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Good morning. Welcome to First Baptist Church. We are so glad that you are here 
to worship with us. I want to extend a “Happy Father’s Day” to all the fathers and 
grandfathers and great-grandfathers who are with us. What a joy to gather in the 
Lord’s House, our heavenly Father’s house, to worship Him on Father’s Day. 
 

I had the opportunity to gather with Maggie Treichel’s family as they said good-
bye to Pappa yesterday. So, I know that this is also a day some of us are grieving 
the loss of a day or a father figure in our life. But what a joy to gather and worship 
God on this Father’s Day. 
 

Over the last few weeks, we have been taking a special offering for India. The 
reality is that Covid in India is still a very, very significant problem and concern. 
Some of the pictures that you will see are from one of our missionary couples, Josh 
and Dinu, in India. We have decided as a church family to reach out and love and 
care for them to share God’s blessing and generosity and provision with them. So, 
if you would like to give toward the crisis that is going on in India, these funds will 
go through two missionary couples that we support and pray for who are 
ministering in India specifically for Covid relief. You can give through a check (write 
“India” or “Disaster Relief” or “Covid Relief”) on the memo line, or you can go to 
our online GIVE tab on our website. There is a dropdown menu where you can 
select “Disaster Relief.” Those funds – 100% – will go to help those in India who 
are suffering in this national emergency that they are enduring right now. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 



I also want to let you know that our Set the PACE class will begin this morning 
between the two services from about 9:50am – 10:40am. We would love to have 
you join us for that class. Again, this is a class that we would love every adult at 
First Baptist at some point in time to go through. Some of you went through it in 
the fall and you can testify to how wonderful and helpful that information from 
the class is. It really equips all of us to love people well. Especially those who are 
going through difficult times – those who are struggling or suffering in some 
capacity. Jason Phillips is going to be the primary leader of the class, with some 
others who will be helping him along the way as well. 
 
An exciting announcement! Many of you have been praying that God would 
provide a new Early Childhood Host who would serve our youngest kids and their 
families. Christina Glavan, who is relatively new to First Baptist Church but has a 
lot of experience in early childhood at another church, has accepted the role. So, if 
you see Christina over the course of the next few weeks, or if you hear from 
Christina – either a call or an email – asking if you would like to volunteer and 
serve in that area, say “Yes.” It would be wonderful to have you encourage her and 
pray for her and her family as she settles in to that new role here at First Baptist. 
 
I also want to remind you that if you are a guest with us, whether you are here in 
person or online, we would love to connect with you following the service. If you 
are here in person, we would love to connect with you at the Welcome Center 
which is out in the main lobby. If you are worshiping online, you can go to our 
website homepage and click on the online connection card. Fill out as much 
information as you feel comfortable and then submit that. That will give us a 
chance to welcome you, answer questions that you might have, and make sure 
that you know how to be part of what God is doing in and through First Baptist, 
how you can grow in your relationship to him and with others as well. 
 
Will you join me in prayer as we begin our time of worship together? 
 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that you are our perfect Father. All of us 
earthly fathers have a perfect example to follow after. None of us are 
perfect. We all need your grace, your mercy, your love, and your forgiveness. 
I do thank you for all of the dads here. I thank you for the ways they are 
seeking to be more like You and to love and father their families well. I pray, 
Lord, for your blessing and encouragement on them.  



Lord, as we come before You with joy-filled hearts, with a desire to lift your 
name on high and worship You always, I pray that You would fill this room 
with your presence. Fill our hearts and lives with the Holy Spirit. Help us to 
worship You in spirit and in truth, and to bring honor and glory to your name. 
We thank you for this special time of worshiping You together. And we pray 
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Before we dive into the message, I do want to share with all of you that Pastor 
Scott’s father passed away on Friday. They have so appreciated your prayers in this 
time and appreciate ongoing prayer for comfort and peace. Pastor Scott said that 
his father is experiencing for the first time a heavenly Father’s Day today. Continue 
to pray for them. There are not any other details that we are aware of at this time, 
but we will pass those on to you as we become aware of a funeral, memorial 
service, something along those lines. 
 
