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In our second week in the book of Acts, we will be looking at the role of the Holy Spirit in the 
proclamation of the gospel. But first, I want to you to take another few minutes to come up 
with an answer in your mind or on paper to the question from last week: “What is the gospel?” 
 
Are you more confident in your answer? I believe it will greatly benefit you to do this on your 
own occasionally. Picture yourself answering someone who is unfamiliar with Christianity or the 
Bible. Would your answer change? We all know that we should be sharing our faith. But if we 
are honest, there are obstacles that make this difficult. One obstacle can be not knowing what 
to say. Hopefully, last week’s study will help with knowing what the essential message of the 
gospel is so you can better communicate it to others. 
 
However, there is another obstacle that I think is important to consider, and that is fear. 
Proclaiming the gospel message strikes fear into the heart of Christians. This is not unique to 
the 21st Century or to America. The apostle Paul went to preach in Corinth, yet he says that he 
came “in weakness with great fear and trembling” (1 Cor. 2:3). This is not the only instance Paul 
felt fear in proclaiming the gospel, as he made a request to the believers in Ephesus: “Pray also 
for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the 
mystery of the gospel” (Eph. 6:19). Acts 4:29 has a similar prayer from the believers in 
Jerusalem as they requested boldness from God in proclaiming their message. 
 
Our fear might take various forms. Perhaps we are afraid that we will anger friends or family, or 
even be mocked by them. Or maybe it is a fear of seeming hypocritical or ‘holier than thou.’ 
Outside of our country, Christians face fear of imprisonment and death for sharing this 
message. Whatever form it takes, we all must come to terms with the fear we have of doing the 
very thing that Jesus commands us to. But God has not left us alone to conquer this human 
weakness. Have you learned this week’s memory verse yet? “But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). What was the difference between the Peter 
who denied knowing Christ to a single servant girl, and the Peter who risked his life preaching 
Christ in the temple? It was the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
A recurring theme throughout the book of Acts is the proclamation of gospel with boldness. We 
saw earlier that both Peter and Paul had fear, but they were empowered by the Holy Spirit to 
overcome the obstacles that might have otherwise made them stay silent. Keep in mind, Jesus 
had just been wrongly convicted by the governing authorities and put to death on a cross. The 
believers knew their lives were at risk too, and many of them were later imprisoned and killed. 
Yet over and over we see the gospel message being proclaimed by the church without 



hesitation in the face of fear and persecution. So how can we obtain this same power of the 
Spirit? If you are a Christian, you already have it. 
 
When you placed your faith in Christ, you received the Holy Spirit – sometimes referred to as 
being baptized by the Spirit. “For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body--
whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink” (1 Cor. 
12:13). Our Christian unity comes from the reality that there is only “one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism” (Eph. 4:5). No one has more of the Spirit than anyone else. Even when the Bible 
speaks of being ‘filled’ with the Spirit, it is not saying that we have a Holy Spirit gas tank that 
needs to be constantly filled up. No, the idea is the same as wind filling the sails of a ship. 
Another way to say it might be that we are ‘moved along’ by the Spirit. So, every Christian is 
indwelt by the same Holy Spirit. But why is this important? (You all are asking great questions!) 
 
It is important we know that we have the same baptism of the Spirit so that we know the 
spiritual power we all have access to. Not everyone has been given the same spiritual gifts, but 
every Christian can speak the truth of God with boldness by the power of the Spirit. I want to 
leave you with a few principles on how exactly we do this. 
 
First, we pray. When the early church needed courage in the face of persecution they prayed, 
“Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great 
boldness” (Acts 4:29). When Paul needed boldness to carry out his mission, he asked of the 
believers in Ephesus, “Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I 
will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel” (Eph. 6:19). Do you have fears about 
proclaiming salvation in Christ? Pray! And if you have fear, it is likely that your fellow believers 
have fear. Pray for them too! 
 
Second, put things in perspective. “So we say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not 
be afraid. What can mere mortals do to me?’” (Heb. 13:6). Not only are we guaranteed to 
experience persecution because of our faith, we are to rejoice that we are considered worthy 
to share in the sufferings of Christ. In America, we typically do not experience the physical 
persecution our brothers and sisters around the world face. But we are not free from suffering 
for the truth. We live in a culture of profound inclusivity and tolerance. If you make an exclusive 
claim, the culture will accuse you of being hateful or bigoted. If you try to tell someone that 
Jesus is the only way to be saved, they will be quick to say, “That is intolerant! We will not 
tolerate your intolerance!” The irony is abundant. 
 
So whether we are faced with physical or social persecution, we all need supernatural courage 
to share such a profound message as the gospel. Every single person needs to be convinced 
they have sinned against God and are under His judgment (2 Thess. 1:7-10). As those charged 
with the message of salvation, we have a responsibility to help them see their sin to call them 
to repentance. We do this humbly, lovingly, but boldly, no matter the cost to ourselves in the 
hope that they turn to God for salvation. 
 



Third, we trust in the message. Did you notice a parallel between the first verse of the Bible 
reading plan and the memory verse this week? Acts 8:1 tells us that on the day Stephen 
became the first martyr of the church, “a great persecution broke out against the church in 
Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.” When 
we read Acts 1:8, it’s easy to get this romantic idea that the gospel spread like an early Jewish 
version of a Billy Graham campaign. But what does the text say that God used to spread the 
gospel out from Jerusalem as He promised in Acts 1:8? It was the death of a godly saint, 
followed by persecution of the church. The church mourned, but they never wavered in their 
mission to spread the message because they trusted the God who gave it to them. They knew 
that this gospel was the only way anyone could be saved, and they cared deeply for the souls of 
lost people. 
 
As we close, please consider this question carefully – do you speak boldly? Do you joyfully 
speak of the God who redeemed you? Do you freely share about the Christ who died for you? 
You are not alone if you experience fear in doing these things. Let us share our fears and 
weaknesses with one another so we can bear our burdens together and pray earnestly for the 
boldness given by the Holy Spirit. Christ redeemed His church and He is not ashamed of her. We 
should remember this when we are given opportunity to speak of Him with those around us. 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to 
everyone who believes” (Rom. 1:16). At the end of the day, all that matters is what a person 
believes about Christ. If you have found refuge in Him and received His Spirit, pray for boldness. 
Pray that the church does not hesitate to proclaim the death and resurrection of Jesus for the 
forgiveness of sins in the face of persecution or fear, no matter the cost. 


