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Review 
We will be finishing the book of Acts this week. I hope that throughout our reading you have 
seen the prevalence of the gospel as preached by the apostles. We have looked at the content 
and exclusivity of the gospel, and the supernatural courage that helps us to share the gospel. 
The content is that all people are sinners and under God’s wrath, but Jesus came and took our 
punishment upon Himself as our Savior. He died and rose again on the third day, and He is 
coming back as Judge. The exclusivity of the gospel was summarized by our previous memory 
verse, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men 
by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). It is a free and gracious offer to all, but an offer 
through Christ alone. The supernatural courage can be seen in the boldness of Peter and Paul, 
and it is to be prayed for by believers because we all experience fear in sharing this message. 
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). We all receive 
the Holy Spirit the moment we place our faith in Christ, and the Spirit is the one who gives us 
boldness and courage in our witnessing. 
 
As we read through Acts, we see the history of the early church mainly through ministries of 
Peter and Paul. They both have a laser focus as to what their mission is. They were to be 
ministers of the gospel to an unbelieving world. They spent much time preaching to crowds, 
speaking to individuals, reasoning with Jews in the synagogue, and even defending themselves 
before rulers. In all these cases, their focus was to spread the gospel message about Jesus – the 
risen Messiah, the Son of God, and our Lord. 
 
A Message of Reconciliation 
This week, we will be looking at why the gospel of Jesus is so important. If the message could be 
summed up into a single word, I believe it would be reconciliation. The word itself refers to the 
ceasing of hostilities or the restoration of a friendly relationship. In a biblical sense, it refers to 
the fact that all people are enemies of God because all have sinned, yet the death and 
resurrection of Christ has made a way for us to be brought into right relationship with God 
(Rom. 3:23, 5:10). This is the answer to one of the greatest dilemmas in the Bible: if God is holy 
and just, then how can He not punish us for our sin? 
 
If someone committed a crime but was released by a judge with no punishment, we would 
consider that judge unjust. We all recognize that true justice requires a penalty for a violation of 
the law. Even if the criminal appealed to the fact that he donates to charity or feeds the 
homeless, the law requires a judge to still carry out the punishment for a crime committed.  
 
In the same way, the justice of God requires Him to punish sinners. It does not matter how 
many good works we think we have done we are all guilty of sin. Yet, God has made a way for 



humans to be reconciled to Him without violating His justice. Hostilities between God and man 
can be ceased, and friendly relationship can be found with Him. The answer as to how this 
happens can be found in Romans 3:25, “God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, 
through the shedding of his blood--to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his 
righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand 
unpunished.” 
 
There is a phrase in the first sentence of this passage, “sacrifice of atonement,” that gives us a 
key to understanding how the justice of God can be satisfied. To unpack the meaning of this 
phrase, we have been given a picture in the Old Testament. We will have to go back to the 
sacrificial system laid out in Leviticus to see this picture. One pastor has said of this Old 
Testament book, “Leviticus is like the puberty of the Biblical story. We go through it once and 
strange things happen. After that, we try not to think about it anymore.” While a funny 
observation, this is an unfortunate trend because there are such rich truths to be found in this 
book. I want to take you through a summary of the Day of Atonement and how it can 
revolutionize our understanding of what Christ has accomplished for us on the cross. 
 
The Old Testament Day of Atonement 
In Leviticus 16, God laid out the process of the Day of Atonement, also known as Yom Kippur. 
This festival took place once per year and was the only day where the high priest could enter 
the Most Holy Place in the tabernacle (see image below). Don’t worry if you don’t follow 
everything that’s going on with the tabernacle and sacrificial system. We just want to focus on 
the high priest’s role in the Day of Atonement, and the “mercy seat” of the Ark of the Covenant. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This image shows a layout of the tabernacle. On the left side of the image, you will see the Holy 
Place and the Most Holy Place that were housed inside a tent-like structure. The Most Holy 
Place contained the Ark, which was the box that God had the Israelites make to serve as a sign 
of His covenant with them. The mercy seat was the name for the lid of that box, the most 
notable characteristic being two gold cherubim with upturned wings on top (Exo. 25:17-22). 
 