As we dive into the Word today, if you like to keep track of the “Words of the 
Day,” any name of God that I use and the word “love.” This morning’s message is 
really Part 2 of a message I preached about six weeks ago on the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. There was an intentional pause in the middle to give all of you an 
opportunity, if you would so choose, to take the Spiritual Gifts Inventory that we 
have made available both online and with written copies. Over 250 of you – 
children, youth, and adults – have taken that survey. We are very excited about 
that! So, this morning we are going to revisit spiritual gifts and talk more about the 
application side of it. How does God want to work through you and through me as 
we serve the Lord, as we serve His church, as we serve out in the community? How 
can God use us for maximum kingdom impact? 
 
Will you join me in prayer? 
 

Father, we do pray for Scott and Stephanie right now. For their children. For 
Scott’s siblings and their families. Lord, we pray that you would draw near to 
each one of them. Reign down on them with your peace, comfort, and love. 
Lord, we thank you that his father is with You. What a beautiful thing to 
celebrate a heavenly Father’s Day. Being in the presence of his Almighty 
Father who made him and loves him and made a way for him to experience 
eternal, everlasting life. Lord, we pray that you would draw near to all those 
who are grieving loss of loved ones over this past year. Again, the Treichel 



family that I got to spend time with yesterday and others who have lost loved 
ones. We pray that you would bring your comfort, peace, and strength into 
each one of their lives. 
 

Lord, we thank you that you have given us the Holy Spirit and that the Holy 
Spirit is the great comforter, that you are with us in the good times and in the 
hard times. Holy Spirit, we thank you that you fill us personally and that you 
fill us corporately. We thank you that you want to use us as a tool in the hand 
of the Master to bring glory to the name of Jesus Christ to carry his work, his 
name, his Good News, everywhere we go and to see lives transformed by the 
Spirit, by the Word, and by our testimony. We thank you, Lord, that you are 
doing that work in our church and pray that you would continue to do that. 
 

Teach us now in this time. Help us each to be open to what you want to say 
to us, Spirit, and what you want to do in us. Help us to be more like Jesus as 
we walk out of here, more ready to respond and serve in the ways that you 
have gifted us so that we can bring your Kingdom here on earth as it is in 
Heaven. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Jesus made a promise. Jesus promised to his disciples and to you and me, “I will 
build my church.” Over the course of the past two thousand years, Jesus, through 
the Spirit, through the Word, and through the people of God, the Body of Christ, 
he has been building His church. And he continues to build his church. That work 
will continue until He returns and establishes His Kingdom on earth. That will 
continue until He calls us all home to be with Him. Until the new heaven and the 
new earth are instituted, Jesus builds his church. And he loves to build it through 
you! And he loves to build it through me. So, Jesus, through the Holy Spirit has 
gifted each one of us with gifts that are meant to build his church, to advance his 
work, to proclaim his Gospel to the people who need to hear. 
 
A little of this at the beginning will be a reminder of what we studied in that 
previous message. And for many of you, this is a reminder from years and years’ 
worth of Bible studies and classes. But it is important to be reminded of this. Then 
we will launch into the part of application in each one of our lives. 
 
In 1 Corinthians 12 verse 1, Paul writes to the Corinthian believers. 
 
 



1 Corinthians 12:1 
Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you 
to be uninformed. 

 

And we as a church family do not want anyone to be uninformed about the ways 
that you have been gifted because your gifting, and exercising your gifts, serving in 
the church, serving in your family, serving in the community is an incredible 
pathway to blessing in the lives of other people as those gifts are exercised 
through you. And in your own life as you use your gifts for the honor and glory of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Continuing on a little later in 1 Corinthians: 
 

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 
There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are 
different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the 
same God at work. Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is 
given for the common good.  
 

Your gifts are given to bless others. It is for the good of the Body. 
 

To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to 
another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one 
Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another 
distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of 
tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are 
the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each 
one, just as he determines. 

