
 1 

First Baptist Church Bible Reading and Prayer Plan 
"Summer through the New Testament" 

Week 14 – The End 
Donna Reiter 

 

We live in uncertain times. Open Doors International estimates 1 in 9 Christians are 
currently being persecuted—327 million believers world-wide.1 Terrorist have killed close to 
200,000 people since 2000.2 The Taliban is gaining strength in Afghanistan again; the third week 
of June was the deadliest since 2001.3 ISIS is also beginning to resurge a year after it was declared 
defeated. Reuters news service reported ISIS activities increased by 69% in April. Groups linked to 
al-Qaeda and ISIS are working together to take control of territory in West Africa. 
Israeli/Palestinian tensions are just one incident away from blowing up into a full-scale war. Iran 
announced in January that it would no longer comply with the 2015 nuclear pact and in June 
North Korea threatened to employ nuclear weapons against the United States. 
 The fear of a global pandemic shut down churches and businesses worldwide. The entire 
world’s economy has been destabilized. And in our own backyard, vandals smashed doors and 
windows and set fire to nearly 150 buildings in the Twin Cities. Pharmacies, tobacco shops, grocery, 
liquor, electronic, and cell phone stores were ransacked. The increase in chaos and uncertainty has 
caused many people to ask if this might truly be the end of time.   

The study of the end times is confusing because unfulfilled prophecies can be interpreted 
in different ways — the passages are somewhat vague and open to a variety of views. Most of 
what we believe is limited to what we were taught; it’s almost impossible to read the Scriptures 
without somewhat of a preconceived idea. Yet even though we may disagree on the details, there 
is much on which we do agree: 
 

1.  Christ will return physically and visibly. 
...This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same 

way you have seen Him go into heaven (Acts 1:10-11). 
He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him (Revelation 1:7). 
(See also John 14:2-3) 

2.  Christ will gather His people. 
They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. And 

He will send His angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather His elect from the four winds, 
from one end of the heavens to the other (Matthew 24:30). 

...if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with Me that you also 
may be where I am (John 14:2-3). 

(See also 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17) 
3.  Christ’s return will be sudden and unannounced. 

...you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not 
expect Him (Matthew 24:36-44). 

 
1 https://www.opendoorsusa.org, accessed July 8, 2020 
2 http://visionofhumanity.org/terrorism/is-terrorism-on-the-rise/, accessed July 8, 2020 
3 https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/07/07/taliban-al-qaeda-afghanistan-united-states-peace-deal-resurgence/, accessed July 9, 2020 
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 2 

…you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night (1 
Thessalonians 5:2). 

4.  But before He returns… 
1.  The Gospel will be preached to the whole world. 

And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will come (Matthew 24:14). 

However, we don’t really know what that would mean.  Would it be the Bible 
translated into all languages? Or could it mean radio broadcasted into closed areas?   

Paul said the gospel had been preached to the whole world in his day. “The gospel is 
bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world...and has been proclaimed to every 
creature under heaven” (Colossians 1:6, 23). The bottom line is that the Bible isn’t totally 
clear about what this would mean.  

2.  There will be great tribulation. 
There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations 

(Daniel 12:1). 
You will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all 

nations because of Me…For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning 
of the world until now — and never to be equaled again (Matthew 24:9, 21). 
    Everyone will hate you because of Me but the one who stands firm to the end will be 
saved (Mark 13:13). 

Do we know for sure if this will be a period of seven years? The sole passage used to 
support a seven-year tribulation (Daniel 9:24-27) is very confusing and enigmatic. The Bible 
is not totally clear about this, either. All we can know for sure is that we need to be ready 
to stand firm in our faith because we may be tested.  

3.  Many will turn away from the faith or be deceived by false religions. 
The time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their 

own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their 
itching ears want to hear (2 Timothy 4:3). 

The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow 
deceiving spirits and things taught by demons (1 Timothy 4:1). 

(See also Matthew 24:5; 2 Thessalonians 2:3) 
In two independent studies the Barna Group and USA Today both found that nearly 

75% of Christian young people leave the church after high school.   
Another Barna study done in March of this year defined a biblical worldview as 

someone who believes: 
1. absolute moral truth exists 
2. the Bible is completely inerrant 
3. Satan is a real being, not just a symbol 
4. a person cannot earn their way into the kingdom of God through good works 
5. Jesus Christ lived a sinless life on earth  
6. God is the supreme Creator of the heavens and the earth and reigns over the universe  

The study found that although 7 out of 10 Americans consider themselves to be 
Christians, only 6% actually possess a biblical worldview according to this definition. Only 
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2% of those 18-29 would agree with all six of these statements4 and less than one-half of 
1% of people between the ages of 18 and 23 hold this biblical worldview.5 Here in America, 
we are seeing people deceived and turning away from the Gospel, but to what extent the 
apostacy would have to spread is not clear from the Scriptures. 

4.  There will be wars and rumors of wars, famines and earthquakes. 
Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and 

earthquakes in various places (Matthew 24:7).  
We do hear of wars, famines, earthquakes, and other catastrophes almost daily on the 

news.  But we do not know the scope of these calamities necessary to fulfill the prophecy.   
5.  The man of lawlessness, commonly referred to as “the antichrist,” will come. 

John is the only one to use the term “antichrist” and he doesn’t use it with a definite 
article referring to a specific person, but as the attitude of a person opposed to Christ.   

