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Good morning! Welcome on this Lord’s Day, this Memorial Day weekend, on 
person and online. My name is Scott Peterson and I have the privilege to give you 
a message today that God has really put on my heart. I am really looking forward 
to it. The sermon is titled, “I will build my church,” and who is that “I”? This is who 
we need to be focusing on here in this worship service. 
 
If you are one of our guests today, we are so thankful that you are here. Connect 
with us online on our website or at the Welcome Center. We would like to get to 
know you and pray with you and see what God is doing your life, and how we at 
First Baptist can come alongside you. And at the Welcome Center, you can pick up 
the new “What’s Happening” brochure for this summer – June, July, and August. 
Please pick that up. It is also online where you can see some of the events and 
ministries that are happening in and around the community through First Baptist 
this summer. 
 
Thank you for the worshiping of the Lord in your offering, your gifts that you give 
before and audience of One. To further the work of the ministry is really an 
offering to Him. Through online giving, through our boxes here, dropping off an 
envelope here in the church office, mailing it in, it is a worship of the Lord, and we 
are so pleased to be able to worship in this way. 
 
Next Sunday will be a little different. Hopefully, it will be summer weather because 
we plan to be outside. June 6 is Grad Sunday. It will be an outdoor service on our 
south lawn. Just one service at 10:45am. Take this to heart and put that in your 
calendar – next Sunday, June 6, one service outdoors at 10:45am. We will not have 
any Children’s Church or Sunday school for any age, but we will have early 
childhood childcare in the building. Now, if it is raining, we will meet in the 
Multipurpose room at the same time – 10:45am. We will have chairs and awnings 



set up hopefully, to keep the sun from shining on us, not the rain from falling or 
anything like that. Feel free to bring your own chairs and blankets as well too. 
 
Now, we have a special opportunity through a special offering that we have at the 
initiative of our Global Outreach team. Two of our supported missionaries in India 
we will have a chance to support through this special offering. Many of you know 
that the Covid-19 pandemic and the suffering of people in India is massive. Many 
are dying and many, many are in dire need. The numbers (as provided by John 
Hopkins University) in India are devastating. Over 27 million cases and 300,000 
deaths, and they think that the numbers could even be higher. 
 
The two groups of missionaries that we at First Baptist support are Josh and Dinu 
Kalamel (maybe you remember them from about 2-3 years ago for Mission 
Sunday). They have served in India for many years, and they have worked with and 
trained over 1,000 pastors in India over the years. The need for the Disaster Relief 
for them is great. So, we seek to be able to give them that offering.  
 
Also, the second missionary couple is Joseph and Krista Janga. They are 
missionaries to India, as well as members of First Baptist Church. Their ministry is 
newer and is not as large, but the need is just as great. So, we have the 
opportunity then to be able to bless the people of India, be a neighbor to the 
people of India by the giving of our offering and our prayers. So, please consider 
making this special gift to the people of India beginning today through mid-June. 
You can give either online or here at First Baptist. Make your checks out to First 
Baptist Church with a note on the memo line, “Disaster Relief in India.” If online, 
go to our website and click on the GIVE tab, the select “Disaster Relief” from the 
dropdown menu. 
 
Now as we begin our worship service on this Memorial Day weekend, we want to 
remember those who we have lost, and those who have lost loved ones in the 
service of our nation. Please join me in prayer as we begin the service. 
 

Lord, we are thankful for the tremendous sacrifice so many throughout our 
history have made, for the men and women who have died, and for their 
families who have had to carry on without them. It is a sacrifice that is easy 
to forget. Today we pray that you, Lord, bless the families of those who have 
lost loved ones while serving our nation. We also pray for you to bless and 



comfort the walking wounded who are still with us. Bless their families as 
well. And we ask, God, for peace to prevail among all the nations. Most of all 
we pray that you would turn the hearts of all military and civilians to your 
Son in whom we find true peace; a peace that surpasses all understanding. 
Keep us from sin. Lead us in repentance of sin. Move us to receive and live in 
the treasure of your saving grace. And now, O Lord, lead us in this worship 
service this day as we come before an audience of One. May you be glorified 
this day. We pray this in the name of Jesus our Savior, your beloved Son, who 
at this moment is building His Church and gives us this peace and hope for all 
eternity. And God’s church said, “Amen.” 

