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9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, 

and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.” (Romans 10:9-10 New 
International Version). 
 
Week 9 of the 2020 Summer Bible Reading and Prayer plan calls to our attention the power of 
faith in the name of the Lord Jesus to salvation. Paul is not alone in ascribing a central place in 
the salvation message of Jesus to his name, and we need only to look at what other Apostles 
have written about Jesus’ name to develop a deeper understanding of its importance. For 
instance, the Apostle John opens his gospel and closes his gospel by explicitly linking salvation 
to belief upon the name of Jesus (John 1:12, John 20:31). I invite you to look more closely at the 
usage of Jesus’ name as we continue through our Summer Through the New Testament series. 
How often do you see it, how is it used? What effect does the name of Jesus have upon those 
within the biblical narrative and how did the early Church view the name above all names? 
 
Romans 1: The Savior has come, and sin is denounced 

The opening chapter of Paul’s epistle to the Romans begins with an echo of the 
prophetic foretelling of God’s salvation. Here in verses 1:1-7, Jesus Christ is identified as 
the fulfillment of the word of the Lord, the savior which was to come. I call your 
attention in particular to verses 4 and 5 for the purposes of this study. Take note: Verse 
4 demonstrates how Christ’s resurrection is without argument. This is to say, it is 
without debate to the saints of God because Christ is declared to be the Son of God with 
power through the Holy Spirit by the resurrection from the dead. Verse 5 is key because 
it shows the position of those whom have received God’s grace through Jesus Christ as 
called ones. Jesus is Lord, salvation is by grace through faith (Romans 1:5 and Ephesians 
2:8), and this is by God’s calling. Truly, our God pursues us and saves us! 
 
Verses 1:18-32 are no less applicable today than they were nearly 2,000 years ago when 
the epistle was first delivered to its original audience. The Bible is not out of date 
because the norms and taboos of society change… No, rather the epistle categorically 
details and denounces sins which are still as common today as they were in times past. 
Do note: A process or order can be identified here if you pay attention to words such as, 
“Therefore,” “Furthermore,” and, “Because.” It may be noteworthy to observe the 
extent to which the Holy Spirit goes in illustrating the separation of righteousness and 
unrighteousness within this passage. Verse 1:32 is a prime example of this inasmuch as 
the Holy Spirit moved Paul to record how even being pleased with those who are sinning 
is considered an act against God. Perfection is a high standard indeed! 
 



I will leave chapter 1 with this message, and it is the message I always teach when 
moving through Romans 1. The first chapter details every person. The saved and the 
unsaved, the justified and the unjustified, and the righteous and unrighteous. This 
portion of Romans sets the stage for salvation as Paul moves readers along the Roman 
Road. Chapter 1 begins with a problem, the chapters which follow offer the solution! 

 
Romans 2: All are equally in need of the Savior, Jesus 

Key Concepts: 
I. It is quite easy to read Romans 1:18-32 and point a finger, but Romans 2:1-3 

informs us that we must be careful not to judge others because we do the same 
things ourselves. God is the judge, not us. Paul took this concept as far as to refer 
to himself as a blasphemer and more, carefully pointing out how the Lord used 
him as a pattern to show the extent of God’s grace in this age (1 Timothy 1:12-
17). 

II. God’s kindness is what leads to repentance. If you know someone you want to 
minister Christ to, sin and repentance are foundational, but people must know 
God’s kindness towards them if they are to repent. After all, God is love (1 John 
4:8). We ought to be mindful to come in love to those in need rather than with 
stones. (Romans 1:4) 

III. Whether we do evil or good, God will bring all things into account on the day of 
judgement. Let this be a source of hope for us all because I am persuaded that 
we are the saints of God, seeking to do good in the name of Jesus. When we see 
evil deeds and the appearance of evil going unpunished, rest assured, there will 
be a reckoning, “For God does not show favoritism” (Romans 2:11, New 
International Version). If any of us today are not loving our neighbors, do not feel 
defeated. Today is the day to begin, and with Christ you will be victorious! 

IV. Whether we know God’s law or not, sin is sin and we are aware of right and 
wrong in our hearts. Our consciences bear witness to this fact. (Romans 2:12-16) 

V. It cannot be more clear: When God’s people practice hypocrisy, people speak 
evil about God. You may perhaps recognize this when you hear people speak evil 
about God as they cite Christian behavior for their reasoning. If we are to be 
effective in reaching people with Christ, we must be faithful and authentic in 
word and deed because we are Christ’s ambassadors. (Romans 2:17-24) 

 
Romans 3: Ok… I’m a sinner, how can I be justified? 

