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Welcome to First Baptist Church! We are so glad that you are here to worship with 
us this morning. Whether you are here in person or online, it is a joy to have you 
with us. If you are a guest with us, we want to extend a special welcome to you. 
We would love it if we could connect with you after the service (if you are here in 
person) at the Welcome Center. If you are worshiping online, to connect with you 
via our website and the online connection card that you will find there. We would 
love to answer any questions that you might have, make sure you feel welcome 
here at First Baptist, and get some good resources in your hand about how you can 
grow your relationship with Jesus Christ as part of this church family. 
 
I do have a couple of things I want to remind you of as we move into our service in 
just a few moments. The first is, we would love it if everyone of you would this 
Spiritual Gift survey, this inventory. Many of you have done that already. I am 
going to share a little bit more about this later. But paper copies are available if 
you are here in person. Right next to the Welcome Center there is a shelf, and you 
will find these there. If you are worshiping online, you can grab one of these paper 
copies at that shelf by stopping by the church any time throughout the week when 
the office is open. Or, better, we would love it if you would take this survey online 
through our website. I will get into more details about that later, but I just want to 
give you a heads up about that. 
 
Women, we have a fantastic event planned for you this coming Saturday from 9am 
– 10:30am. One of the women that we have done Bible studies of will be here. Her 
name is Anita, and she is going to be teaching on “Discover the Joy of Seeking God 
First.” That fits so well with today’s message. So, a very actionable next step for 
you ladies in response to the message today, is to come on Saturday. You can be 
here for the live presentation, the sharing, the ministry; you can also join us via our 



Facebook page, YouTube channel, it will be available online as well. But we would 
love to have you take part in that ladies. 
 
Also, I want to let you know that the first Sunday of every month we typically 
emphasis and remind you about our Community Care ministry. This is a powerful 
way that we are meeting needs of people in this church and in this community all 
throughout Isanti County. In fact, people call us in need, and we are able to 
respond to those needs because of your generosity. So, thank you for giving so 
faithfully and so generously. You can do that, if you have brought a gift here this 
morning, through the giving boxes that are located throughout the building, or you 
can give online. There is a drop-down menu and if you click on that Give tab on our 
website, you can click on Community Care and give through that tab 24/7. And if 
you are someone, or you know someone who has some practical needs, some 
tangible needs, some financial needs, some bills that you are having difficulty 
paying, we would love to bless you and help you. We would love to bless, serve, 
and help others in your life who you might be aware that have some needs. So, 
please contact us if you or someone you know has any financial needs and we 
would love to care for you in that way. 
 
About halfway through the service we will be taking communion. If you are here in 
person, hopefully you grabbed one of the little communion containers on your 
way in. If you are worshiping online, we would encourage you to get something 
representing bread and something representing the cup to make sure you have 
that ready when we get to that communion. 
 
Will you join me in prayer as we begin our time of worship together? 
 

Lord Jesus, we thank you that you are in this place. That by your Spirit, you 
are filling each one of our hearts and you are filling this room. We thank you 
for the opportunity to gather in your name to worship you and declare your 
greatness. We pray that you would reveal yourself to us. And by your Spirit, 
that you would do your work in us, helping us love you more, know you 
more, grow in you each day. We pray that you would be glorified now as we 
worship you in all of these ways. We pray this in your name, Jesus. Amen. 

 
At this time, whether you are here or at home, I would invite you to grab your 
communion server – whatever you are using at home – and if you are here in 



person, carefully peel back that top clear layer. That will reveal the bread that we 
will be taking together. In a few moments, we are going to be going into Scripture 
and talking about the reality that Jesus wants us to know Him. Not just to know 
about Him, though that is extremely important as well. That is part of how we 
know Him. But Jesus wants us to know Him. To know Him personally, intimately. 
To have a deep love relationship with Him that is interactive in its nature on a 
moment-by-moment, day-by-day basis.  
 