 

“I will build my church.” Whoa! That is a powerful statement. Who is “I” here? 
Some people say, “That church.” or say, “This church.” What about “Our church”? 
What about this Jesus who is building this church? What does He mean here? 
What is He saying about this idea of church? I mean, this is a powerful statement: 
“I will build my church. I do not care if there is anything out there, I am going to do 
it.” What does He mean by that? How is He going to do it? And really, who is 
saying this here? 
 
Last week we looked at Pentecost Sunday. As Jared gave the message, we saw the 
birth of the church. We saw in Acts 2 how the Holy Spirit came to indwell 
believers. The church, then, was born. The church, then, was to be God’s witnesses 
in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the utter most parts of the world. Even here 
in East Central Minnesota. It is God’s will to be building His church. It can even be 
career altering. We have individuals that He is calling, but He is calling us 
corporately moving forward. And the Church is always on offense. Always on 
offense. 
 
I love the song that Pat was playing and the songs that we were singing. We are to 
be moving forward as Church, as a congregation. The passage that we will be 
reading today is Matthew 16. One of my favorite Scriptures for many years. I 
would like you to open your Bibles as we begin in verse 13. Jesus has been rejected 
by the Jewish leaders and they are basically saying that He is casting out demons 
as the prince of demons. The thoughts that they have toward Jesus led to the 
rejection of Jesus by the Jewish leaders.  
 



Jesus takes his disciples to Caesarea Philippi a little bit north. Please stand as we 
read. 
 

Matthew 16:13-19 
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some 
say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one 
of the prophets.” “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I 
am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this 
was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in 
heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 

 

Please join me in prayer as we pray over this passage and also from Ephesians 4 as 
we pray. 
 

Lord God, we come before you in the name of Jesus. He said that He is 
going to build His church and the gates of Hades are not going to 
overcome it. The church will prevail. The church will overcome. And 
Lord, you are building your church even now, even this day to equip 
your people for works of service so that your body, the body of Christ, 
can be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and knowledge of the 
Son of God, and we become mature attaining to the whole measure the 
fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants and each part of the 
body, each member of the body, each person of the body does its work. 
 

Whatever is from you, Lord, may it sink deep into the hearts of your 
people. Whatever is from me, Lord, blow it away as chaff. And now, 
may the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
pleasing to you, O Lord my God, my Rock, and my Redeemer. And God’s 
Church said, “Amen.” 

 

Please be seated. 
 



“I will build my church.” said Jesus. He says that He is the Son of Man. That is a 
Messianic term from Daniel 7:13. He is claiming to be Messiah. His disciples 
mention that someone said, “You may be one of the prophets.” Then He said, 
“What about you guys? You have been with me for a while.” “You are the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God. God in human flesh.” 
 

Jesus is saying here, “That is right, that is who I am. Now I am going to build my 
church.” This idea of build: to found, to establish, to build up from the foundation, 
to continue on. And the Church; this is a beautiful building, and it has been around 
for many, many years. This building has many memories. Some of you have been 
married here, baptized here, been taught the Word of the Lord here. It is a 
building. Now we love the building. It is a great place here on Main Street. But the 
word “church” here is the first time it is being shared in Scripture and Jesus shares 
it. The meaning of “church” is always “people.” It is the called-out ones, the 
gathering of people, the assembly of people. I am looking at the Church right now. 
The Church that is meeting here in this building. 
 

Now, what is going to prevail over God’s Church? What is going to overcome God’s 
Church? According to Jesus, nothing! Nothing will prevail against His Church. The 
Church will overcome. There have been many threats to the Church over the 
years; the people of God. But according to Jesus, they are mine, they are my body, 
the spiritual body of Christ. And the spiritual body of Christ will prevail. It will 
overcome to be strong over another’s detriment. Superior in strength. God’s 
Church will prevail, and the gates of Hades will not prevail. All the forces of the 
enemy will not prevail against God’s Church. The world, the flesh, and the devil will 
not prevail against God’s people as we move forward in Him. 
 

