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Good morning! Welcome to First Baptist Church. We are so glad that you are here 
to worship with us. Whether you are here in this room or worshiping online, it is a 
joy to have you being part of the celebration of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
seeking the Lord together and worshiping our heavenly Father. Thank you for 
joining us this morning. I have a few things that I want to share with you and then 
we will start our service in a couple of moments. 
 
The first is to let you know that next Sunday at 5pm we will have our Annual 
meeting. We would love to have you come and be part of that. If you are 
worshiping from home, we will send a link out to all of our members so that you 
can tune in and join us live online for that meeting. Also, there is voting that is 
currently happening related to our budget, our new board members, and some of 
those pieces. If you are a member, you would have received a mailing with that 
ballot. You can send it in or bring it with you next Sunday night. There will also be 
additional ballots that will be here. You can only vote once, but there will be 
additional ballots here if you misplaced yours, or if you would like to just vote 
when you are here. So, we hope that you take part in that as a member of First 
Baptist. 
 
I want to let you know that we have a need to fill a role here at First Baptist. Some 
of you are aware that we have been searching for a Director of Digital Ministry for 
a little while now. I have a little script from the team that has been searching for 
this person. So, if you know someone or you are someone who is skilled in digital 
content creation, communication, website maintenance, graphic design, or other 
areas that would fit in the digital world, we would love to hear from you. Contact 
the church office to inquire about this position, or pass along information to other 
people, and please pray that God would provide the right person to step into this 



role and help us to continue to minister effectively; both to our church family, the 
community, and to whoever else God might lead to our website or YouTube 
channel through this ministry. 
 
I also want to remind you that last Sunday and Thursday, we had a Holy Spirit class 
that began, and we would love to have you be part of that. It meets right after this 
service downstairs in our Fellowship Hall, or you can join online on Thursday 
nights. If you would like to be part of that Thursday night class, you can contact 
Pastor Scott, or the church office and they will get you the link to be part of that 
class. It is a great way to go even deeper in our understanding of the ways the Holy 
Spirit has gifted us and how He wants to use us in His church and in His world. 
 
During this season there are giving boxes (if you are here in person) or you can 
continue to give online through our website’s Give tab. Thank you for being part of 
God’s work in that very important way. 
 
If you are a guest with us, we want to welcome you and thank you for worshiping 
with us. Whether you are here in person or online, we would love to connect with 
you. If you are here now, we would love to connect with you in person. If you are 
online, you can go to our website, firstbaptistcambridge.org, and click on the 
online Connection card, fill that out, submit it, and that will give us a chance to 
welcome you and make sure your questions are answered and we can help you 
grow in your relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 
For many years, we have had the blessed opportunity to partner with the 
Children’s Shelter of Cebu and they have made a video just for First Baptist Church 
because of the significance of this partnership updating you of what God is doing 
in Cebu and how we can continue to pray for them. They have been in a season of 
transition and we are excited that we get to continue to pray for them and partner 
with them in ministry. 
 

CHILDREN’S SHELTER OF CEBU VIDEO 
Hello and greetings to you all! I am so grateful for this opportunity to bring 
greetings on behalf of the Children’s Shelter of Cebu. My name is Kirby Stoll 
and I have the distinct and immense privilege to serve as CSC’s President. For 
the last 40+ years, CSC has been providing a loving and caring home to the 



children of Cebu. And it is through people like Paul and Marlys Healy and 
countless others that this mission and ministry has been able to take place. 
And you have been a great part of that. For decades, First Baptist has been 
there to support CSC through prayer and financial support. 
 

I wish I could be there in person today but let us just say this, I want you to 
know that God has great plans in store for CSC. The future is bright, and I 
look forward to the day when I can tell you more about what God is doing 
and where we feel He is directing us.  
 

Thank you for your continued support and God bless you all. 
 
