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As we come to the book of Acts, I want to begin by asking a question. This is a question that we 
as Christians must be able to answer. I want you to take a few minutes to respond to this in 
your mind, or even write it down on a piece of paper: “What is the gospel?” 
 
Don’t rush past what can seem like the simplest of questions. Did you come up with a 
response? How did you feel about it? Over the next three weeks I would like to examine this 
question, “What is the gospel?” Acts is a wonderful place to study this because it is the earliest 
record of church history that we possess. The entire book could be summarized as the disciples’ 
response to the Great Commission, made possible through the work of the Holy Spirit. The 
disciples were witnesses to the message that “the Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on 
the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem” (Luke 24:46-47). If you had any trouble answering my original 
question, you may want to read that again because that is the heart of the gospel. 
 
As we read the beginning of Acts, we should make sure to understand what is happening in the 
story. Acts is a continuation of the book of Luke, which concluded with the crucifixion, 
resurrection, and ascension of Jesus. The Lord makes a brief appearance in Acts 1 as His 
commissioning of the disciples and His ascension are reiterated. The disciples had been 
confused and dejected after His death, but Jesus restores their hope and makes clear what their 
message – their good news – to the world is. Acts 2 tells the story of Pentecost, in which the 
disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit and clothed with power from on high. They received 
the Spirit as a promise of the resurrection, and power to strengthen them in their witnessing. 
 
The events surrounding Pentecost drew a large crowd, and it was from this gathering that 3,000 
souls were converted to Christ under the preaching of Peter. This was the foundation of the 
church. They had no building, no liturgy, and no structured ministries. They didn’t even have an 
organ or a softball team. What they did have was a common message: “God has raised this 
Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it” (Acts 2:32). And this message led to a call for those 
hearing it: “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins…Save yourselves from this corrupt generation” (Acts 2:38, 40). We are 
witnesses of the same message, and this corrupt generation needs to be given the same call. 
 
But how can we be witnesses to the message if we did not see Jesus in the flesh? The Apostles 
gave us their inspired testimony. “We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that 
you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, 
Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3). We become fellow witnesses with them through Scripture, and we 
can have confidence in the truth of their testimony because “no prophecy of Scripture came 
about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. For prophecy never had its origin in the 



human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the 
Holy Spirit” (1 Pet. 1:20-21). The Bible is our foundation for truth because it is the inspired 
Word of God. Thus, anything that contradicts the Bible is untrue and is not from God. This point 
leads us to our memory verse for this week: “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 
 
The gospel is a hopeful message, but we must not forget that it is also an exclusive message. 
There are many false gospels that contradict Scripture. The danger of these false gospels is they 
convince people they can be saved without Christ. That is why in Acts 4:12, Peter was so 
emphatic about the exclusivity of the gospel. But let’s go back to Acts 3 to see what was 
happening in the story where Peter said these words. 
 
In Acts 3, Peter healed a lame beggar outside of the temple. This beggar was well-known by the 
people, which made it noteworthy when they saw him “walking and leaping and praising God” 
(Acts 3:8). A crowd gathered around to see what had happened, which gave Peter another 
opportunity to preach his message. He first indicts the people because they killed Jesus, who 
was not only an innocent man but also their Messiah. Keep in mind, he was preaching to the 
same Jews who were yelling for Pilate to crucify Jesus after Pilate had found no fault in Him. 
Had Peter ended his message here, it would have been a message of unbearably bad news. 
 
Peter continued though, “And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also 
your rulers. But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ 
would suffer, he thus fulfilled. Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted 
out” (Acts 3:17-19). These Jews needed the bad news before they could understand the good 
news. They needed to know why Jesus died before they could grasp the significance of His 
resurrection and their need for repentance. The day of judgment is the day in which God will 
pour out His wrath upon sinners. But for those who repent and place their faith in Christ alone, 
He took the wrath that we deserve upon Himself instead – the glorious gospel. 
 
Now the temple was operated by the Sadducees who did not believe in the resurrection of the 
dead. So not only was Peter preaching that the man who they put to death was the Messiah, he 
was convincing people that this Jesus was resurrected from the dead. That did not go over well. 
The Sadducees brought the temple guard and arrested Peter and John to put them on trial. 
After all the religious leaders had gathered together to question them, Peter did not blunt his 
message to appease them. When they asked by what power or authority he healed the lame 
beggar, Peter responded, “let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by 
him this man is standing before you well” (Acts 4:10). Peter knew that his life was on the line. 
He also knew the message his Lord had given him, and he would not allow his own personal 
safety to get in the way of proclaiming it boldly. These religious leaders thought they could be 
right with God by following the Law. Peter made it clear that their devotion to self-
righteousness blinded them to their need for a Savior so when that Savior came, they crucified 
Him. They rejected the very God they pretended to worship. 
 



The boldness of Peter gives us a great example of how to proclaim that there is salvation in no 
other name than the resurrected Christ. There are many religions in the world and most of 
them promise that if you just work hard enough or do enough good deeds, you will go to 
heaven. The Christian gospel is unique because it says that we can’t earn our way into heaven. 
We don’t have the ability to live up to a standard of moral perfection. “But God, being rich in 
mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved” (Eph. 2:4-5). 
There are people around us who claim some form of religion or spirituality that they believe will 
eventually lead them to heaven. The reason we commit Scripture to memory is so that when 
we meet these people, we can immediately respond as Peter did, “Salvation is found in no one 
else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” That’s 
why we can love people by confronting their sin. I would have never admitted my need for a 
Savior if I wasn’t convinced that I was lost in sin. So, we don’t consider ourselves better than 
others. Everyone is a beggar. We just have the privilege of telling them where to find bread. 