 

This first quote we looked at a couple months ago from Duane Tweeten: 
 

“The Holy Spirit unites the church and gifts believers for the building up of 
the body of Christ, so that we might experience the presence of God.” 

 

How many of us need more presence of God in our lives? Every single one of us 
needs more presence of God. God has given you gifts, he has given us his Holy 
Spirit, to unite us and to help us experience the presence of God. 
 



Pastor David Jeremiah 
“You have inside you the capacity to invest your mental, emotional, and 
spiritual gifts in a way that glorifies God, impacts the world, and satisfies your 
own soul. I believe that – and I want you to believe it, too.” 
 

Charles Stanley 
“As God’s children, we are not to be observers; we’re to participate actively 
in the Lord’s work. Spectators sit and watch, but we are called to use our 
spiritual gifts and serve continually.” 
 

In the church today, at least across this nation, there are far too many spectator 
Christians. There are far too many Christians who fill the stands of these sports 
arenas and cheer on the 10% or 20% who are “playing in the game” and doing all 
the work. “Yay, way to go!” But are not recognizing that they themselves are called 
to be in the game, that they themselves are called to be actively engaged using 
their gifts, participating in the Lord’s work, and being part of His plan of bringing 
his Good News and salvation to everyone. 
 
Again, as a reminder, there are several texts in the Bible that teach about spiritual 
gifts. These are some of the ones that list some of the spiritual gifts: Romans 12, 1 
Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4, 1 Peter 4. There are lots of other passages that talk 
about gifts in some capacity, but this is where you will find the list below: 
 

Apostle Word of knowledge 
Prophecy Faith 
Service Gifts of healing 
Teaching Working of miracles 
Exhortation Prophecy 
Giving – Generosity Distinguish between spirits 
Leadership Tongues 
Mercy Interpretation of tongues 
Word of wisdom 

 
These are the gifts identified in Scripture in each one of those texts that God has 
given over the course of 2,000 years to His people for the building up of His 
church. For the proclamation of His gospel. For drawing other people into His 
kingdom and into His eternal family. 



Again, we are partnering with a ministry called Church Growth. They are the ones 
who put together that inventory/survey that many of you have done. Most 
scholars believe that there are three groupings of gifts. 
 

1. Miraculous Gifts 
Apostle 
Tongues 
Interpretations of Tongues 
Miracles 
Healing 
 

Let me pause for just a second to say, and many of you are aware of this, but there 
is a debate about these miraculous gifts. Where these gifts were given in the age 
of the apostles for that unique season in the life of the church so that the Gospel 
could spread rapidly, that many people could come to faith in Jesus Christ, and 
they could form the foundation of the Lord’s work going forward. But these gifts as 
that age of apostles died out, these gifts ceased to be used or given by the Holy 
Spirit. That is one line of thinking within Christianity. And some of you might have 
that line of understanding that these are gifts that are no longer given by the Spirit 
or used by the Spirit in the lives of believers. And that is okay. If that is where your 
best understanding and interpretation of Scripture and application today lands, 
that is okay. I am not here to tell you that you are wrong.  

 
I personally believe that the gifts are all still given to this day. And I believe that 
there is good evidence if you look around the world of what God is doing. Perhaps 
there is less evidence if you look at the American church. But if you speak to 
believers who are ministering in developing countries around the world, you will 
hear of the miraculous happening on quite a frequent basis. 
 
Josh and Dinu are one of our missionary couples who lead a church planting and 
pastor training movement in India where they have literally trained and sent out 
thousands upon thousands upon thousands of church planters, and they have sent 
out and seen God produce tens of thousands of churches in India in small villages 
all throughout that nation. What they do is give some basic Bible, theology, and 
leadership training to these ordinary men. They send them out in pairs and say, 
“Go to a village where they have not heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ and watch 
what the Spirit of God does.” So, they will go out. They will bring the Gospel. They 



will begin praying for people in that village. God does signs and wonders and 
miracles. As Josh was sharing this with me, he just had this huge smile on his face 
that God heals people! God does miracles! And guess what? When you show up in 
a village, you are new to that village and God is doing the miraculous through you, 
suddenly the whole village wants to hear what you have to say. And God gives 
birth to the church in those villages. Again, thousands upon thousands upon 
thousands of churches have been planted in that way. 
 