You see, really, the deck is stacked in God’s favor. He writes the laws, He enforces 
the laws, and He judges. You see, we are in God’s family. And the Church will 
prevail. 
 

Now this idea about “rock” and “Upon this rock I will build my church.” as He says 
to Peter. There have been many interpretations of this statement. I just like to let 
Scripture interpret Scripture. The Old Testament really seeks to point to God as the 
Rock. That He is the foundation. Then there is Peter. Let us see what Peter has to 
say about this idea of the Rock in 1 Peter 2. Peter, being inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
writes this: 



1 Peter 2:4-8a 
As you come to him, (Jesus) the living Stone – rejected by humans but 
chosen by God and precious to him – you also, like living stones 
(believers), are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, 
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For 
in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious 
cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to 
shame.” Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those 
who do not believe, “The stone the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone,” and, “A stone that causes people to stumble and a rock 
that makes them fall.” 

 

The foundation of God’s Church is indeed our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 
Through the apostle’s teachings, we see the pronouncement of Jesus. The Gospel 
of Jesus is then shared with this world. And Jesus gave Peter and the other 
apostles the authority to preach the Gospel. As He shared with the disciples, “I will 
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 
 
That binding and loosening – what we forbid, what we permit according to the 
Word of God. Whatever Scripture declares, we are to forbid. Whatever Scripture 
declares, we are to permit. You know, the Word of God, as Paul wrote to Timothy 
in 2 Timothy 3:16 says that all Scripture is given by the inspiration of God and is 
used for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness so that the 
servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. The Word of 
God tells us what is right, what is wrong, how to get right, how to stay right. So, we 
focus on the Word of God that builds from Jesus Christ, and we as living stones 
within the body of Christ. “I will build my church.” said Jesus. “And the gates of 
Hades will not overcome it.” 
 
I like what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 3. 
 

1 Corinthians 3:11 
For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. 
 



Jesus is that foundation. Jesus is the foundation, and He is building His church. The 
teachings of the Gospel are with us, and we live within those teachings before an 
audience of One by His grace and the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
What is church then? What does our Statement of Faith say of church? And then 
how is He going to lead us in living as Church? Well, let us look at the Converge 
Statement of Faith where it mentions about church: 
 

We believe in the universal Church, a living spiritual body of which Christ is 
the head and all regenerated persons (all those born again) are members. 
We believe in the local church (like First Baptist), consisting of a company of 
believers in Jesus Christ, baptized on a credible profession of faith, and 
associated for worship, work, and fellowship. We believe that God has laid 
upon the members of the local church the primary task of giving the gospel 
of Jesus Christ to a lost world. 

 

Jesus is building His Church. You and me – individually, yet corporately – together. 
Again, how is He going to do that? Let us look again what Scripture says. 
 
Let us turn to Romans 12 and we are going to look at eight verses here. We are 
going to break them up, starting with verses 1 and 2. Here Paul writes to the 
church in Rome. 
 

Romans 12:1-2 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters… 
 

(This is important. It is imperative in view of God’s mercy) 
 

…in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and pleasing to God – this is your true and proper worship.  

 

This word “worship” here carries the connotation of service. Serving 
before God as an act of worship. There are two words for worship in the 
New Testament and this one focuses on service. That is why in some 
translations the word “service” is used in place of “worship.” The other 
word for worship is a word that really means to “kiss the hand.” That 
obey sense before God as Lordship as He is the one that we seek to 
come to. 

 



Do not conform to the pattern of this world but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind.  

 

That maturing process. You know, getting rid of those tapes, those lies 
and the way that we used to live. And through repentance. Then 
seeking to live before God as a metamorphosis from caterpillar to 
butterfly is the connotation here. 

 

Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his good, 
pleasing and perfect will. 

 

Serving as that act of worship. I think we see that some people worship their work, 
work at their play, and play at their worship. And how we live before an audience 
of One. We see here God’s will and what His desire is. I think He is calling us to join 
Him in what He is doing in building His Church. “I will build my church.” It is God’s 
will to be building His Church. That is the will of God. 
 