You have heard that antichrist will come, even now there are many antichrists (1 John 
2:18; see also 1 John 2:22; 4:3; 2 John 1:7). 

Though the term isn’t used, the concept is found elsewhere in the Bible.  
...He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, 

so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God (2 Thessalonians 
2:3-4). 

…The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise 
his authority for forty-two months. He opened his mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander 
His name and His dwelling place and those who live in heaven. He was given power to make 
war against the saints and to conquer them. And he was given authority over every tribe, 
people, language and nation (Revelation 13:1-8). 

…a contemptible person...shall come in peaceably and obtain the kingdom with 
flattery…With flattery he will corrupt those who have violated the covenant, but the people 
who know their God will firmly resist him. Those who are wise will instruct many, though for 
a time they will fall by the sword or be burned or captured or plundered.... He will exalt and 
magnify himself above every god and will say unheard-of things against the God of gods. He 
will be successful until the time of wrath is completed, for what has been determined must 
take place (Daniel 11:21, 35-36). 

There will be a terrible time of evil and persecution. But Satan is not waiting until the 
end times to raise up the antichrist—he doesn’t even know when the end will be. Satan has 
opposed God and has waged war against God’s people from the very beginning, 
attempting by deception or persecution to destroy anyone who follows God. But so far, the 
time has never been right. Those rulers that Satan has incited to persecute God’s people 
through the years have never been successful in annihilating His followers. But when the 
time determined and known only to God comes, there will be a strength of evil waging war 
against the people of God that has never been known before. However, we can’t know 
who or what that would be or when it might happen or even what it might look like.   

6.  There will be signs in the heavens.  

 
4 https://americanpastorsnetwork.net/2020/03/30/new-george-barna-research-dangerously-low-percentage-of-americans-have-a-biblical-
worldview/ 
5 https://www.barna.com/research/barna-survey-examines-changes-in-worldview-among-christians-over-the-past-13-years/ 

https://americanpastorsnetwork.net/2020/03/30/new-george-barna-research-dangerously-low-percentage-of-americans-have-a-biblical-worldview/
https://americanpastorsnetwork.net/2020/03/30/new-george-barna-research-dangerously-low-percentage-of-americans-have-a-biblical-worldview/
https://www.barna.com/research/barna-survey-examines-changes-in-worldview-among-christians-over-the-past-13-years/
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There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish 
and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea (Luke 21:25; cf. Matthew 13:24-25). 

       Yet, at the same time, people will be complacent! 
As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.  For in the 

days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up 
to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the 
flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man 
(Matthew 24:37-39). 

It’s difficult to comprehend that life would be going on as usual if the sun was darkened 
and the stars were falling from heaven and people interpret these passages quite 
differently.   

Paul told the Thessalonians, “...you know very well that the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief in the night. While people are saying, ‘Peace and safety,’ destruction will come 
on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you 
are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief” (1 Thessalonians 5:2-4).  
The signs will be there. But only those who are grounded in Scripture and seeking God will 
understand and be prepared. 

5. When He returns there will be a resurrection and judgment. 
Then I saw a great white throne and Him who was seated on it...And I saw the dead, great 

and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened.... The dead were judged 
according to what they had done as recorded in the books (Revelation 20:11-12). 

A time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear His voice and come out—those 
who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to be 
condemned (John 5:28-29). 

(Daniel 12:1-2; Matthew 25:31-46; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-9; 1 Timothy 4:1, 8;     
1 Peter 4:5; Jude 14-16, etc.) 

 
So what should our response be to the uncertain times in which we live?   

1.  We should not live in fear.   
Though we may not always agree on the details of the interpretation, as believers in the 

sovereignty of God, we all have hope even amidst chaos and crisis. Jesus told His followers, 
“See to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come” 
(Matthew 24:6). He also said, “All this I have told you so that you will not fall away...I have 
told you these things, so that in Me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. 
But take heart! I have overcome the world” (John 16:1, 33).  God is still in control! 

2.  We should focus on the hope Christ has given us, not on the chaos and troubles around us. 
Peter wrote, “...set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is 

revealed at His coming” (1 Peter 1:13). That means shouldn’t get caught up in the things—or 
the fears and concerns—of the world. Paul wrote, “The time is short. From now on those 
who...buy something, [should live] as if it were not theirs to keep; those who use the things of 
the world, as if not engrossed in them. For this world in its present form is passing away”         
(1 Corinthians 7:29-31). 

3.  We should live as examples to unbelievers. 
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Peter wrote, “Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of 
doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day He visits us...Always 
be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 
you have” (1 Peter 2:12; 3:14-15). 

4.  We should be always ready and watching for His return. 
Jesus told His followers, “About that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that 
time will come.... If He comes suddenly, do not let Him find you sleeping. What I say to you, I 
say to everyone: ‘Watch!’” (Mark 13:32-37). “When you see these things happening, you 
know that the kingdom of God is near....Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with 
carousing, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you suddenly like a 
trap” (Luke 21:31, 24). Jude wrote, “...by building yourselves up in your most holy faith and 
praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.” And Peter advised his readers, “The end of all things 
is near. Therefore, be clear minded and self-controlled so that you may pray.  Above all, love 
each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins” (1 Peter 4:7-8). In short, we 
need to be actively seeking after God, seeking to grow in our faith, understanding and 
relationship with Him and we need to be sharing His love with those around us. 

   

 

 

 
 
  

This is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge 

and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best 

and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ. 

Philippians 1:9-10 