Marlys Healy, Co-Founder 
Good morning! We are thankful for the opportunity to greet you today, even 
though we cannot be together. Children’s Shelter of Cebu has been caring for 
needy children in the Philippines for 41 years. There are people in this church 
that have been supporting this ministry since the very beginning in 1979. CSC 
has been extremely blessed that many people from this community and your 
church have visited the shelter, including a team of volunteers and four of 
your pastors. There are a number of adoptive families at First Baptist and 
several people have served on our board and helped CSC through various 
ways through the years. 
 
Paul Healy, Co-Founder 
People from this church and community have had a great impact on our 
Filipino workers and families. Through their support of Habitat for Humanity 
and our Happy Homes project spearheaded by Paul and Joel Reasoner, 60 
homes were built. The Covid pandemic has affected CSC in many ways. But 
thanks to the commitment of our workers, and the generosity and 
faithfulness of our donors, we have been able to continue to provide quality 
care that CSC is known for – good food, good medical care, education, love, 
safety, and a chance to know about Jesus Christ. 
 

Joel and Jinkee Reasoner have been a blessing to CSC. They are talented and 
dedicated to the kids that we serve. 
 
Marlys and I will fully retire at the end of April. We look forward to seeing 
you either before then or after then to thank you for your faithfulness to CSC 



and supporting us. I would like to ask the church to continue to support CSC. 
I can assure you that we have a quality team, and the ministry is in good 
hands. We have a good group of Filipino leaders, beautiful facilities and 
programs, and a new Field Director, Roberto Atienza, who leads the ministry 
there. He would like to greet you and thank you himself from his home in 
Cebu. 
 
Roberto Atienza, Field Director 
Hello and greetings from Cebu City. I just want to say first of all how grateful 
and thankful I am to be able to address all of you and say “thank you” from 
the deepest part of my heart and soul for all that you do for the Children’s 
Shelter of Cebu. Thank you for praying for us. Thank you for thinking of us 
and for supporting us for so many years.  
 

It has been 322 days now that the Children’s Shelter of Cebu has been on 
lockdown. We have been on lockdown to mitigate and prevent the spread of 
the Coronavirus which is still pretty rampant here in the Philippines and in 
Cebu City specifically. So, I could go through a bunch of stats and tell you 
how many meals we have served now that we have children and workers 
locked in at CSC, but I think more than that what I want to share with you 
and thank you for are the number of prayers and the number of messages 
that have been sent by folks from your church and folks like you who have 
been praying with us. And please know that we have been praying for you as 
well. 
 

So, again, from the deepest part of my heart, thank you all so much. Thank 
you for allowing the Healys to speak to you today. I pray that you all are 
doing well. We pray it is not long before we can see you again in person. God 
bless.  
 

MESSAGE 
As we dive deeper into this study on the person and work of the Holy Spirit, I trust 
that God will meet us in a powerful way. If you are someone who likes to keep 
track of the “Words of the Day,” in addition to any name of God that I use, you can 
add the word “person” or “personality” or “personhood” because we are going to 
have a crash course on the person of the Holy Spirit. I hope you are ready and 



excited that you have invited the Spirit to speak to you and help you grow in your 
understanding of who He is. 
 
Just a quick review, last Sunday we focused on one central question: Are we 
dependent on ourselves, or are we desperate for and completely dependent on 
the Holy Spirit to move in our lives, to move in this church, in this community, in 
this nation and around the world? Because all good things begin with God and God 
is the primary driver and motivator, the power, the One who is seeking to 
accomplish His will in this world, in our lives, in this church and He does so much of 
that work through the Holy Spirit. 
 
So, we are going to pray these prayers. I am going to invite you to join me in 
prayer right now as we come before the Lord in the Word and seek the Holy Spirit 
through these prayers. 
 

Four Prayers of Desperation 
1. May God’s presence fall on us 
2. May God’s Word cheer, challenge, and convict us 
3. May God’s holiness break through 
4. May God’s family come alive 

 

Holy Spirit may your presence fall on us and on this church. May you teach 
us, encourage us, equip us, and inspire us. May you convict us and correct us. 
May you help us to walk in holiness and obedience to Jesus Christ and to our 
heavenly Father. Lord may your Word come alive to us. May it help us learn 
and grow in this really important area of being your people. May it 
encourage us and equip us to carry your name and Good News everywhere 
we go by the power and leading of the Holy Spirit. 
 

