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John was the last living disciple.  In fact, most of the entire first generation of Christians 

were dead.  Many of them, such as John’s brother James, and James, the brother of Jesus, as well 

as Peter and Paul had died as martyrs.  John had himself been persecuted and exiled. Now his 

death was imminent just because of his age.   

The other three Gospels had been written at least a quarter of a century earlier and though 

they were all similar, each one told the story of Christ’s life on earth from a unique perspective.  

Mark wrote a brief backstory of the faith for those already familiar with the resurrection 

and Christianity.  Matthew wrote to Jews stressing how Jesus was the fulfillment of the Old 

Testament prophecies and the completion of the Law.  Luke wrote an investigative report to 

provide evidence for the Gentiles.  But now the world had changed... 

 

I.   John wrote his gospel toward the end of the first century.   

A.  Christianity was no longer just a Jewish sect but had become a new religion of both Jews 

and Gentiles.  John reached out to both in his Gospel.   

1.   For the Jews he demonstrated that Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament: 

• John 5:39    “You study the Scriptures...These are the very Scriptures that testify 

about Me.” 

• John 5:46    “If you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote about Me. 

(See also John 2:16-17; 6:45; 12:38, 40-41; 17:12; 19:23-24, 28, 36-37) 

2.  But John also included translations and explanations for Gentiles  

• John 4:9    “The Samaritan woman said to Him, ‘You are a Jew and I am a 

Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?’  (For Jews do not associate 

with Samaritans.)” 

(See also 1:38; 2:6; 4:9; 5:1-2; 9:7; 18:28; 19:13, 17) 

B.   Jerusalem had been sacked and the temple destroyed.  The Church leadership was now in 

Antioch in Syria or Ephesus in modern-day Turkey. 

C.   Christian theology had developed through the teachings and writings of the Apostle Paul 

(Romans and Galatians, for example) but the daily life of a believer was a challenge. 

1.   Christians were now being persecuted by the Roman Empire, not just the Jews (1 

Thess. 2:14).  They had seen many of their fellow believers tortured and killed for 

following Jesus.  They were the victims of nasty rumors and discrimination. 

a. Christians had been accused of burning down Rome in an effort to bring in the 

end of the world.   

b. They were said to be baby killers and that they held cannibalistic feasts at which 

they ate flesh and drank blood.   

c. Being a Christian was considered treasonous because Rome required emperor 

worship and all people were required to burn incense and proclaim “Caesar is 

Lord” as a test of loyalty.  Christians refused because Jesus was Lord. 

• 1 Peter 4:3-4    “you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans 

choose to do...They are surprised that you do not join them in their reckless, 

wild living, and they heap abuse on you.” 

(See also 1 Peter 1:6-7; 4:12-13)  
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2.  Some of them were disillusioned because of unmet expectations.  The early Christians 

thought Jesus was going to return in their lifetime.  Now many were dead or dying 

but He hadn’t returned. 

• 1 Thess. 4:16-17     “The Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 

command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and 

the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will 

be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air...” 

• 1 Cor. 15:51      “Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all 

be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet...” 

(See also 2 Thess. 2:1-2; 2 Peter 3:3-4) 

3.   Heresies were gaining followers.  The Gnostics taught that only the soul was 

important, so sin done in the body didn’t matter.  In addition, the Nicolaitans taught 

that Christians have freedom in Christ, so anything was acceptable.  Many Christians 

were becoming morally lax. 

• 1 Peter 2:16   “Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for 

evil; live as God’s slaves.” 

(See also 1 Cor. 6:18; 8:27 and Rev. 2:14-15) 

 

This was the world to which John addressed his gospel.   The earlier gospels told what 

happened; John told what it meant.   

 

II.   John was less concerned with historical details and more concerned with theology.  He 

wanted to show the Jesus Who lives, not just Jesus Who lived.  His purpose was to encourage 

the believers and strengthen their faith and commitment. 

A.   He didn’t include the nativity or stories about Jesus’ young life. 

B.   He wasn’t overly concerned about chronology. (For example, John’s account of the 

cleansing the temple is found in chapter two; the synoptic gospels place the event at the 

end of Jesus’ ministry.  John told the stories to teach spiritual lessons, not history 

lessons.   

C.   John’s gospel had a different focus than the other gospels. 

1.  John placed more emphasis on the individual and less on teaching the multitudes.  He 

also stressed the universality of the message.   

a. To the righteous, Jewish Pharisee – Nicodemus, chapter 3 

b. To the Samaritan woman at the well, chapter 4 

c. To the Gentile, the Roman official, chapter 4 

2.  Because he emphasized ministry to individuals, John stressed eternal life rather than 

the Kingdom.  

• John 3:36    “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life...”    

(See also John 6:44, 47; 6:68; 8:51, chapters 10-11, etc.) 

3.  Another theme of John’s gospel is that miracles were evidence that the claims of 

Christ were true  

• John 10:24-25   “The Jews gathered around him, saying, ‘How long will you keep 

us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.’   Jesus answered, ‘I did tell 

you, but you do not believe.  The works I do in My Father’s name testify about 

Me...” 
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• John 20:30-31   “Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of His 

disciples, which are not recorded in this book.  But these are written that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 

have life in His name.” 

(See also John 1:4; 3:15-16; 2:11, 18-19, 23; 3:2; 4:14, 45, 4:48; 5:21, 24, 26; 6:2, 

14, 27, 30, 40, 48; 9:16, 30-33; 10:21, 38; 11:47-48; 12:18; 13:19, etc.). 

4.  John also made frequent references to Jesus’ awareness of God’s plan and His 

dedication to fulfill His mission.        

