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Good morning First Baptist Church! Thank you so much for being here. What a 
beautiful day God has given us. It is maybe a little bit warm, but maybe the breeze 
will keep you cool. We are so glad that you are here to join us on this very special 
Sunday. This is our Grad Sunday for 2021 where we celebrate and thank God for 
what He has done in the lives and through the lives of our graduating seniors, 
where we as a church family have the opportunity to send them out in the name 
of Jesus Christ to bring Him honor and glory wherever God leads them in the year 
ahead and in the years ahead. So, it will be fun to do that over the course of our 
time together. 
 
I want to let you know about a few things that are coming up in the life of our 
church – ways that you can be involved, ways that you can grow in your 
relationship with the Lord and others. Beginning next Sunday, we are offering our 
Set the PACE course again. This is one of our core courses that we would love to 
have everyone at First Baptist go through at some point in time. So, we offer it 
often times throughout the year, and we have it online on our website. This course 
will be held between the two services – approximately 9:50am to 10:40am – every 
Sunday morning. So, join us for that. 
 
We also have our Sports Camp coming up in just a couple of weeks for our 
elementary-aged kids. We have over 70 kids from the church and the community 
who are signed up. So, we would still love to have another volunteer or two. If you 
are interested in learning more about how you can serve and be part of Sports 
Camp, please contact Pastor Ashley. She would love to get you signed up and 
serving in that way. 
 
This is the first Sunday of the month. Typically, on the first Sunday of the month 
we have communion. But because of Grad Sunday and being outside, we will have 



communion next Sunday. Also, on the first Sunday of the month I want to remind 
you that we take a Community Care offering. Really, every Sunday you can give to 
that. You can give online through our website where on the Give tab there is a 
dropdown menu where you can select Community Care. Community Care is a 
powerful way for us to care for and meet the needs of brothers and sisters in our 
church, brothers and sisters from other churches in our community, people from 
our community who walk in off the street with significant needs. Thank you for 
your generosity. Your gifts are making a tremendous difference. 
 
Right now, we are receiving a special offering for Covid relief in India. We have two 
missionary families that we support who have pastor training, church planting 
ministries in India, and any gifts that you would like to give toward this relief 
offering would be going to meet the needs of those who are suffering from Covid. 
It is not for the church planting or for the missionary expenses or training of 
pastors. It is specifically to help people in India’s communities meet the needs of 
those who are dealing with the fallout of Covid. Many have died. Many are ill. 
Many are struggling, have lost jobs, those kinds of things. So, that is happening 
right now. You can give through our website, and you can give with a check. If you 
write “Covid” or “India” or “Relief” in the memo line, we will make sure those gifts 
get to caring for people in that community. 
 
If you did bring a gift this morning that you would like to give to the Lord, we do 
have boxes that are near the parking lot. You can give your gift there. You can also 
continue to give your gifts online as well through the website. Go to 
firstbaptistcambridge.org and click on the Give tab. 
 
If you are a guest with us, we would love to connect with you after the service. You 
can come find me, find some of the other folks who are on stage, you can find any 
of the other pastoral staff. We would love to introduce ourselves to you, to be 
introduced to you, to answer any questions that you might have, and help you get 
connected with the body here at First Baptist Church. 
 
At this time, we have a special thank you that we are going to do. About six weeks 
ago, two months ago, I sent out a letter on behalf of the Wednesday Night Supper 
crew that for this next ministry year, there will be no Wednesday Night suppers. 
Many of you might not realize this, but the last time we had an all-church 



gathering of any shape or form, it was at the last Wednesday Night supper way 
back last year before the pandemic hit. Because even on Sunday mornings, we 
have two different services so, we are not all together. 
 
I just want to take a moment to thank the Wednesday Night Supper crew and to 
specifically thank Sandy. If my calculations are correct, over the years they have 
served over 100,000 meals to all of us! And we were all blessed and full and had 
great times of communication and connection around tables. So, if you have been 
a member of the Wednesday Night Supper crew, I would like you to stand. And 
Sandy, I would like you to come forward. We are going to take a moment to thank 
them all as a church family for the incredible impact that they have had on our 
lives, on our community. This was a community outreach. So many folks from the 
community would come every Wednesday night. We would have 500+ people who 
were here! Sandy, on behalf of First Baptist Church, we want to thank you for your 
faithfulness, your generosity, your love, the ways that you cared for all of us. I 
know that this was a love gift on your part to our church family and I know that all 
of us are so thankful for you!  
 
