful! Amazing! Hopefully, this is one of those passages where you go back to 
again and again to just be amazed at what God does through His people. What 



God does through his Holy Spirit. Do we believe that God could do this in our day, 
in our community, in our church, and churches like ours? Do we actually believe 
that? It is the same Spirit at work here through Peter, through that 120 who were 
gathered in the upper room seeking the Lord, and had the Holy Spirit fall upon 
them. The same Spirit is at work in you, in me, and in this church family in this 
community. Do we believe that God could do this again? 
 
There are so many pieces of this story that we so often miss that display the true 
power of the Spirit. First of all, this was a festival. It was one of three agricultural 
festivals that the people of God gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate together and 
worship the Lord. It was the Feast of Weeks. It was seven weeks removed from 
Passover and it was an opportunity for them to bring the first fruits of their 
harvest. So, when the people of God are gathering to bring their first fruits of the 
harvest in worship of the Lord, God brings the first fruits into the family of God 
through the power of the Spirit and proclamation of the Gospel for the first time 
ever. Isn’t that cool? Isn’t that amazing? 
 
And God did it at such a time that He knew Jews – God-fearing people – from all 
over the known world would be gathering in Jerusalem. So, he allows the people 
of God – this gathered 120 – to speak in languages that they did not know or 
understand. That is a direct reversal of the curse of Babel. Think about it. Let us 
turn to Genesis 11. This is when the people are building the Tower of Babel and 
might not recognize this when reading through it, but this tower that they were 
building was built with bricks instead of stone and they used tar for mortar. Why? 
Because you can fit bricks together a whole lot tighter, and tar is waterproof. They 
were building a tower in direct response to the flood that God had brought where 
He judged the people of the earth as wicked and beyond saving. He saved Noah 
and his family only. So, the people are thinking, “Hey, we can counteract what God 
did to judge us for our former sin. We will build this tower that will be 
impenetrable, and we will be able to save ourselves if He were to send another 
flood.” Yet, God works to confuse them.  
 

Genesis 11:6-9a 
The Lord said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have 
begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for 
them. Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not 
understand each other.” So, the Lord scattered them from there over 



all the earth, and they stopped building the city. That is why it was 
called Babel – because there the Lord confused the language of the 
whole world. 

 
And at Pentecost, God speaks in everyone’s language the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. Everyone heard the Good News in their own language. It is a reversal of the 
curse of Babel. God pours out his Spirit and says, “I want the whole world to know 
that Jesus is the Messiah. He is the Savior. He is the one who has come to set you 
free.” 
 
That is one of the beautiful, powerful things that the Spirit does through His 
people on that first day of Pentecost. But there is another thing that He does. 
Again, that we can so easily miss. 
 
Exodus 32. Again, this account where the people of God turn to this golden calf 
that they fashion while Moses is up on the mountain with God. And unfortunately, 
they decide, “We do not know what has happened to Moses and that God up 
there scares us. So, let us make a God that we can control. Let us worship this 
golden calf. Let us turn from God.” And Aaron joins them in his. I do not know why 
he did that. But he was led astray as well.  
 
Moses comes down and, actually, God wants to wipe them off the face of the 
earth! God says to Moses, “Let me judge them and destroy them and I will start 
over again with you. From you I will bring a great nation.” But Moses pleads with 
God for mercy and grace. So, what we see here is an outpouring of God’s mercy. 
Instead of wiping all of them from the face of the earth, listen to what happens: 
 

Exodus 32:25-28 
Moses saw that the people were running wild and that Aaron had let them 
get out of control and so become a laughing stock to their enemies. So he 
stood at the entrance to the camp and said, “Whoever is for the Lord, come 
to me.” And all the Levites rallied to him. 
 

Then he said to them, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘Each 
man strap a sword to his side. Go back and forth through the camp from one 
end to the other, each killing his brother and friend and neighbor.’” The 



Levites did as Moses commanded, and that day about three thousand of the 
people died. 

