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Good morning. As we prepare for our worship service together, I want to welcome 
you to First Baptist Church. Whether you are here in person or online, it is a joy to 
have you worshiping Jesus with us. 
 
We have a lot of things that God is doing here and a lot of things that we are very 
excited about, so listen in as I share some information about some of those things 
that God is doing or has in store for you and for our church family. The first thing is 
to let you know that this Sunday is the last Sunday to give to the India relief 
offering for Covid. The last day to give would be Wednesday, June 30. So, if you 
have not given yet but you sense God wanting you to give, you can give through 
the offering. Write “India” or “Covid relief” in the memo line. Or you can give 
online through our website’s GIVE tab, selecting “Disaster Relief” from the 
dropdown menu. Thank you to many of you who have given already. 
 
Set the PACE class began last Sunday, but it is not too late to jump in and be part of 
that class. It is a class designed to help all of us learn how to better love and care 
for people. We can do that in a lot of really wonderful meaningful ways. The class 
happens right after this service downstairs. The Set the PACE class is available 
online through our website as well if you would like to do it there. You can contact 
us in the office, and we will help you with that. We would love to have you join us 
at some point in time for that class. 
 
We have a women’s summer gathering on JUL 7, from 4pm – 7pm. We would love 
to have you join us if you are a lady. We are going to be out on the south lawn. If 
you have a chair you can bring with you, please do that. There will be food, lawn 
games, some music and worship. It will be a great time of gathering together as 
women to encourage each other and build each other up. 
 



You have been hearing about Community Groups now for a couple of months. We 
have some gatherings over the course of this summer. As a reminder, we have two 
confirmed community group launches this fall. One of them will be the launch of 
the Generations class, which is really more of a re-launch. Joel and Donna Reiter 
will be giving leadership to that class again this year. And the other class that is 
confirmed is called “The Walk” because we are seeking to live and walk according 
to Jesus’ way, to His example, to his Word. How do we do that in this crazy, mixed 
up, upside down world that we live in? The Walk has a special social gathering on 
JUL 11. That is a Sunday. We would love to have you join us for that. It is going to 
be on the south lawn following the second service. We will feed you. This is open 
to all ages. Both Generations community group and The Walk community group 
will be open to anyone of any age, so you are more than welcome to join us that 
Sunday. Because we are feeding you, we would love to know in advance. There is 
going to be an email going out tomorrow with more information and an 
opportunity for you to register so that we have enough food to feed all of you on 
that Sunday. 
 
We also have GriefShare launching on Monday, JUL 12. Steve and Judy Tunell are 
going to be facilitating this class. It is going to be here at church on Monday nights, 
from 6:30pm – 8:30pm. Many of us are walking through grief over what happened 
over the past 15 months over loved ones that we have lost recently or maybe a 
long time ago. But there is still a process of healing that God is walking you 
through. We would love to have you be part of that GriefShare class. If you want 
more information you can go to our website and under the Care Ministries section, 
you can look up all the information there, or contact anyone of us on staff, contact 
the main office, we would love to get you registered for the GriefShare class 
starting Monday, JUL 12. 
 
And I have a praise to share! All of you were praying (or at least most of you were 
praying) over the course of this last week for Sports Camp. We had, I believe, over 
the course of the week well over 70 kids who were part of Sports Camp. On 
Thursday, as the Gospel was shared, 14 kids placed their faith in Jesus Christ and 
prayed to receive Him as their Lord and Savior! So, thank you for praying! Continue 
to pray for those kids! Continue to pray for their families! And pray that we would 
be a source of encouragement and guidance and help them grow in their faith in 
Jesus Christ. 



Also, we gave out bibles to a bunch of kids who said, “We do not have a bible.” So, 
thank you for your generosity. Thank you for your prayers. It is through your 
prayers, through your giving, through your service that God is able to do that kind 
of work in our midst. 
 
Finally, if you are a guest, we would love to connect with you through our website 
(if you are watching online) go to our homepage at firstbaptistcambridge.org and 
click on the online Connection Card. And if you are here in person, we would love 
to connect with you at the Welcome Center at the conclusion of this service. Then 
you can make your way downstairs to the class that will be happening in between. 
We would love to meet you and answer any questions that you might have and 
bless you and pray for you as our guest. 
 
Will you join me in prayer as we begin our time of worship together? 
 

