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Good morning! We are so glad that you are here to worship with us. Whether you 
are here in person or online, it is a joy to have you with us. Our service will begin in 
a few moments, but I do have a few announcements that I want to share with you 
as we prepare for worship together. 
 
The first is to let you know that our Annual meeting will be tonight at 5pm in this 
room, and it will be live streamed for those of you who are worshiping at home if 
you prefer to join us that way. The link to that live stream will be sent out about 15 
minutes before that begins. So, around 4:45pm we will send that out and we 
would love to have you join us. You do not have to be a member here to do that. 
Anyone can join us for that live stream or for the in-person Annual meeting. If you 
would like an Annual meeting booklet in advance of the meeting, they will be 
available outside the front doors in a bin. Feel free to grab one at your 
convenience. We would love to celebrate together what God has done in our 
midst and what He is going to do in the year ahead. 
 
I also want to remind you that this morning in the message we are going to be 
talking about the spiritual gifts that the Holy Spirit has entrusted to each one of us 
who have placed their faith in Jesus Christ. The class that we are offering for adults 
right now downstairs immediately following the service, and on Thursday nights 
via Zoom, is focused on the Holy Spirit and spiritual gifts. So, if this morning piques 
your interest and gets you going in a desire to know more about how you can use 
the gifts that God has given you to serve Him, to serve His church, to bless other 
people, to be blessed as you serve, that class would be a great thing for you to be 
a part of. Contact Pastor Scott or the main office if you would like to join the 
Thursday Zoom class. If you are here in person, you can join us downstairs 
immediately following the service. 



I do have an announcement for the Class of 2021. We have an exciting opportunity 
for them in the month of May. Each spring we hold a seniors-only Bible study (not 
senior adults, but seniors in high school). Any student in the Senior class is invited 
to attend. We will spend each week talking about topics that are practical for them 
as they enter adulthood – whether they are entering college, or the work force, or 
doing something else post high school – such as time management, relationships, 
money, finances, drinking and party culture that you will find on many campuses, 
and a few other topics, and how the Bible can teach and prepare students to 
follow Jesus even in the midst of these changes in this next big step. So, the Bible 
study is going to happen on Wednesday nights in May. If you know a senior in high 
school that you would want to encourage to be part of that, we would love to have 
them come on Wednesday nights. It is a very special time to gather together as 
seniors with the Youth staff. 
 
Just a reminder that giving during this season can be done through the giving 
boxes if you are here in person. If you are worshiping online, you can give through 
our website through that Give tab. Thank you for your continued faithful and 
generous support of the ministry that God is doing through this church in this 
community and around the world through our missionary partners. 
 
If you are a guest with us this morning, we want to extend a special welcome to 
you and thank you for worshiping with us. We love it when guests feel like they are 
part of the family. So, following the service, we would love to connect with you.  
If you are here in person, we would love to connect with you at our Welcome 
Center. If you are worshiping online, there is an online Connection card on our 
homepage of our website that we would love to have you fill out. That will give us 
an opportunity to reach out to you, thank you for coming, and answer any 
questions you might have and help you understand how you can be part of what 
God is doing here at First Baptist Church. 
 
Will you join me in prayer as we begin our time of worship together? 
 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the opportunity to gather together as 
your people to worship you and glorify you. Holy Spirit, we thank you that 
you are here in this place – both filling this room and filling the lives of each 
person who has placed their faith in Jesus Christ. And Jesus, we are here to 
glorify you and lift your name on high. You are the King of kings and Lord of 



lords, and we are committed to worship you. We pray Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, that you would be glorified in your people today. Meet us in this time 
and use all that we offer to you for your honor and glory to build your 
kingdom. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
If you are someone who likes to keep track of the “Words of the Day,” in addition 
to any name of God I use, you can add the word “gift” or “gifts” because this 
morning we are talking about the gifts that the Holy Spirit brings into our lives and 
the ways that He wants to minister through us in the lives of other people through 
those areas of giftedness. I am excited that we get to dive into that deeper 
together. We have some very practical steps we are going to ask each one of you 
to take at the close of this service, over the course of the next several days or next 
couple of weeks. 
 