One of the strongest proofs that Jesus wants us to know Him is that when he was 
gathered with his disciples shortly before he went to the cross, he took the bread 
and he took the cup and he offered it to his disciples saying, “This is how much I 
love you. This is how much I want you to know me. I am about to give my life for 
you. My body will be broken, my blood will be shed for you and I want you to take 
and eat and drink in remembrance of the sacrifice that I am about to make.” The 
thing that makes it possible for us to know Jesus, to walk in an intimate 
relationship with him. 
 
In 1 Corinthians 11 the apostle Paul writes this: 
 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord 
Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do 
this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way, after supper he took 
the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you 
eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes. 

 

I just want to give you a few moments of quiet. And in these moments, you can 
worship Jesus and thank Him for his sacrifice. You can, if you have any 
unconfessed, unrepented sin in your life, certainly bring that before the Lord. 
Repent of that sin. Receive His forgiveness and grace once again. Maybe it will just 
be a time of quiet reflection on the reality that Jesus has given himself fully for you 
out of his love for you and his desire that you would know Him and walk with Him. 
Take these moments and spend them with Jesus. Then I will close in prayer. 
 



Lord Jesus, we thank you for these elements that we hold in our hands, and 
for the representation they are of your body that was broken, your blood 
that was shed, so that we could walk in intimate relationship with you. You 
desire for us to know you. So, you gave yourself for us completely on the 
cross. We are humbled, and awed, and amazed by your willingness to give 
yourself for us in that way. It is a sacrifice too great to comprehend. We 
thank you for your great love for us and pray that you would draw us near to 
yourself now as we take the element together. We pray this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

 

On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took the bread, broke it, and said, “This is my 
body, broken for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way after 
supper, Jesus took the cup saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do 
this whenever you drink of it in remembrance of me.” Let us drink together. 
 

Lord Jesus, we thank you once again for these incredible expressions of your 
love for us. We pray now, as we turn to your Word, that we would be 
encouraged and built up in you, that we would be drawn deeper into that 
love relationship that you desire to have with us. And Holy Spirit, once again, 
we thank you that you fill this place and fill our hearts. We give you total 
control. We ask you to have your way in us as we seek the Lord Jesus in 
prayer, in the Word, in the fellowship of believers, and by yielding to you, 
Holy Spirit. We pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
Before we dive into the Scripture, a couple of reminders about this opportunity to 
take the spiritual gifts inventory. This is what you see on the website. Again, there 
hard copies and we have more of these available and order more as we need 
them. They are on the shelf by the Welcome Center. So, you can grab one of those 
there if you would like to do that. If you want your results to be, in a sense, 
anonymous, be yours. You can choose to share them with others or share them 
with the church or not. Or, preferably, we would love it if you would go to our 
website. This is the homepage. If you click on this banner at the top, which is the 
second banner you see, that will take you to our website page, “Exploring Our 
Spiritual Gifts.”  
 
 
 



If you scroll down that page to 
the middle, click on that middle 
tab “Take the Spiritual Gifts 
Inventory.” Then you will see 
“Click HERE to take the Spiritual 
Gifts inventory online.” Click on 
that.  
 
The survey is about 15-20 
minutes worth of questions that 
you will answer to. Then you will 
get, immediately, result with the 
three spiritual gifts (of those 
Team gifts) that you scored 
highest in. Now, again, it does 
not necessarily mean that you 
have all three of those gifts. But 
those are good places to begin in 
exploring and serving in. Then 
this next section of the webpage 
is each of those spiritual gifts.  
 
So, if you scored highest in 
Evangelism, Serving, and Mercy-
Showing as an example, you 
could click on anyone of those 
three and that will take you to a 
list of ministry roles, leadership 
roles, volunteer roles here at 
First Baptist that utilize those 
gifts. You can read more about 
each one of those roles and say, 
“Hey, maybe here are 

somethings that would be a great thing for me to explore to use my giftedness.” 
Again, this is a way that you will be bless. It is a way that people will be blessed 
through you. We want to put you in the driver seats. 



On Monday I received an email from Nate Beich. He serves as part of our worship 
team in the Contemporary service. He and his family have been here for several 
years now. Nate said, “Jared, Alyssa and I just took the survey. We have been 
talking about it. I am excited about exploring other ways that I can serve at First 
Baptist. Right now, given our stage in life with young children and both full-time 
employed as teachers, I am a little more limited. But I would love information 
about…” And he gave two roles. He went and looked at the different roles that fit 
those giftings and he said, “Tell me more about door hosting. Tell me more about 
the opportunity to serve as a part of the Community Care Intake Team.”  
 