God, we thank you for the gift of these times gathering in your House, 
declaring your greatness, worshiping You in spirit and in truth. We pray that 
you would draw us near to yourself. Holy Spirit, once again we thank you for 
this opportunity that we have had over these last few months to learn more 
about you and what it means to be the spirit-filled, spirit-led, spirit-
empowered people of God. We desire to do that faithfully, to trust in You, to 
depend on You, to cry out to You, to receive the gifts that You have and flow 
in those gifts. We want to be your people in the way that you desire us to be. 
 

We pray that you would encourage and strengthen us now as we give 
ourselves to You now. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Good morning! My name is Dan DeRushia. I am one of the pastors here if you do 
not know me. It is a privilege this morning for me to have the opportunity to bring 
a close to this message series that we have been in about the Holy Spirit.  
 
If you are like my kids and like to follow along with the “Words of the Day,” we can 
be marking any name of God – Father, Son, Holy Spirit – and also the word “work.” 
Before we dive in to the rest of this message, I invite you to pray with me. 
 

Heavenly Father, thank you for your presence here. Holy Spirit, we are 
grateful that You are among us and that you are in us. We worship You. We 
pray now that as we turn to your Word, that You would teach us, encourage 



us, empower us, and strengthen us by your Word. We thank you for the 
privilege that we have of learning from You when being led by You. 
 

Now I pray Lord that as I speak, that any words that are from me would fall 
away. But if they are from you, Lord, that you would allow them to come 
deep into our hearts. We love you and we commit the rest of this morning to 
you. We pray this in the name of your precious Son, Jesus. Amen. 

 

Recently I began taking some online master’s courses in Business. I have a 
seminary degree in Marriage and Family Therapy and an undergraduate degree in 
Christian Ministries. And both of those degrees have been incredibly helpful to me 
so far in 14 ½ years of ministry here at First Baptist. Lately it has become apparent 
to me that I have a knowledge gap in the area of business administration, 
management, those kinds of things. They are areas of interest and I see them as 
areas that could be of significant benefit as I continue to lead within the church. 
However, they are areas where I have no formal training and I have very limited 
knowledge. 
 
Has anyone in this room ever stepped into a class or a training opportunity that is 
at a higher level than you might have realized when you signed up? Anybody? I see 
one hand; one honest person in the room. Yeah. You come into the class and you 
kind of begin to feel over your head rather immediately? Well, right now I am in 
the midst of a class like that. I am currently about halfway through a master’s level 
“introduction” to project management. It feels like a fire hose of charts and 
charters, diagrams and schematics, flow charts and Gant charts, work charts and 
inputs and outputs, and deliverables and risks, and financial projections, and 
project diagrams are currently haunting my dreams. 
 
Over the course of the next several weeks, somehow the content of these two 
rather “tiny” books is supposed to make its way off of the pages of these books 
and into my brain. I am not sure it is going to get there. It feels overwhelming. It 
feels daunting. I want to know this information. I am interested in learning how to 
apply this information. And yet the quantity and depth of information provided in 
this class, coupled with my lack of knowledge or experience in this area prior to 
starting this class makes my brain feel like it is ready to explode. 
 



I do know that over time as I process this material it will start to sink in. And I also 
know that there is no way that in eight weeks I will become an expert in the area 
of project management. So, my hope is that over the course of the next several 
weeks I will gain enough knowledge to effectively take the next step in my 
understanding of this subject area. I mean, that is really all that I can hope for. 
Right? A decent grade would be nice, too. 
 
I share this with you because I think that for many of us this series on the Holy 
Spirit may feel similarly. We came into the series knowing that we have a 
knowledge gap as it relates to the person and the work of the Holy Spirit. We know 
that a deeper understanding of the Holy Spirit is important and beneficial to our 
walk with Jesus and yet, here we are on week 12 looking more closely at Holy 
Spirit, and if you are anything like me, you are more aware now of how much you 
do not know about the Holy Spirit than you were when we began. 
 
That being said, like my Intro to Project Management class, the purpose of these 
three months has not been to make us experts in the Holy Spirit. But rather to give 
us enough information to take the next steps in our relationship with the Holy 
Spirit. I have been overwhelmed and overjoyed and amazed as we have walked 
through this study of the Holy Spirit together. The ways the Spirit works in the 
world and in individuals, and in and through the church are truly awe-inspiring. 
 
As I was preparing this closing message in this series, I began by looking back at 
the other messages that have been shared creating a list of as many of the 
different roles and names and attributes of the Holy Spirit as I could notice or 
articulate throughout the preceding messages. I am not going to share specific 
details of very many of the items on this list. Rather, I am simply going to read this 
list and I am going to see if it has the same effect on you that it had on me when I 
was compiling it. So, here goes: 
 

• The Holy Spirit is not a power or force or feeling; rather the Spirit is a person.  

