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16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to 
go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them 
and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:16-20, New International Version). 
 
The scriptural memorization passage this week details Christ’s ministerial work in which all 
Christians are called to be partakers of. Whereas the theme of Matthew’s gospel may 
accurately be summarized as, “God’s radical grace,” Matthew 28:16-20 contains Jesus’ explicit 
instructions to the Church pertaining to their role in His kingdom work as recipients of grace 
prior to the second coming. Matthew 28:16-20 is a high calling indeed! The role of Christ’s 
ambassadors to all the world is bestowed upon the church, and as ambassadors we are called 
to reflect the will and personage of our Lord and Savior, Jesus. 
 
At an individual level, a local church body level, and at a Universal Church level we are as the 
people of God commissioned to “Go” and do these things. However, if we are to make disciples 
of Jesus, we must first seek God’s word concerning what discipleship entails. Me must ask God 
for help in our own discipleship growth so that we might through word and deed share Jesus’ 
message with authenticity. Praise God for His great patience and love! He works with us while 
we are on the Great Commission, not calling the equipped, but rather equipping the called. 
 
When we live out the Great Commission there will undoubtedly be moments or seasons where 
we feel alone as Elijah felt in 1 Kings 19:10. In these times, remember always that Jesus is with 
you and he will never forsake you. 
 
Pray through this scripture with a receptive heart, waiting for the leading of the Holy Spirit, 
allowing God to teach each of us what He would have us to know. God desires to use each of us 
with our unique talents and gifts in unique ways, to reach unique groups of people. 
 
Matthew 21:1-17: The King has arrived, Hosanna in the highest heaven! 

Fulfilling multiple prophetic criteria contained within the writings of the prophets, Jesus 
enters Jerusalem to the joy of believers, and the dismay of unbelievers. See Zechariah 
9:9 and Psalm 118:26. 

 
Matthew 21:28-46: Two Parables 

Jesus stands in the temple court and makes a shocking statement to the chief priests 
and elders. He states: “The tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom 



of God ahead of you” (Matthew 21:31, New International Version). We need not 
wonder how this might be so because Jesus immediately links the salvation of both 
groups to repentance and belief upon hearing the good news of Jesus. Can you imagine 
how radical this must have been to the people hearing this message for the first time? 
Those which were on the fringes of Jewish society such as tax collectors were looked 
down upon as friends of Caesar, and prostitutes were marginalized for the nefarious 
nature of their work. Yes, Christ receives sinners. So rich is God’s grace to those who 
come to Jesus in repentance and in faith! 

 
Jesus tells of two groups of people in the second parable (Matthew 21:33-46, The 
Parable of the Tenants). This is the story of the people of Israel in a brief parable, 
culminating in Jesus foretelling of his death which would soon follow. Thankfully, Jesus 
explains the context of the parable by telling the chief priests and elders, “Therefore       
I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people 
who will produce its fruit” (Matthew 21:43, New International Version). 
 

Sub-note: Paul eludes to God returning to the Israelites (House/Family of Jacob) 
after the fullness of the gentiles has occurred (Romans 11:25-27). See also 
Romans 10:20-21 and Isaiah 65:1-2 in a side-by-side comparison for a more        
in-depth study on this matter. 

 
Matthew 23: Hypocrisy addressed, woe pronounced 

1-12: The least is to be greatest, and the greatest to be least. The Christian believer is to 
follow Christ as their Lord and Master, the Messiah of God. God turns the way of 
mankind upside down with His wisdom (1 Cor 1:18-31), calling us to follow the Lord in 
truth and sincerity rather than hypocrisy. Hypocrisy here is defined as an actor or 
pretender, someone playing a part on a stage. 
 
13-38: Wow! Here we see the rightful King of Israel step into his role as the upholder of 
justice! Jesus pronounces seven woes upon the teachers of the law and Pharisees, 
indicting them for an itemized list of issues found to be contrary to the will of God 
(Justice, mercy, and faithfulness). This is undoubtedly a challenging portion of the New 
Testament! Study it carefully with the foreknowledge of Christ’s mercy to all believers in 
him, praising and thanking God for His grace and mercy upon all who have placed their 
faith in him. 
 

Sub-note: All have fallen short of God’s perfect glory (Romans 3:23). I call to 
remembrance John 5:24 so that we as a body of believers might understand more 
perfectly what faith in Jesus means for us as we read a passage such as Matthew 
23. “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me 
has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life” 
(John 5:24 New International Version). When it comes to God’s perspective: Faith 
in Christ makes all the difference. Keep in mind, it is likely that some of these 
Pharisees later believed because Acts 15:5 references Pharisee believers at the 
first Church council in Jerusalem. 