Now, how do we get from going to church to Being Church? So many times we say, 
“I am going to church.” Really, if you are going to church today, you are coming to 
a building for a worship service. Because you are the Church. I am the Church. We 
are the Church together. The known will of God that we see in Scripture. Many 
people ask, “What is the will of God?” The known will of God in Scripture is that He 
is not willing for anyone to perish but for all to come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9). 
 

His will is for us to be sanctified; to be maturing in Christ. To be growing more 
Christ-like. To be submitting to Him. To be Spirit-filled. To be willing to suffer for 
doing good. And then to serve. All of those are found in Scripture of the known will 
of God. And as we seek to Be the Church, then that is a reflection to the world that 
needs Jesus as we seek to bring a living Jesus to a dying world. 
 

Paul continues to the church in Rome in verses 3-5: 
 

Romans 12:3-5 
For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of 
yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with 
sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to 
each of you. For just as each of us has one body with many members, 
and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we, 



though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the 
others. 

 

The whole body works effectively only if all the members do their part. And each 
part works effectively as it is attached to the others. You see, Jesus called us to 
believe. He is also calling us to belong. We are to be believers, but also to be 
“belongers” as we are Church together, as we are Church within the body of 
Christ. 
 
If you are like me, you probably have heard people say, “You do not have to go to 
church to be a Christian.” Really, I believe that is wrong on two accounts. First, it is 
equating the church as a building or a worship service. And then, I think what they 
are trying to get at when they say this, you know, “You do not have to go to church 
to become a Christian.” I would absolutely agree with that as we see with Peter 
that Christ is the Messiah, the Son of God. He is the Savior. And if we have 
received Him, repented of our sins, and received Him as Savior. Now, that idea of 
following Him as Lord is what He is calling us to do now that we are saved.  
 
You probably (just like me) have seen the nursery rhyme or done the nursery 
rhyme with your kids, “Here is the church. Here is the steeple. Open the door and 
see all the people.” But the reality is, “Here is the church building. Here is the 
steeple. Open the door and see all the people.” 
 
As we look to Jesus, as we seek Him, I like what He had the apostle Paul write 
through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit in 1 Corinthians 16:19 and Ephesians 
2:19. 
 

1 Corinthians 16:19 
The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and 
Priscilla greet you warmly in the Lord, and so does the church that 
meets at their house. 
 

Ephesians 2:19 
…You are a member of God’s very own family…and you belong in God’s 
household with every other Christian. 

 
We are called to be belongers. We are called to be together as the body of Christ. 
 



I was reading a survey a few weeks ago that revealed this for Americans: 
 

• 65% of Christians say they can walk with God without other believers, with 
36% agreeing strongly towards this. 

 

Is that really God’s intention? Not according to Scripture, I believe. 
 

Not  “I do not have to go to church to be a Christian.” 
 

Instead “Because I am a Christian, I engage in the life of the church – 
 the family of God at First Baptist. I belong.” 

 
Again, the Church in Scripture is always about people. It is always about the people 
of God with Christ as the head of the Church. Here at First Baptist, we are the local 
expression of the body of Christ right here on Main Street as a building, but then 
wherever we go we are the Church. God has called us to be together as the body 
to do life together. I believe the discipleship process is best lived out in committed 
relationships as we engage in the Word with others. The will of God is to build His 
church. 
 
So, how is He going to do this? I like what Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 12. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:4-6, 27 
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 
There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are 
different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the 
same God at work. … 
 

The Holy Spirit distributes the gifts to each one. To you. To me. Just as 
He wants. And He does not make mistakes. 

 

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 
 

That word “body” is used whether a large or small number of people closely united 
in one society or family. How is God going to build? Through the Holy Spirit using 
spiritual gifts. 
 