• The Holy Spirit is fully God, all-powerful, all-knowing, everywhere present, 
the power of the Most High, a holy wind, the breath of creation.  

• The Spirit is the inspiration of Scripture. Also called the Scripture-breather, 
the presence of God, the testimony of God, the miracle worker.  

 



• The Spirit is the source of rebirth. The seal for redemption. The revealer of 
Christ. Even the very presence of Christ.  

• The Spirit is the strength of the Christian. The strength of the Church. The 
church multiplier, uniter, expander, and transformer.  

• The Spirit is the gift giver, the fruit bringer, the enabler, and renewal giver.  

• The Spirit is our regenerator, sanctifier, need meet-er, sustainer, mediator, 
and character developer.  

• The Holy Spirit is the indweller and empowerment of believers. The bringer 
of revival, of conviction and motivation.  

• The Spirit is the spirit of truth, the spirit of counsel, the spirit of prophecy, 
the spirit of wisdom, the spirit of light, of love, of joy, of peace, of patience, 
of kindness, of goodness, of gentleness, of faithfulness, and of self-control. 

• The Spirit of generosity. 

• The Spirit of power. 

• The Spirit of might. 

• The Spirit of holiness, of fire, of justice, of grace, of life. 

• The Holy Spirit is the spirit of the Sovereign Lord. 

• The Spirit of the living God. 

• The Spirit of glory. A river of living water. The leader of God’s children. 

• The Spirit is a witness to God. Our guide. Our teacher. 

• The Holy Spirit is our intercessor, our advocate, our counselor, our 
strengthener, our helper, our friend, and our comforter. 

• And so much more! 
 

It is not an extensive list by any means. And yet isn’t this amazing! All of that and 
more is true of the Holy Spirit. In fact, as we have been working our way through 
this series, we have been reminded time and time again that the Spirit is not able 
to be captured in words. There is no adequate description. This image is just 
simply a collection of completely inadequate descriptions of the Holy Spirit.  
 
I hope that you can see now that there truly is no way to fully comprehend the 
magnitude and power and love and glory that is the Holy Spirit. To grow 
independence on the One within us whom we know is beyond our 
comprehension. That is what this series has been about. Painting such a 
miraculous and gigantic picture of the Spirit that we walk away fully amazed at the 



person, the power, and the glory which chooses to live within each of us who have 
placed our faith in Jesus. 
 
Having said all of that, I do want to spend a little time today looking more closely 
at a powerful teaching that comes right at the end of Jesus’ ministry on earth. 
Several times in the past few months, Pastor Jared has mentioned the portion of 
the Gospel of John known as the “Upper Room Discourse.” This is the recorded 
account of the last discussion and last meal that Jesus shared with his disciples 
before his crucifixion. This portion of the Gospel of John represents the last words 
of teaching and encouragement that Jesus desired to share with his closest friends 
knowing that within hours he would be handed over to be tortured and killed.  
 
Ultimately, this teaching could be viewed as what Jesus saw as the most important 
thing for his disciples to know. This upper room discourse represents the close of 
Jesus’ teaching. What comes immediately after this teaching in John’s gospel is the 
account of Jesus’ betrayal, suffering, and death. So, we should look closely at this 
portion of Scripture to see how Jesus desired to transition from his earthly ministry 
into what comes next. This conversation was a big deal! It was the last time that 
Jesus and his best friends were together before his death. 
 
I have had the privilege of helping families as they plan funerals and memorial 
services for their loved ones. And more often than not, a significant portion of 
these planning conversations revolve around these last conversations that they 
had with the loved one who has passed because final conversations are so 
important. People remember the last words that their loved ones say to them. 
They are important.  
 
Jesus’ disciples did not know that this would be the last time they were going to be 
with Jesus. But Jesus did. Jesus knew how important the last words you hear from 
someone you love are. So, he chose his message and his words very purposefully. 
 
Would you turn in your bibles to the Gospel of John, chapter 14, verse 15? I would 
like to invite you to put yourself in the disciples’ shoes and imagine looking back 
on this last conversation with Jesus the way that they would have. Jesus has just 
finished explaining to them in the clearest terms that he has ever used that he 
would be leaving them soon. He encourages them and comforts them, reminding 



them that the Father has prepared a place for them with him. And that the way to 
this place is through a relationship with Jesus. He reminds them that they will have 
direct access to the Father through prayer and that their prayers have power. Then 
he promises the Holy Spirit. We are going to pick up this discourse in verse 15. This 
is Jesus speaking. 
 