God may your holiness be known to us. May we be in awe of who you are. 
And may your holiness break through and become more true of who we are. 
We know that you have clothed us in the holiness, the righteousness of Jesus 
Christ and we want to live lives that reflect that holiness to the world around 
us. God may your church come alive in a way that boldly declares both in 
word and in action your love for the world, your desire to seek and save the 
lost, your desire to bring your truth to bare on all lives, your desire for justice 
to reign down from heaven. We pray, God, that you do this work in us. We 
ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 



 

I had some wonderful conversations, both in person and via email over the course 
of this past week, with several of our brothers. In fact, I was having a short 
conversation with Dale Berry when they were coming in for their Band of Brothers 
Bible study and he said, “When you are a Baptist church and you study the Holy 
Spirit, people get a little on edge. They are not quite sure how this is going to go, 
and people get a little nervous.” Let me assure you again that this is something 
that God wants us to go deep in. The Word of God will guide us, the Spirit of God 
will reveal himself to us, and there are so many important reasons why we must 
be people of the Spirit who both understand intellectually in a deep way the truths 
of God when it comes to the Holy Spirit, and then live out Spirit-led, Spirit-
empowered lives in this world. We have to be a people who are desiring the Holy 
Spirit for lots and lots of reasons. I am just going to name a few of them right here 
why as we pursue Him, as we desire Him, as we grow in Him, that is a really good, 
important, necessary thing, but can be a challenging thing as well. 
 
First of all, the Spirit is NECESSARY. Without the Spirit of God, creation does not 
happen. Without the Spirit of God at work, the people of God in the Old 
Testament do not grow in their understanding of how to live for the One True God. 
Without the Spirit of God, Jesus does not come in the flesh. Without the Spirit of 
God, the Church is not given birth. Without the Spirit of God, there are no 
Christians. Without the Spirit of God, you and I have no hope of receiving 
forgiveness and salvation and growing in Christ-likeness. The Spirit is necessary. 
 
In fact, Scripture tells us that you and I were chosen to be followers of Jesus, to be 
children of God because we are the weak and foolish things of this world. Be 
encouraged! You are counted among the weak and the foolish. And it is the Spirit 
of God who comes to live in us that produces the life of God through us. In other 
words, God chose you and me because when He works through us, He gets great 
glory because anything good that comes from you or from me surely has at its 
source, at its roots, the work of God in us and through us! 
 
The Spirit is INTANGIBLE. The Spirit, as the Scriptures say, is like a wind that blows 
wherever it pleases. We think of God the Father and we have that father imagery. 
That makes the father somewhat at least tangible to us. We think of the Son, 
Jesus, who came in the flesh. And Jesus is tangible to us.  
 



We think of the Spirit – interestingly enough, God the Father is Spirit – but we 
think of the Spirit and many of us think of the King James version. What is the 
Spirit called in the King James version? The Holy Ghost. Doesn’t that set us back a 
little? What do we do? This is kind of ghost, and this is a Holy Ghost, and this is 
God. So, the intangible aspect of the Spirit is something that, again, maybe makes 
us a little uncomfortable and uncertain when we come to this study. 
 
The Spirit is also INEXHUASTIBLE. The Spirit is infinite as the Word tells us. And 
therefore, the Spirit is someone we can never (this side of heaven at least) grow to 
full understanding of who the Spirit is, of what the Spirit is about, of what the 
Spirit wants to do in us and through us. So, again, that can feel overwhelming.  
 
Yet the Spirit is also KNOWABLE. The Spirit of God does want us to know Him, 
grow in our understanding of who He is, of His role in our lives and the work He 
wants to do in us and through us. So, that gives us great encouragement and hope. 
So much of what the Spirit wants us to know about we can know directly from the 
Word of God. 
 