 
How many people were added to their number on the Day of Pentecost? Three 
thousand. God judged his people for their waywardness and sin. In his judgment 
he was exceedingly full of grace and mercy that they did not all lose their lives for 
worshiping this idol, this calf, this false god. He was merciful and graceful. Then on 
the Day of Pentecost the Spirit is poured out and the power of God brings about 
three thousand into their number, into the church on that one day. Isn’t that 
amazing? Isn’t that beautiful? Isn’t that wonderful what God is doing here in and 
through His people. 
 
The Spirit is powerful. And the people respond to the outpouring of the Spirit by 
gathering in community to worship the Lord together, to love and encourage one 
another, to take care of each other, and reach to the community with the love, 
grace, and mercy of God. Let us continue on in Acts 2. I am going to invite you to 
stand as I read verses 42-47. 
 

Acts 2:42-47 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at 
the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the 
believers were together and had everything in common. They sold 
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day 
they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke 
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

 

You may be seated. 
 
The people of God respond to the moving of the Spirit of God by saying, “Hey, 
listen. Let us do life together because we have just experienced something of this 
Spirit ministering through us as a community that none of us have ever 
experienced before. And while we all have, individually, the Spirit of God living in 
us, there is something unique, beautiful, and profound about gathering with 
others who are committed to Jesus Christ and serving Him together and loving and 



caring for people in the church and community together.” God works more 
powerfully through the community of gathered believers because the Spirit is 
present in a special way than He does through any one individual believer. 
 
Some of you might say, “What about Billy Graham? Someone like that who 
preaches to hundreds of thousands of people, and tens of thousands come 
forward to receive Christ.” Listen, if Billy Graham were alive and, on the stage, he 
would say to you, “It was not about me. That was about the pastors in these 
communities. The lay leaders in these communities. The people in the churches in 
these communities who would pray for months on end for the Spirit of God to be 
poured out. And it is that group who would gather on those nights when the 
Gospel was presented and would be ready to meet with people after I call them 
forward. They are the ones that the Spirit would work through to pray to receive 
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. They are the ones that would invite them into 
a church family, build relationships with them, and help them become Jesus-
followers. They are the ones through whom the Spirit was poured out. I just got to 
be the one who used my voice to declare the goodness of God. The love and 
forgiveness and salvation of God.”  
 
It is always through the people of God that God pours out his Spirit in the most 
power, in the most incredible displays of drawing people into His eternal family. 
The Spirit of God was poured out on a community of ordinary men and women 
who had committed themselves to Jesus Christ. And He does that today. He wants 
to do that in your little community. Your circle of friends. He wants to do that in 
our church family. He wants to do that in the Gospel-believing, Bible-preaching 
churches in Isanti County. He wants to that through us, to pour out his Spirit and 
draw people unto himself, to see the kinds of things that we read about in Acts 
2:42-47 come to happen in us.  
 
Now when we were gathered for prayer this morning before we came to the 
service, one of our brothers said, “Now, you are not going to get up there and tell 
us all to sell our homes and possessions and give it all away are you?” Here is the 
beautiful thing about what happens in Acts 2:42-47. The people just decide they 
are going to live in community with one another and follow the lead of the Holy 
Spirit and be obedient to Him no matter what He calls us to do. So, I do not know if 
God will call any of you to take some sort of step like that where you are selling 



something that is valuable and precious to you to build up the church, to meet 
needs, to care for people in our community. Many of you have already done that 
as a response of obedience to the Spirit of God in your life! 
 
One of the things that I am really excited about this fall is for the opportunity for 
us to come together in smaller groups. The reality is when we gather in these 
worship services, it is hard to build deeper relationships. It is hard to have an 
opportunity to share with one another in a way that we can like when we are in 
smaller groups. And as I have shared earlier in the service, we do have children’s 
groups, youth groups that break into smaller groups. We have adult groups. We 
have LIFEgroups. Men’s groups. Women’s groups. Bible studies. We have all these 
opportunities. But something that is happening this fall is that we are going to 
have Community groups. Here is one of the things that I am really excited about in 
Community groups. They are primarily going to happen on Sunday morning. We 
might have one or two that come to life on a different night of the week. But on 
Sunday morning, between the two services, there is going to be an opportunity for 
us to come together in deeper relationships.  
 