Again, there is maybe more debate about the gift of apostleship. Some would say 
if that still is given today, that is what we often see in our missionary couples who 
get sent out to preach the Gospel and plant churches and see the movement of 
the Spirit in an area that had never heard the Word before. Some might say that is 
the one gift that is no longer given by the Lord because that was unique to the 
apostles and Paul. The 12 minus one in Judas, but adding Matthias and adding 
Paul, there were really only 13 apostles, and that gift is no longer given any more. 
 
So, that is a primer on miraculous gifts. You can to a “deep dive” in many different 
ways on those gifts if you would like to learn more about them. 
 
I do wonder if maybe some of the reasons we do not see those gifts in the same 
way in this country as we do in other countries, is perhaps it is a dependence on 
God thing. It is easy for us in the midst of our own wisdom, abilities, or 
provisions/resources to maybe not need God in the same way. At least we do not 
think or act like we need God in the same way as in developing world countries. 
So, maybe it is a dependence on God thing. 
 
Maybe it is a little bit of us having human answers. When it comes to someone 
who is very sick, we have excellent doctors, hospitals, medicines, and those kinds 
of things. So, maybe it is a faith and trust in God thing. There are probably all kinds 
of reasons that might speak to that. 
 
I have witnessed, and I know some of you have witnessed, God doing the 
miraculous in our country and in our church. So, I believe that those gifts are still 
given today. 
 

 



2. Enabling Gifts 
Faith 
Discernment 
Wisdom 
Knowledge 
 

3. Team Gifts 
Evangelism 
Prophecy 
Teaching 
Exhortation 
Shepherding 
Mercy Showing 
Serving 
Giving 
Administration 
 

We have been focusing primarily on these nine team gifts. The 9 “Team 
Gifts” are job, activity, ministry, or task-oriented gifts. They are functional for 
service in the local church. And the fun thing is, over 250 of you have now 
taken that inventory. I know that many of you had an awareness of your gifts 
even before taking that. But for those of you that that description is true of, 
hopefully it was an encouragement and a reminder, and it built you up that 
God has given you these gifts to use to serve the Lord and serve the church. 
 

For others maybe this was a new idea that you have been gifted in these 
ways. The survey does not tell you for sure how you have been gifted, but it 
is a good guide. It is a way to begin the exploration of, “Lord, are these the 
gifts that you have entrusted to me?” 
 

Let us continue on now in Scripture. We are going to go to the end of the chapter 
of 1 Corinthians 12. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:27-31a 
Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. And 
God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third 
teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, 
and of different kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? 



Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do 
all speak in tongues? Do all interpret?  
 

The rhetorical answer to all of those is “No!” Not everyone has all of these 
gifts. But I included this partially because of this last sentence of Paul’s words 
here. 

 

Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. 
 

I share that with you because for me, for much of my life following Jesus, even well 
into adulthood, for much of my understanding I believed that when I had received 
the Holy Spirit, I had received the gifts of the Spirit in the way that God intended 
for the rest of my life. Meaning, if God had given me the spiritual gifts of wisdom, 
leadership, and shepherding (those are the three gifts that I believe God has given 
to me most strongly) that those were the gifts, period, that I would receive over 
the course of my life.  
 
But then someone wiser than I, more godly than I, walked me through this passage 
and said, “Now, why would Paul write to the Corinthians believers (and by 
extension to all the believers) to eagerly desire the greater gifts if, in fact, God 
cannot give you different gifts than the ones you have already received when you 
placed your faith in Jesus Christ?” I thought, “Hmmm. That is a really good 
question.” And I do not have a good answer to that unless the Holy Spirit can give 
you additional spiritual gifts at different points in your growth and development of 
becoming more like Christ. 
 