The Spirit is also PERSONAL. As we have talked about before, right now God the 
Father is Spirit, is omnipresent. God the Father is in heaven. He is seated on the 
throne. The Lord Jesus is at the righthand of the Father. But through the Spirit of 
God, sent from the Father and from the Son, God the Father and God the Son are 
present here right now through the Spirit. And they live in us by their Spirit. So, we 
have an amazing opportunity to know the Spirit who lives in us. That is true 
personally, and that is true as a church family. The Spirit of God lives in us, dwells 
in us.  
 
And the Spirit is EXPERIENTIAL. There is no way you can read the book of Acts and 
the rest of the New Testament letters and not capture this truth that the Spirit is 
experiential. The Spirit is living inside of us and wants to move in us, wants to 
nudge us, prompt us, speak to us, call us, and help us as we grow in our 
understanding of how to live for Jesus in this world. And yet, this is where so much 
of the controversy comes in because there have been a lot of things over the past 
2000 years of church history that have been claimed as “moves of the Spirit.” 
There are things going on in this state, nation, and world that are claimed as 
movements of the Spirit. Sometimes we look at those things and say, “That is 



amazing! Clearly God is at work in a powerful way.” And other times we look and 
say, “That does not seem to align with what the Scripture teaches us about the 
Spirit and what the Spirit is wanting to do in our midst.” So, having a better 
understanding of how the Spirit wants to live through us can help us discern 
moves of the Spirit that are from God and moves of the Spirit that have gone off 
the rails and are leading people astray. 
 
Now, let me pause right here to say that over the course of the next 20 or so 
minutes, I am going to fly through some truths and the Scriptures that back them 
up about the Holy Spirit. So, if you are one who likes to keep good notes, you may 
want to this morning just listen to one or two things that God is saying to you 
through his Word, through his Holy Spirit. And if you would like, I would be more 
than happy to send you a PDF of this entire presentation, so you do not have to 
worry about catching all of this. Okay? So, be engaged. Listen. We are going to dive 
in deeper into the person of the Holy Spirit. 
 
One of the things that makes this confusing is that the word “spirit” is found all 
throughout the Bible. But often refers to things other than the Holy Spirit.  
 

• There is a natural use of this word which often means “wind” in Scripture. 

• There is a spirit-being use, meaning we read about evil spirits or we read 
about angels and they are spirit-beings. 

• There is a human life use. The spirit is used to talk about our breathing or 
“our spirit.” We have a spirit as human beings. We are also spirit beings who 
are embodied spirit beings. 

• There is a human attitude. We have a “spirit of love” or a “spirit of 
thanksgiving” or a “spirit of forgiveness.” Those kinds of ideas. 

• There is a divine use. What does it mean when the Scriptures talk about the 
“Spirit of God” (that is a phrase that is most often used in the Old Testament) 
or the “Holy Spirit” (most often used in the New Testament)? 

 

First and foremost, the Spirit is not a power or a force. This is not Star Wars. This is 
not something that kind of lives in us and gives us special powers in this world, but 
the Spirit is a person. 
 
 
 



Luke 4:4 
Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him 
spread through the whole countryside. 

 

If you were to insert “power” or “force” in there for “Spirit,” it would say Jesus 
returned to Galilee in the power of the power, or the power of the force. It is not 
the power of the power here, it is the power of the Spirit. The power of a person. 
 

Acts 10:37-38 
You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee 
after the baptism that John preached – how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around 
doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, 
because God was with him. 

 

So, the Spirit is not a power or force. The Spirit is also not a feeling. In this day, in 
our culture, where feelings have been elevated above virtually all things – feelings 
are above truth and how you feel defines truth for you according to our culture – 
that is not true at all according to the Word of God. It is important to help people 
understand that the Spirit is not a feeling. The Spirit is a person.  
 

John 14:26 
But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have 
said to you. 

 

Feelings cannot teach. Feelings cannot remind. Feelings cannot do what many of 
these passages of Scripture that we will look at in a moment say the Spirit of God 
does. So, the Spirit is not a power. The Spirit is not a feeling. The Spirit is a person. 
 