John 14:15-27 
“If you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the Father, and he 
will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever – 
the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees 
him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be 
in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before long, 
the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, 
you also will live. On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, 
and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and 
keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be 
loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.” 
 

Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to 
show yourself to us and not to the world?” 
 

Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father 
will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with 
them. Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These 
words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent 
me. 
“All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things 
and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not 
let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” 

 

Then Jesus goes on in chapter 15 to teach about the necessity of remaining or 
abiding in Him. It is only through abiding in Christ that our lives can bear any fruit. I 
love the beautiful connection between the fruit that we bear by abiding in Christ 
and the fruit of the Spirit that Paul speaks of. I am not going to unpack that 
connection here, but I would encourage you to put a marker in your bible in John 
15 and also a marker in Galatians 5:13-26. And sometime in the next couple of 



days, I would encourage you to go and read these two passages together as we 
hear of the fruit that comes through abiding in Christ and the fruit of the Spirit. I 
love the way that Jesus’ words and Paul’s words overlap. 
 
Then after this teaching about bearing fruit, Jesus reminds his disciples that just 
like the world has hated him, the world will hate them. He is seeking to prepare his 
disciples for no longer being with them and He wants them to know that it will not 
be easy. The world will hate and persecute them just as the world hated and 
persecuted him. And yet here is where we pick back up in the teaching from Jesus 
on the Holy Spirit. 
 
This is Jesus speaking again. 
 

John 15:26-16 – 16:15, 33 
“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father – 
the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father – he will testify about 
me. And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the 
beginning. 
 

“All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. They will put you 
out of the synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills 
you will think they are offering a service to God. They will do such 
things because they have not known the Father or me. I have told you 
this, so that when their time comes you will remember that I warned 
you about them. I did not tell you this from the beginning because I was 
with you, but now I am going to him who sent me. None of you asks 
me, ‘Where are you going?’ Rather, you are filled with grief because I 
have said these things. But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I 
am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; 
but if I go, I will send him to you. When he comes, he will prove the 
world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 
about sin, because people do not believe in me; about righteousness, 
because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and 
about judgment, because the prince of this world now stands 
condemned. 
 

“I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But 
when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. 



He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he 
will tell you what is yet to come. He will glorify me because it is from 
me that he will receive what he will make known to you. All that 
belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive 
from me what he will make known to you….” 
 

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this 
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world.” 

 

Here we have Jesus just hours before his death. And in his final words to his 
disciples, he is seeking to bring peace and comfort to them. To remind them that 
he will not leave them powerless. He says: 
 

Jesus the Exhorter 
“My peace I give you” 
“I will not leave you as orphans” 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled” 
“I have loved you as the Father has loved me, remain in that love” 
“I chose you” 
“If you ask it in my name, the Father will give it to you” 
“I have chosen you out of the world” 
“I am telling you this so you will not fall away” 
“It will be hard when I leave, you will have trouble” 
“But the Holy Spirit will guide you and empower you” 
“I want you to have peace. Yes, this world will be hard, but take heart, I have  
    already overcome the world!” 

 

What encouragement from the mouth of Jesus! Talk about the gift of exhortation! 
Jesus is an encourager here. Jesus desires peace and power for His disciples in this 
troubling world, and He desires peace and power for all of us as well. But how, in 
light of all that is happening for the disciples and for us, how is this peace and this 
power even accessible? 
 
For an answer to this question, I want to do a little bit of a word study. There are 
several times in this passage when John uses the word that here is translated 
“Advocate” to describe the Holy Spirit. But as is in the case with any translation, 
words in original languages often have more depth in their meaning than can be 



unpacked in a single translation. The word translated here as “Advocate” is the 
Greek word: Paraklētos which is Latinized to Paraclete. (I am not talking about the 
little, tiny bird that is often a popular household pet.) 
 