Here are the needs that I think they are going to meet: 
 

1) We have an incredible reputation as a church family. I have been around long 
enough to hear lots of people say, “First Baptist Church is so welcoming. 
When we first showed up to church, we had several people who came and 
introduced themselves, made us feel at home, answered questions that we 
had. It is such a welcoming church.” And then a significant number of those 
folks six months, a year, two years down the road (and if I had the privilege 
of meeting with them again) would say, “It is such a welcoming church. And it 
is really hard to break into that next level of relationships. There are a lot of 
really tight circles of friends in this church.”  
 

That is a gift! That is a good thing! But sometimes that can create difficulty 
for people to break into those circles of friendships when they are new to 
this church and new to this community. So, I believe Community groups will 
be a place where people will have an opportunity to build those kinds of 
deeper friendships that will enable them to experience the work of God 
through the Holy Spirit in their lives. I am excited about that! That will be a 
wonderful next step for those who are newer to First Baptist. 



2) I also believe that one of the things we have struggled with as a church: if 
you are 50 and above, the vast majority of you are plugged into some other 
gathering of Christ-followers at First Baptist in a smaller setting. The vast 
majority of you have been in one of our adultED classes that have been so 
wonderful over the years. You have been in a LIFEgroup. You are in a Men’s 
study or a Women’s study. And yet, for those 49 and under, not nearly as 
many of them are involved in another setting where they gather with a 
smaller group of believers to seek the Lord together, to experience the 
power of the Spirit in their lives and through that smaller community of 
believers.  
 

I believe Community groups can be a place where those who are in those 
younger generations can find a place to belong. To grow in their relationship 
with Jesus Christ as they grow in their relationship with other people. I am so 
excited about that. 
 

Three of my favorite couples in the world – the Reiters, the Merwins, and the 
Nelsons – are going to come up now and share a little bit with you about their 
excitement about Community groups and how they anticipate God will be working 
in and through them over this next year. 
 

Ryan Nelson: We are excited to share about Community groups today. As 
you have seen a glimpse of, our schedule next fall will be an early service, a 
late service, and then a Community Group hour in between. The Community 
groups will build on the Sunday School model that we had. 
 

Kristin Merwin:  A Community group is a mid-sized group that is focused on 
growing in Christ and engaging in relationships with each other. It combines 
the strong teaching of the Sunday School that we have had for many years 
here at First Baptist with the relational connectedness of our small groups. At 
its core, a Community group is a place to belong. 
 

Joel Reiter: Good morning old people! I have been waiting a year and a half 
to say that again! Donna and I came to this church 28 years ago. The second 
Sunday we were here, we got involved in an adult Sunday School class. We 
have friends now that have lasted for three decades from that class. So, we 
are passionate about the importance of building fellowship. And in spite of 



what any kill-joy theologian you might have read on the screen says, there is 
no conflict between coffee and the Holy Spirit. 
 

Kristin Merwin: I have been attending this church for about 15 years now. 
When Jared was talking about the difficulty in breaking into that next level, 
even after 15 years, sometimes I feel like I do not belong. I do not have a 
place that I fit in when I come on Sunday mornings or to events. In addition, 
this last year our youngest went to college. So, we have moved into this new 
stage of life being mostly empty-nesters. (They come and go.) We would love 
to strengthen our existing relationships and build some new relationships. 
But Covid-19 has made that incredibly difficult this year. It has been a really 
hard year for all of us. So, I am so excited to have this new way to build 
connections and engage with people at church. 
 

Rebecca Nelson: I remember feeling so very disconnected years ago when 
my kids were really little. I really needed other moms to learn from and to 
receive encouragement from. I miss that connection. Each Sunday morning, I 
see lots of people I want to connect with. But there is just not enough time 
before and after services. I also (this is kind of an understatement) love to 
meet new people! And yet I find it hard to connect deeper than just a 
“Hello,” especially with newer people. Community groups will give me time 
and opportunity on Sunday mornings. And these Community groups also will 
have opportunities for fellowship and serving together outside of Sunday 
mornings. 
 

Aaron Merwin: One of the reasons that I am excited about the Community 
groups is there are so many interesting and exciting people that go to church 
here that I do not know and that I am looking for an opportunity to meet. I 
look around at everybody and there are so many amazing people here. In this 
model, I think we are going to get an opportunity to get a chance to know 
some of those on a much deeper basis. I feel that running between Sunday 
school and service, there is just not as much time as we would like to get to 
know those people. 
 