That is exactly what we want you to do! Now, God may call you to use these gifts 
in your home. He may call you to use these gifts in relationships outside of First 
Baptist, or ministry leadership opportunities outside of First Baptist. So, this is not 
all about you saying, “How can I serve in these ways.” But, if the Lord leads you to 
do that, that would be amazing and wonderful. 
 
Months down the road as the staff continues to look to fill ministry and leadership 
positions, one of us may call you to say, “Hey, you are someone who God has 
placed on my heart, my mind, as someone who might fill a great role here. I know 
this about you based on our relationship, and I know this about you based on ways 
that I have seen you serve, and I know this about you based on some of the 
information that you have shared with us.” So, we just want to make sure that you 
have the opportunity to understand how God has gifted you so that you can 
effectively, faithfully, joyfully serve Him and receive the blessing, and be part of 
the blessing of God in other people’s lives as you serve out of your spiritual gifts. 
We are excited to continue in that journey together. 
 
If you are someone who likes to keep track of the “Words of the Day,” in addition 
to any name of God I use, you can add the word “know” or “knowing” because we 
are going to talk about the role of the Holy Spirit in knowing Jesus. Jesus wants us 
to know Him, and the Holy Spirit plays a very vital role in us knowing Jesus. Apart 
from the work of the Holy Spirit, we cannot know Jesus in the ways that He desires 
us to. 
 
I am going to walk you through a couple of pieces that are familiar to many of you. 
It might be new to some of you, but from our Statement of Faith, which this 



Statement of Faith is in agreement with the Statement of Faith of churches that 
we belong to. Over 1300 churches. I do not know that exact number. But here and 
around the world we are known as Converge Worldwide. It used to be known as 
the Baptist General Conference. Here is what we believe as far as the doctrine of 
the Holy Spirit. Obviously, this is not all-encompassing, but these are the core 
pieces. And everything that I have been teaching and will be teaching fit within this 
core understanding, this doctrine of the Holy Spirit. 
 

From Our Statement of Faith 
The Holy Spirit 

We believe in the Holy Spirit who came forth from the Father and Son 
to convict the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment, and to 

regenerate, sanctify, and empower all who believe in Jesus Christ. 
We believe that the Holy Spirit indwells every believer in Christ, 

and that He is an abiding helper, teacher, and guide. 
 
Hopefully, that gives you a better understanding of where we stand, what we 
understand the Holy Spirit to be and to do, and why we worship the Holy Spirit as 
part of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – the triune God – and why we are excited to 
continue this journey of growing in our understanding of the Spirit and the work 
the Spirit wants to do in our lives. 
 
Now, our mission as a church most of you could probably recite this back to me, 
but our mission is “Helping People Know, Love, and Become Like Jesus.” Over the 
next three weeks, this week being the first one, we are going to talk about the 
Holy Spirit’s role in us knowing, loving, and becoming like Jesus, and in us helping 
others know, love, and become like Jesus. Again, apart from the work of the Holy 
Spirit, we cannot know, love, or become like Jesus. We are solely dependent upon 
the Spirit’s work in us in order for those things to happen. 
 
The good news is this is something the Spirit wants to do. The Spirit strongly wants 
to help you and me know, love, and become like Jesus. Let us be reminded of 
some of these other theologians, pastors, thinkers on the role of the Holy Spirit. 
Again, I shared a couple of these last week. 
 
 



Sinclair Ferguson 
“The central role of the Spirit is to reveal Christ and to unite us to him and to 
all those who participate in his body. Just as the indwelling of Christ and the 
indwelling of the Spirit are two aspects of one and the same reality in the 
New Testament, so to sustain us ‘in Christ’ is the heart and soul of the Spirit’s 
ministry.” 
 