Last Sunday we did a crash course on the person of the Holy Spirit. I sprinted 
through about 57 slides worth of Scripture passages. The good news is that now all 
of these are posted online. You can go to our Facebook page or YouTube channel 
and you can listen again, you can watch again. I did send it out via PowerPoint. I 
was not able to convert it to a PDF size small enough to send it out through our 
email system. So, if you do not have PowerPoint, I apologize for that. But the good 
news is the Scriptures are there. We are going to keep hitting on this person of the 
Holy Spirit in the weeks ahead here and there. So, listen for that as we now shift 
most of our attention to the work of the Holy Spirit. This Sunday we will be talking 
about the work of the gifts that the Spirit brings into our lives. 
 
Join me in prayer. 
 

Heavenly Father and Lord Jesus, we thank you that you have sent the Holy 
Spirit to live in us personally and to live in us corporately as your body of 
children. Holy Spirit, we yield this time to you. We give you our hearts, our 
minds, this space, the right to bring your work to bear on any area of our life 
that needs to be changed. We want to learn and grow and become more like 
Christ. We know that happens through you, Holy Spirit. So, we pray that you 
would meet us and teach us, shape us, and mold us in a powerful way as we 
seek you and the Word together. We pray this in your holy name. Amen. 

 



I have a great question for you that comes from J. D. Greear in a book that he 
wrote on the Holy Spirit that I have been reading. The question is this: 
 

“Is Christianity more a set of beliefs to which you adhere and a lifestyle to 
which you conform, or is it a dynamic relationship in which you walk with the 
Spirit and move in his power?” 

 

Think about that. Just reflect on your own life. It should be all three, right? It 
should be all three. Yet some Christians are much better at, more concerned 
about, and much more focused on the first one or two. And some are better and 
more concerned about and focused on the last one. We as the people of God here 
at First Baptist want to be committed to and living out all three of those ideals. 
Yes, the Christian life is about a set of beliefs that we adhere to. Doctrine is so 
important. Especially in this day and age. It is so important that we cling to sound, 
correct doctrine. It is also really important that we live a lifestyle which reflects the 
priorities and values of our God, our Savior, our Lord. And it is really important 
that we walk with the Spirit on a day-to-day basis. That we are filled by, led by, 
prompted by, nudged by, empowered by, blessed by, and used by the Spirit each 
and every day. May we be people who, again, worship the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, not the Father, Son, and Holy Bible. 
 
Greear goes on a little bit after that question to say, 
 

“Jesus birthed the Christian movement by sending his Spirit like a mighty, 
rushing wind into his disciples. The place where they met shook with God’s 
power, and as a result they turned the world upside down. The first church 
was not primarily a study group, a self-discovery seminar, or a building 
program. It was a mighty movement of the Spirit that propelled Jesus’ 
followers into the whole world, preaching the gospel. Acts is the story of 
disciples following that Spirit, being filled by that Spirit – trying to keep up, 
but feeling like a kite in a hurricane. Does that metaphor characterize your 
church? Does it characterize you?” 

 

As we move into speaking about the works of the Spirit, I want to continue to draw 
us back to this reality of we can have good head knowledge of all of these things, 
we can have sound doctrine, we can desire to live by God’s will, and live in 
obedience to Jesus Christ, but all of those things are only possible through a 
mighty move of the Spirit in your life and in mine. We need to grow as a body of 



believers, and each of us individually grow as people who are moved by the Spirit, 
empowered by the Spirit, and unleashed by the Spirit. This year in our Vision 
journey is about Uniting as family to enjoy and unleash God’s mercy and hope. Not 
one part of that is possible apart from the power of the Spirit flowing in us and 
through us. We will not be united apart from the Spirit of God working in us. We 
will not be family to one another and family to those in our community who need 
family apart from the Spirit doing that work through us. We will not have the 
opportunity to enjoy God’s mercy and hope apart from the Spirit bringing God’s 
mercy and hope to bear on our lives. We certainly cannot unleash God’s mercy 
and hope apart from the Spirit at work through you and through me. 
 
As we look at one specific aspect of the work of the Spirit, I want to remind you 
that his is an aspect of the broader work of the Spirit. There are a couple of main 
goals of the Spirit and His work in your life and in my life and in his body, the 
church. This is a quote from Sinclair Ferguson: 
 

“The central role of the Spirit is to reveal Christ and to unite us to him and to 
all those who participate in his body. Just as the indwelling of Christ and the 
indwelling of the Spirit are two aspects of one and the same reality in the 
New Testament, so to sustain us ‘in Christ’ is the heart and soul of the Spirit’s 
ministry.” 