Rebecca Nelson: I want to grow in my relationship with Christ and that 
means I need community. I do not need to do life alone and neither do you. 

 



Ryan Nelson: So, relationships make up half the picture of Community 
groups. The other half is strong teaching. Teaching will continue to be a core 
component of Sunday mornings and Community groups. They are going to be 
a great place to build relationships, and to engage in the Word with others. 
 

Aaron Merwin: Having more of a balance between a social time and teaching 
is going to give us the opportunity to engage in that teaching with other 
people on a smaller group basis. 
 

Kristin Merwin: So, in Community groups, teaching is actually mostly 
controlled by the group. It gives the group more flexibility to focus on the 
things that are important to them. This also means that people with the gift 
of teaching will have more places and opportunities to use that gift without 
having to run and be responsible for an entire Sunday school class. 
 

Ryan Nelson: That is true! One of the great things about Community groups 
is that each group will be led by a team of people. Each with different gifts. 
That will give us an opportunity to explore our gifts and use our gifts, and to 
work with others to build a place where people feel connected and 
encouraged. 
 

Aaron Merwin: I like the idea of shared leadership. It is definitely much less 
daunting to take on a leadership role knowing that we would have a group of 
gifted and talented people to share that work with. 
 

Kristin Merwin: I agree. I love the team leadership aspect of this. No one 
person has to do it all. It means that I am going to have an opportunity to be 
involved doing things that I enjoy and that I am good at. 
 

Ryan Nelson: So, Community groups are all about helping people know, love, 
and become like Jesus. And it will be a great place for us to grow in our faith, 
live a loving lifestyle, and to grow our winsome witness. 
 

Rebecca Nelson: It will also help us fulfill our vision of being family to each 
other as we build relationships and care for each other within the 
Community groups. 
 

Ryan Nelson: I am excited about how Community groups will encourage and 
activate the congregation in ministry through the groups. I am not a great 
person at inviting people to things. That is something that is hard for me. But 



I think I will be really excited about inviting people to be part of a Community 
group. 
 

Joel Reiter: There will be groups for FBC Kids, the Jr. High, the High School, 
and the Generations class will be back, baby! We are deeply committed to 
bringing the Bible to life and we will kick things off in September with a 
continental breakfast. We will be downstairs right below this room, and we 
hope that you will be there! 
 

Rebecca Nelson: We know that there will be at least one additional adult 
group. Maybe up to three more. The identity of those groups still needs to be 
determined. This will be partly based on what interest we see and the 
leaders that God raises up. 
 

Aaron Merwin: We would like you all to plan to build the Community group 
hour into your Sunday morning schedules for the fall. We are going to be 
available after the service to talk to people, to hear your input, and to get 
your thoughts on what these groups can look like because we are still in the 
developmental stages for the other groups. So, we look forward to talking 
with you all and seeing you after the service. We all have buttons on that say, 
“Ask me about Community Groups” so, feel free to ask us. We would love to 
talk about it. Thanks! 

 
Thank you so much. I am so excited, and I hope you just had your interest peaked, 
your curiosity peaked, and that you will be part of a Community group this fall. It 
will be a wonderful way for us to see the Spirit of God poured out on us, in us, 
through us as we gather in these smaller groups to love Him, serve Him, seek Him 
together, to grow in our faith, love, and witness. And as I shared, to serve out of 
these groups in the church and in the community. It is going to be a powerful 
thing. So, plan on joining us. 
 
As was mentioned, we need more to step up and say, “Hey, I have a gift.” If you 
are a follower of Jesus Christ, you have a gift, or more than one. And any of the 
gifts that we have been learning about, that you have had the opportunity to take 
a survey and learn more about gifts that you have, any of them could be useful in 
giving leadership as part of one of these leadership teams to Community groups. 
So, please reach out to any one of those leaders who were up here, or to meet 



with a pastor and say, “Hey, I am interested in seeing how God can use my gifts in 
Community groups this fall.” 
 
As was already shared, we are going to have our Traditional service move to 
8:30am to create space in between those two hours. I am so excited about the 
opportunity to see what God will do with our younger congregation with that 
Community group hour.  
 