J.I. Packer 
“The distinctive, constant, basic ministry of the Holy Spirit under the new 
covenant is so to mediate Christ’s presence to believers – that is, to give 
them such knowledge of his presence with them as their Savior, Lord, and 
God.” 

 

I do not know if this is actually a quote from Duane. But this is from one of the 
many PowerPoints that he shared with me from the class that he taught. So, I am 
quoting him even if he did not actually say this. 

 

Duane Tweeten 
“The Holy Spirit’s primary work in the lives of believers is to reveal that we 
are in Christ and Christ’s ongoing presence in us.” 

 

The Spirit wants us to know Jesus Christ. The Spirit wants us to know the presence, 
the ongoing day-by-day, moment-by-moment presence of Jesus in our lives. That is 
a primary goal of the Spirit’s work in you and me personally, and in us corporately. 
But it is really important that we distinguish what we are talking about when we 
talk about knowing Jesus. There are really two kinds of knowing. And for many of 
us on a day-to-day basis, if someone says to you, “I know such and such.” or “I 
know so and so.” what we primarily think about is information. What we primarily 
think about is stuff that goes on in our brains. In other words, that Jesus wants us 
to know a lot about Him. The Spirit wants us to know a lot about Jesus. And those 
statements are absolutely true. Jesus does want us to know a lot about Him.  
 
And as Dan said earlier, as we sang, we can never know everything about Jesus this 
side of heaven because He is an infinite God. There is a line of theology, there is a 
way of thinking about God that says, “Anything that we know about God cannot 
actually be true of God because God is unknowable. 
 



Now, I think God reveals himself to us and there are things that we can know 
about God. But for us to say that we know that Jesus loves us; yes, we have an 
understanding of Jesus’ love for us, but you do not know the love of Jesus in its 
fullness for you. You could grow every day over the course of your entire life, 
growing in your understanding of the love of Jesus for you and not fully know the 
love of Jesus for you. 
 
So, there is this other way of knowing that is, I would say, not only equally 
important but of greater importance that Jesus wants you to know Him personally. 
Jesus wants you to have an experiential knowledge of Him. Jesus wants you to 
have a deep, intimate, abiding knowledge of Him. That is why the Father sent the 
Holy Spirit to live in us. He wants to live with you moment-by-moment to dwell in 
you moment-by-moment, day-by-day. 
 
There is a difference between knowing and knowing. Both are important and yet 
sometimes as Christians, we are focused far more on the first knowing on filling 
our minds with information and knowledge of Jesus. And the second piece is either 
foreign to us, or maybe scary to us, and we just have not been given any guidance 
or encouragement along those lines in knowing Jesus. 
 
This is a picture of Mandy. 
All of you, to one degree or 
another, know Mandy. 
Some of you have know 
her a lot longer than 
others. Some of you have 
ministered alongside of 
her. Some of you have had 
Bible studies with her. 
Some of you have prayed 
with her. You have been 
more close, personal friends. And many of you know her as my wife. I share some 
things about her, and my wife would say I share too much about her. But you 
know Mandy. You know some information about her. For some of you it is merely 
head knowledge, and for some of you it is that second form of knowing where you 
walk in relationship with her. Now, you had better take her picture down or she is 



going to get mad at me. But there is a tremendous difference between how any of 
you know Mandy and how I know Mandy. There is a world of difference!  
 
Even if you became a Mandy expert, which would be kind of weird, but let us say 
that you wanted to know all the statistics you could possibly know about Mandy. 
Where she was born. When she was born. How much she weighed. What teacher 
she had in each grade as she was growing up. The boys that she dated through 
high school and college before she finally met the love of her life – me. You might 
even be able to know more details about Mandy than me. That would be really 
hard. But it is possible. There are still some things about Mandy that I do not 
know, or on a day-to-day basis do not remember. But you will never know Mandy 
like I know Mandy. It is just not possible. 
 