 

The Spirit wants to unite us with Christ. Unite us with one another. He wants to 
reveal Christ to us. The Spirit is crazy about Jesus! And the Spirit of God wants us 
to be crazy about Jesus – to know Him more, to love Him more, to grow in Him 
each and every day, to be united in His name, and walk with Jesus in obedience 
and love each day. 
 
J.I. Packer said something similar: 
 

“The distinctive, constant, basic ministry of the Holy Spirit under the new 
covenant is so to mediate Christ’s presence to believers – this is, to give them 
such knowledge of his presence with them as their Savior, Lord, and God.” 

 

The Spirit within us brings the presence of Jesus to us each moment of each day. 
How many of us need more of Jesus’ presence in our lives? Amen! We all do! We 
all need more Jesus. He is the Savior, the Lord, the Maker of Heaven and Earth, the 



Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. He is everything that we need, and the 
Spirit brings Christ’s presence into our lives. 
 
Duane Tweeten, when he taught a class on the Holy Spirit about a year and a half 
ago summarized these major works of the Spirit that are, again, part of that central 
work of bringing Christ’s presence to us, uniting us with Him, uniting us with one 
another, and helping us live for Jesus. (These are some of the specific works that 
we will talk about in the weeks ahead that the Spirit does.) He summarized them in 
this way: 
 

“The Holy Spirit applies the work of Christ in the life of the believer through 
the gospel from the beginning until the end.” 

 

- Regeneration by the Spirit in the life of every believer 
- Adoption by the Spirit into God’s family 
- Sanctification by the Spirit – we grow in Christ’s likeness 
- Fruit of the Spirit – which is the character of Christ on display in our lives 
- Indwelling with the Spirit 
- Filling with the Spirit 
- Persevering by the Spirit 

 

These are all works that the Spirit wants to do in your life and in mine. Then Duane 
went on and he summarized the work within the church. 
 

“The Holy Spirit unites the church and gifts believers for the building up of 
the body of Christ, so that we might experience the presence of God.” 

 

- Unity in the Spirit 
- Gifts of the Spirit 
- The presence of God 

 

That is a primer for some of the pieces that we will be covering over the course of 
the next month and a half to two months about the works of the Spirit, but this 
morning we are going to focus in on the gifts of the Spirit that God brings into your 
life and mine, and the purpose behind those gifts. 
 
Open your Bibles to 1 Corinthians 12. I will begin in verse 4 and read through verse 
11 and invite you to stand as I read this main text for the morning. 
 
 



1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 
5 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are 
different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the 
same God at work. 7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is 
given for the common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit a 
message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of 
the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 
healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another 
prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another 
speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the 
interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and the same 
Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines. 

 

You may be seated. This passage, combined with several other passages in the 
New Testament gives us a fuller picture of the gifts the Spirit brings into your life 
and mine as we place our faith in Jesus Christ. Some of those other biblical texts 
that I would encourage you to read in the weeks ahead and study in the weeks 
ahead come from Romans 12,  1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4, 1 Peter 4. These are 
some of the primary texts that list out some of the gifts – not all of them are 
complete in and of themselves. None of them list out all of the gifts of the Spirit. 
But as you read and study each one you will get different lists and some of them, 
obviously, will overlap. But all of them are important to help in our understanding 
what it means to be the people gifted by the Spirit of God. 
 
Paul actually begins that chapter in the letter to the Corinthians believers in verse 
1 by writing this: 
 

1 Corinthians 12:1 
Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you 
to be uniformed. 

 

That is why we are taking time to do this. 
 
I had a conversation with one of our brothers this past week. His question to me 
(which is a valid, important question), was, “Now I know we did something along 
these lines not too long ago. So, why are we doing it again? Why are we taking 
time to look at the gifts of the Spirit again?” I did remind him that that last time we 



did this was under Pastor Bob’s leadership. That was probably 7-8 years ago as I 
have been in this role for 6 years now. So, it has been a little while. There are 
people in our church family who were not here 7-8 years ago. There are people in 
our church family who have not had the opportunity yet to study the gifts of the 
Spirit with one another so, it is important that we are not uninformed.  
 