Since that time when God revealed that to my heart and mind, I have just had an 
openness, “Lord, I want to receive, and work in, and minister out of every gift that 
you want to give to me because I want your church to be built up. I want your 
work to go forward in the greatest way possible. And if you have given me a gift, it 
is for the common good. It is for the building up of the Church. It is for the 
advancement of the Gospel message.” 
 
Maybe some of you will discover, even if some of you are a little bit later in life, a 
gift that God has given you recently that He wants to use to build up the Church, to 
build yourself up in Jesus Christ, to be a part of His work in this world. So, I love 
that concept of just being open. “God, at any point in time, if you want to give me 
another gift, I receive it. Help me to understand that you have gifted me in that 



way and help me to flow out of that gift. To use that gift. To exercise it for your 
honor and glory and building of the Church. 
 
Now these next few slides are similar to what I shared a couple of months ago 
when it comes to exploring our spiritual gifts. When you click on the RESOURCES 
tab on our website, you can then click on the SPIRITUAL GIFTS tab, and you will see 
this screen. In the middle you will see the “Take the Spiritual Gifts Inventory” 
section. We encourage all of you to do this at some point in time. We would love 
for everyone at First Baptist to take the inventory. It takes about 15-20 minutes. I 
know that some of the questions maybe are not worded in the way that you would 
like, or some of them you do not fully understand. That is okay. Just work your way 
through that as best you can. 

 
This is a screen that you will not see. But this is a 
screen of the 127 people who have taken it from 
our church family. The pie chart is actually a 
breakdown of the giftings of all of you who are in 
our system. Now, if you did a paper copy of the 
inventory and you would like to be included in the 
information that is online through this database, 
you can simply share with us, “Here were my top 
three gifts.” and we can plug you into this. You do 
not have to complete the inventory online to get in 



there, but you do have to let us know in the office, or contact any pastor, and we 
can plug your information in so that you can be included in that. Now, the pie 
chart is too small for you to see well, but 19.7% of you have the gift or scored very 
high in the gift of mercy showing. And 19.7% of you scored very high in the gift of 
shepherding. Those are just two examples from this nine.  
 
The least one out of all of these is prophecy. There are not very many of us who 
have sensed that God has given us the gift of prophecy. Or as we did that survey,  
it did not come out on top. But there is pretty equal distribution of mercy showing, 
shepherding, and serving. They were the three highest. And over half of us have 
one of those three. But what is really cool is to see how God has gifted His church 
and to see why we are all necessary. 
 
Now you might say, “Well, listen. If 20% of us have the gift of mercy showing, it 
really does not matter if I am exercising that gift because there are a whole bunch 
of other people who have that gift who can fill those roles. Well, the next picture is 
a list of these nine gifted areas (this is on our website). If you click on any one of 
those (or if you are someone where technology is not your friend, we as a staff 
would love to come alongside you and walk through this with you to say, “What 
are the one, two, or three gifts that you scored highest in that you would like to 
learn more about?”) you will find opportunities to serve at First Baptist Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



As an example, I have selected mercy showing because so many of you have that 
gift. When you click on that, you will see this screen and it will take you to a list: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now you just see the beginning of that list, but there are 25 different ministry 
roles here at First Baptist Church that can utilize the gift of mercy showing. So, we 
have lots of ways. If you click on any one of those plus signs, it will open for you a 
job description of here is what this role looks like. Here is what the approximate 
commitment is. Here are some of the other gifts that are helpful in this role. Here 
is who to contact if you are interested in maybe serving in this capacity. Here is 
who you would be working with. That basic information is available in there.  
 
When it comes to shepherding, there are 41 different ministry roles at First Baptist 
Church that you can serve in that utilize that gift of shepherding. So, the bottom 
line is, we need all of you! More importantly, God needs all of you! God desires to 
work through every single one of you in your gifting to build his Church, to 
advance His mission here of helping people know, love, and become like Jesus, to 
see His vision that He has given us become a reality. We need everyone to be 



actively participating as Pastor Stanley said to be engaged in this so we can see 
God’s work move forward in the way that He desires us to. 
We can print paper copies of these job descriptions for you if you would like to 
have a paper copy in your hand. 
 