It is that kind of knowledge that Jesus wants you to have of Him. He wants you to 
have that deep, intimate, personal, ongoing interactive love relationship with you. 
Where you could look at others and say, “You may know Jesus, but you do not 
know Jesus like I know Jesus. Because I am the only one who gets to experience 
my love relationship with Jesus. And let me tell you, I am pursuing Him each day. I 
am growing in Him. I am understanding not only more about Him, but I am 
receiving his presence, his love, his joy, his peace. All that He brings into my life I 
am receiving in a deeper way each day. I really know Jesus.” And it is so important 
that we know Jesus in that way. It is the ministry of the Holy Spirit that allows us to 
know Jesus in that way. 
 
Think of what Jesus said in John 17:3 as he was praying. He said, “Now this is 
eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you 
have sent.” In other words, eternal life is about knowing God. Not just in our 
minds. Listen, some of the greatest Bible scholars of our day are atheists. They 
know all about our God. They know all about our Scriptures. They know far more 
than you or I do. Yet they do not know God. They do not know Him. 
 
And Jesus, on his Sermon on the Mount recorded in Matthew 7:21 said, “Not 
everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven.” In fact, 
there will be people who will hear Jesus say even in spite of the fact that they 
might have known a lot about Jesus, and, perhaps, done a lot of good things in his 
name, who will hear Jesus say, “I never knew you. You never walked in intimate 



fellowship with me. You did not desire to know me, love me, walk with me, and 
obey me on a moment-by-moment, day-by-day basis.”  
 
I do not want anyone at First Baptist Church to be among the group who know of 
Jesus and have maybe done a lot of good things in the name of Jesus and been 
part of a lot of great church services over the years, of Bible studies, or serving in 
lots of wonderful ways, who do not know Jesus and will not be welcomed into his 
kingdom because you do not know Him. There is a difference between knowing 
and knowing. And we need to make sure that we are those who do both. 
 
Open your Bibles to John 15. In these next few texts, Jesus gets at the importance 
of knowing Him and the importance of the role of the Spirit in your lives in order 
that we might know Jesus. 
 

John 15:26-27 
When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father – 
the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father – he will testify about 
me. And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the 
beginning. 

 

One of the primary roles of the Spirit is to tell us about Jesus. The Father and the 
Son send the Spirit to live in us, to live in us corporately and personally so that we 
can learn more about Jesus. He is bearing witness as to who Jesus is, to what Jesus 
has already done, to what Jesus wants to do in your life and my life right now to 
who Jesus is and what is coming down the road as we enter into the End Days and 
see Him come in glory and power. The Spirit is here to testify. To help us know 
more about Jesus so that we can know Jesus more. 
 
In John 10, Jesus is speaking about being the good shepherd. This is a much longer 
passage, and it is a fantastic one for you to read and know, but here is what Jesus 
said in verses 14 and 15: 
 

John 10:14-15 
I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me – 
just as the Father knows me and I know the Father – and I lay down my 
life for the sheep. 

 



Most of you are aware that sheep are not all that bright. Sheep get themselves 
into all kinds of trouble. But when a sheep has a good shepherd, and when the 
sheep gets to know the shepherd and listen to the shepherd, the sheep is well 
taken care of. The sheep is guided and protected. Led to water to drink and food 
to eat. The sheep is able to live (by sheep’s standard) a pretty wonderful life when 
you have a good shepherd caring for you. 
 
This is still practice in some places in the world today. It is far less common than it 
was hundreds of years ago or thousands of years ago. But when there are 
shepherds who are caring for their flocks and led them back, they can put all of 
their sheep – there might be hundreds or thousands of sheep – in one sheep pen 
for protection in the middle of the night. Then in the morning, each shepherd 
could go out on their own. They do not have to brand their sheep. They do not 
have to tag their ears. They do not have to paint them different colors. They can 
simply by their voice or a whistle or a call, they can do that with the gate open and 
have every single one of their sheep amongst the hundreds that are present come 
out and follow the shepherd. 
 
Do you know Jesus in that way? Do you know and listen to His voice which comes 
from the Holy Spirit, which comes through the Word, which can come from 
brothers and sisters in Christ every day? Are you listening for the voice of the 
shepherd? Do you know the Good Shepherd in that way? 
 
Finally, from John 16:12-15 Jesus says: 
 

John 16:12-15 
I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But 
when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. 
He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he 
will tell you what is yet to come. He will glorify me because it is from 
me that he will receive what he will make known to you. All that 
belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive 
from me what he will make known to you. 