I am going to invite you to join me in prayer for Sandy and giving thanks for her 
sacrifice and work, and for the entire Wednesday Night Supper crew and all the 
work that God did through them. Let us pray together. 
 

Lord Jesus, we do thank you for Sandy. We thank you for all of the ladies, all 
of the men who were part of the Wednesday Night Supper crew. They did 
amazing work for you, God. Over two decades of caring for and preparing 
meals and helping all of us… (mic cut out). 
 

Lord, we pray for Sandy and all the crew as they have a little break now, that 
you would continue to provide in the weeks, months, and years ahead for 
each one of them. Bless them, encourage them, and strengthen them for all 
the ways that they were a blessing and an encouragement to all of us.  
 

We pray, Lord, that you would use this time of worship now to glorify you, to 
encourage our seniors as they head out, and to build our church family. We 
pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 
 



Dan DeRushia, Pastor of Worship and Music 
I want to thank Rob Larson for letting us borrow this trailer, and the Mystery 
Mountain Boys for letting us borrow this sound system and thank all of you who 
are acting as anchors to the tents. That is fantastic! 
 
If you are looking for the lyrics, we do not have screens this morning. You will find 
them in the back of the bulletin that you were handed. If you did not get a bulletin, 
there are ushers that are standing along the sidewalk who would be happy to 
provide you with one. Feel free to raise your hand, and an usher will get a bulletin 
to you. 
 
Ryan Johnson, Student Ministries Associate 
Hello! My name is Ryan Johnson, and I am the Student Ministries Associate here. 
Welcome to Grad Sunday! We are glad that you are braving the heat, and the Holy 
Spirit in the wind. The reality is this. The graduating class has worked incredibly 
hard. They have faced incredible challenges and they have gone through so much 
more than any of us could have even imagined just two years ago thinking that all 
of this would have happened. And they have done it with significant integrity and 
character. Every year a pray a verse as our seniors start to near graduation. This 
year the verse I was praying was Romans 12:1-2. 
 

Romans 12:1-2 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to 
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is 
your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will 
be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and 
perfect will. 

 

When I think about this class, they have been such a great example for all of us of 
how to do that. How to read and look into Scripture, and pray, and seek God’s 
advice for how we can truly discern what God’s will is, and how we can truly 
pursue true transformation through the Holy Spirit. I know that this group has 
been incredibly inspiring to me and if you know them, any one of them, I know 
that they have been incredibly inspiring to you as well. 
 



To start off with, I would like to invite Raelyn LaBeau up to the stage. She will be 
sharing a short snippet about her favorite Bible passage. 
 
Raelyn LaBeau, High School Senior 
My favorite Bible passage is Jeremiah 29:11-13 which reads,  
 

Jeremiah 29:11-13 
For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future. 12 Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will 
listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all 
your heart. 

 

I consider this verse to be my life verse because I have seen God do this in my life 
and because it is a daily promise. In my life I have witnessed many ups and downs, 
good and bad choices, but Christ has been there for me through it all and has a 
plan for me from the start. God planned for me to be adopted. To be given a new 
life. To be loved by a family, and new friends. And to ultimately discover Him and 
his love, goodness, and forgiveness. This daily promise is the outline of what my 
life is. God gave me a gift that I could not possibly imagine 8 or 9 years ago – a 
bright hope and a hopeful future. 
 
Jared Gustafson, Lead Pastor 
Let us take a moment to thank our anchors for the tents, our worship team, our 
tech team. They have all done an amazing job in a slightly challenging 
environment! We have men lined up along the back of this big tent keeping all of 
you safe. If anyone of you over here does need to move to get into shade, we do 
not want any of you to get overheated, feel free to do that. 
 
Well, we have arrived at another Grad Sunday. Some of you might now know this 
because it was long enough ago that you have joined our church since then, but 
once upon a time I began as a pastor here at First Baptist as our Youth Pastor. And 
this was my favorite Sunday every year because it was an opportunity to hear from 
and be blessed by our seniors. And an opportunity for us as a church to come 
alongside them, stand behind them and say, “We are sending you out. We love 
you. We will pray for you. We are here for you. And we are expecting God to do 
great things in and through you in the years ahead.” 