There is significance in the name of the lid, which literally means “place of atonement.” 
Atonement can be most simply defined as the satisfaction of God’s wrath (see Ps. 85:2-3). So, 
the mercy seat is the place where the blood of a sacrifice was offered to satisfy the wrath of 
God for sin. Remember that. 
 
The high priest had to be cleansed of his own sin before he could intercede on behalf of the 
Israelites to make atonement for their sins. Leviticus 16:2-14 describes the process that the 
high priest had to go through on the Day of Atonement to purify himself. He had to ritually 
wash himself, put on the holy garments, sacrifice a bull as a sin offering for himself, and sprinkle 
the blood on the mercy seat.  
 
Now that the high priest had purified himself and had his sins atoned for, he was able to go 
through the process of atoning for the sins of the people. Leviticus 16:15-22 explains this. Two 
goats were brought to the high priest. One goat would be sacrificed with its blood being 
sprinkled on the mercy seat to satisfy the wrath of God for sin. The other goat was kept alive 
and was known as the scapegoat. The priest confessed and laid all the sins of Israel on the 
scapegoat, which was then led far away and banished into the wilderness still bearing those 
sins. The key point is that the punishment for sin was fulfilled by the sacrifice, and the sins were 
carried away. Remember that too. 
 
The New Testament Application 
The Day of Atonement provides an imperfect picture of what Christ perfectly accomplished on 
the cross for us. He is our perfect High Priest who requires no cleansing of Himself to make 
intercession for our sins. He is the perfect sacrifice that once and for all cleanses us of our sins. 
And He is the perfect Lamb of God who bears our sins as a “scapegoat,” carrying them as far 
away as the east is from the west. 
 
Let’s read through Romans 3:25 again with the Day of Atonement in mind: “God presented 
Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood--to be received by faith. 
He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins 
committed beforehand unpunished.” 
 
Christ is the only “sacrifice of atonement” which can satisfy the wrath of God. God had to 
“demonstrate his righteousness” through the sacrifice of Jesus because His justice demanded 
someone pay the penalty of sin. If there was no punishment, He would be like the unjust judge 
who lets a criminal walk free. When the passage says, “in his forbearance he had left the sins 
committed beforehand unpunished,” it is demonstrating the insufficiency of the Old Testament 
sacrificial system to truly redeem us from our sin. The blood of animals provided a temporary 
atonement done year after year, while the blood of Christ provides a permanent atonement 
done once and for all. “Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again 
and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But when this priest 
[Christ] had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God…And 
where these [sins] have been forgiven, sacrifice for sin is no longer necessary. (Heb. 10:11-12, 
18).” 



So what does all this have to do with our reading of Acts? Remember that I said the one-word 
summary of the gospel could be reconciliation. The concept of atonement is the key to 
understanding how we are reconciled to God. Paul declared when he was preaching to the 
Areopagus in Athens, “In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all 
people everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by 
the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead” 
(Acts 17:30-31). God is a just judge who has provided only one path of reconciliation with 
Himself, but this path leads to the forgiveness of sins for all who walk it. 
 
This is the same theme we see throughout the entire history of Acts whenever the good news 
of Christ is declared and spread. We are all sinners and enemies of God. But in His mercy, He 
has provided a way to be reconciled. This reconciliation required the Son to die, bearing the 
wrath for sin that we deserve. If we will turn from our sins and place our faith in Christ, we will 
receive a new heart – a new nature with new desires in place of our old sinful nature. 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is 
here” (2 Cor. 5:17). 
 
I hope it seems like I am repeating myself because this message needs to be seared into our 
minds. There is a way to be reconciled with God! This gospel spread like wildfire through the 
ancient world by the preaching of the apostles, along with the prayer and witness of the entire 
church! Our ministry of reconciliation is not limited to church staff or the most mature of 
Christians. It is for every one of us! Do not be discouraged into silence by our secular culture. 
Pray for boldness! People today are wrongly searching for reconciliation through social 
structures and manmade religion. The apostles’ weapon of choice to combat these ideas in 
their day was the gospel – the good news.  
 
So, when you are confronted with a world full of false hope and despair, what is your good 
news? 