• John 4:34    Jesus said, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to 

finish His work. 

• John 5:36    ...the works that the Father has given Me to finish—the very works 

that I am doing—testify that the Father has sent Me.  

• John 6:38     I have come down from heaven not to do My will but to do the 

will of Him who sent Me. 

(See also 6:38, 70-71; 7:16, 33; 8:23, 42; 12:32-33, 49; 13:3, 11; 17:12; 18:32) 

5.  John wrote to later Christians—those who believed based on the testimony of others.  

Though John highlighted the miracles as evidence of Christ’s claims, he also made a 

point of acknowledging those who believed without first seeing a sign.   

• John 4:39-41   The Samaritans believed because of the woman’s testimony and 

because of Jesus’ words  

• John 4:48   The Royal Official “took Jesus at His word.”  

• John 19:29  To Thomas Jesus said, “Because you have seen Me, you have 

believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed”   

(See also 1 Peter 1:8-9) 

5.   John used more imagery than the other Gospel writers  

a.   Word (1:1; see also Rev. 19:13) 

b. Light and dark (1:4, 9; 3:19-21; 8:12; 9:5; 12:35-36, 46; see also 1 John 1:6-7) 

c. Way to God, salvation; eternal life  (3:16-17; 8:31-32) 

1)   Ladder/stairway  (1:49-51 [see also Gen 28:12-14]) 

2)   Door/gate  (10:7, 9) 

3)   Bread of Life (6:35, 48, 51) 

d.   Resurrection and Life (11:25) 

e.   Sacrifice  

1) Lamb of God; (1:29, 36 [see also 1 Pet. 1:19; Rev. 5:12-13; 19:8, 21:9; 22:2, 

etc])  

2) Good Shepherd (10:11)  

3) Friend (15:13)  

f.   True Vine (15:1) 

6.  To people who may have been having their doubts because they misunderstood the timing 

or because of persecution or false teachings, John wrote his gospel to be very clear about 

Who Jesus was and still is: 

a. He was/is God! (1:1)  

b. He was/is a unique representation of God in the flesh (1:14, 18) 

c. He was/is the Messiah (1:41; 4:24-25; 6:69; 7:25-26; 10:24-25, 28; 11:27) 

d. He was/is the Son of God (1:34, 49; 5:18; 11:27) 
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e. He was/is as prophesied in Scripture (5:39; 6:45; 12:41; 17:12; 19:24, 28, 36-37)  

f. He was/is the Creator (1:1-3, 10; see also Col. 1:16; Heb 1:1-3) 

g. He was/is preexistent (1:15, 30; 8:23, 42; 15:18; 16:33; 17:4-5, 14-16) 

h. He was/is the Great I AM (4:26; 6:20; 8:24, 28, 58; 18:5-60) 

(John used an unusual Greek construction.  In Greek, the person [whether singular 

or plural, masculine or feminine] is contained in the verb “to be” so the pronoun is 

never needed. But John often inserted the pronoun which emphasized the construction 

as “I AM,” a play on the Name of God given to Moses in Exodus 3.    The translators 

did their best to preserve the meaning while still making it readable in English.    

• John 4:25-26   The woman at the well referred to the coming Messiah.  Jesus 

told her, “I (the one speaking to you) I AM.” 

• John 6:20   When the disciples were frightened to see Jesus walking on the 

water, “He said to them, ‘I AM; don’t be afraid.’”  

• John 8:58  “I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I AM!” 

(See also John 8:24, 28)   

i.  He was/is YHWH (1:23 with Isa. 40:3) 

John the Baptist gave his testimony as, “I am the voice of one calling in the 

wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’”  The verse John was quoting 

(Isaiah 40:3) actually says, “In the wilderness prepare the way for YHWH.”  

j. He was/is the Giver of life  

• John 5:21  “For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so 

the Son gives life to whom He is pleased to give it. 

• John 11:25-26   “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me will 

live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.     

(See also 3:36; 5:25; 6:27, 40, 44, 47, 54, 63, 68; 8:51; 10: 28; 11:25-26; 17:2)  

k.  He was/is the Lord and God; He allowed people to worship Him  

• John 9:38   Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped Him. 

• John 20:28-29     Thomas said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 

(See also 1:1; 20:26-29; 5:18; 9:38; 10:30-33, 37-38; 20:28)  

 

Our world today is not that different than John’s world.   

• Our world is hostile to Christianity.  Though we have been spared physical persecution in 

America, there are many rumors, misunderstandings and criticisms regarding Christianity. 

• There are many false teachers leading believers astray whether it be a religious cult or the god 

of science.   

• It’s been 2000 years and Jesus still hasn’t returned.   

 

John’s gospel teaches that the Almighty Creator of the world is still on the throne and He 

is still working out His eternal plan.  Things didn’t look very hopeful when Jesus died, but God 

had a plan.  Things may look bleak today and fears abound — fear of disease, of racial tension, 

of terrorist attacks, of riots, of rising unemployment, and of national and international political 

unrest.  But John’s gospel is a reminder that the Great I AM humbled Himself to come to earth 

and die in our place so His plan to redeem us from the sentence of eternal death might be 

fulfilled.  John’s message is not just a historical record of a Man who lived 2000 years ago; it is 

the evidence of a living God working out redemption.  
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I would like to encourage you to go back and reread the book of John.  At the very least, 

reread chapter one.  Hear again John’s message: Our God is still in control.  He still is working 

out His ultimate plan.  And He loves you with an everlasting love. 

 

In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in  

the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it.            John 1:4-5 