For me, every time I go and do a study on the gifts of the Spirit, I learn something 
new. God encourages me in some way, blesses me in some way, builds me up in 
some way that I had not experienced before. Hopefully, you are excited about and 
eager to learn more. And for many of you who have been through gifts classes or 
sermons, or you have done your own study on the gifts and have a pretty good 
understanding of what your Spirit gifts are, hopefully this is just an encouragement 
and blessing. And it is an opportunity for me as your Pastor to say, “Keep serving 
the Lord in your areas of giftedness.” because the church is built up and people are 
blessed. The community is transformed as we serve out of our giftedness. For 
some of us, this might be a brand-new thing that we are learning. But we do not 
want any of you to be uninformed about the gifts of the Spirit. 
 
The next number of slides are from a ministry that we are partnering with called 
“Church Growth.” The inventory, the survey that I will be telling you more about 
later on comes from them. They have done some great work and writing on the 
gifts of the Spirit. We have permission to use their slides because we are a church 
partnering with them. 
 
Here are the top 8 reasons (the first 7 are theirs, the last one is mine) to know your 
spiritual gift: 
 

Knowing your spiritual gift… 
 

1. …helps you understand the will of God. 
How can I say that? Well, the will of God is for you to walk in obedience to 
the Spirit. So, as you understand your gifts, you are better able to walk in 
obedience to the Spirit. Also, anything that God calls you personally to He 
equips you for. He gifts you for things He calls you to step into. As you 
understand how you are gifted, you are better able to understand His will in 
terms of what He wants you to step into and do in his Church, in his world for 
His honor and glory to build other people up.  



2. …helps you know what God has not called you to do. 
Again, one of the challenges in the church is if we have a lot of people who 
are serving in areas they are not gifted for, it will lead to frustration and 
burnout on their part, and it will lead to the people that they are ministering 
to not receiving the full blessing of God because they have not had an 
opportunity for someone who is gifted in that area to be serving them and 
carrying for them in that area. So, it helps us know what God has not called 
us or gifted us to do. 
 

Now again, there are times when God calls us to serve in a practical way that 
maybe does not fit perfectly with the gifts that He has given to us. And when 
He does that, we need to obey. And yet by and large the vast majority of the 
time God calls us to do things that He has gifted us to do. 
 

3. …relieves you from serving out of mere duty. 
I do not want to ask for a show of hands because it would probably be 
embarrassing but I am guessing many of us have served out of mere duty 
over the years in this church or churches like ours. Now if you sense God 
calling you to serve out of duty in an area you are not gifted in, again obey 
and trust in Him and He will bless you and use you in that role. And yet many 
of us have thought, “No one else is saying ‘yes’ to the nursery. I guess I will 
say ‘yes’ to the nursery.” Or I used the joke about the Jr. High Ministry. You 
know, Jr. High Ministry is an amazing ministry to serve in! It is fantastic if God 
has called you and gifted you for that ministry! And if not, it will not go so 
well for you or for those students. So, it helps us to not serve out of mere 
duty. We all have a duty to serve the Lord and to serve the church and the 
community. We all have a duty for that. But we do not have to serve out of 
mere duty, we have been gifted to serve in some very practical and 
important ways. 
 

4. …helps you understand how the Holy Spirit works through you. 
The more you know how the Holy Spirit wants to work specifically through 
you, the more you can embrace that and walk in those ways. the more 
blessing you will receive, and the more blessing you will be to other people. 
 
 
 
 



5. …fulfills a deep inner need. 
a. Every person is made in the image of God. Even those who are not 

walking with God. There is something about being made in God’s image 
that creates in them a desire to do good for other people.  
 

b. And for those who have placed their faith in Jesus Christ, the Spirit 
comes to live in us and compels us to love other people in the name of 
Jesus Christ. As we serve them out of our areas of giftedness, the 
blessing that they receive and that we receive is so much greater. 

 

6. …builds unity among Christians. 
As I watch you serve out of your areas of giftedness and see God bless in 
amazing ways, I praise the Lord and get excited about seeing God serve 
through you and minister through you. And it is the same way when you see 
me. It draws us closer together. It gives us that sense of we are linking arms 
and we are in this together. This is a heavy responsibility that God has given 
us to represent Him to a lost and dying world, to carry his love and his Good 
News everywhere we go. 
 

a. We cannot do that on our own. 
 

b. When we link arms, by the power of the Holy Spirit, and say, “Okay, 
God, I know better what my role is. I know how you have gifted me. I 
know what you are calling me to do. I have got a brother over here and 
a sister over here and we are going to do this thing together because 
you have given the gifts to this church family that we need to 
accomplish this mission that you have given us of helping people know, 
love, and become like Jesus. We can do that. The burden, then, is not 
too great on any one of us. The burden is on God because He is the one 
who has gifted us in these ways. He is the one who will work through 
us. And as we do it together by his leading and by his power, the 
burden is easy and light. 
 