John is the only New Testament author that uses this term in his writing. And he 
uses it exclusively to refer to the Holy Spirit in this upper room discourse. The 
word translated in the NIV (New International Version) has Advocate, which 
certainly is a powerful translation. However, it is helpful to understand that over 
the centuries theologians have translated this word in multiple different ways. 
Because in all reality, the true definition that Jesus is intending is much broader 
than simply the word “Advocate.” Other translations include “Comforter” (KJV – 
King James Version), “Helper” (ESV – English Standard Version), “Friend” (The 
Message), and “Counselor” (RSV – Revised Standard Version). To gain a more 
complete understanding of this word, I am going to read John 14:15-17 from the 
Amplified bible (AMP) which is a bible that collects multiple different translations 
of key words and amplifies those words on the page so you can see a better, more 
broad understanding of the translation. 
 

John 14:15-17 (AMP) 
“If you [really] love Me, you will keep and obey My commandments. 
And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper 
(Comforter, Advocate, Intercessor – Counselor, Strengthener, Standby), 
to be with you forever the Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot 
receive [and take to its heart] because it does not see Him or know 
Him, but you know Him because He (the Holy Spirit) remains with you 
continually and will be in you.” 

 

The Paraclete, the Holy Spirit, is our helper, comforter, advocate, intercessor, 
counselor, strengthener, standby, and friend. That is why the disciples can take 
heart and have peace in the midst of the impending loss of Jesus. It is also why the 
disciples can know that there will be power even in the physical absence of Jesus. 
Not only does Jesus promise the Paraclete, the Holy Spirit, the Advocate, 
Counselor, and Comforter, but Jesus says the Father will send another Paraclete. 
The implication here is that Jesus himself is also a Paraclete and he is saying, “I, the 
current Paraclete, am leaving. But once I am gone, another Paraclete – another 
helper, advocate, comforter, and strengthener – is coming to live within you.”  
 



In John 16:7 Jesus says that it is good that He leaves so that the other Paraclete 
will come. This implies that there is more that God intends to do through the work 
of the Holy Spirit. There is different work to be done through another Paraclete 
that was not to be accomplished through Jesus. In a very real sense in this final 
discourse, Jesus is seeking to prepare the disciples for the reality that as his 
ministry on earth comes to an end, He is passing the baton to the Holy Spirit 
working in and through them; in and through you and me. 
 
Hours after this teaching, after having been betrayed, arrested, denied, beaten, 
tortured, and crucified, moments before breathing his last breath, John records 
the last words of Jesus before his resurrection. In John 19:23-30 we read this. 
 

John 19:23-30 
Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that 
Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” A jar of wine 
vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a 
stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. When he had 
received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his 
head and gave up his spirit. 

 

As he breathes his last breath, he declares that his work on earth is finished. His 
work of teaching and healing and living as an example of what humanity is 
supposed to be is finished. His work of salvation is finished. He lived a perfect life 
and became the spotless sacrificial lamb for all of us. Everything he needed to do 
to redeem humanity had now been done. Jesus’ work was complete. 
 
We know how the story continues. Jesus is buried and he stays in the tomb for 
three days. Then on the third day, God raises Jesus from the dead. Then we read in 
the book of Acts 1:3-9 this: 
 

Acts 1:3-9 
After his suffering, he presented himself to them (the disciples) and 
gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them 
over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.  
 

On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized 



with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this 
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
 

He said to them, “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father 
has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” After he said this, 
he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their 
sight. 

 

Jesus has now gone back to take his rightful seat and the righthand of God the 
Father in heaven. His work walking and talking physically on this earth is finished. 
And yet there is still so much to be done! What Jesus was teaching in this passage 
that we have been looking at today is that He had to leave in order to accomplish 
His work. Once that work was accomplished, the rest of the work of God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in the world would be the work of the Holy Spirit active 
and working in and through the people of God, the Church. 
 
Sometimes I hear people share that they wish they could have lived when Jesus 
was alive on earth. They wish they could have walked with him and talked with 
him. I completely understand that sentiment. And yet the amazing truth that we 
are talking about here is that even more than walking with Jesus, we have God in 
us in the person of the Holy Spirit. Would it have been amazing to walk with Jesus? 
Absolutely, yes! And we now have something that I believe is even more amazing – 
the Spirit in us. It is so easy to wish that we have something that we do not, and in 
the process, we miss what it is that we do have. It would have been really cool to 
walk with Jesus. But ultimately, if given the choice between walking with Jesus and 
having the presence and power of God living within me always, I think I would 
choose the later every time. The Holy Spirit is actively pursuing and fulfilling the 
mission of Christ in this world through all of us. 
 