 

Powerful ministry of the Spirit that brings together both of these concepts! That 
God wants to, through the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives, help us know Jesus, know 
more about Him, and to help us know Jesus and live in a daily interactive love 



relationship with him. Both “knowings” are important. Are you pursing Jesus in 
both ways? 
 
I want to give you an opportunity to speak into this reality. When we talk about 
knowing Jesus in our mind, and when we talk about Jesus in experientially living 
with Him moment-by-moment, day-by-day, I want to give you a minute or two. 
You can think about this on your own. You can have a little conversation with 
someone who is seated near you if you would like to do that. But how can be grow 
in knowing Jesus in our minds and how can we grow in knowing Jesus 
experientially walking with Him moment-by-moment, day-by-day? I am going to 
give you a minute and then we are going to share some of those thoughts with 
one another. 
 
Alright. Let us bless each other. Let us encourage each other. You have probably 
gone on in either one of those categories. But some of you who are willing to 
speak out, what is one way of knowing Jesus in our mind? Let us encourage each 
other right now. 
 

• We must be people who are engaged in the Word of God each day. And we 
have the Holy Spirit to help us as we engage in the Word, understand it, and 
grow in our understanding of who Jesus is through his Word. Good. 

 

• Seeking the Lord in prayer is a critical way of growing in our understanding of 
who Jesus is. Of his goodness, his love, his mercy, his desire to hear from is as 
his children each day. Good. 

 

• As we pray, an important dimension of prayer is listening. How many of you 
have someone in your life who when you are in their presence, when you are 
spending time with them, they dominate 98% of the conversation. (Do not 
raise your hands because someone seated near you might wonder if it is 
them whom you are referring to!) Most of us have had the experience where 
there is someone that we love and we desire to be in relationship with them, 
but when we are with them, it is exhausting! Think about how our God feels 
when we spend 98% or more of our time in conversation with Him talking to 
Him or at Him. God desires us to listen. That is a critical way in knowing Him. 

 

• His presence through the Holy Spirit. Knowing that the Spirit of God lives in 
you and asking, as Jesus said and the Scriptures say, the Spirit to reveal Jesus 



to you. To help you understand what it means to have the living God living in 
you. To have Jesus, by his Spirit, present in you and to focus and meditate on 
that presence.  
 

Now what we are doing right now as you are sharing these ideas is, we are 
revealing that in a lot of ways it is difficult to know Jesus without also knowing 
Jesus. It is possible to know a lot about Jesus. But if you grow in your 
understanding of who Jesus is, you are going to want to know Him more. And most 
of the ways that we can grow in our understanding of Jesus help us know Him 
more.  
 

• Fellowshipping with other believers is such a critical dimension of knowing 
Jesus in our minds and knowing Him experientially. There are things about 
Jesus that I cannot discover on my own, even with the aid of the Holy Spirit. I 
discover them as I come into Christ’s family and I worship with you, and we 
study the Word together, and we serve alongside one another, and we bring 
the Gospel to people who do not know Jesus. In all of those things, the 
fullness of Jesus is revealed to me and to you. We need one another. We 
need to be in fellowship to know Jesus in the way that He desires us to. 
 

• In worship we come to know Jesus in a deep and profound way. In disciplines 
like silence and solitude where we just soak in the love of Jesus. Where we 
are just quiet in His presence.  
 

• Through nature we can come to know more about Jesus and know Him more 
as well. 
 

There are so many ways. We could go on and on listing ways that we can know 
Him in our minds and know Him through experience. 
 
Turn in your Bibles to Philippians 3. For this passage I am going to have you stand 
as I read because Paul says something in this passage that is so profound that I 
hope becomes more and more true of me and of you as we continue to grow in 
knowing Jesus through the blessing and ministry of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Philippians 3:7-11 
But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of 
Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I 



have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ and 
be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ – the 
righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. I want to 
know Christ – yes, to know the power of his resurrection and 
participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, 
somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 

 

You may be seated. 
 