I think there is someone who said something along those lines in the 

Bible. I think it was Jesus       who said, “Come unto me. My burden is 
easy and light.” And we get to experience that. 

 
 
 



7. …equips you to fulfill God’s purpose for your life. 
I have talked about this already, but God has a unique calling and purpose for 
your life. It is to glorify God. It is to represent Him and his Kingdom. But there 
is a unique way that he has fashioned you to do that with your gifts, your 
talents, your experiences that He wants to fulfill that purpose in your life. 
 

8. …opens a path to greater blessing. 
Greater blessing in your life as you serve out of your areas of giftedness, and 
greater blessing in the lives of other people. 
 

Last year Trey turned 10. 
We had the opportunity 
through the generosity of 
the Nelson family to bless 
Trey with a trampoline. 
He must have done 
50,000 flips last summer 
from his birthday through 
the end of the fall when 
we took the trampoline 
down for the winter. He 
has been desperate over the last few 3-4 weeks, “Dad, when are we going to get 
the trampoline set up?” So, yesterday I went out and worked for about two hours 
setting up the trampoline. This picture was only about half way through that 
process. But Trey could not wait any longer. He had to get on the trampoline and 
jump. You know, it is probably not clear from this picture, but he has the hugest 
grin on his face as he is flipping over backwards! 
 
I want you to picture this in your mind that this is what it looks like for us to flow in 
the gifts of the Spirit. We have incredible joy as we experience the Spirit of God 
flowing through us and using us in ways that go way beyond anything that we 
could manufacture on our own. You see, when you serve in areas that are not 
gifted areas, you are doing a good thing. You are glorifying God and people can be 
encouraged and blessed through that. But when you serve in your areas of 
giftedness, the Spirit of God does something that goes way above and beyond 
anything that you could manufacture or do on your own. And that brings 
incredible joy! 



So, let us talk a little bit more about these spiritual gifts.  
 
Spiritual Gift Groupings 
Most scholars agree on three groupings of spiritual gifts that are mentioned all 
throughout Scripture. 
 

1. Miraculous Gifts 
Apostle 
Tongues 
Interpretations of Tongues 
Miracles 
Healing 
 

There are different understandings theologically in terms of whether these 
gifts are still in use today in the church or whether they were for the age of 
the apostles and we will get into a little bit of that study later on, but that is 
the first group of gifts. 
 

2. Enabling Gifts 
Faith 
Discernment 
Wisdom 
Knowledge 
 

God, obviously, works through those gifts to bring blessing into the lives of 
other people. Yet those gifts are more of an internal thing where you have 
been given a special gift of faith. I mean, we are all supposed to be growing 
in faith. At First Baptist, we want all of us to grow in faith, love, and witness 
every single day. So, we all grow in faith and yet those with the gift of faith 
have this profound sense of trust in God every moment of every day. 
 

3. Team Gifts 
The 9 “Team Gifts” are job, activity, ministry, or task-oriented gifts. They are 
functional for service in the local church. The survey, the inventory that we 
are going to invite you, encourage you, ask you, beg you to take with us over 
the course of the next couple of weeks focuses in on these nine Team Gifts: 
 

Evangelism 
Prophecy 



Teaching 
Exhortation 
Shepherding 
Mercy Showing 
Serving 
Giving 
Administration 
 

These are the gifts that this survey focuses on. That is not to stay that those 
other gifts are not important. They are very important. It is not to say that 
those are not valid, or God does not bless people with those gifts in these 
days. He certainly does. But these gifts in particular are very important and 
impactful as we come together as a church family in terms of seeing God’s 
work done in our midst and done through our church. 
 

Let us talk about why God gives these gifts to His people. Well, He has given us 
these gifts as His people because there are people in this world that these gifts 
are meant to meet.  
 
 Our Needs       God’s Provisions 

1. Salvation 1. Gift of Evangelism 
 
 

The Spirit-given capacity and desire to serve God by 
passionately leading others to the saving knowledge of   
Jesus Christ. 
 

 

All of us are called to be evangelists in the sense that we are all called to 
bring the Good News of Jesus everywhere we go. We see that all throughout 
the New Testament in the early church that it was ordinary people who were 
sharing the Gospel. And some of us have been given a gift of the Spirit in 
evangelism.  
 