Acts 13:2 
While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, 
“Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called 
them.” 

 

The Holy Spirit spoke to the people of God. The person of the Spirit was present in 
power and said, “Set apart from me Barnabas and Saul….”  
 
Let us unpack this a little further. 



1. He has personal characteristics like intelligence, a will, and emotions. Again, 
passages that back up these truths that I am claiming about the Spirit. 
 

John 14:26 
But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of 
everything that I have said to you. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:11 
All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives 
them to each one, just as he determines. 
 

Ephesians 4:30 
And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were 
sealed for the day of redemption. 

 
2. The Spirit has personal affections and can be lied to, grieved, quenched, 

resisted, and blasphemed. 
 

Acts 5:3-4 
Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your 
heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for 
yourself some of the money you received for the land? Didn’t it 
belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the 
money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a 
thing? You have not lied to men but to God.” 
 

Isaiah 63:10 
Yet they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit. So he turned and 
became their enemy and he himself fought against them. 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:19 
Do not put out the Spirit’s fire… 
 

Acts 7:51 
“You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You 
are just like your fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit!” 
 
 
 



Matthew 12:31 
“And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, 
but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.” 

 
So, the Spirit is a person because the Spirit possesses personal 
characteristics, has personal affections, and also has a very personal ministry. 
 

3. The Spirit has personal ministry. He leads us, witnesses to us, helps us, 
empowers us, equips us, and on and on. John 14 and 16, and Romans 8 are 
the primary places where we see the longest, fullest teaching on the Spirit of 
God. There are lots of other passages, and we have been hitting on a lot 
already, but these are some of the key, critical passages for us as a church. 
We will spend a lot of time in these over the course of the next couple of 
months. 
 

Romans 8:14-17 
Those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 
The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live 
in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your 
adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit 
himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if 
we are children, then we are heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs 
with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we 
may also share in his glory. 

 

What an amazing ministry of the Spirit of God! Confirming in you and me 
that we are sons and daughters of the Most High God. That we belong to 
Him. That we can never be taken from Him. What a powerful ministry He has 
in us and for us. 
 

Romans 8:26 
In the same way the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not 
know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes 
for us with groans that words cannot express. 

 

Now, we could literally spend Sunday after Sunday going much deeper into the 
person of the Holy Spirit. Into his personhood and why we would call him a full 
member of the Godhead who reveals himself in Scripture and in person. But we 



need to move on as we continue to discover the person of the Holy Spirit to talk 
about his deity. There have been a lot of Christians over the years who have 
questioned or come up with ideas that would say the Spirit is not fully God, or the 
Spirit is actually an angel, or the Spirit is a lot of other things other than fully God 
and part of the triune Godhead. 

 
Let us be reminded of some of these foundational truths of the doctrine of the 
trinity. First and foremost, this is going to be very, very fast. Again, we could spend 
a lot of Sundays on this. But there are three foundational truths of the doctrine of 
the trinity: 

 

1. God is 3 distinct Persons: Father, Son/Jesus, and Holy Spirit. 
2. Each Person is fully God. 
3. There is One God. 

 

So, three distinct Persons all fully God and all three One God. The doctrine of the 
trinity. You know, there is that old saying, “If you try to understand it, or explain it, 
you lose your mind. If you try to deny it, you lose your salvation.” There is this 
important doctrine that is so hard for us to wrap our minds around and yet 
Scripture clearly speaks to our God being a triune God and the Holy Spirit being 
one member of the Godhead. 
 
Listen to what John Feinberg wrote: 
 

“As to the Holy Spirit, if he is not fully God, the implications for salvation 
are again serious. Scripture teaches that the Holy Spirit regenerates 
believers and indwells and fills them, but if the Holy Spirit is a lesser God 
or not God at all, how can we be sure that he can do any of these things? 
Moreover, unless he is coequal in being and purpose with the Father and 
the Son, what guarantees that even if he tried to do such things, the 
Father and the Son would recognize his actions as appropriate and relate 
to us accordingly?” 