1 Corinthians 3:9 
For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s building. 

 

Spiritual gifts are used by God in His grace and power as the Building Blocks of 
each local church. He has given you and me spiritual gifts to be used to build His 



body to continue to know, love, and become like Jesus here at First Baptist. The 
Holy Spirit indwells the Church corporately yet also individually. As a temple of the 
Holy Spirit, we live lives differently than before. We seek to have that fruit that 
Jared preached about. The Fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, and self-control. Above such there is no law. We seek to 
bear that fruit by the power of the Holy Spirit as He indwells in us. This indwelling 
work of the Spirit also equips you and me individually, and collectively for the 
works of the ministry so that the body of Christ may be built up. “I will build my 
church.” said Jesus. 
 
What are these gifts for the work of the ministry – the team-based gift, the 
activity-based gifts? Again, let us look to Romans as we see how important it is to 
focus on God and His Word, and to submit to Him, and to do that together as a 
“belonger” within the body of Christ. 
 

Romans 12:6-8 
We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If 
your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if 
it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, 
then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to 
lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 

 

I do not believe that I have the gift of mercy. But I am still called to be merciful. As 
Jesus said, “Be merciful just as your Father is merciful.” That is an area that I 
always seek to be maturing in. Each one of you has different gifts. And we are 
stronger as a body because of that. And God is calling us then to grow in that 
giftedness, as well as to grow in areas outside of our giftedness. 
 
The nine Team gifts (shown below) that we are using within our website – that 
some of you have taken on the survey or done online – we have added the gift of 
evangelist and shepherd from Ephesians 4. Again, the role of pastor/shepherding. 
Many people have the gift of shepherding without being a pastor. In that role 
then, if you are a pastor, you should have the gift of shepherding. But if you have 
the gift of shepherding, that does not necessarily mean that God is calling you to 
be a pastor. There might be some other area where God is calling you to be 
shepherding in. I hope to be sharing about that in just a few moments. 
 



Gift of evangelism 
Gift of prophecy 
Gift of teaching 
Gift of exhortation 
Gift of shepherding 
Gift of mercy-showing 
Gift of serving 
Gift of giving 
Gift of administration 

 
One of the greatest strengths in the church is the diversity of gifts and the way 
those gifts can be used in serving within the church and outside of the church. So, 
what is your fit here at First Baptist? What is your fit within the body of Christ here 
based on the gifting that He has given you? Remember, we are called to do church 
together. The body of Christ. How can you be using your gifting? How is God using 
you to use your gifts in the days, weeks, months, and years ahead? What is His will 
for you?  
 
Remember what He said, “I will build my church and the gates of Hades will not 
overcome it.” It is a win-win for the church. You and me going forward in Christ as 
we seek to live, move, and have our being within the body of Christ. And then to 
present that body to a world that desperately needs Jesus. God’s method: “I will 
build my church.” The Church is the people. We are called to believe and to belong 
as we see in Romans 12 and elsewhere. 
 
I thought it was so spiritual back in the day. God had to do a work in me on that. 
He still is. You know, the church is not perfect because I am in it. The church is not 
perfect because you are in it. But the Church has been sanctified by the grace of 
God. We are holy in Him. Now, we are simply becoming who God has already 
declared us to be through His grace and the power of the Holy Spirit. But I used to 
say, “I only need Jesus!” Man, that is so American. So western. So individual and 
independent. But the Scriptures tell us that we need one another. We belong with 
one another. We are to be doing church together. We are stronger together. The 
discipleship process is best lived out in committed relationships – together.  
 
 



I love this quote from Dr. Larry Gilbert: 
 

Understanding the will of God for your life is much easier when you know your 
spiritual gift(s). What God has primarily called you to do, He has gifted you to 
do. And what He has primarily gifted you to do, He has called you to do. 

 

Gifts and God’s will. He has gifted you and me for a reason. It would not make any 
sense if He gave you a gift (let us say it is a gift of teaching, a gift of shepherding) 
and then He does not expect you to use that gift. That would make no sense at all. 
So, the gift that He has given you, He has given it to you for a reason. To be done 
within the community of believers, the fellowship of believers. He has gifted you 
for a reason. Certainly, He can call you to serve outside of that gifting. (I had 
mentioned about mercy and me.) I think the beauty of it is when you sense that 
you have matured in Christ to the point that you do not know if it is the gift of 
mercy, or you have matured in mercy. In giving. Maybe you have the gift of giving. 
But maybe you have matured in Christ so much you do not even know if it is the 
gift of giving or you have matured as a giver. It is God at work, and it is all by the 
Holy Spirit that He is seeking to grow His church, grow His people. Again, 
individually, but also corporately. 
 