We have two staff members who have been given this gift. For years I used 
to watch Jason Phillips walk up to strangers on the street, in the community 
college, or wherever we were in town, and he would begin a conversation 
with them. And in very short order in a very loving, kind, generous, and 



gentle way he would say, “Do you know Jesus Christ? Have you placed your 
faith in Jesus Christ? Let me tell you a little bit more about my Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.” And in about a minute or two he would share the basics 
of the Gospel. Then he would say to them, “Do you sense that you are 
supposed to place your faith in Christ today?” It was amazing! I am not able 
to do that in that way. I have had the blessed opportunity to share the 
Gospel with a lot of people over the years. And yet I am not able to share the 
Gospel in that way because of his gifts in that area. 
 
The same with Pastor Scott. People come in off the street who are looking 
for help, looking for a gas card, a food voucher, or to be connected with our 
Community Care Ministry. Pastor Scott can sit down with them, express 
God’s love for them, share the Gospel with them, and many of them place 
their faith in Jesus Christ on the spot. Again, that does not alleviate the 
burden on all of us to be Good News bringers wherever we go, and yet some 
of us have a special gifting in evangelism because the world needs salvation. 
 

 Our Needs       God’s Provisions 
2. Discernment/Awareness of Sin 2. Gift of Prophecy 

 

 
 

The Spirit-given capacity and desire to serve God by      
boldly and fearlessly proclaiming God’s truth. 
 

 
The prophecy here is declaring boldly the Word of God; not necessarily 
telling the future. So often when we hear prophecy, we think of future 
telling. God does certainly at times speak through children of His to say, 
“Here is what is going to happen in the future.” The book of Revelation is a 
prophetic statement from God given to the apostle John for the Church for 
us to be prepared for Christ’s return. 
 
God has gifted some of us in that way. We all do not have that gift. Even 
though we all are to speak God’s truth into the lives of other people, we all 
have not been given the gift of prophecy. 
 



 Our Needs       God’s Provisions 
3. Doctrine/Knowledge 3. Gift of Teaching 
 

 
The Spirit-given capacity and desire to serve God by     
making clear the truth of God’s Word with simplicity           
and accuracy. 

 
 

 

To understand God’s Word and understand the truth. Again, in this day and 
age that is maybe more critical now than ever before. So, God has given the 
gift of teaching to some of us. 
 
Some of us have been blessed through the ministry of some incredible 
teachers in this church family and others that we have been connected with 
through seminars or video resources or things like that. Beth Moore is an 
incredible example of the gift of teaching because she takes some very 
complex ideas found in Scripture and she boils them down and delivers them 
to those who are listening to her in ways that make them very easy to 
understand. That is why so many people over the years have been drawn to 
her teaching. And there have been many others like her, but she has done an 
excellent job of using this gift, leveraging it for God’s glory and the building 
up of his Church. 
 

 Our Needs       God’s Provisions 
4. Wisdom/To Know How 4. Gift of Exhortation 

 

 
The Spirit-given capacity and desire to serve God by 
motivating others to action, application, and purpose. 
 
 
 

These are people who say, “Yes, this is what God’s Word says. Now let us put 
that into action.”  They encourage you. They spur you on toward love and 
good deeds. It is not enough just to grow in our knowledge of these truths, 
but we need to be putting it into action. So, God has given us brothers and 
sisters who have this gift. 



 Our Needs       God’s Provisions 
5. Overseeing/Coaching 5. Gift of Shepherding 

 
The Spirit-given capacity and desire to serve God by 
overseeing, training, coaching, or leading a group of 
Christians. 
 
 

 

We need people who are wise, who have love for us and love for the Lord, 
and who can help us in those ways. We have been blessed in this church to 
have a lot of amazing shepherds! So many of you are gifted in this way. You 
are shepherding a small group of students, or you are shepherding your 
LIFEgroup. Many of you have shepherded adult Sunday school classes over 
the years. Maybe you are shepherding through Men’s Ministry or Women’s 
Ministry. And many of us on staff have been called to shepherd the body as a 
whole in this way. 
 

 Our Needs       God’s Provisions 
6. Comfort 6. Gift of Mercy-Showing 

 
The Spirit-given capacity and desire to serve God by 
identifying with and comforting those who are in need. 
 