 

The Holy Spirit is fully God with the Father and Son. What I said last Sunday. You 
know, I had very provocative title, “Better Than Jesus?” Is the Holy Spirit better 
than Jesus? The Holy Spirit is equal with Jesus. The Holy Spirit is equal with God. I 
was just pointing out that Jesus made the comment to his disciples, “It is good for 
you that I physically leave you. That I go to my Father in heaven so that we can 



send the Holy Spirit who will live in you.” No longer will it be God beside you – 
which is wonderful and crucial and important. Jesus had a unique role in the 
Godhead. He had to give His life and rise again so that we can receive forgiveness 
of sins. That is something that the Spirit could not do. That is something that the 
Father could not do. The Son did that. And He then sends his Spirit to live in the 
church. 
 
How do we know that the Spirit is God? 
 

1. The Holy Spirit is equated with God 
Going back to Acts 5:3-4 passage, it talks about how Ananias and his wife, 
“lied to the Holy Spirit…and not lied to men but to God.” The Holy Spirit and 
God are equated there. Also, the temple of God is called the temple of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

1 Corinthians 3:16 
Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that 
God’s Spirit lives in you? 

 

This is true of you personally, and it is true of us corporately, that we are the 
temple of God and that the Holy Spirit comes to live in us. There is no longer 
a tent of meeting where we have to go to be in God’s presence to seek Him, 
to pray to Him, to worship Him. God came to dwell in us as his disciples, as 
his children. And He came to dwell in us as his body of believers, as his 
church. 
 

2. The Holy Spirit is identified with God 
Think of Jesus and some of his last words to his disciples. 
 

Matthew 28:19-20a 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
 

2 Corinthians 13:14 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 



So, in both of these texts, by Jesus and by Paul, it is Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit who are all brought together and equated with one another.  
 

3. The Holy Spirit is linked with God 
There are some texts in the New Testament that refer back to texts in the 
Old Testament. In the Old Testament text, it talks about the Lord or God, and 
in the New Testament text it talks about the Spirit being the one being who is 
referred to as Lord or God in that Old Testament text. 
 

Exodus 17:17 
And he called the place Massah and Meribah because the 
Israelites quarreled and because they tested the Lord saying, “Is 
the Lord among us or not?” 
 

Hebrews 3:7-9 
So, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not 
harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion, during the time of 
testing in the desert, where your fathers tested and tried me and 
for forty years saw what I did.” 

 

Do you see what the Holy Spirit is doing here? In the Old Testament they 
tested and tried the Lord. They tested and tried God. Here, they tested and 
tried me (the Holy Spirit says). 
 

Isaiah 6:8-8 
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? 
And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” He 
said, “Go and tell this people: ‘Be ever hearing, but never 
understanding; be ever seeing, but never perceiving.’” 

 

It is the voice of the Lord saying this in Isaiah. 
 

Acts 28:25-26 
They disagreed among themselves and began to leave after Paul 
had made this final statement: “The Holy Spirit spoke the truth to 
your forefathers when he said through Isaiah the prophet: ‘Go to 
this people and say, “You will be ever hearing but never 
understanding; you will be ever seeing, but never perceiving.’” 

 



So, the Holy Spirit is God. He is equated with God. He is identified with God. 
He is linked with God. And, 
 

4. The Holy Spirit has the traits of God 
Scripture clearly tells us that the Spirit is omnipresent, omniscient, 
omnipotent, and eternal. Again, some passages that speak directly to those 
truths are: 
 

Psalm 139:7 
Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your 
presence? 
 

1 Corinthians 2:10-11 
The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. For 
who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man’s 
spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of 
God except the Spirit of God. 
 

Luke 1:35 
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to 
be born will be called the Son of God. 
 

Hebrews 9:14 
How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanses our 
consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve 
the living God! 
 