At First Baptist, we focus on Christ – to know, love, and become like Jesus. And 
where we are moving forward to is outlined in our Vision. The ultimate 
contribution of First Baptist Church in the community by 2025, “As we seek to 
grow in Christ-likeness and to become family to those who needs family.” But 
every year we seek to have a Focus that will help to align us corporately as a body 
of Christ to move us forward as a Mission to know, love, and become like Jesus to 
see the results of our Vision being realized. 
 
So, we have that focus as we seek to make adjustments each year as we move 
forward as a congregation. Here, “Uniting as family to enjoy and unleash God’s 
mercy and hope.” As we seek to corporately to do. And as the Vision team was 
really sensing God’s lead throughout these last 15-16 months, it has been very 
difficult, but to be able to bring mercy and hope into this world. There are sermon 
series and teachings on it. The “Unshakable Hope” series – we needed that at that 
time to find our hope in God and His Word. And to build our faith in who He is and 
what He is doing because the Church of God will always prevail. And we trust in 



Him and His Word to always help us move forward. Again, the Church is always on 
offense. Always on offense by the power of God’s grace and his Holy Spirit!  
 
Now we see more and more people praying. There are men praying. And to take 
that football analogy a little bit further as the Church is building on offense, men 
you have got to have an offensive line to move forward if you are in football! I 
remember hearing about Notre Dame and their four horsemen. They were great 
running backs back in the day. The coach, I believe, was Newt Rockne and he was 
getting fed up with his running backs thinking they were so great because they 
were doing all of this rushing. So, he put in the 2nd and 3rd string offensive line and 
these running backs could not do anything. They could not get barely a yard or 
two…because we need an offensive line. And the offensive line of the Church are 
those prayer warriors! That is, you and me – everyone of us – to be on our knees 
praying to a living God who is building His Church. The Gates of Hell is not going to 
overcome His Church. That is, you and me together praying and seeking after God 
and His will. 
 
Again, as we seek to grow in these focuses on a yearly basis, we took the Fourth 
Focus and broke it down into four emphases. The first was to bring 
encouragement. We sought to do that through the preaching and teaching of 
mercy and hope. Then, what we are in now, is this exploring your spiritual gifts. 
There is a reason for this order as we seek to find out how God has gifted us 
because in the fall we are seeking to be engaging. Because we have from now until 
fall, we have this summer. One thing that I learned about Minnesota is that 
Minnesotans like to pack 12 months of the year into 3 months – June, July, and 
August – and it is really hard to come together because we are all doing all these 
things. But we are still called to do life together. As the church grows, and as God 
is calling us, He is calling us, then, to be engaging in the Word with others. That 
idea, then, is to grow (as the New Testament teaches) bigger and smaller at the 
same time.  
 
Quantity and Maturity. Breadth and Depth. The authentic relationships to be 
engaging in the Word with others. Authentic relationships as demonstrated by 
being family to those who need family.  
 



Again, the discipleship process is best lived out in committed relationships 
together as we seek to grow bigger and smaller at the same time. How do we seek 
to do this? Well, be engaging in Community groups. This was shared last Sunday. 
Joel and Donna Reiter, Aaron and Kristin Merwin, Ryan and Rebecca Nelson, and 
Pastor Jared shared more about Community groups. These spiritual neighborhood 
mid-sized groups of ideally 15-60+ people really provide an adult youth group 
atmosphere while growing in Christ and strengthening relationships with one 
another through prayer, care, teaching, fellowship, mentoring, outreach, and 
service projects. And each group can be unique according to that group. These are 
ideals, obviously. And the Holy Spirit will seek to lead each group as we find that 
spiritual neighborhood that each one of us really belongs in.  
 