 
 

Not comfort like I have a Lazy-Boy recliner, but comfort in the midst of the 
trials and storms of life and God has given some of us the gift of mercy-
showing to help met that need in people’s lives.  
 
My wife, Mandy, has the gift of mercy-showing. She loves one another 
through this gift in such a way that when people are in pain, she can literally 
feel their pain. She has so much compassion, it drives her to prayer. That is 
the main way this ministry shows itself in her – through prayer and writing 
notes and cards to people. God uses it in a powerful way. Praise God for that. 
 
 
 



 Our Needs       God’s Provisions 
7. A Helping Hand 7. Gift of Serving 
 
 

The Spirit-given capacity and desire to serve God by 
providing practical help both physically and spiritually. 

 
 
 

How many of us need a helping hand in different areas of our life? All of us 
do so God has given some of us the gift of serving. That does not mean that 
we are all called to serve, but some have the specific gift of serving. 
 

 Our Needs       God’s Provisions 
8. Financial Help 8. Gift of Giving 
 

The Spirit-given capacity and desire to serve God by  
releasing material resources to further the work of the 
Church. 

 
 

All of us have gone through times, and many of us right now are in a time 
where we need some extra financial assistance. So, God has given some of us 
the gift of giving. Again, we are all called to give. So many of these are things 
that we are all called to do, and yet God specially gifts some of us to give in 
extraordinary ways that goes beyond the generous giving of most of us in 
this church family. 
 
And because of being a pastor here, I have the opportunity to witness several 
of you, a number of you give in unbelievable ways to meet the needs of 
other people. To meet the needs of our missionaries. To meet the needs of 
our church family. I mean, writing checks for dollar amounts that I cannot 
even imagine writing that kind of a check to meet someone’s need or to 
meet the need of the church or missionary family. It is unbelievable what 
God does through you. And let me clarify that it is not necessarily about the 
dollar amount because some of the most generous people in this church 
family do not have a lot of dollars to give, yet they give so generously. Like 
Jesus with the widow who threw in her two pennies and Jesus said, “She has 



given more than all of the wealthy people that you saw putting large sums in 
to the offering.” Because it is not about the dollar amount necessarily. It is 
about the generosity that you extend to God. She had given all that she had 
to live on. 
 

 Our Needs       God’s Provisions 
9. Leadership 8. Gift of Administration 

 
The Spirit-given capacity and desire to serve God by 
organizing, administering, promoting, and leading the 
various affairs of the church. 
 

 

Thank God that He has given us some great administrators! I am not one of 
them and I am so thankful for people like Barrett, and before him, Dennis, 
who did an amazing job. We have had some incredible administrators on our 
Board and different leadership teams. I thank God for them because if it 
were not for them, this church would be a whole lot messier than it needs to 
be because I just do not have that gift. 
 

Here is what we are 
encouraging you, inviting 
you, and asking you to do. 
We would love to have every 
single one of you today, this 
week, sometime over the 
next couple of weeks, to take 
a Spirit Gifts inventory/survey 
that this ministry, Church 
Growth, has put together and 
we are partnering with. The best way to do that is to go to our website 
firstbaptistcambridge.org. On our homepage, the second slide you see that scrolls 
across is this one: “Exploring our Spiritual Gifts.” 
 
If you click on that slide, it will take you to our page which has been built for the 
purpose of helping us grow in understanding spiritual gifts. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When you get into that page, this is what you will see: “What are the Spiritual 
Gifts?”, “Take the Spiritual Gifts Inventory”, and “Next Steps.” Again, that is not a 
full list of all of the spiritual gifts. And there is information on this page about other 
gifts because God has gifted many of you in some of those other areas of 
giftedness and it is important for you to understand and grow in that as well.  
 



What we would love to have you do is to go to that middle section, “Take the 
Spiritual Gifts Inventory” then you would see that button “click HERE” to take the 
Spiritual Gifts inventory online, which is in my opinion the best way, because you 
can go through and answer the questions (it should take you about 15-20 
minutes). Click submit at the end and then you immediately get an email that says, 
“Here are your possible areas of giftedness where you scored highest in and here 
is some information about these areas of giftedness.” 

And, if you would prefer, we have hard copies of the 
same spiritual gifts survey with the same information 
about the gifts that you have been gifted in. 
 