Do you want to know Christ? Do you consider all else loss? Do you consider 
everything else garbage in light of the surpassing worth of knowing Jesus Christ? 
Are you pursuing Him intellectually? Are you pursuing Him in your day-by-day, 
moment-by-moment life? Your love relationship? Your walk with Him? Do you 
desire Him and pursue Him and love Him and want to know Him above all else? 
The Holy Spirit wants to help you do that! 
 
If your answer to the first question is, “Pastor Jared, if I am being honest, I do not 
know that I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Jesus Christ.” Ask the Holy Spirit to help you prize and desire Jesus above all else. 
The Spirit wants to help you grow in that way. 
 
I have some questions for you as we close, some personal application questions. 
 

1. How will you work with the Holy Spirit in pursuing growth in knowing more 
about Jesus? 
 

We named off several things and there are many more things that we could 
have named off that we did not. But how are you going to demonstrate your 
love for Jesus? Your desire to grow in knowing Him in the ways that Scripture 
talks about knowing Him? That, again, you would consider knowing Him 
worth far more. You would consider everything else a loss, everything else 
garbage compared to knowing Christ. How are you going to pursue knowing 
more about Jesus? We have lots of ways as a church that we want to 
encourage you and provide for you to grow in your knowledge of Jesus.  
 

Obviously, our Sunday morning worship services are a primary way to do 
that. We offer classes and studies for men, for women, and for combined 



groups. We offer LIFEgroups, small groups, Men’s studies, Women’s studies. 
The Saturday morning women’s group that is going to be here. We offer 
opportunities for you to know Jesus through studying his Word. We have a 
Bible Reading and Prayer Plan that we want you to be engaging with us in. 
Or, if you have got your own, that is fantastic. But engage in the Word daily 
to know more about Jesus. 
 

There are lots of other ways that you can know more about Him. How are 
you going to intentionally pursue knowing more about Jesus with the help of 
the Holy Spirit who lives in you? 
 

2. How will you work with the Holy Spirit in experientially knowing Jesus more? 
How will you be more open to the ministry of the Spirit who brings the 
presence of Jesus to you each and every day? How will you yield yourself to 
Jesus? How will you yield yourself to the Spirit more fully each day? 
 

The reality is that we need other people to help us in both of these arenas. 
So, what I would do is encourage you to take the ideas that the Spirit is laying 
on your heart right now, or that Scripture has laid on your heart and to share 
those with a friend, a spouse, with your son, or a parent. To share those with 
someone who can pray for you, encourage you, and help you as you desire 
knowing Jesus more in these ways through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, 
through the ministry of Word, and so many other ways that Jesus wants to 
reveal himself to you.  

 
The Spirit wants you to know Jesus. Jesus wants you to know Jesus. The Father 
wants you to know Jesus. And there is nothing better in this world or in the life to 
come than knowing Jesus! There is nothing that compares to walking in an 
intimate, interactive love relationship with Jesus Christ! Do you know Him? 
 
James Dunn had this quote about Paul’s experience and writing about Jesus and 
the Spirit: 
 
“Paul’s experience of Christ and the Spirit were one, and…Christ was experienced 
through the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Let us pray together. 
 



Jesus, we want to know you. We want to know more about you, and we 
want to know you personally. Holy Spirit, we thank you that you live in us, 
that you have been sent by the Father and sent by Jesus to dwell within us so 
that we can know our Lord and Savior personally. We pray that you would 
lead us to apply this teaching into our lives. And we thank you, Holy Spirit, 
that you are there day-by-day speaking to us, nudging us, prompting us, 
loving us, comforting us, encouraging us, holding us accountable, helping us 
be convicted of sin. We thank you that you are there to minister the grace of 
Jesus, the love of Jesus, the presence of Jesus each and every day. We are so 
thankful for those amazing gifts. And we pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Will you stand? 
 
May you go in the name of Jesus Christ and in the power of the Holy Spirit who 
ministers the presence of Jesus to you moment-by-moment, day-by-day. May you 
know Jesus because there is nothing better in this world or in heaven than 
knowing Him and being in a love relationship with Him! Go in the name of Jesus 
and walk with Him each day. Have a blessed day. 