5. The Holy Spirit does the works of God 
That is all throughout Scripture. You will see this in the Old Testament and in 
the New Testament. Let us just talk about a handful of them. 
 

• He brings God’s salvation 

• He inspires God’s Word 

• He produces God’s fruit in our lives (the fruit of righteousness) 

• He distributes God’s gifts 
 

One of the passages that backs up these claims about the Holy Spirit: 
 



Titus 3:4-5 
But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he 
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but 
because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth 
and renewal by the Holy Spirit… 

 

The Holy Spirit is central in this saving process in our lives. We are not saved 
apart from the work of the Holy Spirit. 
 

2 Timothy 3:16 
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness. 

 

It is one of the reasons why we at First Baptist say, “You have got to be a 
person of the Word! You have got to spend time in the Word every day.” I 
know that maybe sounds a little too directive for us in this day and age, but 
as your pastor I am telling you that you have got to be someone who spends 
time in the Word every day because the Word of God has been inspired by 
the Spirit of God, and the Spirit of God wants to speak to you through the 
Word of God, draw you closer to Jesus, and transform you into His image. 
You have got to be someone who is in the Word. That is why we have a Bible 
Reading and Prayer Plan, and we would love to have you join us daily in 
reading God’s Word and seeking Him in prayer. 
 

Galatians 5:22-23 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
Against such things there is no law. 

 

The Spirit produces this in us. I do not want to call anyone out or have people 
raise their hands and be embarrassed or anything like that, but I think most 
of us are well aware that when we are not walking in submission to and 
surrender to the Holy Spirit, we are not very loving and kind, patient and 
good. Most of these things do not naturally flow out of us.  
 
Now as we are formed more into the image of Jesus Christ, they do flow 
from us more naturally by the power of the Holy Spirit. It is still God doing 
that in us and through us, yet they do flow more naturally out of us. Our 



hearts are purified. Our motives are purified. And yet this is a work of God in 
us to produce this fruit in us. It is the Spirit at work in us. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:7-10 
Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the 
common good. To one there is given through the Spirit a message 
of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the 
same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 
healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to 
another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to 
another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another 
the interpretation of tongues. 

 

So, God gives you gifts. Through his Spirit, he gives you gifts so that his church can 
be built up, so that his Word can go forth, so that his Good News is spread near 
and far. God gifts to every single one of you so that God can be glorified. So that 
people can worship God and be drawn into an eternal relationship with God. And 
over the course of the next couple of months, we are going to spend a lot of time 
celebrating and talking about (and that is what the class that is happening right 
after the service is primarily designed to help us understand, “How has God gifted 
us?” 

 
Starting next Sunday, we are going to have a Spirit Gifts inventory that we are 
going to make available to all of you to do. Now, many of you have done these in 
the past. That is fantastic! Many of you are already well aware of how God has 
gifted you. Our hope and prayer as a church family is that as you discover how God 
has gifted you, you are serving in areas of giftedness. 
 
One of the critiques of the church – and this is a good critique – we can be guilty of 
operating in a way where we have a bunch of needs, a bunch of roles to fill, a 
bunch of holes to fill, and we look for a willing warm body to plug into those areas 
of need. “You have a pulse, why don’t you serve in our Jr. High Ministry?” or “You 
seem to be someone who can manage staying on your two feet for an hour, how 
about you work in this area or that area?” But that leads to frustration and 
burnout and all kinds of problems.  

 



There are times where God calls us to make some significant sacrifices to serve in 
an area momentarily or for an extended period of time where we are not 
necessarily gifted and called. But it is just because it is for the good of the church 
family. We want to love and serve our church family. But ideally, the vast majority 
of the time, we are all serving in areas of giftedness within the body and within the 
community. When you do that, your life lights up! You feel joy! You cannot wait to 
go and serve in that way again. Whether that is through your own personal 
ministry that God has called you to…. There is a lady about half way back in this 
section who likes to bring our family bars and cookies and goodies. Bless the Lord 
that she has been called to exercise that gift with our family in particular! I am so 
thankful for that. God has given you gifts, and He wants to bless you.  
 