These hard copy surveys are available on a shelf next 
to the Welcome Center. You can also contact the 
church office to request a copy. Pastor Scott is going 
to have them in the class downstairs. We have 100 
of them and will order more, if needed. But, if you 
want to take the inventory through our website, 
that is the great way to do so. 
 
If you do the written one which you are certainly welcome to do, you have to 
score it yourself and then find the corresponding gifts that you scored highest in to 
learn more about them. They are all in the booklet. You are not missing anything, 
but it requires a little extra work on your part. 
 
If you do the online one, you will automatically be put into a database that we will 
have here at First Baptist that the staff will have access to just to encourage you 
and learn more about how God has gifted you. This is not a bait and switch! I mean 



that! This is not about, “Well, we are going to generate a database so that we can 
start cold calling people and say, ‘Hey, you are gifted in such-and-such so why 
don’t you serve in the Jr. High Ministry?’” This is not a bait and switch. We want 
you to understand your areas of giftedness for your benefit, for your gratification 
so that God can work through you in more powerful ways. We will have access to 
that. 
 
If you would prefer…if you do not trust me that this is not a bait and switch…you 
can certainly do this hard copy inventory and the information is yours. And if you 
would like to share that with the church staff, and we can put you into our 
database (we are happy to do that), but you can take this and just know for 
yourself the areas that you might be gifted in. 
 
Let me remind you that this is but a tool. The best way to understand how God has 
gifted you is to serve in areas where you sense you might be gifted, and then see 
what God blesses immensely. That is the confirmation of the gifting. It is not what 
the survey says. I mean, the survey will give you your three highest areas. That 
does not mean you are necessarily gifted in all three of those. It could also be that 
you are gifted in different areas that is not covered in this survey. But it will be a 
helpful tool. I believe it will be encouraging and inspiring. 
 
Once you have completed the inventory (this is what I am really excited about), 
you can – on your own initiative – go to that same page under Spiritual Gifts, to 
see each of these areas of giftedness listed. If you click on one of them, it will show 
you job descriptions for a whole bunch of ministry roles here at First Baptist that 
utilize that gift. So, you can click on one of them and see 12 different ways that 
you could potentially serve out of that giftedness in the life and body of First 
Baptist Church. We are putting you in the driver’s seat to say, “God has gifted you. 
You will be blessed. Others will be blessed if you are serving out of your areas of 
giftedness. Here are ways that you could potentially serve the Lord at First Baptist 
through your areas of giftedness. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, on the bottom of that page, there is a little more information about some 
of those other gifts, why we are doing this, some additional information that is 
helpful for you, and my message from today will be right where it says, “click HERE 
to listen to Pastor Jared’s message from April 25, 2021….” 
 



I am excited! I am excited because I believe this will bring encouragement and joy 
into your lives. And as we are better equipped to know how God has gifted us, God 
will use these gifts to do great things for His name and for His Kingdom in this 
church family, to build up this church family, and out into this community as we 
flow in the gifts that the Spirit has given us. 
 
Let us pray together. 
 

God, we thank you for the amazing gifts that you have given to us, your 
children. Trey was sad that he had a gift that was sitting in the shed and he 
was not using that gift. And when the gift was brought out of the shed, put 
together, and he started flipping, he was overjoyed, Lord. We do not want to 
leave these gifts in the shed! We do not want to ignore them. We do not 
want them gathering dust and mothballs. We want instead, Lord, to use 
these gifts for your honor and glory to do your work in this church and in this 
community. So, I pray, Lord, that you would nudge each one of us. Lord, if 
there is anyone here who is part of this church family that you do not want 
them to take this survey or engage in this way, that is fine, Lord. Lead them 
and guide them in that. 
 

For those, Lord, that you do want to take this as a step of confirmation and 
encouragement, or perhaps a first step in understanding the gifts that you 
have given them, give them clear direction in that path as well. Thank you 
that you have given us incredible gifts through the Holy Spirit. We pray this in 
your name. Amen. 
 

Will you stand? Brothers and sisters, the Spirit of the Living God lives in you. And 
the Spirit of the Living God desires to minister through you out of the gifts that He 
has given to you. Let us walk by faith, walk by the Spirit, and watch what He will 
do! 
 

Lord, bless your people. Send them out in your name by the power of the 
Holy Spirit using the gifts that you have entrusted to them for your honor 
and glory so that the world will know that you are the Lord, the King, the 
Savior of the world. We pray this in Jesus’ mighty and matchless name. 
Amen. 

 