The rest of this is really some important questions for you. Some personal 
application questions as we discover our gifts and seek to exercise them for the 
glory of God for the building of his Church for the advancement of His mission. 
 
How will God use you? 

1. Are you yielded to the Holy Spirit? 
Do you wake up each morning saying, “Jesus, I want to live for you; and Holy 
Spirit, I need your help. I want to be completely committed and surrendered 
to you today. Thank you that you live in me. Thank you that you are 
constantly speaking to me, leading me, guiding me. Thank you that you use 
the Word of God to bring encouragement and correction and inspiration, 
wisdom, and knowledge to bear on my life. Holy Spirit, I am yielded to you. I 
want to be someone who walks in step with you, who lives according to your 
leadership every moment of my life.” 

 

2. Are you aware of the gifts the Spirit has given you? 
Again, many of you have known this for many years and you have been 
exercising and using those gifts for years. Maybe there is a new gift that God 
wants to lavish on you at some point in time and help you discover how to 
exercise and flow out of that gift in the weeks, months, and years ahead. 
 

Have you taken the survey? Not that you have to take the survey to know 
your gifts. I want to say this again. The best way to know how God has gifted 
us is to serve. And in service, where all of a sudden, we see supernatural 
fruit, we see God doing things that go way beyond the simple explanation of, 
“Well, yes, I have some ability, or knowledge, or wisdom in that area.” but 
where God is blessing us. He is using us. He is bringing his life and love to 
bear on the lives of other people. That is how we know for sure where we 
are gifted. But are you aware of the gifts the Spirit has given you? 
 

3. Are you using and growing in your gifting? 
For almost all of us – now, the gift of miracles as a for instance, I believe that 
that is a gift that God has given to some people (or the gift of healing is 



another good example) where God chooses in that moment in a powerful 
way to exercise that gift and creates a miracle or brings a healing and all 
glory goes to God. I think that character and depth of humility is so often tied 
to those who have those kind of giftings because if you walk up to a man who 
has one leg and you say to this man, “Would you like another leg?” and you 
pray for that man, and a leg grows back, you had better be a really humble 
person. Right? Think about what would come with that ability.  
 

I think that is why we see the apostles, and so many of these incredible 
miracles were being done through them because they had walked with Jesus. 
They had had the ultimate example of humility – God in the flesh – and they 
had seen exercised His incredible miracle-working power with incredible 
humility. So, those gifts are something that God just does through you. Most 
gifts need to be exercised in order for us to grow in using those gifts. We get 
better at mercy showing. We get better at prophesying. We get better at 
shepherding as we exercise those gifts. 
 

How many of you at one point in time have played a sport and then gone 
years and years, or maybe decades before you play that sport again, and you 
recognize that some of the skills you once had are no longer present? When 
you do not exercise or use those skills, when you do not exercise or use your 
spiritual gifts, you get rusty. Yet the more you flow out of them, the more 
that you use them, the more you are strengthened and built up, the stronger 
and more powerful the Spirit works through you within those giftings. 
 

4. Are you actively serving in the church? 
Again, it is going to take every single person who calls First Baptist Church 
their church home in order to see the mission of God go forward in the way 
that He desires it to. We need all of you serving out of your giftings. That also 
helps present a huge problem. 
 

Many of you have been part of this church or other churches where you have 
the 80/20 rule in effect where 20% of the people are doing 80% of the work. 
That is exhausting! God did not design or intend the church to function in 
that way. He designed the church to function where 100% of the people 
would each be doing their 1% of the work. That all of us would be 
contributing in the ways that God has designed, gifted, and called us to. And 
that leads to great joy! And the building up of the church in a better way 



because when 20% of the people are doing 80% of the work, what you end 
up with is people who have to serve outside of their gifted areas because 
there are so many needs and holes that have to be covered. So, the work of 
the church is inhibited because some of us are not using our gifts and others 
are serving in areas where they are not gifted. This leads to frustration and 
burnout. 
 