Starting next Sunday, we are going to have an inventory available for you. You can 
do it online – that is kind of the best way to do it because results are immediate. 
You can do it in a written form – you have to score it yourself and then you can 
choose whether to report those results to us or not. We will get into that more 
next week, but I am so excited for you to discover in a deeper way, or have 
confirmed within you, the way that God has gifted you to bless and serve his 
church family. To bless and serve Him. To bless and serve those in our community. 
 
We could get into and spend a lot more time on the personhood of the Holy Spirit, 
and on the deity of the Holy Spirit. I have not yet even touched on the Holy Spirit’s 
authority. Obviously as God, the Spirit is fully authoritative in our lives, in our 
world, in the Kingdom of God, in the cosmos. The Holy Spirit has total authority 
alongside the Father and the Son.  

 
And I would love to get into (and a little bit farther down the road we will come 
back to some of these things and explore them a little bit more fully) the Holy 
Spirit’s submission role within the trinity. The Holy Spirit, who is fully God, has all 
of the rights and privileges and freedoms and powers of God Almighty. The Holy 
Spirit is an incredible example to you and me in that the Holy Spirit loves serving 
the Father. The Holy Spirit loves serving the Son. The Holy Spirit loves bringing 
honor and glory to the Father and to the Son. And the Holy Spirit is constantly in 
your life and my life. The things that the Spirit is whispering to us always and 
wanting to grow in us always is, “Love the Father more. Love Jesus the Son more. 
Embrace who they are. Live under their effective, perfect, loving rule and reign in 



your life. Let me help you do that. Let me help you tell of the Good News of God 
through my leading and my directing in your life.” 
 
When God began the church, when Jesus ascended into heaven, He said to his 
disciples (I am paraphrasing here, but I think essentially what he was saying was), 
“Gentlemen, if you try to go out and do this work on your own, if you try to 
accomplish the mission that I am launching you out on your own, you will fail 
miserably. And yet go and wait. Pray and wait on me. My Father and I will send our 
Holy Spirit. And when the Holy Spirit comes to live in you, personally and 
corporately, the whole world will be changed as you go out and live for me.” That 
is what the Spirit offers to us. 
 
So, now we have had a crash course on the personhood of the Holy Spirit. In the 
weeks ahead, we will talk more and more in depth about the work of the Holy 
Spirit in our midst. 
 
Let us pray together. 
 

Holy Spirit, we recognize that you are here in this place. We thank you that 
you live in this church body and that you live in our lives personally. Do your 
work in us as we continue to come to you each week in the Word of God 
seeking to grow in our understanding of who you are and what you want to 
do in us.  
 

We thank you, Holy Spirit, that you constantly point us to the Father and the 
Son. You do not really want all this attention necessarily on you. You want us 
to know more about you because there is good work that you want to do in 
helping us to become more like Jesus as we walk in obedience to Him, 
worship Him, and bring his Good News to people who desperately need to 
hear it.  
 

We thank you that you point us to the Father who loves us so much that he 
sent you to live inside of us. So, Spirit, we yield ourselves to you. We want to 
be the Spirit-led, empowered, and fed people of God ready and willing to 
respond to your nudges, promptings, direction, and work of refining us and 
transforming us each day. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 



I know that was a lot! I do not expect that you were able to process most of that. 
Hopefully, for a lot of you, that was some really good review on the person of the 
Holy Spirit. Again, if you are interested…in fact, I am going to send out an all-
church email tomorrow that has that PowerPoint in PDF form. That way you can 
just have it and you can refer back to it. It is important for us to live as the Spirit 
calls us to live. That is what I have been praying over you for weeks coming into 
this series and will continue to do for the months ahead that you personally 
respond to the Spirits move in your life and that you would be part of the work 
that the Spirit wants to do in and through this church family here and all over the 
world. 
 

God, bless your children by your Spirit as we seek to live for you, honor you, 
glorify you, and worship you. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Be blessed and go in Jesus’ name. 