Now do not get me wrong. It is not that Jesus is no longer present in the world. But 
it is through the Holy Spirit, however, that we experience that presence. It is the 
Holy Spirit that reveals the glory of Christ to us. It is the Holy Spirit who intercedes 
with wordless groans before the Father on our behalf. It is the Holy Spirit who is 



ministering to us and through us. Jesus’ love for his people is expressed through 
the Holy Spirit.  
 
The chapter of the story of God that we are currently in is the chapter titled, “The 
Work and Ministry of the Holy Spirit” and it is all about the way the Spirit 
accomplishes the will and mission of God in the world through the Spirit’s power 
at work in and through the people of God, the Church. Isn’t that amazing? This is a 
truly amazing time to be alive. It really is. Jesus’ promise of another Paraclete has 
been fulfilled. The Advocate, Helper, Counselor, Guide, Friend, and Comforter has 
been given. 
 
Through faith in Jesus, the Holy Spirit dwells within you and within me.  

 

Everything in this picture and infinitely more is true of the One who lives inside of 
you. So, let that bring you peace. Let it bring comfort. Let it bring power. And let 
that change the way that we view our lives. Jesus taught his disciples, and he 
teaches us now, that His work is finished. So, the work that remains is to be done 
by the Holy Spirit. The Advocate. The Helper. The Counselor. The power of 
Almighty God at work in and through all of us. 
 



Are these ideas and words that we have been looking at for the last 12 weeks, that 
we have been talking about this morning, just nice things to say? Or do they 
actually impact the way that we live our lives? Hopefully, over the past three 
months we have been moved to awe and wonder at the truth that God is in us and 
desires to work through us. Hopefully, our awareness of the Holy Spirit has grown 
to the point where we desire to walk in step with the Spirit daily more and more. 
Hopefully, we are comforted by the truth that we are not left alone and, in fact, 
those who have placed their faith in Jesus have the full presence of the Holy Spirit 
within them from that moment forward. Hopefully, we are driven to our knees by 
the remarkable truth that Jesus finished his work on earth and then passed the 
baton to the Holy Spirit. And that same Holy Spirit is right now living within us 
desiring to continue the work of God in the world through us.  
 
And if that is true, then we have to ask ourselves the question, “How do we 
respond?” How will we live in light of a broader awareness of the Holy Spirit within 
us? How will we respond to the reality that there is work to be done that only the 
Holy Spirit at work through us can do? The truth is that I cannot give the specific 
answers to those questions. The work of the Holy Spirit in each one of us looks 
completely unique because the Spirit works within unique Christians uniquely.  
 
Yet this is certain. The awareness of the Spirit must bring transformation by the 
power of the Spirit. The more awareness, the more transformation. 
 

Hatred transforms to love Despair transforms to joy 
Fear transforms to peace Hurry transforms to patience 
Cruelty transforms to kindness Violence transforms to gentleness 
Wickedness transforms to goodness Infidelity transforms to faithfulness 
Indulgence transforms to self-control 
 

We are all in need of transformation. Jesus knew this was true of his disciples then, 
and he knew it would be true of his followers now and throughout all time. He 
knew that people are prone to forget. Prone to get stuck in our ruts. And he knew 
that transformation required a power that none of us have on our own. Jesus said: 
 

John 14:25-27 
“All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things 
and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I leave with 



you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not 
let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” 
 

John 16:33 
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this 
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world.” 

 

The Paraclete, Advocate, Counselor, Teacher, Guide, Comforter, and Friend is 
within you. The Holy Spirit is actively writing the next chapter of God’s story 
through the surrendered and transformed people of God. So, let us be 
transformed. Let us be surrendered each and every day. 
 
Will you pray with me? 
 

Lord, we desire to be transformed. We desire to be surrendered. And yet we 
cannot transform ourselves and we do not have the power on our own to 
surrender to you. So, Holy Spirit, we ask you to transform us. We ask you to 
give us the power and the strength to surrender. We ask you to do the work 
in us and through us what only you can do. And Holy Spirit, we are so 
privileged to be part of the continuing work of God that you desire to do in 
this world. We love you. We submit and surrender to you now. It is in the 
name of Jesus that we pray. Amen. 

 

The Holy Spirit and the power of the Most High God lives within you. The person of 
the Holy Spirit desires to work in you as you go into whatever comes next today, 
tomorrow, throughout the week ahead. There is work to be done that only the 
Spirit through you can do. So, I invite you to go in the name of Jesus and in the 
power of the Holy Spirit into the world. Be the hands and feet of Jesus. Continue 
the work of God. God bless you. Seek God and be family. Have a wonderful week. 