Matthew 26: Jesus Betrayed 
14-16: Judas agrees to betray the Lord for 30 pieces of silver. God declares the end from 
the beginning (Isaiah 46:10-13). 
 

Sub-note: Prophecy fulfilled from Zechariah 11:12. “I told them, ‘If you think it best, give 
me my pay; but if not, keep it.’ So they paid me thirty pieces of silver” (Zechariah 11:12, 
New International Version). 

 
17-30: The Lord’s Supper is instituted by Jesus Christ, and this remains to show his death 
until he returns (1 Corinthians 11:26). 
 
31-35: Jesus prophesies of Peter’s triple denial of him. Peter was so certain he would 
never deny Jesus because Peter sincerely loves the Lord. When I consider this passage, I 
am reminded of James’ epistle where we are all advised “Instead, you ought to say, ‘If it 
is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that’” (James 4:15, New International 
Version). 
 
36-68: Jesus is betrayed by Judas, arrested, and sent to be tried by the Sanhedrin. 
 

Sub-note: The precedence for the Sanhedrin can be found in Numbers 11:16-30 
among several other biblical passages in the five books of Moses (Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy). 

 
69-75: Peter denies knowing Jesus three times as he is questioned, actions which bring 
to his remembrance the recent prophecy made by Jesus. Don’t forget, Jesus knows our 
hearts intimately, and as such he knows of Peter’s love for him. This I hope is a great 
source of comfort because not only did God know everything we would do before we 
were born, He also knows how much we love him despite our shortcomings. A great 
companion verse for this passage which happens to be my personal favorite passage of 
the Bible is John 21:15-19. Peter denied Jesus three times, but the Lord comforted him 
three times. Here you may also find the same way of life we as lovers of God are called 
to in the phrase, “Follow me.” 

 
Matthew 27:  

Now we come to the passage of scripture in Matthew’s gospel where capital 
punishment is both pronounced and executed upon Jesus Christ. With the exception of 
the resurrection in the following 28th chapter, the Bible calls us to look upon these 
events in the 27th chapter as the fulfilment of God’s substitutionary sacrifice for the 
forgiveness of our sins. Here we find the creator, the Word of God made flesh laying his 
life down for us that we might not suffer the penalty of death and eternal separation 
from God. 

 
I would invite us all to study this passage more closely. In particular, verses 11-26. 
Besides responding to Pilate’s inquiry about whether or not Jesus is the king of Israel, 
Jesus is quiet like a lamb led before the slaughter (Isaiah 53:7).  In this passage of 



Scripture we see prophecy coming to a head, a message Hebrews 10:1-18 invites us to 
consider carefully. 
 
May I now draw your attention to what I have come to view as a portion of scripture 
where I am torn between two emotional thoughts. On the one hand I see injustice, and 
on the other I am looking at myself in a mirror. Matthew 27:15-26 shows the injustice 
dealt to Christ, and who among us reading it would not rightly say, “Wow! This is so 
wrong… A guilty man walks free and an innocent man dies?” Yet again, examine this 
passage more closely and read Leviticus 16:1-10 to see a prophetic foretelling of this 
event. When we see Barabbas (literally translated from Aramaic as Bar meaning Son, 
and Ab/Abba meaning Father), we know this man is guilty, as do all of the people 
present. Even so, the Lord as the scapegoat for this guilty man takes his place, and the 
sins of the people are placed upon him. One Bar-Abba walks free, clear of sin, and one 
holy and perfect, Bar-Abba, the Son of God silently takes his and our place: The Lord our 
Righteousness (Jeremiah 23:6).  
 
He truly did take our judgement upon himself, and he was brought to the place of 
execution and summarily executed upon the cross for my sins, your sins, and the sins of 
the world. Praise be to God in the highest! God has judged the sins of the world upon 
Jesus, a gift which is received when we repent and place our faith in him. Thank you, 
Jesus! Thank you, God! Should any of us doubt our worth, remember that we are worth 
at least one Son of God, and this is God’s love shown to us (John 3:16)! 

 

Matthew 28:1-15, Luke 24:13-53, John 20:19-31: He is risen! 
The grave could not hold him, and I would be amiss if I did not note the methodology 
first employed by Jesus to declare the good news of his death, burial and resurrection to 
the world. The first post-resurrection evangelist was in fact a woman, and how great the 
hope of her message was that it was hardly believable by the disciples at first! So, from 
the beginning of the resurrection we see evangelists proclaiming the good news, and 
those like the tomb guardians declaring it to be a lie. The tale of two kingdoms is 
present here: The kingdom of darkness which is slated for destruction, and God’s 
kingdom which is everlasting and ever advancing to this day. Amen! 

 

 

“…Blessed are they that have not seen and yet have believed.” 
(John 20:29b New International Version) 

 

That’s us! 