Sunday Mornings This Fall 
   8:30am –   9:25am Traditional Worship 
   9:40am – 10:35am Community Group Hour 
 10:45am – 11:40am Contemporary Worship 
 

I know most of you will jump right in and be part of that. But if you have 
relationships with people who are in their 40s, 30s, 20s, invite and encourage 
them to be part of the Community group that you are in or consider the other 
groups that will be launched. That will happen during that middle hour. We will 
have Community groups for children, for adults, and then we will have our 
Contemporary service at 10:45am.  
 
You will notice that I am committing to us doing a very good job on a weekly basis 
of having 55-minute services so that there is enough time to get coffee and donuts 
in between. No. I mean, that is part of it. But it is also so that you will have time to 
go to the restroom or congregate and meet with other people, some of those new 
folks, and say, “Hey, why don’t you come to this group with me.” That is the plan 
for fall. We hope that you are excited about it. I am very excited about it. I think 
God has great things in store for us through these Community groups. 
 

John Stott said, “What we need is not more learning, not more 
eloquence, not more persuasion, not more organization… 

 

All of those things are good things. All of those things are important things. But 
what we need is the church. 
 

…but more power from the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Here is one of the reasons why I believe the Spirit of God moved in such a 
powerful way in the early church as we just read about in Acts 2. It is because that 



community of believers submitted themselves, surrendered themselves to Jesus 
Christ and to the work of the Holy Spirit. And all they had to offer – the people 
who heard that first Gospel message – was God and themselves. That is all they 
had to offer! They had no church building. They had no budget. They had no 
ministries. They had no programs. They had nothing to offer but the presence and 
salvation of the living God, and community with them. And God added to their 
number daily those who were being saved. 
 
Now we have a lot of other wonderful things that God has blessed us with to offer 
to people in this community. To offer to people in this church. And I thank God 
that he has given us all those gifts. But may we have the heart of the early church 
who say, primarily, “Jesus, what we all want to offer people is you, the power and 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit in and through us, and fellowship with us.” We want 
to offer them relationships where they can come in and learn what it looks like 
and what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ. 
 
I want to close with Jesus’ words from Acts 1:8 again. 
 

Acts 1:8 
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” 

 
Let us pray together. 
 

Holy Spirit, we are desperate for you to more. We need you to move in our 
hearts and minds and bodies and lives. We desire to be people who are fully 
committed and surrendered to you. But we need your help to live that way. 
We thank you that you promised to do that work in us as we cry out to do so 
as we give ourselves to you and to your leadership. Holy Spirit, we want to 
see your power poured out through our church family. We want to see 
people grow in their faith in you and come to know Jesus Christ as their Lord 
and Savior. We desire to see this entire community transformed as you pour 
out your Spirit through your church in this community. There are so many 
broken and lost, hurting, dying people all around us, God. And we desire for 
you to bring in the three thousand, and then add to our number daily those 
who are being saved. Lord, you can do that through your church this day. I 



cry out to you for that. Lord, if there is anything in our lives personally, if 
there is anything in us corporately that is standing in the way of you pouring 
out your Spirit in that way, bringing people to yourself in that way, Lord, we 
repent and we ask you to remove any of that from us individually and 
corporately. We want to walk in obedience to you. We want to be able to say 
to one another and to the community around us, “I personally do not have 
much to offer, but my God has everything to offer you. And what I can offer 
you is my friendship, my relationship, my love. What I can offer you is to 
come alongside and for us to learn together, grow together, seek the Lord 
together, become more like Him together, love and serve and care for others 
together as the Spirit leads us and guides us every day.” 
 

God, we pray that you would do that work in us and we ask these things in 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
Again, an open invitation for any of you to find any of us with these buttons on 
and to ask us questions about Community groups if you have them. Or to come 
and say, “Hey, I would like to learn more about being part of a leadership team of 
one of these Community groups.”  
 
May you go in the power of the Holy Spirit of God that lives in you and lives in us. 
The Spirit of God desires to do great things in us and through us as we yield 
ourselves to Him and follow His lead. 
 

God, do that work. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
Have a blessed day. 