Romans 3 is the great equalizer. If we think ourselves better than another, or our 
righteousness more pronounced than others, Romans 3 informs us that all have fallen 
short of God’s glory. (Romans 3:1-19) 
 
The law of God is certainly holy and valid, but it is not a law to life. The law details when 
a person has sinned. (Romans 3:20) 
 
Because we have sinned, our greatest need is God’s forgiveness. Yet, justice demands a 
payment for sin or else it is not true justice. If someone stole from you, would it not be 



right for them to be in trouble? What then if they were set free because of favoritism or 
friendship with the judge, would you not feel cheated? True justice shows no 
impartiality and our God is a just and impartial God. All infractions of God’s law will be 
paid for on the day of judgement, and this is precisely why Jesus had to die if we are to 
live. We as Christians therefore testify that the law of God is valid, but that salvation 
comes by grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone. (Romans 3:21-31) 

 

Romans 4: Abraham shows the righteousness which comes through faith 
Key Concepts: 
I. “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness” (Romans 

4:3 New International Version). 
II. Abraham’s faith hoped against hope! Read these two passages and consider the 

implications. “Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed…” (Romans 4:18a New 
International Version), and Abraham was, “…Fully persuaded that God had 
power to do what he had promised” (Romans 4:18 New International Version). 

 
If we look at Abrahams story in the Book of Genesis, it isn’t difficult to discern how his 
struggles in life were significant. He was constantly facing issues with the people in the 
world around him, he had no heir, and he was a continual stranger in a strange land. 
God assured Abraham that he held great blessings for him, and Abraham had only the 
testimony of God to believe in. After all, the Bible’s we have in our hands today were 
not yet written! Abraham’s response was not to doubt God, rather his response was one 
of belief. He trusted that no matter what, God would faithfully keep His word. 
 
“Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad” 
(John 8:56 New International Version). 

 
Romans 5: The Effects of the First and Second Adam 

Romans 5 expounds upon the concept of Adam in contrast to Jesus Christ found in the 
latter portion 1 Corinthians. Paul states, “So it is written: ‘The first man Adam became a 
living being’; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit” (1 Corinthians 15:45 New International 
Version). 
 
By one man death entered the world, and by one man the world is saved. Where 
humans have failed, Christ did not. 

 
Romans 6-7: I’m a Christian, I believe, what now? 

 
Christian Baptism: 
Chapter 6 explains in clear detail what Christian baptism entails. It is simplified as an 
identity with and in Jesus Christ. A more in-depth look first details a change of heart. 
This is the repentance piece. Our whole life outside of Christ was spent walking away 
from God. When we turned to Christ and believed on him, we turned towards God from 
our sinful lives. Second, we are identified with and in the death, burial and resurrection 



of Jesus. Just as Christ entered death and was raised from the grave for your sins, my 
sins, and the sins of the world, we enter into and arise from the waters of baptism. It is a 
personal and public statement: I believe in, I am dead in, I am alive in, and will be 
resurrected to life as Christ was. 
 
The Christian Struggle: 
Chapter 7… The Christian struggle. Prior to the salvation of Christ, we were individually 
slaves to evil, but in Christ we are slaves to good. Not saved by good works, but certainly 
saved to good works (Ephesians 2:10)! In times past we were bound to the law, now 
that Christ has died to the law, we are released from law and bound to Christ. Whereas 
the law says, “You shall not,” Christ commands us to be faithful and love. The prior was 
a call to holy restraint, but the law of Christ is a call to holy action. Love is not merely in 
the heart, it is the indwelling work of God’s Spirit moving us to action! 
 
The fact remains: We desire to do good, and yet we do evil. Our mind delights in God’s 
law, yet our flesh is pulled hard towards sin. The Spirit is alive, but our body awaits the 
blessed hope of the resurrection still! Yes, our bodies are still in a fallen state, and as 
such they are inclined to pull towards sin. If this describes you, you are not alone! 
Consider Paul’s words carefully and like Abraham, believe. 

What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to 
death? 25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I 
myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful nature[d] a slave to the 
law of sin. – Romans 7:24-25 

Romans 8: The Spirit Filled Life in Christ Jesus 
The life we now live, the true life is vicariously in Jesus Christ, through the Holy Spirit of 
God. He empowers believers not to live in fear, He testifies with our spirit that we are 
God’s children. He empowers us to look towards our maker and cry out, “Abba,” or 
more literally in English, “Daddy.” He liberates us from the bondage of the flesh and 
intercedes on our behalf. We do not even know how to pray the scriptures say here, but 
the Spirit does, and He speaks on our behalf with wordless groans. Is it not as the wind 
upon grain? We see it not, but we know its presence and see its power effortlessly move 
entire fields! Our God is for us, with us, and there is no power in all of creation which 
can separate us from Him or His love. 

 

If you have accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, you are God’s child. 

Before the creation ever was, God knew you and paved the path of salvation for 

you in His beloved Son, Jesus. Dearly beloved brothers and sisters, let us all 

praise God for His rich mercy and love towards us in Christ Jesus. Amen! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%207&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28117d