So, how does God want to use you in the church? There are lots and lots of ways 
to serve. I want to have us stand now as I read the very end of 1 Corinthians 12 
and all of chapter 13 because the reality is this. This is only profitable if we listen to 
what Paul says. In our bibles we have chapters and verses. We have headings. 
When Paul wrote this letter to the Corinthian believers, none of that existed. Paul 
flowed seamlessly from this discussion on spiritual gifts, on building up the church, 
on being unified as a church family, into chapter 13. Let us listen to what he says 
there. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:31b-13:13 
And yet I will show you the most excellent way. 
 

If I speak in tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only 
a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy 
and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith 
that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give 
all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may 
boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but 
rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres. 
 

Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where 
there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will 
pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when 
completeness comes what is in part disappears. When I was a child, I 
talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I 
became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. For now we see 



only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I 
know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 
 

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of 
these is love. 

 

Love has to be at the foundation of all of this or it does not mean anything. 
 
J. D. Greear wrote this: 
 

“Without love even the most radical devotion to God is of no value to Him. 
Let me make sure that sinks in…. You can gain all the spiritual gifts in the 
world. You can take the most radical steps of obedience. You can share every 
meal with the homeless in your city. You can memorize the book of Leviticus. 
You can pray each morning for four hours like Martin Luther. But if what you 
do does not flow out of a heart of love – a heart that does those things 
because it genuinely desires to do them – it is ultimately worthless to God.” 

 
Brothers and sisters, the Holy Spirit wants to develop and unleash Agape Love, 
Christ-like love, in and through your life as you exercise the spiritual gifts that He 
has entrusted to each and every one of you in order to glorify God, strengthen the 
church, and spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. What an incredible invitation! 
What a wonderful journey. What a privilege to do this together as a body here at 
First Baptist Church. 
 
Let us pray together. 
 

God, I thank you that you have gifted each one of my brothers and sisters 
here. I thank you for the ways that you use those gifts to build up your 
church and to advance the Gospel of Jesus Christ. To see your kingdom come 
and your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Lord, I pray that we would 
be people who are submitted to the Spirit every moment of every day. We 
desire to honor and glorify and lift high the name of Jesus in our words, our 
actions, in the ways that we think, in our attitudes and the ways that we 
respond to others. We want to glorify you, Jesus.  
 

And Holy Spirit, we need you. We cannot do that on our own. We are 
desperate for you to do your work in us and through us. Help us, as we have 
studied over the course of the last couple of weeks, be formed into the 



character of Jesus Christ. Help us to pursue Him and love Him and desire Him 
above all else. 
 

Father, help us to bring honor and glory to your name as we live for you and 
walk in obedience by your Holy Spirit to your Word. 
 

Jesus, we thank you that you gave us the Law of Love. That you welcomed us 
into a covenant of love. That you have given us an opportunity by your Spirit 
to walk in the gifts, to flow out of these gifts, and to see you build your 
Church and build your Kingdom as we do that. Help us to courageously say 
“yes” to you. To recognize that this is an incredible opportunity before us. To 
see your love flow from us as we use the gifts to bring honor and glory to 
your name. We pray this in your holy name, Jesus. Amen. 

 

I want to reiterate that we as a church family want to love, encourage, bless, and 
help you in any way we can when it comes to you discovering and living out of the 
gifts that the Holy Spirit has given to each one of you. So, if there is anything that I 
can do, if there is anything that we can do as a church family, beyond what we 
already tried to do and set up, we would love to do that. We would be honored 
and blessed to do that with you. 
 

Lord, bless your church and help us be a blessing to You, to one another, and 
to the world around us by the leading and empowering, the filling of your 
Holy Spirit. May we honor You and love and serve one another. We pray this 
in your heavenly name. Amen. 
 

Have a blessed day. Seek God and be family. 