I want to invite any of our graduating seniors, wherever you are right now, to 
stand so that those of us who might not know all of you can look around and at 
least see who you are. We have some of our seniors up front, and some in the 
back, and all throughout. Now stay standing because there is something that is 
sometimes said to younger people that I want to correct slightly. You are not the 
church of tomorrow. You are the church of today. In fact, I want to invite every 
child under the age of 20 to stand up with these graduating seniors. The reality is 
this, all of you standing right now are the church of tomorrow but are also the 
church of today! God can and wants to work through you in a powerful way. 
 
I want to pray a prayer of blessing over our graduating seniors and over the rest of 
these kids as we enter into the study of God’s Word together. 
 

God, we thank you for these seniors. Lord, you know that they have had to 
endure so much over the course of the past 15 months. Again, as Ryan said, 
things that they never imagined that they would have to endure over the 
course of the end of their high school years. God, you have been with them, 
and you carried them through. You have strengthened them and built them 
up in you. We thank you for the ways that they have worshipped, served, 
honored, and glorified you, Jesus. The ways that they have lived for you in 
these challenging days. Lord, we are so excited to see what you have in store 
for them in these months and years ahead. We pray, God, that you would 
encourage them and build them up in you. That you would set their feet 
upon the rock, Jesus Christ. That they would cling to you, Jesus, and seek 
after you, and worship you all of their days. We pray, God, that you use every 
single young person who is part of this church family to go out into the world 
by your leading and by your power, Holy Spirit, to have an incredible impact 
in this world for Jesus Christ. Lord, we pray that you would teach us now 
through your Word. Use this time to build your church and encourage us, we 
pray. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

The reality is this. Every single one of us is a person who is sent by the Holy Spirit. 
And as we take time this morning to reflect on and encourage and highlight some 
of our graduating seniors and encourage you as you go out, we all need to be 
aware that we are sent by the Holy Spirit into this world to bring the Good News, 
to bring the name, to bring the grace, mercy, and hope of our Lord and Savior, 



Jesus Christ, everywhere we go. I am so blessed to pastor a church family that 
understands this, that is living this out, that is growing in this each day. 
 
Graduating seniors, many of you might now realize this – partially because of the 
way that “Christian Hollywood” would, sort of speak, often portray the disciples in 
films that we see – but most of the original 12 disciples of Jesus were most likely 
teenagers. Mid to late teen years. When they became disciples of Jesus Christ, and 
then he ultimately sent them out into the world to make a difference for Him. 
Now, Scripture does not make this clear. But if we look at some of the clues that 
Scripture provides, I think that there is a solid argument to be built for the fact that 
likely, most of those 12 disciples were teenagers when Jesus called them to 
himself, trained them, built them up, and then sent them out into the world 
where, ultimately, through his Holy Spirit he changed the world. 
 
The first clue is from Matthew 17. Jesus is questioned by those who collected the 
temple tax if he paid the temple tax. Jesus and his disciples are together and one 
of the disciples responds yes. Peter says, “Yes my teacher does pay the temple 
tax.” Now the temple tax was collected for Jewish men aged 20 and over. And 
Jesus tells Peter (verse 27), “But so that we may not cause offense, go to the lake 
and throw out your line. Take the first fish you catch; open its mouth and you will 
find a four-drachma coin. (The temple tax was two drachmas.) Take it and give it to 
them for my tax and yours.”  
 
It is interesting that there are only two of the 13 of them that Jesus provides 
miraculously through this fish for their temple tax to be paid. It means that quite 
likely, only Peter and Jesus were over the age of 20 at the time this event 
occurred. In addition to that, we know that in this culture the time where disciples 
became disciples of a rabbi was often when they were 13-14-15 years old. You see, 
there were three schools that Jewish children would go through. And if you were 
the best and the brightest in that first school (let’s call it “elementary school”), 
only then would you advance on to “middle school.” And if you were the best and 
the brightest at understanding Scripture, memorizing it, and interpreting it in 
middle school, only then would you graduate on to “high school.” And only the 
best and the brightest of those who are in the Jewish school, learning the Word of 
God, learning how to interpret it, and apply it to their lives, beginning to learn how 
to teach it to others – only the best and the brightest of them would then have the 



privilege of going to a known rabbi and saying to them, “Rabbi, can I be one of 
your disciples?” Many of them were turned away because the rabbi would say, “I 
do not know that you have what it takes to be a disciple of mine.”  
 