Again, we are one local church with one mission with one vision. Yet God has 
called us to come together as “belongers.” What neighborhood will we be in? 
What neighborhood within First Baptist? What Community group within First 
Baptist as we seek to grow and build on the fantastic work of the Adult Sunday 
School ministry over the years. Community groups are a place to belong. They are 
more than a class where predominantly teaching happens as they function more 
like living, breathing communities. They combine the strong teaching of Sunday 
school with a relational connectiveness of small groups, while leveraging the 
convenience of Sunday mornings for all. Especially for families with children so 
that childcare is not an issue. With children’s groups, youth groups, and with adult 
community groups, we seek to make Sunday morning the best morning of every 
person’s week as we grow in Christ together! 
 
That idea of town, neighborhood, and street. The church we see as a town. One 
church. But then what neighborhood will we seek to be belonging in? Now, to be 
known and to know others as we seek to do life together, as we seek to engage in 
the Word with others. Again, the discipleship process is best lived out in 
committed relationships. God is seeking to build His Church by His grace and the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
How will First Baptist look like post Covid-19? As always, we look to the fall as see 
how God is seeking to bring us together as we seek to engage with one another as 
a team. Not just one person. One person does not build the Church. One gift does 
not meet all the needs of the Church. One individual does not reach and teach a 



generation. The discipleship process is best lived out in committed relationships as 
God builds His church by His grace, through the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
through the spiritual gifts of His people. 
 
If you are interested in any manner of Community groups, please see me or the 
people that I mentioned earlier because we are currently in the planning and 
implementation steps now. In the Fellowship Hall after the service, we are 
finishing the Spiritual Gifts class. If you have any other questions, please feel free 
to ask and we will hope to provide some answers.  
 
We are seeking out to be explore our spiritual gifts and Community. Again, to 
recognize, discover our gifting, and know how God is seeking to build us 
individually and corporately together. To use those gifts. To develop the gifts as He 
seeks to build His church through us by the power of the Holy Spirit laying on the 
solid foundation which is Jesus Christ. The teaching of the apostles. The confession 
of Jesus Christ of who He is. And I mentioned the apostles there as you see Peter’s 
confession that we read about earlier, “You are the Messiah. The Son of the living 
God.” We will turn to Peter right now as we close this message. In using our 
spiritual gifts, we become the stewards of God’s grace to people. 
 

1 Peter 4:10 
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, 
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 

 

A steward is not an owner. The steward manages. And a steward is called to be 
faithful, trustworthy in what he or she has been given. What is God doing? What is 
His will? Man, He is building His Church. He is building you and me individually or 
corporately. Because of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, believers are called to live 
life differently and use their gifts granted by the Spirit for ministry in the local 
church and beyond. We are stewards of God’s grace as He builds His Church. Let us 
pray. 
 

Heavenly Father, we pray now. We know everything is impossible without 
you. Lord, you are building your church right now. Lord, hear the prays of 
your people as we come before you silently. Lord, fill us with your Holy Spirit 
to overflowing. We seek to be good stewards of your grace that you have 
given us. We seek to be faithful. Lord, we know that you are always faithful, 
and faith is the victory that overcomes the world. Lord, we are grateful. We 



come before you now. Lord, build your Church and invite First Baptist as a 
local church to make a huge difference into this community, into this world. 
Lord, expand our reach. Expand our territory so that you bring glory to 
yourself through your people. Lord, we seek no glory. We only seek your 
glory. We only seek your will. Nothing more, nothing less, and nothing else. O 
God, use this church and bring that revival into this land that we so 
desperately need right here in East Central Minnesota, in this state, in this 
nation. Lord, we look to you to provide for all of our needs. Lord we know 
that you are faithful. Call us to pray. Call us to serve. Call us to love one 
another. We pray this all in your Holy name, Jesus. And God’s church said, 
“Amen.” 

 

Let us close this time of our worship service together as a church of God with a 
blessing that the Holy Spirit inspired Paul to write to the church of Corinth many 
years ago. And let us share this blessing with one another, together as the Church. 
 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit, be with you all. And also, with you. 

 

Let us seek God and be family and enjoy Him this day! God bless you. 