We see some of this with these young men who were out fishing with their 
fathers. They were apprenticing and learning the family business. Jesus was most 
likely going out and calling 13- 14- 15- 16-year-old men to be his disciples. And 
ultimately, God changed the world through these early followers of Jesus. That is 
why you are not the church of tomorrow. You are the church of tomorrow, but you 
are also the church of today. God wants to work through you in powerful ways. 
 
Listen to what Jesus said to these young disciples (again, most likely, young 
disciples) in the days following his crucifixion but before his ascension into heaven. 
Listen to what he says to them three different times. This first passage from John 
20:19-22. 
 

John 20:19-22 
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were 
together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he 
said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were 
overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with 
you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he 
breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Matthew 28:18-20 
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.” 
 

This is a challenge, an invitation, a privilege, an opportunity, a commission given to 
every follower of Jesus Christ. To all of the graduating seniors and all of us who 
have placed our faith in Jesus Christ. 

 
 



Acts 1:4-8 
On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized 
with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this 
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them: “It is 
not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 

Think of that power. We see that this is not actually that powerful of a wind, and 
yet it can do all kinds of terrible things to our tents and our equipment. Think 
about the power of the Holy Spirit that comes in like a whirlwind and captures our 
hearts, our minds, our lives, and sends us loose into this world bringing the name, 
the Good News of Jesus Christ everywhere we go! Think about what Jesus invited 
these ordinary (again, these were not the best and the brightest of the Jewish 
elementary school, middle school, and high school. These were drop outs. They 
were people who were learning the family trade and business. And think about 
what Jesus invited these ordinary teenage men (and women – there were 
obviously all kinds of ages of disciples of Jesus, but I am talking, primarily, about 
the first 12 disciples of Jesus) to change the world. To trust in Him. To receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. To be empowered by the Spirit. And then to go out into the 
world and change the world. God changed the world through them. 
 
Think about the contrast between that message and what our world says to young 
people who are 15, 16, 17, 18, 20, 22, 24. I love this quote from John Ortberg, “The 
Holy Spirit says, ‘You are it. You are God’s plan.’ In a thirsty world people need to 
be refreshed. In a broken world, people need to be healed. Now get out there and 
do it.” 
 
We live in a thirsty world. We live in a broken world. And God wants to unleash His 
healing, His thirst-quenching water through you, through his Holy Spirit at work in 
you. 
 



And, again, contrast what Jesus said to those first disciples with what the world 
says to young people today, “Hey, listen. You are young! Go out and have fun. 
Yeah, you can go to college or get into some sort of career. Sew your wild oats. Go 
crazy for a little while! Live it up. You will never be young again.” Our world 
essentially tells you to check out of any intentional, serious pursuit in your life for 
at least several years. Then when you are older, you can start getting serious about 
life. Jesus says to you, “By my Spirit living in you, I can and want to do great things 
in you and through you today!” Pursue me, love me, trust me, and see what I will 
do through you. 
 
The question for you, graduates, and the question for all of us is, what story do 
you want to live in? What story do you want to find yourself in? What story do you 
want to define your heart, your mind, your life, what you do with your time, 
energy, and resources? The story that both our culture and our enemy, satan, 
invite you to live is one where you are the star of the show! You are the headliner. 
You are the big deal. And in this story, you are expected to do anything and 
everything to make sure that you are happy. That you get ahead. That your every 
wish and desire is fulfilled. You alone get to determine what is right and good and 
true for you. No one else gets to tell you that. 
 
In some ways, that sounds like a great story, doesn’t it? Don’t we want to be the 
star of the show? Don’t we want to be in the spotlight? Don’t we want to have 
everything revolve around us? Something that is sometimes said in our household 
to one of our amazing boys is, “Our lives and this entire world does not revolve 
around you!” But man, it is nice when we think that things revolve around us or 
believe that things should revolve around us.  
 
And to be honest, for those who live in this story, there are certainly some 
moments, some temporary highs. There are some accomplishments and 
experiences, some possessions that come along with it. But without fail, it is a 
story that will leave you hungry and wanting and unsatisfied. It is a story that will 
leave you feeling empty because nothing can truly fill it. You will be frustrated in 
the pursuit of trying to make sure you are happy to the greatest degree possible.  
 
It is a story that so often leaves a trail of wreckage and hurt people in our wake 
because ultimately, we are seeking our own needs, our own wants, our own 



desires above all else. Ultimately, it is a very small story because you in and of 
yourself are really, in the eyes of the world, fairly insignificant. So, it is a small story 
to live in to. Most importantly, and tragically, it is a story that leads you down a 
path of selfishness, sin, destruction, and eternal separation from God. The reality is 
that there is a better story. Jesus is authoring a better story and He is inviting you 
into it. Yet sadly, so many Christians of any age fall prey to that story that the 
world is telling, that our enemy is telling and begging us to step into.  
 
Listen to Dwight L. Moody, “I firmly believe that the moment our hearts are 
emptied of pride and selfishness and ambition and self-seeking and everything 
that is contrary to God’s law, the Holy Ghost will come and fill every corner of our 
hearts. But if we are full of pride and conceit and ambition and self-seeking and 
pleasure and the world, there is no room for the Spirit of God. I believe many a 
man is praying to God to fill him, when he is already full of something else.”  
 
Be filled with the Holy Spirit and reject the story that the world is selling to you. It 
is a story full of lies and heartache, frustration, and disappointment. Where a life 
lived with Jesus where you are filled, encouraged, equipped, and led by the Holy 
Spirit is the life of joy! It is a life of peace. It is a life of hope. It is a life of eternal 
significance. That is the story that God invites you into. 
 
Do you want to live in a story where Jesus Christ is the star, and you are chosen by 
him to play a really significant supporting role in that story? You see, He has a role 
for you to play that no one else on the face of the planet could ever play. He wants 
to work in you and through you in ways that He cannot work in and through 
anyone else. You get to be a very unique and important character in His story. 
 
In this story, through the grace of God and the gift of the Holy Spirit, you carry the 
very presence of Jesus and His love, His character, His power, His priorities, 
everywhere you go. Your role carries great eternal significance because you are an 
ambassador to the King of kings and Lord of lords. Your life revolves around you 
bringing the King glory. And allowing Him, through you, to love and serve and care 
for others. You are filled with peace, hope, and joy no matter what circumstances 
– good or bad – come your way because the Lord lives in you. You know that you 
are perfectly loved. So, you feel no need to prove yourself to anyone else or to try 
to earn anyone else’s love or forgiveness. Or, ultimately, salvation. Your core 



identity is a loved, righteous, and spirit-filled son or daughter of the most high 
God. And God wants to poor out His abundant blessings through his Spirit at work 
in and through your life. What an amazing story! What an amazing story that we 
get to live when we follow, pursue, and trust in Jesus Christ. When we allow the 
Holy Spirit to lead, guide, and direct us each and every day.  
 
The reality is that we choose each day which story we are living into. Which story 
are you living in this day? The one that the world sells us; the one that satan 
invites us into, tempts us into? Or the one that God wants to author through your 
life? It is the Holy Spirit that helps you choose Jesus! We need the Holy Spirit. The 
minute we stop listening to the Holy Spirit, or responding to the Holy Spirit, we get 
sucked into that other story. We need the Spirit to keep us on that straight and 
narrow road that leads to life. The Holy Spirit helps us choose and walk that path 
of life. The Spirit fills you, empowers you, equips you, gives you courage and 
strength, and sends you out in the name of Jesus to share His love and Good News 
everywhere you go and with everyone you meet. 
 
Life as a follower of Jesus in this culture is hard. And for you young people, it is 
getting harder! Fewer and fewer people around you as you go off to college, or get 
involved in the workplace, or you are planted in some community somewhere 
fewer and fewer people confess the name of Jesus and claim to be a follower of 
his. And many of those who claim that, really are not living for Jesus. So, it 
becomes more and more challenging in our days to walk with Him, to live 
according to His Word, to remain faithful to Him no matter what comes. But the 
Spirit will help you do that. You are not on your own. 
 
Not only will the Spirit help you do that, but we as your church family, and your 
parents, and grandparents, and siblings, and cousins – every single one of us – will 
help you do that. We are here for you. We are fighting for you on our knees. We 
love you and we want to help you in any way that we can. 
 
Listen to this quote from Kay Arthur, “God knows what each one of us is dealing 
with. He knows our pressures. He knows our conflicts. And He has made a 
provision for each and every one of them. That provision is Himself and the person 
of the Holy Spirit indwelling us and empowering us to respond rightly.” God says, 
“I am with you. There is no where you could ever go where you will be separated 



from me or my love. I live in you, and I am here for you in every way that you need 
me.” 
 
Graduates, the reality is that your occupation in life will vary throughout your adult 
years. An exceedingly small number of people nowadays enter into a job at a 
company and 50 years later retire from that job with that company. Everyone 
experiences career changes. So, your role/job will change as you go through your 
adult years. But your vocation – the calling on your life – will remain the same 
today all the way until you go home to be with Jesus. Your calling is to be a Spirit-
filled ambassador of Jesus Christ in every job you hold, in every relationship you 
enter into, in every church you are a part of, in every community that He plants 
you in. 
 
The reality is that you are an ambassador for Jesus Christ who will be cleverly 
disguised as __________ (fill in the blank) in order to bring the presence of Jesus 
and the Good News of Jesus by the Holy Spirit into your world. So, you are an 
ambassador of Jesus Christ who over the next four years will be cleverly disguised 
as a student, or a teacher, or someone who works as a scientist, a plumber, a 
social worker, a stay-at-home parent, a banker, a soldier, an artist, an accountant, 
an athlete, a nurse, a cook, a real estate agent, a police officer. There are so many 
ways that Jesus takes His ambassadors and cleverly disguises them, and then 
plants them in a church, plants them in a home, plants them in a workplace, plants 
them in a community, so that they can be a source of God’s love, hope, mercy, and 
grace flowing into the lives of the people around them. 
 
Some of you may not be so cleverly disguised as a missionary or pastor. Maybe 
God will call some of you into vocational ministry. But all of you are called into 
ministry whether you realize that or not, whether anyone has ever told you that or 
not. If you have the Spirit of God living in you, you are called to live for Him. 
 
I want to close by reading this blessing and challenge from Jude, one of the half-
brothers of Jesus. He has a very short letter and here is what he writes at the end 
of that letter. Receive this, graduating seniors, church family, as a blessing and 
encouragement and challenge from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
 



Jude 1:17-25 
But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ 
foretold. 18 They said to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers 
who will follow their own ungodly desires.” 19 These are the people who 
divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the 
Spirit. 20 But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most 
holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in God’s love 
as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to 
eternal life. 22 Be merciful to those who doubt; 23 save others by 
snatching them from the fire; to others show mercy, mixed with fear—
hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh. 24 To him who is 
able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious 
presence without fault and with great joy— 25 to the only God our 
Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen. 

 

Ryan Johnson 
I also want to apologize. You all have a bulletin in front of you and we let a student 
step through the cracks, and I want to make sure she is recognized. Grace 
Schoeneck is a senior and she is not in your bulletin. I apologize. Grace, you are 
recognized, and I feel terrible about that mistake. I am so sorry for you, your 
parents, and your family. That is completely on me. 
 
One of the things that we do at the end of every senior year for every graduating 
class is to make sure they learn one key thing. If they leave with nothing else, so be 
it; but we want to make sure our students are prepared so that when they leave 
student ministries they can look at the Bible, they can study God’s Word, and they 
can interpret it for themselves. Part of doing that…well, we believe that they need 
the tool to do that so we always love to give out NIV Study Bibles to each and 
every one of our graduates to make sure that with the knowledge that we have 
taught, and prepared, and planned for them to have, that they also have the Bible 
that they need to do that properly, and a Bible that they can look to and trust for 
answers when life does get tough and difficult.  
 
So, seniors, take these. I pray that you will use them. I would love to see them 
worn out through the years with notes and highlighters and all that good stuff. 



We want to close this service with a prayer. We invited the parents up. Parents, if 
you want to lay your hands on your graduates, and if the congregation wants to 
extend your arms toward the students, we are going to pray one last closing 
prayer for the service and then we will wrap it up. 
 

Lord, I pray for these students. I pray that as you have planned where they are 
going to be today, and you know where they will be tomorrow, I pray that you 
would be with them. I pray for the students who feel like they are on a 
mountaintop right now. Their story is really hitting its prime. I pray that you would 
continue to guide their steps and be with them.  
 

And I pray for the students who are facing unknown circumstances and 
situations. I pray that you would be with them. Guide their steps. Answer 
their questions and help them to look to their Bible, to look to your Word, 
and prayer, and a trusted group of others to help them guide their steps, 
Lord. I pray that no matter where we end up next year, four years from now, 
whatever occupation we end up in, with our vocation that we will have, to be 
living for you, Lord. I pray that you would be with us, you would guide us, and 
overall, Lord, that we would have prepared them to take this next step. And I 
thank you for that. Lord, it is in your name I pray. Amen. 

 

Seek God and be family, and God bless all of you! 


